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The principal 

AC T S 

OF THE *^^^^% ^ ^>* r 

(General MmUi^ 

O F THE 

Church of Scotland^ 



Begun at Edinburgh, the 19th day of May 1791, 
' and concluded the 30th Day of the faid Month and 
Yean 



1. 

The KiNd^s Comitiiffioii to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 

Edinburgh, May 19. 1791. 

THE General Ajisembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
there w^s produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven, the 
King's Commiflion, fealed with the feal 
appointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed iii 
Scotland, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland^ making 
and conftituting him his Majefty's High Commiflioner 

and 
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and Reprefentativft in this Aflembly ; vhich fiomuM^HMl 

was publicly read with all due honour and refped, and 
ordered to be recorded in tljp Boj^k^ pf Affembly ; — 
the tenor whereof follows : 



Y^EORGIUS, Dei gratia^ 'Magna Britannia^ Francia tt 
^^ Hibernice Rex, Fidei ^>efetffor : Omnibus probis bominibus^ 
ad quos prafentes lit era nqftra pervenerint^falutem. ^ando^ 
quidem Nos conJideranteSy quod generalis ecclejia Scotia con^ 
genius in decimum no^tm diem Maii prcffmi convanin ordina- 
tusfuit ; Nofque abundecupidi, et neeeffkrinm ejfe judicantes in 
commodum dida ecclejia^ ut idem esclejia generalis conventus 
dieftatuto debit c obfervetMr^ at que r^bus magni momenti nos 
alio vocantibuSy diSlo conventui perfonaliter interejfe nequimus s 
Nofque abund^fatisfaSli defi^citntH et fidelitate fideliffimi et 
pradileBiJifni nojlri cfinfangtiinei Payidi^ potpirl^ 4f I^pn^ 
quod adfummum munus noflri fupremi Commifftonarii ad diSlum 
generalem bonventum rite exercendunt et obeundum ufquequaque 
fit infiruSus : Noveritts igitur^Nos nvuftuiffey cpf^ftff^, ft 
ordinajjb^ tenoreqtfc pr^ffentfuffi, nminarf^:(q^ituefe, qt ordi-^ 
nare^ memoralum, Jidelifjimum et pradileBij/muni nq/lrut^ con^ 
fanguineum Davidem Com i tern de \jtvtxiyfupremum nojlrum 
Comiffionarium diBo generali ecclefia Scotia conventui^ dando 
et concedendo illi plenam potejlatem^ commifjionem^ et warran^ 
turn facram noflram perfonam et auBoritaiem regalem repra- 
fentandiy necnon prafentiam noflram fupplendi^ et locum noflrum 
in diBofubfequenti generali eonventu^ tanquam Commifftonario 
noflro ad bunc effeBum fpecialrter conflituto^ tenendi^ omniaqiic 
alia ad imperium et munus Commifftonarii pro generali ecclefia 
conventu peragendi^ tarn pUni ddeoque Ubire in ^ufivis refpi^^ 
quam quilibet alius in eodemfummo munere fecerat/feu quovis 
Jempore praterito facere p^tuerat^ V€l aefi nos ipfi pirfonaliter 
prafentes facere potuerimus. ^aque pmnia et. J^tigidf^ qua 
diBus David Comes de Leven, in bac nofird commlffione pro- 
fequenda legitime fecerit, feu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter 
approbamuSy et ratificamuu Infuper omnibus etfinguUs diBi 
conventus et ecclefia pajoribus et preflyteris caterifque'quibuf^ 
cunque^ intra illam partem Magna Britannia ^cotiam vocatam^ 
fubditis noflriSy Cujufcunque gradus feu quaHtatis, ut diButi 
Davidem Comitem de Leven, tanquam fupremum nqftrum 
Comrniffionariumy quoad effeBum et modunifupref mentim^tum, 
revereantur, agnofcant et audiant^ JlriBe mandamus et praci-- 
pimus : At que banc nojram Commiffionem i diBo dccimp nono 
die Maiiy proximi incipere^ et deinceps durante fubftquente 
fefjione diBi generalis conventiis in vigore continu(tre^ dech^ 
ramusj vel ufque dum a nobis revoicabitur^ et exonerabitur. 

In 
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^de^'ikend.^ordin^: appendi mdfidaV^ui* \Apud- aulam 
nojfram apiiP St 'Jainis^s, viggjinitUe^iavo di^- 'Aprilisi amto 
Domini ^initiifim feptingent^Jiino nmag^mo-'Prmo^ R^ipte 
^oJlrimnb'tH^iJtinO'prtt/to.' . • .' ' 

Fer:fign^wammanu'SiTy^K:Keps'Jupr^^ 



%^%'k^k^^!^%'k%%9%'k^^^^^ 



II 



•:•//[•./ 



The KiNg^s im)ft<gfaciQUsiLet^ the 
.General Affembly, prefented rb' tHenhi 
by his Majefty^s CoMmiffioner. 



GEORGE R. 

J\ well.— When We ,lK«iSB^: a|(^.tb9 c^r^^^ 
laudable zeal which you have fliewn for the promotion 
of found Learning and true Religion, and upon the 
fte«dy Lojwkyaod Acttohment wyelvyou4iave o^ 
tbwards Our Perfon and Government, We haVe the 
greateft fatisfa£tion in ' continuing to you Our Royal 
Countenance and Protedioi^ I .and We feel anxious to 
repeat to you thofe afluraftWs of Our Paternal Regard 
and Good Will, and of Our refolution to maintain in- 
violate tile Rights *id:l^fHrf^gc^«*fthf Gh»r9li>f:Sco^ 
land, which We hav« e;^pr.eflea to yau pn fo many-/or- 
mer occafions: ^ " ^--- v.... .. - i^'t 

. We truft that your proceedings will be direfted to the 
fame laudable purpofes as Ijipretqfore:; ?f^d\th3t yo^will 
continue your attention to fuch meafures as are calcu* 
lated For diffiifing. the* principles qf genuiqe Chrifti^ia|t]^ 
for inlHlling into alLraiiks.t)f men 9P atte^tlpj^ijto f/lQ- 
ral I>nti&,IaDdaii ohicdicnocfo i:h^t^i$:^,i'$M[)4 f9H p^ 
moting the general Peace and Happtnefspf Sof^Cy ^^{^^4^ 
that you 'triW eodeavoqr to iw^oid all aii»ft<»fliry»4irpppes 
abd fuperfldquft difcii^idtts^. .which, may lAiai^y j«?^ t^nA 
to iiiterrupt;that. harmanj^rwinich W^ h^vii "^Itk^iykiifyi:^ 
oliftrvvd to:beifaloogpKi!'ftfentfliiu)dsft^^ ., 

B ' We 
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We iitvc again Tl>0Mgbt fit to conftitute and uppoint 
Our Right Trufty and Right WelUbclovcd Coufin, Da- 
vid Earl of LEVSif, to be Our Commiinoner, tp repre- 
fent Our Perfon and Royal Authority in the prefent A(f> 
fembly, being ailared that be muft continue to .be ac- 
' ceptable to you, as well from bis emineiit virtues and 
merits, as from that experience and knowledge which 
he has acquired in /our conberns, having fo frequently 
adminiftered the duties of this high and important 
Office. 

It remains for Us only to exprefs Our anxiety, that 
your proceedings may continue to be conduced with 
moderation and diicretion, and that charity, unanimity, 
and brotherly love may prevail amongft you. And fo, 
with Our eameft wifhes for your profperity and welfare. 
We bid you heartily farewell. — Given at Our Court at 
St James's, the gth day of May 179c, iii, t|ie; 31ft ye%r 
of Our RsCign. 

By bis MajeftyV Command, 

GRENVILLE. 

Addrefled thus : — To, the Right Reverend and WeU-behved 
the Moderator, Mintfiers and Mders of the Om^al /^ 
yemhfy of thCburcF op Scotland. . - )• ..: k 



The General Affembly -fi Anfwer to the 
KiNCJ's irioft gracious Letter. 

Miyit pleaft Tour Majefij/ 

Wvfehav^ rtdeivcd/ with" the ijitnloft re^iftand gra- 
titude, the ersu^iotts leccev with whiqfa Your Ma^^ 
jefty hai h6«n pk»(ed to honoar this GebevaLAifembly. 
c*f the CliAtch of SooiUndt. * r : . 

The dlftingiiiihfid marks of apprabation with which. 
Your Majefty Mk formerly VQocliilafed to. giveiis, aiid 
condefeended {o gracioufly at this time to. repeat, aflord: 
us the higheft iatiffkdtioD, and aie to us. moft animating* 

motives 
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motives to pctfevere in our zeal for prompting found 
L^miog and true Religion. 

As we gladly embrace.ev^ry opportunity t)f expreiling 
our duty and afleiftion to Your Majefty? & Perfon, and of 
our firm attachment to Your mild and aufpicious Go* 
\^nment, Your gracious acceptance of tbofe hondble 
expreflions of oiir loyalty and zeal, and Your a0urance$ 
that we ftiall sriw^ys meet with Your Royal ProteSion, 
aadjthiat it ifii Your Majefty's determination to maintain- 
and fuppbrt the Church of Scotland, as: eilabli(hed by 
law^ in the full and free enjoyment of all.Her juftRights 
and Privileges, at once fill us with the moft lively, gra- 
titude, ?uKi encourage us to repofe the greatcft confi* 
dence in Yo^r Majefty's Gppdnefs. 

\y|e begleavp tp aflure Ypur Majefty, that it fliali fee 
our itudy to; dired our proceedings m :futurey:tQ.xbe 
fati^e, laudable p^rp^fes as heretofore, and to continue 
our atteiuipn to fuch m^afu;res as ^re beft calculated 
for diffufing the principles lOf genuine Ghriftianity; and 
for inftiliing into the minds of all ranks of 'men com- 
mitted to our care, a confcientious regard to Moral Du- 
ties, and a flridt obedience to theLsws} arid ftrtr pro- 
moting the general peace and happiaefs of Society : And 
to give dignity and authority to our proiteddiqgs, we 
ihall be.cat^fal;t;0'aiVOi4 alLiini^eceilary difphites and fu* 
perfiuous difcufllons, and to maintain that harmony 
which hithei^tciK has obtaiined Yoim Majefty's gracious 
approbatioiv 

We confider Your Majefty*s appointment of David 
Earl of Leven, again to reprefent Your Royal Pcrfon 
in this Affcmbly, as a frefli mark of Your gracious con- 
defcenfion and goodnefs to iri. ;His known loyalty to 
Your Majefty, his attachment,, like that of his anceftors, 
to the Church of Scotland,^ his tender regard to the in- 
terefts of Religion and. Virtue, and the fici^lity with 
which he has fo ff-equently diTcharged the duties of the 
high and important Office which he now fills, render 
him moft acceptable to us. 

We accept of Your Majefty 's Donation of one thou- 
fand pounds for the propagation of the Proteftant Reli- 
gion in the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, as a frefli 
mark of Your Majefty*s paternal care of all Your fub- 
jeAs. As we feel ourfelves highly honoured in being 
made the inftruments of Your Majefty 's pious intentions, 
it fliall be our ftudy to fulfil them, by the moft prudent 
and efiedual application of the fum that is entrufted 
to us. 

We 
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We truA that «[11 our proceedings ihall be odnduded 
'With that charity, unanimitf and. brotherly love, and 
with that moderation which Your Majeily's paternal 
care leads You fii anxiouily to^ defire ; and we accept of 
Yout earned wi(hes for our profpetity and welfare, as a 
moft endearing proof of Ybuf Majefty's favour and 
afiedion. | 

That the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeftts Chrift may dired Youi* Majefty'i Councils to the 
public good; That he may Meft you with every do* 
meftic comfort; That he may blefs the Queen, the 
Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; That, 
after preferving Your Majefty long to be the Guardian ' 
of our free Conflitutiod, and of the rights df Your peo- 
ple, he may call You,, full of years and of glory, to the 
poilefiion of an Heavenly Crown ; and that he may 
grant to Your Royal Race, through future generations, 
to fill with dignity the Britiih Throne, and to promote 
the intereft or his Kingdom on earth, are the fervent 
prayers of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty 's moft faithful, 
Moft obedient, aikd moft loyal (iibjeds, 

/the Mimjet^ and Elders fMm ibis N^^ 
AJJembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, ' 
'■-,'-. Ins our preienoe^ 

' And at our appointment; by 

Jlfo/ai!?79i.} ROBERT SMALL, md» 



IV. 
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IV. 

Commission of, the General Assem- 
bly to certain Minifters and Ruling 
Eiders, for dilcufling Affairs referred 
to them. 

Edinburgh^ May 28. lygi* Seffi 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do no- 
minatc, cotntniffion and appoint the Reverend Dr 
Robert Small, one of the Minifters of Di^ndee, their 
Moderator : Atid, — ^From the Prcjbytery of Kirkcudbright^ 
Mr Robert Muter at Kirkcudbright, Mr John Johnftou* 
4t Crofsmichael, Mr Hugh Gordon at Auwoth, Minijiers i 
John Gordon, Efq; of Carleton, Ruling Elder :^^Ftom 
the Burgb of Kirkcudbright^ Horatius Cannan, E(q; of 
Barley : — ^From the Burgh of New Calloway^ 'Ephraim 
Lockhart, Efq : — Froni the Prejbytery of Wigton^ Dr WiN 
liam Boyd at PenninghamJ Mr Andrew Donnan at Wigi- 
ton, Miniftert ; Dr Adatfi Fergufon, Profeflbr of Mathe* 
maticSy Edinburgh, Ruling Elder ."^From the Burgh of 
Wigton, Georgfe Cranfton, Efq; of Dewar :-^From the 
Prejbytery of Stranraer^ Mr John Coulter at Sliranraer, 
Mr Peter Fcrgufon at Inch, Minijkrs ; Thomas Adair, 
Efq; of Geuoch, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgb of 
Stranraer^ Mr Thomas Smith, writer in Edinburgh :— * 
From the Prefiytery of Ayr^ Mr William MacQuhae at 
St Quivox, Mr John Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr William 
Peebles at Newton upon Ayr, Mr George Gordon at 
Sorn, Mr William Crawford at Sttzton; Minijiers j John 
Hamilton, Efqv of Bargeny, Thomas Kennedy, Efq; of 
Dunure, Ruling Elders :-^From tht Burgb of Ayr, George 
Ferguflbn, Efq; advocate :— From the Prejbytery of 7r- 
vine, Mr Thomas Maxwell at Stewartoun, Dr Ceorge 
Laurie at Loq^on, Mr John Robertfon at Kilniarnock, 
Mimjers ; the Hon. Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Paifley^ Dr John 
Shodgrafs at Paifley, Mr John Montcith junior, at Neil* 
fton, Mr George MacClatchie at Mearns, Mr William 
Hardie at Inchinnan^ Minijiers \ Mr William Carlyle, 
merchant in Paifley, Mr Robert Barclay, merchant 
there, Rulifig Elders : — From the Prejbytery of Hamilton^ 
Mr Michael MacCuUoch at Bothwell, Mr Archibald 

C , Bruce 
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Bruce at Shotts, Mr Hugh Mitchell at Glasford, Mini- 
,Jicrs ; Henry Stewart, Efq; of Allanton, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Prefhytery q( Lanark^ Mr James MacCono^ 
chie at Crawford, Mr Jofeph Crichton at Carftairs,. Mi- 
nifters^ Profeflbr Archibald Arthur, Glafgow, /?v/i^ 
Elder: — ^From the Burgh of L/w^zr^, John Bannatyne, 
Efq; of Gaftlebank: — From xht Prejbytery ofClafgow^ Dr 
William Porteous^ Mr William Lockhart, Mr William 
Taylor, Glafgow, Mr James Furlong at Rotherglen, 
Mini/lers J JohaChriftie, Efq; of Glenduffhill, Mr Ro- 
bert Cowan, merchant in Gla%ow, Ruling Elders ;^— 
From the Prefbytery oi DumbarUft, Mr James Graham at 
Killern, Mr John Stewart at Lufs, Mr John Gillefpie at 
Arrochar, Minivers s the Right Hon.^ the Lord Prcfi- 
dent, Ruling Elder .-—From the Pnfiytery ci Dmtoon^ Mr 
Archibald Mac Lea at Rothfay, Mr Alexander MacFarlane 
at Kilfinan, Minijlers ; John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; 
Ruling Elder : — Frdm the Frejbytery of Kintyn^ Mr Ger- 
iham Stuart at Kilbride in Arran, Mr Alexander Stuart 
at Jur« and Coionfay, Mr Arch fbald Robert fon at Kil- 
dalton in Hay, Mintjlers ; Archibald MacDonald of San- 
da, Efq; Rxding Elder : — From the Burgh of Campheiton, 
William Campbell of Fairfield, E(q; : — From tlvc Prefiy- 
itry of Mullp Mr Archibald MaxCSoll at Tyric, MrAler- 
>ander Campbell at Ardnamufchan, Minifiirs ; Allan 
JMacDougall of Hayfield, Efq; RuUng Eider .-^Fnom the 
Frejbytery i^ Dunkeld, Mr Robert Williamfon at Lcthetw 
•4y, Mr james-Pairick Bannewpan at Cargrll, Mr George 
Baird at Dunkeld, Mr Allan Stewart at Kirkmichael, . 
^imfiers ; Thomas Elder, Eiq; of Fgmeth, David Steiii- 
«rt, Efq; banker in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders: — From 
the Prejbytery of Pertb^ Mr Harry Inglis at Forteviot, 
Mr John Inglis at Tippermuir, Mr George Chapman at 
Kinfauns,Mr Lewis Dunbarat Kinnoull^ A/mj/?^r/ ; John 
Caw, Efq; late Provoft of Perth, DrHugbrMacLeod, Pro- 
feflbr of Church Hiftory in Glafgow, RvUng Elders : — 
From the Prejbytery of Siiriing^ Mr John Duncan at Alva, 
Mr Davtd Dickfqn at Bochkennar, Mimfiers i Williana 
Morehead of Herbertfliire, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From, 
the Burgh of Stirling^ Baiilie MTtlliam Anderlbn, Stir- 
ling :~Frora the Prejbytery of Aucbterarder^ Mr John 
5cott at Muthill, Mr Colin Baxter at MomVaird, Mr 
Andrew Gibfon at Muckart, Minijlers ; The Honourable 
Henry Erfkine, Ruling Elder \^-¥rom the Prejbytery 
of Lkinhlane, Mr Patrick Graham at Aberfoil, Mr David 
Simpfon at TulHaiian, Minijlers j Wiltiara MacLauchlaUf 
" Efq; 
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"Efq; of Aucbentroig, Ruling Elder :— FFom the Prejbytery 
y'of Danfirmlint, Mr James ReicI at Beath, Mr Bavid BaU 
four at Torryburn, Mr Peter Primrofe at Dalgety» Mi- 
^ nijlrrs ; John Adara, Efq; .of Maryburgh, Ruling Elder \ — 
From the Prejhytfry of Kirkcaldy^ Mt David Swan at Scoo- 
nie, Mr John Thomfon at Markinch, Mr George Gib at 
'WcmyCs^ Minivers ; James Townfend Ofwald of Dunikeir, 
Efq; Ruling Elder: — Fr6m the BurgA of Kirkcaldy^ Mr 
Andrew ingVis junior ^ merchant in Kirkcaldy :— From 
the Burgh of Rurntijland^ Mr James Reid, fchoolmafter in 
J3urntifla»nd :— -From the Prejbyt^y of Cupar^ Mr Roberc 
Bogie at liOgie, Mr Robert MacCulIoch at pairfie, Mr 
Andrew Ireland at Moonzie, Mr Thomas Stewart at 
Newburgbi Mini/lers ; Mr Thomas Campbell, Mr Da- 
-vid Simpfon at Dunboig, Ruling Elders .--^From the 
Burgh of Cupar^ Major John Melvjll of Cairnie : — From 
the Prejbytery of St Andrew's^ Mr John Mair at Cameron, 
Mr Thomas Kettle at Leuchars^ Mr James Nairne at 
Tittenweem, Mr Andrew Bell^ at Craill, Minijlers ; Lieut. 
Col. Alexander Mony penny of Pitmilljr, Profeflbr John 
iPook, St Andrew^ Ruling Elders : — From the Burgh of 
^t Andrew" s^Dv Andrew Duncan, phyfician in Edin- ' 
Imrgh :— ^From the Univerjity of St Andrew^ s, Dr>Georgc 
Hill, Profeflbr of Pivinity in the New College, St An- 
cdrew's :— From the Burgh of Craill, Mr Thomas Weir, 
Writer in Edinburgh :— Frpra the Burgh of Anjlrmher^ 
^^qfier^ Mr Laurence Adamfon, preacher of the gofpelat 
'Kilconquhar: — From the Burgh of Anftruther-Wejler^ 
Mr William MacCormick, late mercliant in North Caro- 
lina, now rcfiding in Edinburgh : — From the Burgh of 
Xilremy, Mr Henry-David Hill, Profeflbr of Greek in 
the Univerfity of St Andrew's : — ^)From the Prejbytery of 
Mfigle, Mr J^mes Ogilvy at Eafly, Mr Alexander Small 
4Lt Newtyle^ Dr James Playfair at Mcigle, Minivers j 
^^ir WiUiam Ramfay of Banff, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Eorfar^ Mr David Fernie at Kifinettles, Mr 
John Webifer at Inverarity, Minijlers ; Alexander Wat* 
-ion, Efqj younger of Turin, Ruling Elder :— From the 
Burgh of Forfar^ Robert Graham of Fintry, Efq^r-^^i^ 
From the Prejbytery of Dundee^ Mr Andrew Rally at 
Ltfndie and FouHs, Mr David Spence at Kinnaird, Mini- 
jlers j Mr Patrick Smith, merchant in Dundee, iJi///;^§r 
^JE^lder : — Frorn the Prejbytery of Aberbrot bock ^ Mr William' 
Milligan ^t Kirkden, Mr David Sim at Barry, Minijlers s 
Mr Thomas Milne, merchant in Canongate, Ruling Elder : 
— ^From th^! Burgh of Aberbrotboci, Mr Thomas Duncan, 

writer 
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writer in Edinburgh: — From the Prejbytery of Brechin, 
Mr Alexander.Peter at Logic- Pert, Mr John Glllanders 
at Fern, Mr Andrew Button at Edzelf, Minijlers ; James 
WaUchope of Edmonfton, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Burgh of Montrofe^ Adam Gillies, Efq; advo- 
cate : — From the Prejbytery .of Fordoun^ Mr William 
Walker at St Cyrus. Mr David Forbes at Laurencekirk, 
Mrjames Leflieat Fordoun, Minijlers i Mr John Burnet, 
advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of AbeT'- 
deen^ Dr John Brown, at Newhills,Dr A lexandei* Gerard, . 
ProfefTor of Divinity King's College, Aberdeen, Mr 
William Stronach at Newmachar, Mr George Moriibm 
at Banchory Devonick, Minijlers ; William Robertfon, 
, Efq; advocate. Procurator for the Church, John Gor- 
don, Efq; of Craig^ Ruling Elders : — From King^s College^ 
Aberdeen^ Mr Roderick MacLeod, Sub-principal : — From 
the Prejbytery of Kincardine 6' Neil, Mr Robert Michic at 
Cluny, Mr Williana Maitland at Tarland, Mr Thomas 
Gordon at Al;>oyne, Minijlers s William MacDonald of 
JLineatQO, Efq; Ruling £/irr :— From the Prejbytery of Al^ 
fordy Mir. Robert tiunafden at Kildrumn)y, Mr George 
DonaldfoQ at Kinethrtiont, Mr James Retd at Auchen- 
doir, Minijlers i James Gordon Efq; younger of Craig, 
Ruling Elder :— Froni the Prejbytery of Ellon, Mr Willi* 
am Duff at Foveran, Mr William Paterfon at Logic, 
» Minijlers j Profeflbr Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, Ruling 

V Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Garioch^ Mr Thomas 

Shepherd at Bourty, Mr John Shand at Chapel of Ga- 
rioch^ Mr Robert Shepherd at Daviot, Minijlers ; Mr 
William Gordon, younger of Rothney, Ruling Elder \ — 
From the Prejbytery of Deer, Mr John Craigie at St Fer* 
gus, Mr Hugh Taylor, Affiftant Minifter at New Deer, 
Mr William Anderfon at Strichen, Minijlers s Mr John 
Taylor, clerk to the. Signet, \jR«^//w^ £/rf^r: — From the 
Prejbytery of Turriff^ Mr Robert Duff at King Edward, 
Mr George Sangfter at Alvah, Minijlers ; Mr James Mo- 
rifon,y«»ior, merchant in Leith, Ruling Elder^.-^Yrom the 
Prejbytery of Fordyce^ Mr Robert Grant at CuUcn, Mr 
Hobert Ogilvie at Orduquhill, Mwj/?^rj ; Mr George 
Andrew, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— From the 
Burgh of Cullen, Mr John Gordon, Junior of Cairnfield, 
advocate :— From- the Prejbytery of St rat ibogie, Mr John 
Cooper at Glafs, Mr Alexander Angus at Botriphnie, Mini^ 
Jlers ; the Hon. Mr Baron Gordon, RulingElder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, Mr 
Francis Leilie at Boharm; Miniftets ; Ifaac Grant, Efq; 
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of Hilton, writer to the Signet, Riiiirr^ Elder z-^From the 
Prejbytery of JbemttbyyMr Lewis Grant k CrotBdale,Mr 
John* Grant at Kirkmichaei, Minijiers/i Dr Gregory 
'Grant, piiyfician in Edinburgh^ Ruling Elder : — From the 
JPreJbytery of Elgitt^ Mr WUliam Gordon at Urquhart, 
^r^ James Gillan at Speymouth, Mini/iers ; Mr Thomas, 
Grordon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Bnrgb of jEi^'/i^ William Scott, Efq; banker in Edin- 
burgh: — ^From the Prejbytery of Forres^ Mr John Hoyes 
at KinlofsyMr John MacDonald at Edinkelly, Minivers, j 
Robert Urquhatrt of Birds Yards,' Efqj Ruling Elder i-^ 
Fr©m the Prejbytery of Nuirnj Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, 
Mr John Morifon at Nairn, Minivers ; Alexander Grant, 
Efq; writer to 'the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the PreJ-- 
^bytery of Imvcmefs, Mr Robert Rofe at Invemeft, Mr 
John Mackeltcan alDurris, MiniJiers i Robert Mackin- ' 
toih, E% advocate. Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery 
of Cbanonry^ Mr Alexander Wodd alt Rofemarkie, Mr 
:Roberc Smith at Cromarty, MiniJiers / Convener Joha 
Uindiay, Edinburgii, Ruling Elder i-^Ytom the Prejbytery 
Nof *tmn^ Mr John Mathifon at Kilmiiir Eafter, Mr Alex-* 
iiddier Miinro at Edderton, Mi«5^^rj / Charles: Rofs.Efqj 
.advocate^ RuRng Elder :-^From the Burgb of Tain, Ro- 
fbert*Colt, Efq; of Auldhame :— From the Prejbytery of 
JDingw^illf MiT John Downie at Urray, Mr Daniel Rofe 
:at.DingwaHy Aiiw/yferxy Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer ^ 
to the Signet, Rtding Elder :— From the Prejbytery of 
^bertarpbi^ Mr James^ Grant at Laggan, Mr Thomas 
Rofs at Kilmaniva^, MiniJiers j Coll MacDonald, Efq; 
Writer to the Sgnet, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery 
of mjl^ Mr Geopge Munro at South Uift, Mr Edmund 
Maccpeen at fiarra, Mimflers i William Macleod^Banna* 
.tyne,.Erq;^ of Karnes, advocate, Ruling Elder : — Frohi the 
Prejbytery o£ Lochcarron, Mr Alexander Stronach at 
Lochbraom, Mt Lauchlah Mackenzie at Lochcarron, 
MiniJiers ,f .Baillie Daniel Miller, merchant inXanon- 
:gate, Raiing Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Ikrnocbr 
Mr Geoi^e Rainnie at Creich, Mr John Berhune at 
. Jtlornoefa^ MiniJiers j' Robert Bruce ^neas MacLeod, 
Efq;i of Cadboll^ Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery 
of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachilles, Mr 
John Thomfon at Dumeis, MiniJiers j Mr William 
MacLean^ merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — 
— From the Prejbytery of Caitbne/s^ Mr Robert' Gun at 
LatheroD^ Mr George MacKenzie at Olrick, Mini/lers ; 
Sir John Sinclair of Ulbficr, Bart, Ruling Elder : — ^From 
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the Burgb of Wichy James Home, Efq; \?riter to tbc. 
Signet: — From the Prejbytery of Kirkwall^ Mr Jamet 
W^tfonat South Ronaldfay, Mr Robert Yule at Kirkwall^ 
Minijlers; Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer in Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Kirkwall, Malcolm 
Laing, Efq; advocate : — From the Prejbytery of Cairftone^ 
Mr James Brcmner at Walls and Flotta, Mr John Falco- 
ner at Stromnefs and Sandwick, Minijlers ; James Cun- 
ninghame of Hyndhope, Efqj Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Nortb IJles^ Mr John Anderfon at Stroofay 
and Eday, Mr James Izat at Weftray and Papa Weftray^ 
Minijlers j John Grieve, Efqj Commiffioner of his Ma- 
jefty's Board of Excife, Ruling Elder: — From tht Pref 
bytery of Zetland^ Mr William Mitchell at Tingwall, 
Mr John Inches at NefDng, Minijlers ; Profeflbr Dalzel, 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Edin- . 
burgb^ Mr James Craig at Currie, Dr William Gloag, 
Edinburgh, Dr John Walker at Collington, Mr Thomas 
Randall, and Mr William Moodie^ Edinburgh, Mr Ro- 
bert Dickfon at South Leith, Minifiers ; Lord Hender- 
land, William Ramfay, Efq; of Bamton, Donald Smith, 
Efq; Dedn of Guild of the City, Ruling Elders : — ^From 
the City of Edinburgb^ the Right Hon. James Stirling, 
Lord Provoft of the City of Edinburgh, Mr Alexander 
Reid, prefent Deacon Convener of the Trades there :-^ 
From the Univerfity of Edinburgb, Mr James Finlayfon, 
Profeflbr of Logic in the Univerfity of Edinburgh : — 
From the Cburcboi Campvere^ Mr James Likly at Camp- 
vere, Bailie George Leflie, merchant in Edinburgh : — 
From the Prejbytery of Unlitbgow, Mr Rgbert Wifhart 
at Livingfton, Mr James Lindiay at Kirklifton, Mr Wil- 
liam Gibb at Uphall, Mr James Rhind at Whitburn, 
Minivers; Provoft Robert Clerk, Linlithgow, Charles 
Hope, Efq; advocate. Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb 
of Linlitbgow^ Robert Blair, Efq; advocate, his Maje-- 
fty's Solicitor-General for S(:otland : — Fronj the Prejby^ 
toy of Biggar^ Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, Mr 
William Porteous at Kllbucho, Mr 'Wiljiam Strachan at 
Culter, Minijlers; John Brown of Culternxains, Efq; 
Ruling Elder .-—From the Prejbytery of Peebles, Mr Charles 
Findlater at Newlands, Mr John Walker at Traquair, 
Minijlers s James Montgomery, Efq; advocate, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Burgb of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton 
of, Spittlehaugh, Efq; writer to the Signet : — ^From the 
Prejbytery of Dalieitby Dr Alexander Carlylc at Inver- 
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•rflk, Mr William Scott at Dalkeith, Mr James Goldie 
at Temple, Miriifitrs i Robert Dundas, Efq; of Arnifton, 
hi« Majefty^s Advocate for Scotland, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Haddington^ Mr George Goldie 
at Athelftanefbrd, Mr Hugh Cunninghame at Tranent, 
Mr George Hamrlion at Gladfmuir, Minijlers ; John 
Hamilton of Pencaitland, Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the 
Burgh of Haddington^ Mr Richard Somner, furgeon in 
Haddington : — From the Prejbytery of Dunbar^ Mr Daniel 
MacQueen, at Preftonkirk, Mr James Williamfon at 
Whitefcrrk, Minijlers s John Anderfon of Windygoul, 
Efqj Ruling Elder .—From the Prejbytery of DunJe.Mv Sel- 
by Ord at Longformacns, Mr George Drummond at 
Cranftiaws, Minivers j Matthew Sandilands, Efq; of Coii- 
fton, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery of Cburnjide, Mr 
•George Tod at Ey mouth, Mr David Young at Foulden, 
Minijlfrsj Sir J6lin Stewartof Allanbank,Bart.i?i///;2^f;/. 
der .-—From the Prejbytery of Keljo, MrJameS Richardfon 
lat Morlfettle, Mr Andrew Scott at Stitchell, Minivers j 
the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, Treafurer of the Navy, 
Ruling Elder .^-^Vrom the Prejbytery ^ of Jedburgjb^ Mr ' 
James Rutherford at Hounam, Mr Benjaniin Dickfoii at 
Kirktoun, Mr David BrQwn at Crailing, Minijlers s 
Jbhn MacFarlane, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder ^^-^From 
the Prejbytery of ^Lauder, Mr William Gullan at Leger- 
wood, Mr James Duncan at Mertoun, Mihi/lers / Capt. 
John Pririgle of Georgefieid, Ruling Elder: — From, the 
Burgb of Lauder\ the Ea^l of Lauderdale :---From the Pre 
Jbytery of Selkirk, Mt Thomas Robertfon at Selkirk; Mr 
William Campbell at Lilliesleaf, Minijlers ; William El- 
liot, younger of Borthwickbrae, Efq; advocate, Ruling 
Elder : — ^From the Burgb of Selkirk, Mr James Rochead, 
late merchant in Edinburgh: — ^From the Prejbytery of 
Annan^ Mr William Hardie MoncriefF at Annan, Mr 
John Morgan at Graltncy, Minijers j Sir William Max- 
well of Springkell, BsLrt.'Rulmg Elder: — ^From the 
Trejbytery of Langholm, Mr John Lowrie, at Efkdale- 
muir, Mr John RufTell at Cannonby, Minijlers s Mr 
Jame? Saunders, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Lochmaben, Dr Patrick Nifbet at 
Hutton, Mr David Donaldfon at Waniphray, Mr David 
Dickfon at Saint Mungo, Minijlers ; Mr John JafFray^ 
writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — ^From the jB»r^i5 of 
Locbmaben, Mr Archibald Douglas, writer in Edinburgh: 
, — From the Prejbytery of Penpont, Mr William Keyden 
*at Penpont, Mr William Rarikcn at Sanquhar, Minijlers s 
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•Mr Robert Crinzean m Penpont, Ruling Elder >^YrovtL 
^th€ Burgh of Sanquhar^ Mr John Peat, writer in Edin- 
burgh : — From the Prejbytcry of Dumfriei^ Dr David La^ 
mont at KiJ-kpdtrick Durham, Mr James Heron at Klrfc- 
guneoli, Mr William Macmoirin at Carlaverick, Minijlersi 

Robert Riddell of Glenriddcll, Efqf. RuHng Elder: ^ 

From the :Burgh of Bumfrissy Alexander Fergufon, of 
Craigdarroch, Efq; — i\nd the General Aflembly added 
thereto, Dr Thomas Hardy, one of the minifters of the 
City, and Profeflbr of Church Hiftory in the Univerfity 
of Edirfburgh, in place of the Moderat^Dr; together 
with all thofc whofe commJiSons were rejeded on ac* 
count of informality, vi%^ ^qt the City of Gla^ow^ Ar- 
chibald Campbell, Efq; advocate :— rFor the Prtjbytery of 
Itiveraryy Mr Archibald Campbell at North Knapdale^ 
-Mr Lauchlan MacLauchlan at Craignifh^Afwj/f^rjy Da- 
vid Campbell, Efq; of Combie, Ruling Elder : — And for 
the Prejbytery of Lom, Mr William Campbell at Kilchrc- 
nan, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardchatton, M/i^j/jfor/ j John 
Campbell, Efqj of Lochend, Ruli^ Elder: -To be 
'Goi4MissiON£Rs of this General Aflembly, to the effeA 
after mentioned j with power to the faid CommiiGoners^ 
or their quorum, which is ^hereby declared to be any 
thirty-one of the faid Commiflioners, whereof twenty* 
)One are always to be miniilers, to meet and convene 
within the Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the- firft day 
after the diflolutipn of this Aflembly, at ten of the clock 
in the forenoon j and thereafter, the fecond WcdnefHay 
of Auguft, third Wednefday of November, a'Ud the firft 
Wednefiiay of March next to come, aaad oftener, wbea 
and ^Y^^re ' they fliall think fit and convenient, .with 
power to the (aid Commiffioners to chufe their own Mo^ 
derator: And likewife, the General AflTembly fully em- 
powers their faid Commiflionersj or their querun> above 
mentioned^, to cognofce and finally deterpiine, a^ they 
ihall fee caufe, in every matter referred^ or that (hall be 
referred to them, by an a«ft or order of this Aflembly; 
-afid to do every thing contained ioi, and conform 'to the 
iuftrudions gi^^en, or to be giveaby this Aflembly j and 
to advert to the intereft of the Church on every occa* 
lion, tliat the Church, and prefent eftablifliment there- 
of, do» not fuffer or (uftain any prejudice Which they 
can prevent, as they will be anfwerablie : Provided al- 
ways, that this general clauft be not extended to parti- 
cular affairs or proeefles before Synods or Prefbyleries, 
that are not of uniyerfal cimcerQ tt>^. or linfluence upoa 
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The whole Church. And It Is herehy appointed, that no 
private procefles be determined, except at the four 
dated diets ; and what fliall be determined at one diet, 
of the CommJflion, ^th relation to private caiifes, (hall 
be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and (hall Hand 
and continue in force till difapproved of by the General . 
Aflembly. And the Aflembly renews the inllrudtions 
glyen by the General Aflembly in the year one thoufand 
fevcn hundred and feventeen to their ComrtiiiDon, and 
appoints the fame to ftand in fu!l force as inftrudions to 
the Commiflibners before named, and to be obferved by 
them in all points, as if the fame were fpecially here in- 
fertedj and that they enquire l^to the publifhing and 
{^reading of books and pamphlets, tehding towards the 
promoting of opinions of whatever' kind, inconfiftent 
with OUT CokffJJion of'Faith ;' and that the recommenders 
of fuch books or pamphlets, or the errors therbin con- 
tained, whether by word, writ, or pr|nt^ be called be- 
fore the faid Commiffion, to anfwer for the fame. And 
further, the faid Gommifliori is hereby empowered to 
receive any references and appeals that fhall be made tt) 
them from Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen 
fflch affairs for the next General Aflembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the fupprefling of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and afllflance to 
Synods and Prefl>yteries, upon application to them for 
that end : Likewife, to take care that the impreflions of 
the Holy Scriptures^ the Confcffion ofFaitb^ and Catechifms^ 
and fuch books as are authorifed By this Church, rela- 
ting to the doctrine, worftiip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be corred ; and give directions about printing 
the fame. And the Commiflioners arp appointed and' 
empowered to keep a correfpondence with the Commit- 
tee for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands^ for 
fupprefling Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re- 
formation in thefe parts, and give afllltance and concur- 
rence therein ; and, if need be, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiflioners are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difcharged to meddle in any other matters than what, 
are committed and referred to them as above mention- 
ed : And, in all their adings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conflitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the 
fame j declaring, that,. in and for all their adtings, they 
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^all be accountable to, and ccnfuraWe by the next Ge- 
neral Aflcmbly, as they (hall fee caufel And the Gene- 
ral Aflembly appoints the faidCommiflioners particularly 
'to obferv^ the ads of the General Aflemblies one thou- 
sand feven hundred and twelve, ail^ one thoufaud feven 
hundred and nineteen, refpeding the application of the 
public money ; which two ads are printed among the 
ads of Aflembly one thoufand feven hundred and fixty- 
one. And this Commiflion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiilion be appointed ; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the faid Commiffion ; 
and abfents dierefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the i7th ad of the General Aflemblj held itl the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
better fecuring of a quorum, and attendance of^ menv- 
bers on the Commiflion, the General Aflembly prohibits 
the Preft)ytery of Edinburgh, -or any other Pre(bytery 
within twelve miles. thereof, to meet on any of the days 
or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiflion ; 
and fuch of the notembers of thefe Preibyteries as are on 
the Cop^miflion, are required^ all of them to give at« 
tendance on the diets thereof | and the Preibyteries at 
a greater diflance, who have four or more members OQ 
the Commiflion, are to take care^ that at leaft two of 
them attend each diet of the fame : And th^ General 
Aflembly appoint their Commiflion, at their firft meet- 
ingi, ^p difcufs as many of the caufes and queftiQtis rela* 
tive-to the fet;tlement qf vacant churches, which a.re or 
fliall be referred to them by the AflG?mbly, as they can 
^vertjike. And it is further provided, that when, any 
iPrefbytery or Syrjod of this Church , (hall decline to 
>comply with the fentence of the Commiflion^ or. to give 
the fame a full execution, in that cafe the Cpintni^n 
is hereby prokibited to execute the fame, bj^ appointing 
anyl^ch cori;efpondent .meet^ing, as h^s been fome time . 
the. practice, bpt fHair allow the f?ii?e to lie over to the 
enfwing Aflembly, to which fuch Prefljyterjes or Synods 
fliall be-anfweraljle for fuch their condud, and are 
hereby appointed to fend up wjth their Commiflioners 
their reafons for the fame. And that iq. pafling their 
fentences, and in^ ordering the execution qf the fame, 
they fl:ndly obferve tl^e 12th ;aQ of the Aflembly one 
thoufand feven hundred and thirty-Qx. 
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Commifljon to fome Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for the Reformation of 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scot- 
land, and for managing his Majefty^ 
Royal Bounty for that end. 

Edinburgh, May 2^ Sejf, g. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do, no^ 
miiiate and appoint the Reverend Di^ Robert 
Small^ one of the mimfters of Dandee, their Modera* 
tor, aJl the minifters who are members of the Prcibyte- 
ry of Edinburgh, . Mr Robert Muter at Kii^cudhright, 
Mr Jobn^ Jobafton at Crofsmichael, Dr William Boyd at 
PenninghanK Mr John Coulter at Stranraer, Mr Willi- 
liam MacQuhae at St Quivoii, Mr Jobti Shepheid at 
Muirkirlc, Dr. George Laurie at London, Mr John Moti- 
teith, /tf^/^r, at Neilfton, Mr Michael MadCuUoch at 
Bothwell, Mr Jofeph Cricbton at Carftairs, Dor William 
Porteous, Glafgow, Mr William Taylor, there, Mr John 
Stewart at Luis, Mr Arcdftihald MacLea at Rochiay, Mr 
Alexander Stewan at Jura, Mr Archibald MacCoil at 
Tyrie, Mr Robert Williainfon at Lcthendy, Mr George 
Baird at Dunkeld, Mr Harry Inglis at Forte viot, Mr 
Johp Duncan at Alva, Mr John Scott at Muthill, Mr 
Patrick Graham at Aberfoil, Mr James Reid at Beath, 
Mr David Swan at Scoonie, Mr Robert Bogie at Logic, 
Mr John Mair at Cameron, Mr James Nairn at Pittex^ 
wcem, Dr George Hill at St Andrew's, Mr Jsunes.Ogil- 
vy at Eafly, Mr John Webfter at Inverdrity, Mr David 
Spens at Kinnaird, Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, 
Mr Alexander Peter at Logicpert, Mr James Leilie at 
Fordoun, Dr Alexander Gerard, Aberdeen, Mr Tho- 
mas Gordon at Aboyne, Mr JamesReid at Auchendoir, 
Mr William Duff at Foveran, Mr Thomas Shepherd at 
Bourtie, Mr Robert Duff at King Edward, Mr Robert 
Grant at CuUen, Mr, John Cooper at Glafs, Mr James 
Grimt at Inveravex), Mr Lewis Grant at Cromdale, Mr 

WiUiam 



2D The ACTS of the 

William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr John Hoyes at Kin- 
lofs, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy^ Mr Robert Rofe at In- 
vernefs, Mr Alexander Wpod at Rofcmarkic, Mr Alex- 
ander Munro at Edderton, Mr Diniel Rofe at Dingwall, 
Mr James Grant at Laggan, Mr George Munro at South 
XJift» Mr Alexander Stronach at Lochbroom, Mr George 
Rainnie atCriech/Mr Alexander Falconer atEdradhilles, 
Mr Robert Gun at Latheron, Mr James Watfon at 
South Ronaldfay, Mr John Anderfon at Stronfay, Mr 
William Mnchell at- Tingwall, Mr Robert Wiftiart at 
Livingftone, Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, Mr 
Charles Findlater at Ncwlands, Dt" Atexander CarJyle at 
Inverefk, Mr George Goldie at Athelftaneford, Mr 
Daniel MacQueen at Preftonkirk, Mr Selby.Qrd at 
Longformacus, Mr George Tod at Ey mouth, Mr James 
Richardfon at Morebattb, Mr James Rutherford at 
Hounam, Mr William Gullaa -at Legerwood, Mi' Tho- 
mas Robertfon at Selkirk, Mr William Hardie^Moocriefi* 
at Ana^n, Mr John Rudell at Canonby, Dr Patrick 
Nifbet at Hutton, Mr William Key den at Pcnpont, Dr 
David Lamont at Kirkpatrick-Durham, Aiinifiersj John 
Gordon, Efq; of. Carleton, Horatius Cannan, Efq; of 
Barley, George Cranfton, Efq; of Dewar, Thomas Adair, 
Efq; of Genoch, Mr, Thomas Smith, writer, George Fer- 
guubn, Efqj advocate, the Hon. Mr Patrick Boyle, Hen** 
ry. Stewart, Efq; of Allanton, Profeflbr Archibald Ar- 
thur, Glafgow, The Lord Prefident, John Lamont of La- 
mont, Efq; Archibald MacDonald of Sanda, Efq; WiU 
Ham Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; Allan MacDougall of 
Hayfield, Efq; Thomas Elder, Efq; of Forneth, David 
Steuart, Efq; banker, Profeflbr Hugh MacLeod, Glaf- 
gow, the Hon. Henry Erfkine, Major John Melvill, Dr 
Andrew Duncan, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Weir, writer, 
Mr William MacCormick, Edinburgh, Profeflbr Henry 
David Hill, Sir William Ramfay of Banff, Mr Thomas 
Miln, merchant, Canongate, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, 
Adam Gillies, Efq; advocate, John Burner, Efq, advo. 
cate, the Procurator, William MacDonald of Rineaton, 
Efq; Profeflbr Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, Mr William 
Gordon younger of Rothney, Mr James Morifon, jun^ 
merchant, Leith, Mr George Andrew, writer, Mr John 
Gordon,ytf;i. of Cairnfield, Mr Baron Gordon, Ifaac Grant, 
Efq; of Hilton, Dr Gregory Grant, Edinburgh, Mr 
Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet> Mr William Scott, 
banker, Mr Alexander Grant, writer to the Signet, Ro- 
bert MacKintofli, Efq; advocate, Convener John Lindfay, 
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Edinburgh, Charles Rofs, Efq; adroc&te, Robert Colt^ 
Efq; of Auldhame, Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to 
the Signet, Mr Coll MacDdnald^ writer to the Signet, 
William Macleod-Bannatyne, Efq; of Kames, Bailie Da- 
niel Miller, Caqongate, Mr William MacLean, mer- 
chant, Edinburgh, Mr James Horn, writer to the Signet, 
Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer, Malcolm Laing, Efq; 
advocate, James Cunningham, Efq; of Hyndhope, Com* 
mifEoner Qrieve, Profeflbr Dalzel, Edinburgh, Lord 
Henderland, William Ramfay, Efq; of Barnton, Dean 
of Guild Smith, the Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Con- 
vener Reid, Baillie George Leflie, Charles Hope, Efq; 
advocate, the Solicitor General, John Brown of Coulter- 
mains, Efq; James Montgomery, Efq; advocate, Ah- 
drew Hamilton of Spittlebaugh, Efq; the Lord Advo- 
cate, Matthew Sandilands, Efq; of Coufton, the Right 
Honourable Henry Dundas, John MacFarlane, Efq;. ad- 
vopate, the Earl of Lauderdale, William Elliot, Efq; ad- 
vocate. Sir William Maxwell, Baronet, Mr James 
Saunders, writer to the Signet, Mr John JafFrgy, writer, 
Mr Archibald Douglas, writer/Mr John.Peat, writer, Alex- 
ander Fergu(5>n of Craigdarroch, Efq; Rulini Elders s 
TO BE A CoMMrrxEE of this Aflembly, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highlands, and Iflands of Scotland, for pro- 
moting the knowledge of true religion, fuppreffing Po- 
pery and profanenefs^ and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terrtis of 
His Maje^y^s grant tq this AfFembly. In profecuyon of 
which purpofes^ the Commktee are to appoint Preach- 
ers and Catechiils, to go to fuch places as they fhall 
find, upon due information, to be the moft proper, ac- 
cording to His Majefty's defign, exprefled in His war- 
rant ; and, in fo doing, that they have particular regard 
to fuch parifhefi, in South Uift, Small Ifles, Glenco, 
Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and Loch- 
aber, and the other pariflies of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee fli^ll find, by reafon 
of the vaft extent, by the prevalency of Popery and ig- 
norance, and other unhappy circumftances, to be in the 
greateft diftrefs: And they fhall take care, that the per- 
sons they employ he certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for thefe refpedive offices, of 
good abilities for the fame, of a pious life and coriverfa- 
tion J prudent, of undoubted loyalty to His Majefty, 
and of competent (kill in the principles of Divinity, and 

F . particularly 
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particularly m Popifli controFcrfies t Siich Preachew 
and Cat6cbifts beiiw^ hereby appointed to be fubje^ to^ 
and under the infpedrion of the Prefbyteries of thtj 
bounds to ^^hich they are fent, who are to take cari 
that the orders of the Comtnititee be diily eWerved by 
them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed tx)- cate- 
chife, and both they and the Cfltec&tfts to inftruta the 
people from houfe to houfe, and* to irifitthe fick; and^ 
in all their labcHir among the people, to b* careftrf to 
teach them the prmciples and duties of the tree Chri- 
ftian Proteftant religion, and the obligations thefy are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign Kin^ George, 
and obedience to the laws : Andthe Committee ar e em*- 
powered to give them fucli mflnatftions, as to their work 
and behaviour, a& they (hall judge meet j which inftruc- 
tions the Preachers and Catechifts are hereby ordered 
to obey. The General Aflewibly do further appoint the 
faid Committee, to have a partictifar regard in thek pro- 
cieedings, to the regulations agreed npott by the Cotti- 
raittee of the Aflerably for managing the Royal Bounty, 
on the 3(Dih of September 173b, ajpproveri by frequent 
Aflemblies; And to take care that Preffcyteries, and 6- 
thers concerned, obferve the fame; which they are here- 
by ordered to do: Particularly, the Allembly ordains 
thef feveral Prefbyteries to infert in their regiftei'Si the 
Committee's appointments of the defigttairionsi falaties, 
and ftiations of the feveral nvlffi6naries, and trt have an 
exafcft regard thereto,, in all the Ifetter^ tBey.fttajr Wit6 
nftowt^ie ferd !iiiflioflarJes,^and' ifr giving 6f certi^cam 
*6 tftettv ; and to^tttdt all thfeilr letters, eoncerning mK^ 
fioiiarie^ i-Rl the>r boundls, only tky the Moderator of tire 
Committee J which: letters Aall .be figned, at the ap* 
pointment of the Prefbytery, by the Modefator or Clerk 
thereof: And the Aflembly does difchar^e any payment 
to be made of the fahries of the rtiiffiondr les^ except up- 
on receipts from the miffionaries themft^es, and upon 
ceftiQcates from the Prefbyteries, bearing. That they 
have feryed for the time mentioned in the receipts ; ^nd 
that every Catechrfl! .who receives a fahry from the 
Royal Bounty, on condition that the parifhioners or 
gentlemen of the difirid fhall pay a certam fum in aid 
of fach falary, (hall infert, in the body 6f his receipt to 
the Calhier, a declaration that he has received the par- 
ticular ium fpecified ; and that the atteftation of the 
PreAytery Iball in like manner bear, that the Catechift 

has 
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:kw:f4cdTeft:)»ie fti^fetfjd fum. whkh the Gomtaittee 
maketfaie con^tioto qf Ms appoint'oient ; it behng under* 
ikovA by tbis-nefolution/ tbafc tbeifOT^lial ftat>ip;n/s/ with 
ifegar^ to i^J^h Tuph conditrlona ¥fwe origlnaUy made 
by the Goirmfiittefe, wheft-no fuch ^olaratidn-bf tbe Ca-^ 
ttehHl, qr aittbflation c£fl» Prefbjftery, as is ncyyf pro- 
pofed^ is recctiv^d by the Caflvier; ihall be afterwards 
j^ppre{£bd fey the Committee^ thopgh:the Cate^biflf ftiall^ 
notwlthftan^fi^ receive the faharyf Fm the time be is 
certified to have perforitted hts duifff*^ ;That a jouraaA 
o€ the kioiiranc's labours iittbe miniftry, of the Br»lio«ii 
qonninittedi tp hinj, be wirrtten on the back of the Pref- 
bytery's'xrertlificate, vtsa& %ned by him, as thfc ground 
. oiail wbidi tbePrelbytery bave. grouted, him faid certifi- 
oaw^v Tbe^GeneraiAflembly do alib: empower the (aid 
-GommicteettJ- apply, for thepurpofw above mentioned, 
\i?bfitina^'i5eBlain ^f the laft year's Royal Bouhty not 
diiljMStrtrf, by fdaib^n of any of the reiffiodari^s noj:,fu^ 
filRn^ the appointments ia^id updn^ thein j and that they 
ate:t<>. kfeep a regiQer of «beir proccieidjrrgs, andlikfeWife 
difti nil Woks of ^aocfdunts,. how; tliie fcwrefeid iVipney is 
lidlftWlejl^.5vhk3tLflixUt terpiteiat t<^>*ny. eon<Jertoeji^ who 
ple^fetoaofpicia the^farnet: Of the peefons abow nanied, 
aa members of this Comnaittee^ fiveaic declared to be a 
•c|tt<>ifunjy \Hieireof thifeeare to be mi»S<lers, But it is 
hereby appointed. That at the quarteiply rmertting of the 
Gelinmittee, :in which- tike fcbeine *r eftabiifbmint of 
imiiionaries for the ef>(uing year is- to be approved and 
d«erro!med,'riot lefs than ^urteea^all be the quorum, 
whereof^ i^imefliall be minifters ;; and the faid Commit- 
t;ee are .appointed to iiave their firft-g6tieral mteting at 
!Eldinbur^, the '.firft lawful da:y after the adjournment 
of' the firilof the ftated diets of the Commiffion of the 
General Aflemb>yj. their fecond meeting' (wbich; is for 
fixing the. anttuaL fcbei©e), upob the fecond Thurfday 
of July, Witii power to tbo^ naiembers vrho QxdXi then 
be prefent, to adjourn j and their other two general 
meetings the firft Idwful days after the ftated meetings 
of the Gommiffion of the Generat A0ecnbly,in November 
and March, within the Aflembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenooil, except that day (hall fall to be 
Saturday, and then the meeting (hall be upon, Monday 
next thereafter, at the faid hour; with power to the 
faid Committee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and 
places as they fliall find moft needful and convenient ; 

And 
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And they arc to keep a correfpondence with the Com- 
miffion of the General Aflemhly, and the Society for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge, and their Goromittee 
of Diredors, and to take their advice and affiftance ; and 
alfo to correfpond with the Synods. and Prefbyteries con- 
cerned. They are likewife inftruded and empowered, 
as they fliall fee caufe, to apply to the Government, or 
any Magiftrate, for afliftance and fupport in carrying 
on the defign of the Commiflion now given to them. 
And the General Aflembly do appoint Mr Wiliiam Ro- 
bertfon advocate^ Procurator for the Church, and re- 
ceiver of the forefaid Royal Bounty, to pay oiit the 
fame, as he Ihall be direded and ordered by the fore- 
faid Committee, and according to their rules. And the 
faid Committee are appointed to examine the accounts 
of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame 
before the Lords Commiflioners of His Majefty's Trea- 
fury, or the Barons of His Majefty's Court of Exche- 
quer, and to report their diligence to the General At 
fembly, to whom thev are to be accountable. And it is 
agreed. That no perlon once employed and inlert in the 
fcheme, fliall be (truck out thereof for that year, but by 
the quorum of at Icaft fourteen, whereof nine to be mi- 
niflers ; and in cafe any complaint fliall be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it fliall not be determined 
the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but 
it fliall lie on the table till another meeting ; aitd in the 
mean time the pcrfon complained of, and the Prefliytery 
of the bounds wherein he officiates, fliall be acquainted 
of fuch. complaint, and thofe concerned be required to 
fend to the (aid Committee a juft account of the matter, 
againft the next meeting. And it is farther appointed, 
That after the yearly fcheme of mifljonarieis on the 
Royal Bounty is fettled in manner-above. dire<3cd, and 
notice thereof given by letters to the Preftiyieries con- 
cerned, fuch Prefliyteries fliall fend up to the faid Com- 
mittee their anfwer to thefe letters, at fartheft with their 
Commiflioners to the General Aflembly, if the fame be 
not done fooner ; and that the Committee, at their firft 
meeting after the General Aflembly, fliall endeavour to 
complete the next year's fcheme themfclves ; and if they 
cannot complete it, they fliall name a Sub-committee of 
their number for that purpofe, who are to lay their 
draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, which is 

appointed 
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appointed to meet as foon after the rifing oi^the JSat 
fembly as pofSble. And empowered the Committee, at 
their firft meeting, to rejeft any petition for a new fta* 
tion, in cafe they (hall find fufficient objeSions againft 
it; and that the faid Committee, in making up the 
icWie of aiiflionaries/ ^c« do &9t 'exceed the fumin 
the grant. 

Oy^t;«!ire retpediing the, Ordin^itJpn af 
Elders, re-tranfinitted. 



TT7HEREAS great irregularities iiavc crept into the 
VV Church, with refped to the ordination of Elders, 
•the.>C^nfiral'iUIejpaWj. overtures, That it be ena^ed, 
That'noMiiliAer'niould fet apart aoy perfbn to the of- 
fice; flff Pjdpr in Jhis coTjgtcgatic^, who : tus ii^^f a . %cd 
jrefide^ce w the parifh,..or who.lsnjpt an J^rit^r. in jthc 
par4n,K i^f Rfiipg.jtppjtple mf^anin^ ?nd ipten^ of this 
Ov^r^^c^.^o prev(^jiif,|lders $e,ingf .ordained ijp.qqngre- 
.gations ,wh^, . are' titji. .Siohwife .conp^^eo with,,tiiei9f:: And 
it be^9givipdfrftobd,f^liat,ai^y city there 

are naort congregation's thanoiv?^! ^aii^he.held ;as ^ 
pariiJi, fo far as refpeds the purpofe of this Overture* 

• • 1 •.•) [•■.•'i •. •■ •' r.;r "t. -.W ,?, jf^.l.'o ' i-JT'--' ;• "li . 

. ; ?,.■ ■■■■■■. [ '.'•'•' •.: j::h...-. •>.'. ■ ■ :.;• •■ 
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THfe Assembly bav'mg agteed to re-tranfmit ibe fol- 
lowing Overtut-e, with a Requi/Uiou^ 7iat Pjhssbt* 
vjuiiEs m4Sf ^9^ p^'ti^tjbH? ^fumim upcn ibt 
Third Secxion ; and tranfmit their Of^moa to next 
AJfembfyt reJpeSi^g the namber 43f Seffioos that 
Students of DiWQity -Iboilld attend a Dlymity* 
Halt 4 and the proper DiJfinSion vobkb otijgbt to be 
made betwixt a regular and At.oceafional Attew^ 
W^e^, 'tbe'jfMe u'be^ r^Jtrai^fki^»aeeordbi^, 



Overture TeQ>c3iE)g the Licenfing of 
t^robationers^ re-tr^nfmitted. 

' . . : •■ • . ' ■ • • •■ - ■, .-. •,; •, ;. .- ,• 

• . • .• ♦ 

''^HE'Ofeiictal A4fed%'l»«vhig taktta under tlic^r ife-' 
.<]. riteus cot^idef^tlon, ^e'^rd^t danger ^o irilicb tlie 
%tifeiiifts'i|f '.rfeH^On «tta:<:<f this ChnWh itiay be ^ipofed, 
Uy'^ltednflftg'iitiyto.pttkcJh flie|fdfpil, Who are not diihr 
'<JlftUfilda''foi''<teitHtnt>ttrtatfttrtfft,' db hereby enad/ an^ 
^fMfi,''Mt;')liii\\'t\ht'c»^\ti^\ht fc^dwing regtifah 
«dn«1hklr tc'ftrl^Ty obfetVed 1 ; ^ 



: / 1 



L It is hereby enaded. That no Student (hall be eo* 
tered apon the roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefi 
he (hall produce to the faid Profeilbry a certificate from 
the minifter of the parifh in which he has his i^ual re« 
iidence ; or in his abience, or during a vacancy in faid 
ppqrifl], from Comt neighboming minifler^ bearings that 
his chara<^er is fuitable to his views ; together with a 
diploma of Mailer of Arts^ or Certificates from the fe^ 
Teral IVofeflbrs of Philofophy, under whom he hath ftti- 
died ; from which it may be clearly a(cenained| that in 
ibme Univerfity or Univerfities^ he bath gone through 
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« full counfe t£Vhaia£<xdtfy^ m Gms ielAian «f Cbll^ 
-fiKoedhig thkt in iwhich Yke cesi?ifiGal!es aw prodaoed. 

H. To 1S03A the better fecofity fm* t'be vegular imd 

exemplary condud of Studehu in 0i<viaitj, k ir faetehy 

renaded. That upon the conclafioo of that ieffipn m ' 

rw)lU>h tbej: ^reoe firft inmlled by the Pfofeflbr^ they 

'ik^Vk, Ibcae time >witbin"fiic luileadar months tbei^^e'r, 

'iotinate to tbe.Pre(byte0ies,"m wtiofe bocinds they* have 

jdwirtre^peftiw places of ndfidfence, chat tfiey have coin- 

./inenaed Students la Divininy i eatd «^at> ^«ny Student 

:{)ia8:McafioiBte remow'AomJthe bdti^s df oneflre'fby- 

teey^iQlibafeibf another, IwfliaU, within 'fix k^eqAtr 

.csausiQis afoer .iaad removal, linamate 'tk^ fame to ^e 

iPrelbytery in whofe bounds he is to have his newr fcfi- 

(dence, and produce to them a certificate of his chara<^er 

.fi!<)«»fcbaci:PnrtffagrtBry <viitb%bom lie was laft conneded ; 

vQCiattleafi a(ioe(tifiaate< 9f hi» moral ^arai^ef frpm-t^ 

.>ltiitttii)er, of {tlM{ paiutOi Iti rwftklv he iDefidc^. <' Aiiti- it is . 

.. i&rtber t^omSbedy IllMit ' vfae -^eral f^eCbytieries W this 

/Ghoisb, iOialLkesp «xaa lUH «f fttch'gt^iits df 13^ . 

.;ility«:iaB oeidledvidiia i^ir ^NMmcte,}' i^l^acdi 6v(hr itijie 

.Kttitdaa «if the liiiid Students^.' "' -- ' ' 
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nCbat joU Scnlemsi irbp >have been i^rolled ' by PrbfefH)i*s 
.t)f jPttviaitgryin/ilwmatiiMtr prdirtbedyby this^^, &a1l 
continue to prd&odiie. t^ midy^of Qiyibity fbr^be term 
of fix years : Provided always, That if any Student. bath 
f weal m^abi atoendantse! rin the Divihiey Hati, during 
ilbv^oe^ foffion^' ha tourft 4^^ oonfider^ as couiplietcd 
in four lefiions ; and that if he bath ^ved rec^ar^t- . 

^pH he )CQofidcved as< <4:dmpieved in - .five ' feffibits'. '^Tid 
the A^oalily do fartbet imdainf, thiat in each pf thde 
•jB^i^,iSilid^sdB Atail btt' iitirblied 'W ^e Frofeflbti durine. 
i^i^/fWM.ldUffpiQt'nf'X^it re^3ivit^i;<>arfes, and defi- 
ver in the Divinity Hall, in «he aaanuer herein ^fter- ' ^ 

HPHatqkifWOFiidied!, 'aln Mxtjgtfif in Latin <on fome xontro- 
y^rtfid ;bc;dd in Divinity, ^w Homity 4n EngKfb^ au Exerr- 
4)tffl and Addipbii, a' Le^tn-e on' fotneiarge^p^riibn of 
^Jj3(tu«e, (bnd: a Pxkpokr 'Sermbn,-t4Qge«her ^ith iuch - 
otfaer Execcifesi as che PK>fc€brs*!Siali think proper to 
(^^(craibew it.is iikewiie^hereby ena<^ed, That, 'ineach 
4adFiqhereTeIfel£live cafes* thecouirle ftall be computed 
^iK>m ;the commencement of that fefiioo in which the 

Student 



. S^i|4l^C: wa^iOfi^naMy iarol|Q4 ; add! tKkt If a Student 
i).? priopofed to ^oy. Pre(bytei^ iot itrials,;ddring the cur^ 
Tcncy of his fourth, fifth or fixth feflion, accordinjz; to 

• ;l^h&; rp(3C>aI v^HLfatfii . of . ht9 : caiQ» ttiac > IciCoti ihall be* fu- 

vii^Uftfd'.a«:01^;qfA(t OOlwfoiin'cii ..';ij!;':'r'.- . :- . 

i:V,;,Prf>f«4bi5Sipf-ph*inltyi«re:r«|UMod/ 1^ attend) as 

.^[^^.^ ,clrcjuffi^ai»i^s. liift^ .peimicv ^roE^^tiie -condu^ of 

!.f^ph,St^dent&<^ i^F^' WKJAr.ttiQtn care/bad; as f^r an«kiey 

. ,^^4 ^^ Fa^<9^lsl^i> i''^ ' • '*9l&^i Ithat . evpr^r i Student' '&'all 

,d£{|ijK^ .,hifi^rft,.i^r(}oufr^'.;iilmetvtimeaiumng hisfecond 

/^^9I, ^at x^ifi )M«il»:&iiditlie>feioa»Qder «f dus difcoarils 

,ii^,^g|cb[ p«iti(^ftia^.'^{\y jfpable.-ibikn bo deliver the whole 

.^iq^*^ ti^ea^ ,i)efor4tthi9 .en0 rcif Jaiuiary of <:tbo ijtft feiSoa of 

fhj< ^purfe^ .>7j,it v: A --d ibrti."-.. •-.. m'^'' ••'■ • .■>'' ••' 

).^f)nWhcn,a ^uderttiis ttwh(i3i>»opof]B^iitoHany Pvefty. 

VfiS*'3f»(/^* prd«>i, t)9> lb« tftkeil ttpootrdlr^ >the Prelbjrteiy 

^ll:}^'aloa^,4nd t^t vH^oiPifpriihatipiyDpbfe (hall lie 

.uf)oif.>tli&i^l/^il^heh''a^t.>didia«f^ ijfa^ lia>the 

. jim^njijnie* ^.'^tpShyt&rffiin^taipipwoti tHe'teember'tiy 

.,x^9i3Ei((lfB Sl^^djsiiii ^as.b^csb itcc^oded)! <o-iaif >belbi^:'the 

iaid meeting all the Certi^^Qettiniavobedf tflie Scddtem, 

that are ufually required on fuch occalions ', to defire 

i^m..tp .,attei4 4le/ feme, ! japtt\tftltf forinrAjap ifiat . '^^ 

jbqlly.cp tbe- ni^j^tiflg, be -ougbtt^ wait oiD&ich ibeinBers 

jpf'the^refliytenyt as ;|is^«| Q9ft:fe£mfifly.:had 'ahoppbr. 

!x^Tut/!pf^oaver(Utg!M^th;J^llli:b prtFabB.:(i ui .i -nioo 

-iXv Wbcn;thf:tiCie:BpP<>»*»te4<for confidebragthcniii- 
ItipBrjis arrive^, t)^iP}rfQfyM}iilL HbsAl ftpidlornobferw' 'ibe 
YpUpwiog rfigpiai;ion$ :•.•-; *ti -fij .li'iuifi • 't ' i 
,;'j., ij^ llhe P.r^(|)3fte(-y. i(haU;be)al<Ait^ wlulertiiey are>em- 
rplpyedjp i^ifjpuii^ng ni^P ^eral>pcelimiaa£ie8>refpe<^Itt^ 
*,S"tu^c^,j^hp afie pyftpp^dhjfer lobk^.i -ii .'j • • ' '■ ''' 
, ;?^j, Jrbpjr5(b^|l,r|^vtre,(htilf<xi»^*Jvi^«a 
Stjiillec^.'wbo is;:]pfop()fed f9f thfttjpurpoie7iHas)con)pl6ted 
tnetwea,ty-fir.ily€as.of;li^srti^^ii I ; , ;.;Ifiu ... . i./ 
,."3(/, i>rp Siucl«Pt,ft*W brt adfpittjpdiito Jhrials, uulefsf'hfe 
ptp^uw^ totheTiitf^yteiiyllaj-Cjje^tilfira or CertificateiT, 
firppj theProfjsfi^frPli PfTofei^pits of Divinity^ under whoft 
,t%tioA,;lie h»tih.ftpdied(-^)^ring^ that.hei.hatb ppofe.. 
.cmt^d, i[iis iludie^, !l^d.:dertvyQtf:d. his..di(oiMM:fe$'in itb^ 
.inaijiiier prefc-rib^^j^y tl|Lsj^;;/aM tltatihii condtidl/ as , 
Jfarjas.c^QjiIifl^ <^itj^ tbe knowledge of the iaid Profeflbx; 

..- . .1 .•.•■ ■ . • .•..iaCj ■ • . • ;.,;a.. • •■ :•- ' ' - -Or 
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orProfeltors, has been in every refped faitable* to "his 

Yiews in life. v . • - 

/\tby No Prefbytery {hall receive^ any Student upon 
trials, linlefs they are (af isfied that he is of good report ; 
found in his principles > pious, foberj gra^, and pru- 
dent in his behaviour, of a peaceable difpofition, and 
well aflfibifted to the'ba|3py eftablifhment in this kingdom, 
both in Church and Stjite. And, that the Prefbytery 
may proceed with all due cauti6n, in a maftter of fuch 
peculiar inhportance, !hfc*y fhall not agree to the mo- 
tion in behalf of the Stndent, unlefs he (hall either have 
refided fix kalendar months wit4iin their bounds^ imme- " » 

diately previous to the- date of their delibeiratiOns, or 
fhall prodnce a eertifiijafe of his being qualified^ as is. 
herein provided, from the Prefbyferjr in wbo(e bounds 
he hath had his ufualfefideitce for that period. 

Stb\ The Prefbytery (hall not agrefe tothe motion in* 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe fe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which are necellary to 
enable hioa to be an ufi^ul Preacher of the Gofpel. And" 
the General Aflembly €>rdain^ that thtf Prefbytery, in 
otder to procure full information in this refpedi, (hall* 
examtrle the Student, dridly and privately, oti his know* • 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and* of Phi la^ 
fbphy and Theology. ^ 

6f^, If,- after theie ^preliminary fleps have been taken, 
the Prefbytety (hall be of opinion, chat the Siudent ' is 
dally qualified in tbefe feveral particulars, they ^fh^il re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write krters to the feveral P^refbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Sjmod, twa kaleadar months ^Scc Abridgment. 
Uaft before tbt meting oftbefOme^ informing them of the6cff.«/r. 1788. 
Prefby tery's intention to take the Student upon pvrblic 
trials ; and bearing, that the fevetal certificates in his 
favour, which are required by this ad, have been regu- 
larly laid before them. Bat it is hereby provided, That 
within the bounds of fuch Synods as meet only » once a- 
year, a Student may be entitled to have thefe circular 
letters written half a^year fooiiet^ than would be other** 
^ife coibpetetit^ 

VIL The Genertl Afferiibfy do likewife appoint Pref-, 
byteries to obferve the feveral regulations which are- 
prefcribed in the immediately preceding fedion of this 

H a<a, 
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ad, before th^y recommend a Student as qualified t^ 
be taken upon public trials by any other Prclbytery. 

VIII. If a Studept hath (ludied, either in whole or in 
part, in Univerlities which are not within the bounds 
of this Church, he fhali, when h^ is propofed to any 
Prefljytery for trials, be required to produce (atrsfying 
teftimoniais from the ProfefTors of Divinity in feid Uni-. 
verfities j and the time which thefe Profeflbrs fhall cer- 
tify to have been employed by him in (tudying Pivinity 

• under their tuition^ ihall be computed in the fame man- 
^ ner as if he had profecuted his ftudies in any of the 

Uniyerfities within the bounds of this Churchy But it is 
hereby provided. That no* Student, itt fuchcircumftances^ 
Ihair be admitted, even to tbofe private trials which are 
appointed to be taken before the writing of th^ circular 
letters, fooner than fix kalendar months after his' arrival 
in. Scotland. 

IX. The General Afiembly brdaiB, That if a Prefby-r 
tery propofe to take a Student upon public trials, and . 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, 2& ia . 
herein required, public intimation thereof (hall be made, 
at fome diet of the next meeting of-the Provipc.iai Sy- 
nod, which (h^ll not be the laft diet thereof. Aii^d it is 
likewife hereby ordained. That at fome fiibfequ^pt .diet 
of the Synod, particular enquiry ftialj be made, whether 
any of the members of the Court has any obj^ioo to 
ofier againft the Student being entered upon p4|blic trials.; 

X« If the Synod ihall allow the Student to be taken 
upon public trials, the Prefbytery Aall proceed thereia^ 
with all convenient fpeed; and the Afiembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student,, and in. 
the order herein mei^tioned : ly?, Catechetic trials on Di- 
vinity^ Chronology and Church- Hiftory ; 2^/, A trial on 
the Hebrew and Greek languages j 3</, An Exegefis iu 
Latin, on fome controverted head in Divinity, with the 
defence of the Thefis j 4/i&, A Homily in Englilh ; ^th^ 
An fixetcife and Addltiofi ;. ^h^ A Ledure on fome large 
portion of Scripture j 7/^, A popular Sermon ; it being 
underftood, that if the Prefbytery fee caufe, they may 
examine the Student upog' the (ubjed of thefe feveraL 
difcourfes^ 

" XL 
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XL The Student havmg goqe through the feyeral 
trials, which . are mentioned in thfc inoraediately pre;- 
ceding fedion of this, adt, the Prpfhytery are ordained 
to proceed! ia the fotlowmg order : . . 

i^, They ftiall deliberately. and ferioufly take a con^ 
.jund vie^ of ttee whole trials ; Oitid ifthey ihall bet ^ 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 
perform the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the 
Gofpel, they (hall by no means grant him a licence in 
his prefent circumftances. ^ 

2^, If, upon this review of the trials, the Preiby tery 
ate fully fatisfied therewith, they (hall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 

3^, The Prelbytery Ihall then propole to the Student,,, 
the queilions which are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs trials, by Acft io# Allemb. i^ii, and require him 
jto ftibfcribe the Formula^ which is prefcribed by the faid 
aft* And the General Aflembly ftridly prohibit all 
Prefbyterics from licenfing any Student to preach the 
Gofpel, who {hall not give ' expHjiit and fatisfying an- 
fwers to thefe queilions, and fubfcribe the, faid Formula. 

^b^ The. Pr^fty tery ftiall qrder the aA 
againfl Simoniacal piradices, to be read to the Student 
in< their prcfence. 

Lajlfy^ The Prefbytery fliall appoint their Moderator 
to licenfe the: Student to preach the Gofpel, and.Wdor 
their Clerk to furnifli hiiii ^ith an extra^ of his liceQ(^, 
agreeable to the form thereof, which is prefcribed by 
the laws of ftkis Church. 

XIL For the better obfervance of this Ad, the Ge- 
neral Aflembly ordain,: ijy That it fliall be printed a- 
mong their other printed ads ; 2^, That it fliall be 
printed by itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^, That a. 
copy of this feparate edition fliall be tranfmitted to each 
Profeflbr of Divinity ii^ the Univerfities of Scotland ; 
and that the faid Profeflbrs fliall read the fame in their^ 
refpedive halls, once at leafl: during every iefl[ion, and 
at fuch times as they have reafon^ to expeft the attend^ 
ance of the greateft number of Students for that feflion ;. 
4<A, That a copy of the fame edition fliall likewHe be 
tranfmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Prefliy terj^ 
within the bounds of this Church ; /and that the faid 
Clerks fliall keep the fame along with their minutes, and 
bring it up to each meeting of their refpedive Courts,, 
for the ufe of the members ;. and, hfily^ That when any 

Prefl)ytery 
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Prclbytery (hall give a Probationer an extraA of bis li- 
eenfe, they ihall fubjoin to the form iMrhieh i$ already 
requifke on that occaiion, the following words: "And 
" the Prefbytery do hereby certify, That, in granting 
** this licence, the Aft of Aflembiy refpeding 

'* the licenflog of Probationers, has been ftridly ob- 
" fenred." 



A& appointing the. Diet of the next 
General Afleittbly* 

Edinburgb, Afof 30. iTSfi* Sejf, uU. 

ZH£ next General Assembly of this National 
Church h afpoitited to be held vrLchin. the New 
ch Ayle of '£diDburgfai on Thurfday^tke 17th d^ 
of May, 1792. 

ColleBed and extraSed frem the . ReatnU of tbe 
^ 'General ^JJembfyy by 

AvtiRSW IXAttiEL, ^4 SceLSiot» 
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OF TBS 



ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of theGENERAf 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held at 
Edinburgh ia the year 1791, which are not priiited 
s at full length. 



Xburfday^ May 19, 1791. Sejf. ift. 
A Fter Sermon by the Reverend Dr John Walker, Mini- 
J^S^ ftet of OoUington, and Rggius Profeflbr of Natural Hi- 
ftory in the tJniveraty of Edinburgh, Moderator of the laft 
Qieneral Aflemblj, the Minifters and Ruling Elders conve- 
,ned in the Aflembly-houfe in the ufual manner: And, afur 
prayer by the faid jDr John Walker, the Reverend Dr Ro- 
bert Small, one of the Minifters of Dundee, being unani- 
moufly chofen Moderator, he, at the Aflembly's defire, took 
the chair. 
The KiKG*s Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Pari gcc Printed 
. of LxvEN, to reprefent his Majefty*s Royal Perfon, read, and Ads, No. L 
I ordered .to bic recorded. . . :• ; 
The. King> n^oft ^acious Letter to this AiHembly, read, and and No. IL 

ord^re^ ^q bQ recorded. . . 
t'fte (Jomwfl^ouer's. f^ theopeninjj of theAflembly, aipd 

- the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. . 
A Copimittee named for aniweriiig the King's moft gracious 

Letter. . 

A;,Comnuttee named for Kvifing the Commiflions to the Mem^ 
' bers of chisAflembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of, naming, Nlinifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
, Commiflio»^r,. ai>d receiving Lifts of Probationers in the feve- 
, ica^ Preft^yteriesy in ordqr tp their being recorded. 
A Committee for overtures named. 
A Committee for bills, rei^rences, and appeals named. 
44ioununGat. 

-nu .. . . Friday, May 20. lygu Seff. 2d. 

Sederunt/ . . » 

4,di?<^»^in?fayer/ . ; 

N^w Coio^miffions produced. 

Aflt VU., pC the Aflembly 1718, for the better difpatch of the 

bufinefs of the AiTembly, read, and the obfervation thereof 
[, <^joined. 

^Aiajiifters d^uned. to preach before his Grace the King's Com- 
^. fnil^onien 
^h^ Committee for reviiing Gginmii&oiis appointed to meet this 

evening at feven o'clocE 
•1 , The 



jIBRIDGMENT. 1701. 

The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to meet thi$ 

evening at half pad feven o'clock, in the ufual places. 
Adjournment. 

; Saturday^ May ^1. tjgi. Sejf. jfi. 

Sederunt. ... 

A new Commiflion produced. 
Sec Printed Thic draught of an anfwer to the ting's moft gracious Letter to 
ASs^No.uI. this Affembly, being brought in, and approved, his Grace 
the Commiffioncr, at the Affembly's requeft, undertook to 
tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

The Report of the Committee for overtures given ip, and read. 

The Affembly proceeded to conOder the objedions to the fd- 
lowing Commiffions, viz* 

It was objcdled to the Commiffion from the Prefbytery tof Deer» 
♦** That it is dated the iotb day of April, and that it is at- 
** tefted on the ^^tb day of jlpriL^^ After reafoning, a mo- 
tion was made and feconded« **,To rejeft the Coramifliofa, 
/* and expunge the Commimonerfe nimes from the rblh** 
And another motion was made and feconded, ** That ^sn^here- 
^* as it appears ex facie from the Commiffion, that the elec- 
" tion was not made upon the 30th of April : And whereas 
" evidence has been offered to this Houfc, that the eledion 
^* wais made upon the 30th of March, the General Affembly 
•* feall delay judging in the Commiffion, until the original 
** record of the Prelbytery be laid before the Affcmbly.^^ 
To which laft motion the Affembly agreed, without a vote j 
it being underftbod, that the Commiffioners from the Pref* 
^ bytery of j>eer, arc not to be toniidered as Members of this 

Affembly, until it appears* from the Taid record laid befbrc 
the Houfe, that the election was made in proper time. 

It was objefted to the Conmiiffion from the City of GlafgoW; 
** That it is dated x>n the 8/* day of Aprils and the refohi- 
*> tion to elcd is cin the ijl of Aprils which is. not ten free 
** days.** The Affembly rcjc<acd the Commiffibn, and 6r- 
dained the Commiffionet's name to be expunged froto die 
roll. • 

It was objefted to the Commiffidn fitrtn the Burgh of Elgin, 
" That in the atteftation, the word likewife is omitted; and 
" further. That in the fame atteftation, the words, of tbe 
** Ajffembly^ are alfo omitted." The Affembly repelled the 

. objedion, and fuflained the Conamiffion. 

It was objeAed to the Commiffion from thePrefbytery of Lbrrt^ 
" That the following words, tbe^^ord ofGod^ are t^mittcd.^ 
The Affembly rejefted the Commiffion, and 'ordained the 
'Comiiiiffioners names to be expunged from the roll. ' ' 

The Report of the Committee appointed by the laft General 
Affembly, on the fubjeft of ttte Teft Ad,' i#as given in and 
read : The Affembly agreed that the fame Ihall lie on the 
table till Thurfday next, to be' by them confidered on tliait 
day. . ! .. r 

A Committee named to confider the fubjeft of a General 
Augmentation of the Parochial Stipends, and Mr Solicitor* 
General appointed Convener thereof. 

Thanks 
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Thanks given from the Chair to the former Comtnittee on the 
Augmentation of Stipends^ for their diligence in the bufinefs 
coitamitted to them. 
The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, call- 
ed for, produced, and read. 
Agreed to take up the caufe refpeding the Schoolmafter of 
- Langholm on Monday next ; and the caufe pefpefting the 

fettlement of TuUich, <^^. on Tuefday. 
A Committee appointed to confider the caufe refpeding the 

fettlement of the parifh of Cadder. 
A Committee named to reviifc the a<SJings and proceedings of ^ 

the Commiffion of the laft General Affembly. 
A Committee named to revife the ^tilings and proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laft Aflembly, for managing the 
Royal Bounty for reformation of thie Highlands and Iflands. 
A Committee named to au4it and revife the accounts of the 
Prdcuratoirand Agent foi^ the Church, and other piiblic ac-. 
counts, confider the ftate of the Church's public mohey^ ^nd 
prepare overtures about the fame. 
The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this evenirig, 
and empowered to receive from the feveral Members any in- 
ftriiftions giyen to them by the refpedive Synods oJr.Prelty- 
teries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare over- 
tiiires thereon to the Aflembly ; and to receive and confider 
any accounts that fhall be given them of the ftate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
^qwth of Popery and, Siiperftition, and iprepare overtures for 
' preventing arid fuppreffing thereof. ' \ 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet this^ evening. 
Adjournment , ^ 

Monday f May 2^. 1791* Seffl 4tb. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiflions pMduced. 

Report of the Committee for overtures, called for, given in, 
and read. 

Agreed to confider on Saturday next the overtures froih the 
Synod of Lothian and Tweedda^e, and from the Synod of 
Merfe and Teviotdale, on the fubjeft of the Slave Tra^e. 

Synod-books called for. 

Committees appointed to revife the Synod-books of Angus and 
Mearns, and of Merfe and Teiiotdale. 

None of the other Synod-bpoks being brought up, appoint^ 
that they be brought up to next Aflembly. 

Agreed to confider on Saturday next, the report of the Com- 
' mittee appointed by laft Aflembly, to confider the propofed 
amendments on the oveiturerefpedlingthe Licenfing of Pro- 
bationers. 

A petition for the Prefljytery of Langholm, referring the 
caufe againft Mr Telfer, Schoolmafter of Langholm, to thi& 
Affembly, being read, a motion was made and feconded> 
, ** That this caufe be remitted to the Preft)ytery of L?ng- 
" holm, in term^ of the decifipn of the Commiffion of laft 
" Aflembly^ with ihftrudions to them to proceed in it with- 

K " out 
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« orit farther delay, to the beft of their judgment, aecord- 
** ing to the rules of the Church/' And another motion was. 
made and feconded, " That parties at the bar be he^rd be-. 
*• fore any judgment be g^ven.'* The Aflembly agreed ,to 
this ftate of the vote, Remit or Proceed; it being underftood, 
that if it carry Proceed^ parties Ihall be immediately heatd. 
And the roll being called, and votes marked^ it carried Remit. 
Therefore the Afletobly adopted the firft motion as their 
judgment. 

Agree to take up the caufe anent the fettkment of t)unfermliney 
and the qaufe concerning the fettlemeOt of Lochallh on Wed- 
nefday ; and the caufe of Dr Macgill on Friday. 

The Committees for ovcfttttres and bins appointed to meet, 

Adjourdment. 

' Tuefday, Majf 24. 1791. Sej: ^. 

Sederunt. -^ 

Nei<^ Commiffions produced. 

Report of the Committee Tor overtures called fcr, given in/ and 
read. 

It^as Obje(Jlfed to tl]ie ComittiMon iftrOrn the Prefbytery of InVe- 
rary, *• That it wants the afteftatioH.'^ The'.Affembly rejedl 
' the Commi^fion, and ordain the Commiftpuers names to .be 
eipunged from tire rolL \ . \ • 

A Commfttee appointed to cohfidfer the psipers refpedlipg the 
melioration of gkbfes and ftipetids. 

•the lift ofgtievances from the j?reibytery of North Ifles refer- 
red to the Procurator. 

The report of ttfe Colnnrtttee for bills called for, given in, and 
read. ' * ' . 

Agreed to confider the caufe refpeding the fchoolmafter of 
Bothwell on Saturday. 

Agreed to take up the caufe of Govan to-morrow, after the 
caufe of Dunfermline. 

The CoitiArittees for reviling tlie Conimiffion record, and Royal 
Bounty record, appointed to meet. 

Ail appeal at the inftance of Janies Farquhairfon/^fq;* of Iri- 
vercauld/ and others, heritors or inhabitants of the united 
parifhes of TulUcli, Glenmuick and Glengairden) from a fen- 
tence of the Synod of Aberdeen, appointing the Prefbytery of 
Kincardine-o*Neal, to proceed to the admimon of Mr George 
Brown to be minifter of thefe'parifhes, heard. A motioa 
was then made and feconded, ". That the Aflembly Ihall aiC- 
" firm the fentence of the Synod of Aberdeen^ and ordain . 
" the Prefbytery of Kincardine- o'Neal to proceed to the 
" fettlement of Mr George Brown in the united parifhes of 
** TuUich, Glehmuick and Glengairden, with all convenient 
*• fpeed, according to the rules of the Church/' And, after 
reafoning, another motion was made and feconded, '^ That 
" in refpeft there has riot been, proper and fatisfeftory evi- 
'* dence produced to the Affembly^ that tlie knowledge of 

* " the Gaelic language is not neceflary in the. paftor of the 
^* united parilhes of Tullich, Glenniuis:k in4 ^^l^ngairden,. 
.•* and as it does not appear that (he t^retbytery^has talwen the 

" neceflary 
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** ticcdlkty ftepi tot obtaimng that evidence, the General 
** Affembly remit this caufe to the Prelbytery of 'Kincardihe- 
** O'Neal, with an inftrudiorj to take the moft pfoj^er and 
^ esc'jpediem fteps in order to' obtain a juft kHoWlecfee of the ' 
« real ftate of the parifli, and report to next Affemfblj.'* 
The Aflfembly agreed to this ft ate of the vote, Affirm or Rmit^ * 
'and the toH being called, and votes marked, it carried -^^r/s^/ 
Therefore the .^Tembly affirmed the fentence of the Synod 
of Aberdeen. 

A mdtion Wa$ made and iriianimottfly agreed to, That as there 
are a fetr perfons in the united pariflies of TuUich, Glen- 
tnuick and Gfengait den, who have not the Englifti language; 
the General Affembly inftruta the Committee on the Royal t -r-" y- 

Bounty, to appoint an itinerant having the Gaelic language to ',* 

the faid united parifhes with all convenient fpeed, inftnic- 
ting them 'at ^t!be feme time to provide Mr Grant the present 
mimonary, in ai fituation equally comfortable. 

The Committee for bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Wednejday^ May 2^. 1791. Sejf.6. 

Sederunt. . 

Report of tffe Committee for bills called for, given in, and read. 

The Committee on public accounts and new applications. And 
the Committee on the cafe of Cadder, appointed to meet. 

An appeal at the inftance of John Eckford, merchant in Diin- • 
fermline, for himfelf, and4n name of the other heritors, el- 
ders, and others of the burg^ and parilh of Dunfermline, ^ 
tlrho. voted againft the moderation and call.t>f the Reverend 
Mr Allan Maclean to be firft. minifter of that parifli, from^ 
fentence of the Synod of Fife, aflSfming a fentence trf the 
Preftiytery, of Dunfermline, fuftaining the call to the faid 
Mr Allah Maclean to be minifter (rf the firft charge of the * 
Church and pariih of Dunfermline, and appointing the 
faid Preft)ytery to proceed to his fettlcment with all conve-, 
nient difpatch ^^cording to the rules of the Church, heard. 
The Affembly nnanimomlyconfidering this appeal as unfound- 
ed, frivolous^ and vexatious, difmiffed the fame, and affirmed 
the fentence" of the SyuQd of Fife and Preibytery of Dun- 
fermline; and at the reqteft of the Prelbytery, appointed 
them to proceed to the fettlement of Mr Maclean, on or be- 
fore the i^th day of July next, according to the rules of the 
Church. 

An appeal at the inftance of James Ritchie, Efq; of Bulby, 
and others, heritors of the parifli of Govan, from a fentence 
of the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, affirming a fentence of the 
' Prefl)ytery of Glafgow, fuftaining the call of the parifli of 
Govan, in favour of Mr John Pollock, and appointing the 
Preft>ytery tp proceed to his ordination as niinifter of that 
c*hurch ijnd parifti, with all convenient fpeed, according to 
.the rules of the Church, heard. The Affembly found this 
appeal frivolous and vexatious, atid difnilffed the fame : Af- 
firmed the fentence of the' Synod of Glalgpw and Ayr, and 
^ ordained the Prefbytery of Glafgow to proceed to the fettle- 

pient 
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2i&\ before th^y recommend a Student as qualified c<> 
be taken upon public trials by any other Prelby tery^ 

VIII, If a Studeot hath ftudied, cither in whole or in 
part, in Univerfities which are not within the bounds 
of this Church, he fhall, when h^ is propofed to any 
Prefbytery for trials, be required to produce Satisfying 
teftimonials from the Profeilors of Divinity in i^id (jni-. 
verfities ; and the time which thefe Prof^^rs fliall cer- 
tify to have been employed by him in ftudying Divinity 
under their tuition,^ ihaU be computed in the fame man-; 
ner as if he had profccuted his ftudies in any of the 
Univerfities within the bounds of tins Church. But it is 
hereby provided. That no Student, iil fuchcircumilances,. 
fliall be admitted, even to thofe private trials which are. 
appointed to be taken before the writing of tbe f:ircular 
letters,. fooner than fix kalendar months after his arrival 
in. Scotland. 

IX. The General Aficmbly brdaiu, That if a Preiby-r 
tery propofe to take a Student upon public t^ri^ls, an(i . 
have, with that ;riew, written the circular lettfrs, 2& ia . 
herein required, public intimation thereof fliall be made 
at fome diet of the- next meeting of-the Provipcjai Sy- 
nod, which fliall not be the taft diet thereof. , Aiftd it is- 
likewife hereby ordained. That at fome fubfequept .diet 
of the Synod, particular enquiry fliall be made, whether 
any of the members of the Court has any obj^i^ioQ to • 
ofier againft the Student being entered upon pctblic trials. 

X* If the Synod fliall a How the Student to be taken 
upon public trials, the Prefliytery fliall proceed thereia^ 
with all convenient fpeed; and the Aflembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student,; and in, 
the order herein mentioned : ly?, Catechetic trials on Di- 
vinity, Chronology and Church' Hifl;ory ; 2i/, A trial on 
the Hebrew and Greek languages > 3^/, An Exegefis in 
Latin, on fome controverted head in Divinity, with the 
defence of the Thefis ; ^h^ A Homily in Englifli j 5/A, 
An Exetcife and Additiofi ;. (^b^ A Ledure on fome large 
ponion of Scripture ; 7/^, A popular Sermon ;, it being 
underfl:ood, that if the Prefliytery fee caufe, they may 
examine the Student upo|f the fiibjed of thefe feveral 
diifcouries^ 

XL 
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Upon^a motion madv ^^oftimittee was named to devifea me- 
. thod by which a monument may be eredled^ or fome puj^lic 
,' mark of refpeft be pakl^to the memory of the late- Br Alex- 
■ ander Webfter, original projedor and founder of the fchemei 
by which a fond of ptovifioh was made for the widows of the 
. minifters of the £ftabli(bed Church of Scotland ; and Mr Gor- 
don of Carleton appointed convener of the Committee. 
The report of the Committee appointed by laft Aflenibly on the 
• fubjedl of the Teft h&i which the Affembly had formerly a- 
greed fhould lie on the tabid till this day, was again called 
for> and read ; and the Aflembly unanimouHy ordered the 
fame to be recorded. 
An ap][>eal at the inftance of George Gray; and others^ Iterilors 
and heads of families of the pariih of Ancrum, fromafen- 
tence of the Synod-fef iMerfe* and TeV^iotdale, affirrmiig a fen- 
tence of the Prelbytery of Jedburgh, fuftaining 'a'p'refentation 
. and call^to'Mr Jamfes Oliver, preacher, to be mrnifter of that 
parifii, h^rd» The Aflembly difmilTed the appeal as ground- 
: lefi, and ordained the Prelbytery of Jedliurgh to proceed to 
the fettlement of Mr Oliver with all convenient fpecd, accord- 
ing to the rules of the Church. From which dccifion three 
members diflented. 
Adjournment. > . - 

Friday, May 2j.ijgi. Sejf.i., 
Sederunt* ' - '^' 

Two members adhered to the diffent of yeftcrday in the decifion 

refpedling the -fettlement of Ancrnni. 
The Committees for reviiSng the Commiffion record*, and Royal 

JBoiinty record, .appointed^o report id-morrow. 
A petition, with extradl minutes from the Synod of Moray, re- 
" fpedUngth€ fuppreffion of the parifh of DuhdurcjgLS, and the 
annexation ^of it to the^pariflies of Rothes and floharn, read. 
The Aflerttbly remitted the fame to the Procurator and Agent, 
to do therein as they may fee caufe. ' ' 

A petition. for the Prefbytery of Ayr, referring the canfe againft 
Dr WiUiam Macgillj^ one of the miinifters of Ayr,, heard'j 
and, after reafoning, the Affembly heard Mr 'Thomas Muir, 
Advocate, oonnfel for the cbmpLainers^ upon the right- of the 
faid complainers to "ht heard ; and, after reafoning at great 
length, a motion was made and feconded, That the Aflembly 
fhall difmifs this complaint as a res baclcnus judlcr^a ; and a- 
nother- motion was* made and feconded, That the Affembly 
(hall not agree to this motion. It was agreed to ^ut thjs ftate 
of the vote, difmifs the complaint or not ; and the roll being 
called and votes marked, it carried by a great majority, dif?nifs^ 
The Affembly therefore difmiflfed the faid complaint accor- 
dingly. Againft which two members diflented. 
A Committee appointed to revife the Synod-book of Glafgow 

and Ayr. 
Adjournment. 

L Saturday^ 



. iedeirtmt. • : .. - 

Thd r^rd of j^l^e- f i;q(byt^ry of ?>p«. wa» ipis^ff (i;ft«i«ad, 
fiW which it a^p^F^d, tjb^t <^if CpiTwifik)|M«s/i^^ 
Preihytery wcr^ ^eledcd pii tl?».3^;hirf ftftwcfe 479.?^ The 
AffcmWy therefor? ^r^ed, in tQij?a$ pr Ithf >r f««iwr ntffcAiiton, 
that the f^d'CommifliA^MJK ^^ ^^t^ tfecif (eaia.asrinem- 
berspf this AlTenfiU^ , .* 

A referqi^e from the P^reibytcry of A^j^ifdi*^ M^Ot MfjWttgh 
H^y, re^d: The Pro?upa$orffir.theiCfc*i«^ 
he had attended, acppirdijijg tq thepnierrOtf l^ftvAflewWx^ to 
the civil procefs of redu&ion at the in(l99e;e of <l49iU«0Ant- 

, Go^onel.Alexandey ?^y of JRwP»>'I88?wft'♦^fe:^^»sh iifty, 

, preajc^of th^ j5o%|el^,aft4 t^t tjie CpHrt^rf^&effiofijifcave 
given j^e following. 4epifip^* in .fe^ ■pTQcpfr, *♦ liiid st.pmien, 

. •* ^ That a , funpniacal ti;anfa^iQ.jp ^a^fpMlfeAin^Q jbptweGO the 
'' late Mr H^y of Rannes ^nd j9fp<>s.R6l»jr<§ipt rhiat tltot the 
** defender Mr. Hugh y?iy;W.W\^nQWeda^iQli;p*B(accef- 
" fion thereto." XH© AflSwhtef ^P|tff)vpi;pf llje: con^ftft of" 
the Pr^fbytery pf i^Tjef^pcfl, in fiftjog ppp^^W-eiiBl Ac fctde- 
xnent ot Mr Hugh }SlS\j^ as one of the minHtef s ^ Aberdeen, 
until the civil queftion above mentioned w>8 df^terimMd, but 
declared, that the Prelbytery is now at full lib^itj^to pcoceed 
in the faid fettlenient with all convenient fpeed, according to 
the. rules of the Church. 

Aft appiroving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Aiivo* 
pate> Procurator for the Churchy aQ(dep(oaerlng ^d difcharg- 
ing him and his cautioners of tbi? fum of If. 546 r 7 : 7 A Ster-- 
lin^ diiburfed by him^ and appointing that he take credit in 
his* next account for .t}ie. fum of X1.46 : 7 : "frr. St^ling^ being 
the balance due to him,. n 

MX approving of the account of Mr George Gaimicrpfi, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and di^^i'gins him of the 
fum pf L, 116 : 13 : ot Sterling difb^ed by bam» and ap- 
pointing that he take credit in his next account for the fum 
of L. 4 : 3 : oi Sterling, being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Dr William Gloag, .Ihb-clerk 

' of AJflembly, and exonering and difcharging.bim of tlje fum 

ofL.32; 14: 5 Sterling diiburfed by him; and appointing 

that he take credit in his next account for the fum of L. 13, 

' 19 s. 5 d« Sterling, being the balance due to him. . 

, Aft approving of the account of Mr Jamesr Dicl^fon^ Printer for 

the Church, and ordering p&yment of the fum of L. 16, 17 s. 

Sterling, being the amount thereof. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr £)phinfton Balfour, Sta- 
tioner to the Church, and ordering payment of the fum of 
L. 10 : 7 : 4 Sterling, being the amount thereof. 

An account due to Mr William Murray for writxng3» ordered : 
to be paid. 

The report of the Committee on the public funds of the Church, 
i and new applications thereanent, given in and read, and una- 

i nimoufly approved o£ 

[ The Procurator authbrifed to pay to Mr Alexander Nairne, as 

truftee for William Brodie's creditors, the fum of L. 7 : 2 : Sf 

Sterling, 
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Sterling, being tKe amount of to account due to. him for al- 
tering the AlTembly-boufe ; and, 

To pa)' to Mr Andrew firown, itiinifter of Falkland, the fum 
df L, 15 Sterling, BcSng the Sniount of the ekpences awSirded 
againft him by; the G6urt 6f Seffion, in the procefs with his 
heritors. ^ Both thefe, as ■fooh -as tbe debts how on the funds 
of the Church &re piiL 

A lift of gricfvferlces from the Prielbyteiy of North files ; and a 
lift of grievances from the i*reft)ytery of KirkwatH were tpad^ 
and remitted to the Procurator for his advice and direftion. In ^ 
the mean time, thie Aflembly expreflcd the! r 'fymtoathy with 
the brethren of thofe Preftjyteries, and ordered the fjiid lifts 
to lie on the table, until the ftate of the funds of the Chuirch 
ihall admit of aSbrding them aid in profecuting their juft 
cteims} beffifre a civil Cburt. At the fame time, the tJeneral 
Afiembly earneftly wilh, that fuch meafures may, be fpeedily 
adoi^ed by the heritors within the bckirtds of thdfe Preft)yte- 
ties, as may re^nder this aid tmtieccHary. 

The repoift of the Vifitors off t'He €onrtiiiffidn tec6rd called for ; 
the ectaamiffion's ccfAduft a^piroVed cff ; thaifks givtti to the 
Moderaitor of the Commfflion, arrd i!heir book ordeirddto be 
attefted. 

The rdpbrt of the Committeie fdr riaminfe the Members of the Sec printed Aa«, 
OoNTMi^SiojfT of this Assembly, ^d 'preparing inftrtrdions to ^^^ ^V. 
them, .given in, " and - approved of. The Aflenibly add^d 
thereto Dr TTh^mas Hardy, one of the minrfters df Edinburgh, 
in place of the Mo^deiriator, attd alfo all "thofe wliofe commif- 
fiblni hdid been resetted on ttccourtt of informality. 

"The repdit of the vifitors df the koyal Bounty regifter given in 
and ifead, the condod of the managers approved of, a;nd thcftr 
book ordered to be attefted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this yea>, Sec printed Ads, 
with a Gommiflion a6d ihftnii^tons to them. ^^* ^• 

-The Committees for.tevifing the Synod books, appointed to give 
»in their reports oii Monday* 

The Committee on the fcheme for ereiling new parifties. in the 
Highlands and lilands, renewed, with the former powers. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed, with the former 
r powers^ and Mr Ttohn Kemp, Mr John Gordon younger of " 

Caimfield, and Mr James Morifon js/z. merchant in Leith, 
were added thereto. ' 

'The names of the Committee on the augmentation of ftipends 
being retfd, fome members were added thejreto/ _ 

The report of th* Truftees of the Fund eftabliftied by ad of 
Parliament for a prtfvifion to Minifters WidoWs, &c. con- 
taining an account of their proceedings iince laft General Af- 
fembly, and a ftate of the fund under their hianagemeht gi- 
ven in, and . ordered to lie oh the table till Monday : And, 
tipon a motion, the thanks of the Hbufe were given from the 
Gharr to Sir Henry Moncrifeff-Wdlwood, for his fidelity, at- 
tention, and prudence in the management of the t'Und. 

The report of the Cemfeittefe for claffing retufhs tooviertures 
given in and r^d. 

M The 
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See printed Ads, The overture refpediog the ordination of Elders, read, and or- 
.No.VJ. dered to be re-tranfmitted. - ' 

Dr Walker, Moderator of Jaft General, Affembly, informed the 
Houfe, .that .in.confequence of an application made to the 
, Lord -Advocate,, the iLords of the Treafury had given direc- 

tions not to levy from the Clergy of Scotland, the New Houfe 

• and Window Duty of ten per cent, on the former Taxes, im- 
:pofed by an a<a of laft feffion of Parliament, but to place the 
fame injuper. The thanks of the Houfe were unanimoully 
given to the Lord Advocate for his great attention to the in- 
tereft of ^the Clergy on this occafion ; and alfo to Dr Walker 
for his diligence in this aflfair. 

The Aflembly proceeded to confider the overtures from the Sy- 
nods of Lothian and Tweeddale, and Merfe and Teviotdale, on 
the Slave Trade, and having reafone^ upon thefe overtures, the 
Aflembly, in terms of their refolution on the fubjed of .(imilaf 
overtures in the year 1.788, approved ofthe fpirit thereof, and 
think themfelves called upon as men, as Chriftiansi and as 
members of this National Church, to declare their abhorrence 
of a traffic fo contrary to the rights of mankind, and the feel- 
ings of humanity.; but they judge it unneceflary at prefent to 
proceed farther in this bufinefs, trufting that the wifdom and 
mercy of the Legiflature will take luch fteps as they (hall think 
proper for the relief of that unhappy race of men, mentioned 
in the faid overtures, 

Mr John Millar, Advocate, as counfel for James Dunlop, Efq; 
and other heritors of the parifh of Gadder, appeared at the 
^ bar, and withdrew the petition given in for them, anent the 

.fettlempnt of Cadder. TJie Aflembly then proceeded to con- 
fider the report of the Committee on that caufe, and after 
reafoning, they remitted the faid report to the confideration 
of the Prelbytery of Glafgow, 

The caufe of Bothwell delayed till Monday. 

Adjournment. i 

Monday y May 30. 1791. Seffl ult. 

Sederunt^ 

The report of the Trufl;ees of the Fund eftablifhed by aft of 
Pariiament for a provifion to Minifl:ers Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regiflier 
kept for that purpofe. 

The Synod-book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be attefted. 

The Synod-book of Merfe and Teviotdale ordered to be attcfted. 

The Synod-book of Glafgow and Ayr ordered to be attefted, . 

Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and order* 
ed to be recorded. 

The report of the Committee appointed by laft Aflembly to con- 
fider the overture concerning the licenfing of Probationers, 
was read ; and after reafoning thereon, the Aflembly recom- 
mitted the fame to the former Committee, and added Mr 
Randal thereto, and recommended it to them to take into con- 
fideration a proper form of an extradl of a licence to Proba- 
tioners. And in the mean time, the Aflembly agreed to re« 
' tranfinit 
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tranfmit the former overtute without any amendment, with a See printed Afls, 
requifition, that Prefbyteries may beftow particular attention ^^ V^^* 
upon the 3d fedion, and tranfmit their opinion to next Af- 
fembly, refpefting the number of feflions that Students of Di- 
vinity fhould attend a Divinity-hall, and the proper diftindion 
which ought to be made, betwixt a regular and an occalional 
attendance. • 

The Committee on the Horfe-tax renewed, and the AiTembly 
added thereto Dr David Johnfton, and appointed him Con- 
vener. 

The Affembly proceeded to the caufe refpeAing the Schoolmaf- 
ter of Bothwell, and heard parties firft on the point of the 
jurifdidion of the Court. After reafoning, the Affembly 
without a vote fuftained the appeal to the Synod as competent. 
And having been informed by the Procurator, that the que- 
ftion with regard to the power of the fuperioj: Ecctefiaftical 
N Courts to review the fentence of a Prefbytery relative to the 
qualification of a fchoolmafter is now depending before the 
Court of Seffioi^ aUthorife the Procurator and Agent to at- 
tend to the rights of the Church in that caufe, and to report 
to next Affembly. The Affembly referred to their Commiflion 
the merits of this caufe, and all other caufesibrought before 
this Affembly, and not difcuffed by them. 

Proteftations admitted. 

The Committee for devifing a method for ereding a monument 
to the memory of Dr Alexander Webfter, appointed to meet 
this evening. . ^ ^ 

A Committee named to r6vife the ininutes of the Affembly 's 
proceedings, at this and all other diets thereof^ and to pitch 
updn fuch of the Ads of the Affembly as are to he (landing, 
rules, in order to' their being printed. 
'The Moderator's fpcech to the Affembly, and to his Grace the 
'Gommiffioner. 

Tl'he'Lord High Commiffioner^s fpeech to the Affembly. 

Ad appointing next meeting of the Affembly. See printed Aflt, 

The Affembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pfalms, and No* ^}^ 
pronouncing the Bleiling. 
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I. 



The King's Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 



Edinburgh, May ij, 1792» 

THE General Assembly of this National 
Church being conveaed and conftituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven, the 
King's GommillioD, fealed with the (eal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed m 
Scotland^ in place of the Great Seal of Scotland^ making 
and coinftttuting him his Majefty's High CommLOioner 

and 
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atid Reprefentative in this Allembly ; which Coinmiffion 

was publicly vf^i, 9|tb di\x duf hopout and refped, and 

.ordered to be recorded in the books o£ Aflembly j — the 

ten^oi^ whereof fqllp^s : ^.-^ ^ 



n^or whereor i(^\ ^ . ^-^ 

cl 1 • ' ■■''' 



^EORGIUS, Dei gratU^iMBgna Britannia , Franvia et 
^^ Hibernia Rex^ Fidei Defenfar: Omnibus probis bominibus, 
ad quos pra/intes lit Me Wffira pervenerintj/aluten^ ^ando- 
quidef^^i con^i^^hf quod s4v9^, €Cc!^%otta con- 
z^entus %i*decimunl JiptifnUni diem Mail proximi convenire ordi- 
natus fuit; Nofque abunde cupidi, et necejfarium ejfe judicantes 
in commodum di£fa ecckji^y vt.idepi tcclejia generalis conventusi 
die Jlatuto debite obfervetur^ atque rebus magni momenti Nos 
alib vocantibusy diBo conviniui fcrfonaliter intereffc neauimut; 
M/qif^ahn<ll/Sf^^ 

pradileBiJJimi Nq^i con/anguineiDzvidis Gomitis de Leven, 
quod adfummum munus Nojiri fupremi CommiJJionarii ad didum 
gifW^^tw tfin^entft^.nitrfxercen/kifs etiabettndum iif^tqud^ue 
7\^n/\^^^-:^^^f^^^^^ Nos^nmiaaf^; cm^ituife, et 
or^inajfey tenor eque prafentium^ nominare^ confiituere^ el ordi- 
nare^ memoratumyfidetijjimum et pradileBiJftmum Nojlrum con^ 
fanguineum Davidem Com item de htvtxiy fupremum Nojlrum 
Co mmiffio narium diBo ^enerali ecclefi^ Scotia canventuiy dando 
et concedendo illi pknam potejlatem^ Gommiffionemy et warran^ 
turn facram Nojlram Perfonam et auBoritatem regalem repra* 
fentandi^ nee non prafentiam No^amfupplendi^ et locum Nojlrum 
in diBo fuhfequenti generali cdrtventUy tanquam Commi/Jionario 
Nojlro ad hunc effeBum fpecialiter conJHtutOy tenendi^ omniaque 
alia ^dfWipfritbn etifiiinvs Commi/fk^m^pr^ ^e^erak attejia 
conventu peragendi^ tarn pkne adeoque libere in quovis n^fjpeBuy 
qMam 'qHlUiA-iiliui % todetnfummo nuhire fecerht^ feu quovis 
tempore prceterito facer e potueraty vel a^^fii^s ipfipirfrnkliter 
prafentes facere potuerimus^ ^uaque omnia et fingula qua 
jdiBus David Gomes de Leven^ in hoc Nojlra CommiJJione pro- 
fequenda kgitiml fecerit^ feu fieri ordinaverity Nos firmiter 
apprdbamuiy et ratifienmus. Infuper omnibus et fingulis diSi 
conventus et ecckfta p^oribus et prejbyteris catffifyue quibu/^ 
tmnquey ihtra illdm partem Magna Britannia ScotiaDa voeatam, 
fubaitis Mo/lrisy cujtifgunque gradus feu qudlitatby ut ^HBum 
Davi^etn Comitem <ie fjeven^ tanquam fupremum Nffirum 
CofnnAfJiSriafiumy quoad ef[eBum ei nfodumjUipra snentietMHtm, 
rWcreantuYy agntfcant et audiantyJlriBi mandamus e^ pr^ci* 
pitrius : Atque banc Nojlram CommilJionem ci didlo defiimofiptim§ 
die Maiiy proximi ihcipere^ et deinceps dtirajtte fuffpiipinte 
feffidne di&i generalis conventus in vigore continuarCy decla^ 
ramus ^ vel ufque dum a Nobis revocabitur^ et exonerabitur. 

In 
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Incujus ret teftimonium^ prafehtibus Jigillum Nojirumper Unu 
pnis iraBatum cufivdiend. et in Scotid vice et loco Magni Sigilli 
ejufdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud aulam 
Nojlram apud St Jameses j vigefmo die menfis Apritis; anno 
Domini millejimo feptingentejimo et nonagefimo fecundo^ Rcgni- 
que Nojiri anno trigejtmo Jecundo. 

Per ftgnaturam manu S. D. iV- Regis Juprafcriptam. 



n. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to 
the General Affembly, prefented to 
them by his Majefty's Coiriiniffioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend and Well-belbyed, We greet you 
well.-r-The experience We have had of your 
Loyalty, aod AfFedlioh' to Our Perfon and Govern- 
ment,, aiid of your zeal fgr the encouragement of true 
Religion arid Virtue, leaves Us np doubt of your dif- 
pofition, on the prefent occafion, to perfevere in pro- 
moting the Happinefs of Our Reign, and the true In- 
terefts of the Church of which you are Members.- 

We therefore feel the higheft fatisfadion in con- 
tinuing to countenance your Meetings with Our Royal 
Acfcthority, and to aflilre you of Our fired determinar 
tion to maintain the Church of Scotland, in the per«- 
fedt enjoyment of all its juft Rights and Privileges, 

We are perfuaded, that you will apply yourfelves 
with temper and moderation to promote the good ends 
for which you are aflerabled, the Advancement of Re- 
ligion, and the Service of Almighty God ; that you 
will avoid all unneceflary debates and contentions, and 
that your deliberations will be dirpded to the means 
of checking the growth of vice and impiety, of pro- 
moting the practice of all Chriftian Duties, and of 
keeping alive that refped and regard for the Clergy, 
and that deference and fubordination to the Magi- 

B ftracv. 
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ftracy, which are eflential to the Peace and good Or* 
dcr of every Society^ and miift always be conducive to 
the Happineis. and Profpetity of this Kingdom. 

You will no doubt ftudy to impreis upon the minds 
of pur Subjeds, a juft fenfe of the many BlefEngs 
they at prefent enjcfy under the favour of Providence, 
that by manilfefting a fpirit of Devotion, a relped for 
the Laws, and an attention to the various duties of 
Our Holy Religion, they may render themfelves 
worthy ot fuch Bleflings, and beft infure the future 
continuance of them. 

We have again appointed Our Right Trufty and 
Right Well-beloved Coufin, David Earl of Li^ven, to 
reprefent Our Royal Perfon in this Aflcmbly, being 
well fatisfied with his upright and faithful condud in 
the execution of that important truft, and not doubt- 
ing but he*muii continue to be acceptable to you 
from the afiedion to the Church ^f Scotland, and the 
zeal for the interefts of Religion, whiqh be has ma- 
nifefte4 on (b many former occalions. 

We take this opportunity of repeating to you Our 
earneft exhortations, that you will proceed in the bu* 
finefs before you with that unanimity, charity and 
brotherly love, which truly become fuch an Ailembly, 
aud without which no real dignity or utility can at- 
tend yqur deliberations : And We truft that you will 
bring this meeting to a happy conclufion. And (b 
We bid you heartily farewell. — Given at Our Court at 
St James's, the 7th day of May 1792, in the 32d year 
of Our Reign. , ^ 



By his Majefty^s Command, 

' ' ... 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

Addreiied thus : — 7i the Right Reverend and Well-^^eloved 
the Moderator, Minivers and Elders of the General Af- 
fembly of the Church of Scotland. 



IIL The 
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III. 

I 

The General Affembly's Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter. 

^ May it pleafe Tour Majejly^ 

TH5 nioft gracious letter with which Your ^a- 
jqfty has been pleaied to honour this General 
(AJQembly of. the Chufch of Scotland, ^as received . 
with that refped and gratitude which are due for fo 
lignal a mark of Your Royal condefcenfion and fa- 
vour. 

We offer our moft fincere and , humble acknow* 
ledgemeots for the confidence Your Majefty has been 
plea&d to repofe in our loyalty and affedibn to 
Your Perfon and Government, and' in our zeal for 
the encouragement of True Religion and Virtue* We 
beg leave to afllxre Your Majefty, that we come to^ 
gether at prefent^ pofteiled of the fame difpofitions and 
principles which have regulated our conduft on for- 
mer occafions* While we regard the approba- 
tion of our. Sovereign as a moft agreeable recom- 
pence for our paft fervices^ we truft that the hope of 
being again honoured with it, will animate ^ us to a 
fteady perfeverance in our endeavours to promote the 
Happinefs of Your Reign, and the true interefts of the 
Church of which we are Members. 

That your Majefty continues t6 countenance our 
Meetings with Your Royal Authority, we confider as 
a moft fatisfadtory proof of Yout paternal Goodnefs ; 
and we tely, with the moft perfect fecurity, on Your 
fixed determination to maintain the Church of Scot- 
land in the perfect enjoyment of all her juft Rights 
and Privileges. 

Ailembled for the advancement of True Religion, 
and the Service of Almighty God, we ftiall apply our- 
felves with temper and moderation, to promote thefe 
good ends* ^ We fhall endeavour to avoid all unnecef- 

fary 
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fary debates and contentions, as not more dilpleaiing 
to Your Majefty, than diftionourable to ourfelves, and 
inconiiftent with the wifdom that is from above ; and 
we fhall bear in mind the fpecial obh'gations we are 
laid under, to dire<5t all our deliberations to the means 
of checking the growth of vice and impiety, of pro- 
moting the pradice of all Chriftian Duties, and of 
keeping alive among all ranks of men comqiitted to 
our charge, that refped and regard for the Clqrgy, and 
that deference and fubordination to the Magiftracy, 
which are eflential to the peace and good order of any 
Society, which muft always be Conducive to the hap- 
pinefs and profperity of this Kingdom, and which in- 
variably mark the character of the followers of the 
Prince of Peace. 

In our federal ftations, we (hall u(e our befl en- 
deavours to imprefs upon the minds of Your Majefty's 
fubjeds, a juft fenfc of th? many important blcffings 
they at prefent enjoy under the fevour of Providence ; 
and we fhall (Irenuouily inculcate upon them, that by 
manifefting a fpirit of Devotion, a refped for the 
Laws, and an attention to the various duties of our 
Holy Religion, they will moft fiiitably.exprefs their 
gratitude to that God who hath dealt fo bountifully 
with them, and take the moil effe&ual method to cn- 
fure a continuance of His bleiDng and protedion. . 

We rejoice in the renewed expreffipn 'of Your Ma- 
jefty's zeal for the propagation of the Reformed Pro- 
teftant Religion in the Highlands and lilands of Scot- 
land J and it Ihall be our care, by » faithful applica- 
tion of the fum Your Majefty hath gracioufly beftow* 
V- ed, to fulfil the pious and benevolent intentions of the 

Royal Donon 

The unfeigned attachment of the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Leven to Your Majefty 's facred Perfon 
and Government, his approved fidelity and upright- 
nefs in the execution of the important truft with 
whiph he "hath formerly been vefted, that zealous and 
affe^lionate regard to the civil and religious interefts 
*of his country, by which he and his anceftors have 
been diftiqgniihed, his amiable charader in private 
life, and his good offices to ourfelves, render your Ma- 
jefty^s re-appointment oiF him to reprefent Your Royal 
Perfon in this AfTembly entirely acceptable to us j and 
for this particular teftimony of Your Royal favour to- 
wards us, we feel, and defire to exprefs moft cordial 
gratitude* 

Convinced 
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Convinced that unanimity, charity, and brotherly 
love, truly become our Aflembly, and that without 
them no real dignity or utilify can attend our deli- 
berations, we are folicitous to be pofleijed of tho^ 
qualities when we proceed in the bufinefs more im- 
mediately before us ; and we fnall ftudv fo to comply 
with Your Majefty's earneft and moft wile exhortations, 
as .t^wUwng our .prefect Me^Ciog; td a bapgf conclli- 

fion/"* -^^ ' ' ^ 

Tfhat the God Jilia Fatlier of* otlr Lord Jefu» Cbrift, 
mapr jcftablifti ^qux Thronp to. righteoufnefi/and in 
the jiearts of YoUr people, — ;jhat He npiay long pre- 
ferVd iV^our Majfcft^ f he ■ Ouairdiaii of - Wligi*n and li- 
berty, — ^that He 'nay enrich Yooe Royal. Confott,. our 
moft gracious Queen, with all Heavenly £ileilings, — 
that His Divine Favour may attend his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales, and all ^Ypur Royal Fa- 
mily, — ^that Your Defcendeiilcs;' to the la^Mt p6fterity, 
rtiay fway the Sceptre over ^ free, a loyal, and^ ^iGPr 
p«6pltoi-^iiia tliat when rtcfliaU call ydu:heilce,'\35? 
cfytzts atiJi bt gloi^y,: lie riiay give yon a Kihgcfem. 
which eanfibt be nioVed,'^ar^ the pf aye js of, 

•; '!•; May k^^ledfe YouVMajeffy, ; . ' 

YouriviajeftyVfiidft/aitiifbi;. J « ' 
VV;; , J\^^plJ obedient, ,apd moft loyal fubjed^^ 

\^hc htinyi^rs and Elders met in tbis]Ma* 
tiomL ^jembfy of the Cburcb of 55?^- 
. ., .,. land^ ; . ': 

./ ' '::\l >/;-. './'* \ ■ ■ - '' '• .' 

'^Signed iti bar tiame, 
.. -r ; ': IntHtfiprefence, .« 

f^v "i ; ; i -• .' j'^^^ ^^ '^^^ appointment, by * 

^j"9.«79«rr ;ANi)ll4w. HUNTER, Modemor. 



•):-)/.' 
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The General Affembly's congratula- 
tory Addrefe to his Majefly upon 
the Marriage of his Royal Highnefs 
the Duke of York with the Prin- 
cefe Royal of Pruffia* 



May itpUafc ITour M^efiy, 

WE Vbur Majefty's rooft loyal aad dutiful iubjeias, 
the MiniA^rs and, Elders of the Cburcti of Soot- 
land, met m the General Allembly of this National 
Church, embrace the firft opportunity of approaching 
the Throne, with our . refp/e^flful congratulations upon 
the marriage of his Royal JElighnefs the Duke of York 
with the Princeljj Royal of PruHia. 

We rejoice in every event which contributes to the 
domeftic felicity of the Father of his people ; and we 
regard the aufpicious union of a Britlih Prince with 
the Daughter of our illuftrious Proteftant Ally, as an 
additional fecurity to the Proteftant fucceflion. 

That Your Majefty may Igfng continue to reign in 
the hearts of a free and happy people,— that the Al- 
mighty may potir down l^is cboiceft bleffings upon the 
Queen, the Prince of Wales, the Duke and Duchefs of 
York, and all the branches of :the Royal Family, — that 
Princes of the Houfe of Hanover, formed upon Your 
Majefty's example-, may, in every fucceeding age, fway 
the Britijfh Sceptre, with the. fame moderation and re- 
nown, — and**that, uiider their prbtedion, the Inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain may, to lateft pofterity, derive 
from that excellent conftitution, by which, through 
the favour of Providence,' we are diftinguifhed amongft 
the nations of the earth, the fame full meafure of re- 
ligious and civil liberty which we at prefent enjoy, 

and 
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and for which we daily blefs the God of our Fathers 
—are the eamcft prayers of, ^^acaers, 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty»s moft faithful, 

Moft obfedieot, and moft loyal fuBjedls, 

^e Mincers and Elders met in this Na-^ 
ttonal AJemb^ <f the Church of Scof 
latd» 

Signed in our name. 
In our prefence, 
And at ouc appointment, by 
^ r9. 179a. J ANDREW HUNTER, Moder^or, 



Commission of the General Aflembly 

to certain Miniftersaqd Ruling El- 

; •; dersv for dUcqffin^ affairs referred to 



, "T'Ti* 



. , . ,. . '•: ; :': Edinbiirib, May 26. 1792. Sejl 9, 

;*^HE GfiwiRAL Assembly did, and hereby do no- 
X mttiatfe, condmiflion and appoint the Reverend 
Dr Andrew HuNTfiRi one of the Minifters of the 
City and ProfefTor of IWvimty in the Univerfity of 
Edinburgh,' theii* Moderator: And,— From ibe Fref- 
hjftety of Man, Mr Jartess Smail at Domock, Mr A- 
lexander,]Vf<?mlaws at Rirkpatricfc, MiniJUrs s James 
Carfuthers of Warmanbie, Efqj RuUng Elder z^Yvom 
the PreJbyteryafLangbttlmy Mr WiUiam Little at Weft- 
' ' * erkirk. 
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erkirk^ Mf Thomas Martin alt Langhokp^ \li/mifiers ^ 
Mr James Samiders, writen to.thc Signet^ Rulkig El- 
der : — From the Prejhytery of Locbmaben, Mr Alexan- 
der Brown at MofFat^ Mr.RebertrUttJcf at Applfegarth, 
Mr Andrew Jaffray at Lochmajjen, Minijifrs ; Mr 
John JafFray, vftxttt 'ix\ tJAxTihxi^^^ RulW^ Elder .— 
From fh«; PreJbytjcAy od' PfiPAo^t^:Mt WiUiftCh Grierfon 
at Glencairn, Mr John NiacKell at Durrifdeer, Mini- 
Jlirs ; Mf Rtibdit JEtigaf ift iSirkUtid of Morton, /{^f- 
ling Eldef" :^l^xotCi the Bufgbhf Sanquhar, Mr John 
Peat, writer in Edinburgh : — Fi*6ih the Prejbytery of 
Dumfries^ Mr James MacMillan at Torthorwald, Dr 
Bryce Johnfton at HolyWdody Mt 'thWMfbre Keyden 
at Terreagles, Mwj/?iirrj jj^^qr^.p.idd(fll of Glenrid- 
del, Efq; Ruling Elder : Prom \i)^t Burgb of Dumfries^ 
Alexander (J'ei'g;ttite4^ ltf^t>*i^g;dirroch, advocate : 

— ^From the Prejbytery of Kirkcudbright^ Mr: Jofen GiJ- 
Idfpf^ k Seffai^ rUf' jAfoi JifinfteW^kt Crofsnii^hael, Ui 
James Thomfon at Balmaclellan, Minijlers j John 
Gordon^ Efq; of Carleton, Ruling Elder: — From 'the 
Bur^ of Kirkcudbrigjbt^ Horatius Cannan. !Efq; of Bar- 
ley :-^From tlie Burgb 6i New'ddlloway,' Mf Rdbfert 
Heron, Preacher of the Gofpel : — From the Prejbytery 
of Wigton, Dr James Laing at Glaflerton, Mr John 
Steven at Mochrum, Mini/lfrs j Mr John Stewart at 
Balcrdfh, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgb of Wigton^ 
George Cranfton, E(q: of Dewar : — From the Burgh 
tffil^ a|q; 'IJberiff^^tpk 9f D^ 

ftffJB i-rrrFrera cthe Prejbytery. of Stranraer^ Mr Kojjert 
Cfallatiddt at ki/ktoaideh, W Anthdi^ *i Stewart at 
Nfe^tlacic, /AfiVfj/ftTf'/ThQiB Acjiif ^^^Pjjji E% 
Ruling Elder : — ^From the' Burgb oi Strdnraei^^ i/icTho- 
mas Smith, writer in Edinburgh: — From tlie Pf^- 
tery of Ayr^ Dr Andrew^ Mitchell at Monkton^ Mr 
JoJba Raoatfay ^.Klrkmichiae^j Mr George Smith at 
Galflon, Mr Stephen Young at Barr, Mr Robert Dun- 
can* dt Dundpni^ldy Minion s John Hamilto^, £fq>.« of 
BRi^Qyj ThoBMs kienni^^y, Eiq; of jbuojirp, , RuUng 
Elders :rrrPr9m th^Burgk^f ^r^ Gepr^fB'Jferguflb^i, 
jEfq; advocate :^—Erom thtfiri^tery^ot^ 
-Heiiry'GrBbflim at Cumbr^y, Mx Thoifljis^lPollock at 
Kilwinning, ft^r James Richmpifd at I^yifiiL Mwj/^^ 
the Honourable Patrick Boyle of Sjbejfri^ AuUffg 
Elder : — Fcom the Pr^^/^r/ oif P^ij/Zjry, Mrjohn M^ 
tthhjinior dt ^otiftop, Mr John Forreft at Port Glaf- 
gow, Mr Stevcnfon MacGill at Eaftwooi, Mr Walter 

Young 
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Young at Erfklnfc, Mini/lers j Robert Davidfon, Efqj 
adrocate, Mr Arexauder Dunn, ikinner in Paifley, Ru'- 
Ung Elders :—Ytom the Prejbytery oi Hamilti>n^ Mr 
James French* at Kilbride, Dr Alexander Hutchifon at 
Hamilton, Mr Robert Glafon at Dalziel, Miniflers ; 
Profeflbr George Jiafdiae-, Glafgbw, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Ptejbyttry x^i Lanark ^ Mr Jiaiiacs Gray at La- 
nark, Mr James HaU at Lefmahago, Minifiers ; Pro- 
ifeffor Archibald Arlhut, GlalgoWj Ruling tider .— ^ 
From the Burgh of Ziiiyrfri, Jahn Bannatyne, Efq; of 
Gaftlebank :— From the Prejbytery oiGinfgow, Dr Wil- 
liam Taylor at Glafgow, Mir DAVid Do>^ at Cathcart, 
Mr John Pollock at Gov4n, Mi- Adam Forman at Car- 
munnock, MiMfters; Sir John Stirling o^ Glorat, Baro- 
net, John Corbetj E% of Tolcrofs, Ruling tlders : — 
Ff om the C% of G/^e?w, Archibald Campbell, Efq; 
&dvw:ate :~»'Frdm the Vniverjitv <)f Glajgow, Mr John 
Youftg, Profeflbr of Greek itk the College of Glafgow : 
— ^From the Burgb of RutbergkH^ John Connel, Efq; 
advocate :— From the Prejbytery of Dunibarton^ Mr 
James Conner at Badferabisk, Mr Alexander MacAti* 
lay « Cardrofs, Mt GaVift Gibb at fikrathblane. Mm- 
Jf^rs s the Right Honourable the Lord Prefideht^ Ru- 
ling Elder ;-*-Froto the Ru^gi of DtuHbarton, Archibald 
Campbell^ Efq; younger bf Succoth :^--*.Fh3m the Pref- 
iytery 6fbuni&ii, Mr Charles Stei»mrt it Strachiir, Mir 
Dugald MacDoilgall at Loehg6ilhead, Minivers J John 
Lamont of Lamont, ECq; Ruling Elder .--^Vtom the 
Prejbytefy'of Kintyre, Mr George Robettfon at Canl^ 
beltonj Dt John Staith bt Catnpbelton, Mr Francis 
Stewart at Jura and Cdlonfayj Minijlen j Archibald 
MacDonald, Efq; bfSanda, Rulihi Eldtr : — From the 
Burgb d( Cdmpbelton, WilHath Gaiiipbell, Efq; of Fdir-^ 
field : — From the Pfejbytery oi Inverary, Mr Archibald 
Campbell at North Khapdale, Mr Lauchlan Mac- 
L*uchlan at Cfaignilh, Minivers ; David Campbell of 
Cortible, Efq; Ruling Elder :— --From the Burgb of In- 
wtarjf, l^rofeflbi' James Williamfon, Glafgow : — From 
th* Prejbytery of Lorn, Mr Ludorick Grant at Ard- 
chattan, Dr Jofeph Maclntyrt at Glenorchy, M//?/- 
Jlers J John Campbell, Efq; of Lofchend, Ruling j^/- 
def : — From the Prejbytery of Mull, Mr Norman Mac- 
Leod at Morvern, Mr Dugal Campbell at Kilfinlch^ii, 
Minijers ; Allan MacDeiigal of Hayfield, Efq; Rtiling 
Elder :—^Ytom thfe Prefiytify of Duhkpldy Mr William 
Inverarity at Caputh, Mr Jamcs-Pet^i: Bannefman at 

D Cargill, 
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Cargill, Mr William. Chalmers at Auchtergavcn, ' Mt 
George Baird at Dunkeld, Minijiers j Thomas Elder^ 
Efq; of Forneth, David Stewart, Efq; Banker in E-- 
dinburgh, Ruling Elders : — From the Frejbytery of 
Vertb^Mx David Beatfon at Dumbarnie, Mr John 
Dow at Methven, Mr William Duncan at Abernethy, 
Mr William Ling at Arngalk, Minijiers; Mr John 
Caw, merchant, late Frovoft of Perth, Mr James Dick- 
fori, bookfeller in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — From 
the Prejbytery of Stirling^ Mr James Frame at Alloa, 
Mr John Mulchet at Stirling, Minijiers ; William 
Morehead, Efq; of Herbert(hire, Ruling Elder : — ^rom 
the Burgh of Stirling^ William Anderfon, Efq; eldeft 
bailie of the burgh :— From the Prejbytery of Aucbter'- 
arder, Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, Mr 
James Ramfay at Maderty, Mr John Baird at Dun- 
ning, Minifierj ; the Honourable Henry Er/kine, Dean 
of the Faculty of Advocates, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Dunblane, Mr Robert Stirling at 
Dunblane, Mr Patrick Murray at Kilmaddck, Mini- 
jiers J Profellbr William Richardfon, Glaigow, Ruling 
Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Ar- 
chibald Smith at Kinrofs, Mr Walter MacAlpine at 
Culrofs, Mr Allan MacLean at Dunfermline, M/W- 
Jlers ; Sir Charles Pjefton of Valley field, Ruling El- 
Aer : — From the Prejbytery of Kirkcaldie, Mr George 
Willis at Leflie, Mr John^Ufher at Kinghorn, Mr An- 
drew Murray at Auchterderran, Minifters j Alexander 
Park^ Efqj of Lochore, Ruling Elder ;— rFrdm t he 
Burgb of .Burnti/land, Mr James Rcid, (choolmailer at 
Burntiflaud : — From the ' Prejbytery of Cuparf Mr An- 
drew Hutcon at Kilmeny, Mr Andrew Walker at Col- 
leflie, Mr Peter Barclay at Kettle, Mr William Gour- 
lay at.Flifk, Minijiers; the Reverend Mr Thomas 
Campbell, morning ledurer in Edinburgh, Mr George 
Tod, tenant at Moonzie, Ruling *Elders : — From the 
Burgb of Cupar, Major John Melvill of Caimey :— 
From the Prejbytery of St Andrew's, Mr Ale^tander 
Small at Kilconquhar, Dr George %Hill, Principal of 
St Mary's College, and fecond miniilej of St An- 
drew's, Mr James MacDonald at Kemback, Mr James 
^urn at Forgan, Minifters ; Lieutenant-Colonel Alex- 
ander . Mony penny of Pitmilly, Dr James Flint, pro- 
feflbr of medicine in St Andrew's, Ruling Elders : — 
From the Burgh of St Andrew's^ Dr Andrew Duncan, 
Profeflbr of Medicine in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh : — 
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laiirgh :— *Fr6m the UniverJUy of St Andrew's^ Princjipal 
MacCormick, St Andrew's : — ^From the Burgb of Pit- 
tenweemj Mr Matthew Comb fenior^ brewer in Leith v 
— From the^»r^i& of Craily Mr Thomas Weir, writer 
ill Edinburgh :— ^From the Burgb of Anjlruther Wejler, 
Mr William MacCormick, late merchant in North 
Carolina, now riefiding in Edinburgh :-;— From the 
Prejbytery of Meigle, Mr Colin Symcrs at Alyth, Mr 
James Johnfton at Blairgowrie, . Mr James Donald at 
Glenifla, Miniflers s Sir William Ramfay of Banffi 
Baronet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of For^ 
far^ Mr David Fernie at Kinnettles, Mr Thordas 
Wright at Rofcobic, Minijlers j Alexander Watfon, 
Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Forfar, Ro-^ 
bert Graham of Fintry, Efq; — ^From the Prejbytery o£ 
Dundee, Dr Robert Small at Dundee, Mr James A- 
damfon at Abernyte, Mr James Scott at Auchter- 
hoxifif, Minijlers J Mr Alexander Pitcairn, infurance- 
broker in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— From the Pre* 
jbytery oi Aberbrotbock, Mr John Aitken. at St Vigeans, 
Mr John Gowans at Lunan, Mincers j tht Right 
Honourable William Earl of Northe(k, Ruling Elder: 
From the Burgh of Aberbrotboch, Mr Thomas Duncan, 
writer in Edinburgh :— From the Prejfytery of Bre-^ , 
cbin, Mr James Lawder at Dito, Mr James Wilfcm at 
Marytoun, Mr John Waugh at Mehmuir, Minijlers ; 
James Wauchope, Efq; advocate,* Ruling Elder: — 
From xht Burgb ofBrecbin, Adam Gillies, Efq; advo- 
cate: — From the Prejbytery of Fordoun, Mr Patrick 
Stewart at Kinneff, Mr James Walker at Dunnottar, 
Mr William Walker* at Ecclefgreig,. MiVr^^r^^^- John 
Burnet, Efqi advocate, Ruling Elder .-—From the .Pr^** 
Jbytery of Aberdeen, Mr James Hogg at .Skene,. Mr 
James Shirrefs at Aberdeen, Mr Alexander John For* 
fyth at Belhelvie, Mr Hugh Hay at Aberdeen, Mwi- 
fiers i William Robertfon, Efq; advocate, procurator 
for. the Church, John Gordon, Efq; of Craig, Ruling 
Elders : — ^From the Harifcball College Aberdeen^ Dr Ro- 
bert Hamilton, Profeflbr of Philofophy in that Uni- 
vcrfity ; — From the Prejbytery of Kincardin O^Neal, Mr 
Robert. Michy at Cluny, Mr CKarles MacHardy.at 
Crathy, Mr Alexander Robertfon at Coul, Minifters i 
William MacDonald of Rineaton, Efq; Ruling Elder : 
— FVom the Prejbytery of Alford, Mr Johp; Gordon at 
Strathdon, Mr Thomas Bimie at Alford, Mr Andrew 
Marlhall at TuUynefle, Mini/lers s James Gordon, 

Efq; 
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Efq^ younger of Craig :— From the Prejbytery o( El- 
lony Mr William DufFat Fovefan, Mr Alexander Cock 
at Cruden, Mini^rs j Profcflbr Thomas Gordon, A- 
berdccn, RitlMj^ Elder : — ^From the Prefiytery of Gari- 
ocb^^ Mr James Douglas at Premnay, Mr George Skene 
Keith at Kcithhall, Mr John Harper at Leflie^ Mm- 
Jtrsj William Gordon younger of Rothney, Efqj 
Rulifig £W^r;— From the Prejbyttry of Deer^ Dr 
George Moir at Peterhead, Mr James Greig at Pit- 
fligo, Mr William Greig at Longfide, Mini/lers j Mr 
John Taylor, clerk to the Signet, Ruiifij^ Elder ;— 
From the Prejbytery of turriff, Mr George Abel at 
Drumbladc,: Mr Thomas Wilfon at G&mrie, Minijiers j 
Bailie James Moriibn, merchant in Leith, RaUng £/- 
Ar.--^From the Frtfhyt^ry of Fcrdyct^ Mr Robert 
Grant at CuUen^ Mr Alexander Humphry at Fordyce, 
Minijkrs J Mr George Andrew, writer in Edinburgh, 
RMimg lider : From the BMr^b of Cullifny John Otit* 
don youAger of Cairnfield, £(q; advocate : — F^om the 
Ftifiytefy of Stratbbogie^ Mr Alexander Chalmers at 
Cairdie, Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, Minijlers s 
Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling Elder .-^From the Prejby^ 
tery of AkrUmr^ Mr Francis Grant at Knockando, 
Mr Geoire Cruckihank at Rothes, Minijefsj Ifaac 
Grant, Elq; of Hilton^ Rsdhg Elder •—From the Prt^ 
Jfytery of Abernetly^ Mr John Grant at Abernethy> Mr 
John Anderfon at Kinguifie, Mini^irs j Dr Gregory 
Grant, Phyfician in Edinburgh, Riiling Elder :-^From 
the Prejbytery of Elgin^ Mr Jofcph Anderfon at Birnie, 
Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, Minijlers ; Mr 
Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : 
— ^From the Burgb of £/ji«, William Scott, Efq; 
Banker in Edinburgh :-^From the Prejbytery of F<nres^ 
Mr John MacDonnel at Edlnkillie, Mr William Ste* 
phen'at RafFord, Afini^^rj ^* Robert Urquhart, Efq; 
advocate, Ruling Elder :^ — From the Prejbytery of 
Naim^ Mr Pryfe Campbell at Arderfier, Mr John 
Morifon at Nairn, Minijlers j Mr Alexander Grant, 
writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Pre- 
jbytery of Invern(/s, Mr George Watfon at Invemefs, 
Mr Alexander Gordon at Dayiot, Minijlers j Simon 
Frafer of Faralin, Efq; Ruling Elder .—From the Pre^ 
Jbytery of Cban^nry, Mr Roderick MacKenzie at KiU 
muir Wefter, Mr David Denoon at Killeamen, Mini- 
Jlers ; Convener John Lindfay, Edinburgh, Ruling EU 
jder :^^Fr(>m the Prejbytery of Tain, Mr George Dou- 
glas 



L 
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glas at Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fearn, Minijiers ; 
Charles Rofs, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Burgh of "tain^ Robert Colt, Efq; of Auldhame : — From 
xhcPreJbytery of Dingwall^ Mr John Frafer at Kilmorack, 
Mr Donald Mackenzie at Fodderty, Mmjlersj Mr Ken- 
neth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Abertarpb^ Mr Thomas Rofs at 
Kilmanivaig, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Minijiers; 
William Tait, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of SJky, Mr Martin MacPherfon at Slate, Mr 
Malcohn MacLeod at Snizort, Minijiers j the Right Ho- 
nourable Alexander Lord MacDonald, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Locbcarrony Mr John Mac- 
Queen at Applecrofs, Mr Lauchla'n MacKenzie at 
Lochcarron, Minivers j Colonel Norman MacLeod of 
MacLeod, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dor- 
nocb^ Mr George Rannie at Criech, Mr ifeneas Mac- 
Leod at Rogart, Minijers ; Robert Bruce iEneas 
MacLeod of CadboU, Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Tong, Mr William MacKenzie at Tong, 
Mr Jame« Dingwall at Farr, Minijiers j Mr William 
MacLean, merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder c-r- 
From the Prejbytery of Caiibnejs, Mr Patrick Nicolfon at 
Thurfo, Mr William Smith at Bower, Minijiers j John 
Dickfon, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb 
of Wick, James Home, Efq; writer to the Signet :— - 
From the Prejbytery of Kirkwall, Mr George Barry 
at Kirkwall and St Olay, Mr Jam^s Watfon at South 
Ronaldlhay, Minijiers ; Mr Alexander Youngfon, wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of 
Kirkwall, Malcolm Laing, Efq; advocate : — From the 
Prejbytery of Cairjlone, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, 
Mr John Malcolm at Firth at Stenncfs, Minijiers ; Mr 
Richard Richardfon, merchant in Edinburgh, Ruling 
Elder .—From the Prejbytery of Nortb IJles, Mr Alex- 
ander Titcairn at Shapenfliay, Mr James Jzat at Weft- 
ray and Papa Weftray, Mimjiers ; John Grieve, Efq; 
Gommiffioner of his Majefty's Board of Excife, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Zetland, /Mr William 
Mitchell at Tingwall, Mr James Gordon at Fetlar, 
Minijiers j Profeflbr Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Erfkine, 
Edinburgh, Dr David Johnfton, North Leith, Mr 
James Robertfon at Ratho, Dr Thomas Hardie, Edin- 
burgh, Mr Archibald Bonar, Crammond^ Minivers s 
Allan MacConochie, Efq; advocate, Donald Smith, 

E Efq; 
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Efq; Banker, Edinburgh, William Simpfon, Efq; 
cafliier to the Royal Bank of Scotland, Ruling Eiders : 
— From the City of Edinburgb, The Right Honour- 
able James Stirling, Lord Provoft of the City, Mr 
Orlando Hart, firft Trades Councillor : — From the 
Univerjtty of Edinburgh, Dr John Walker, Minijler at 
CoUington, and Regius Profeflbr of Natural Hiftory iil 
faid Univerfity : — From the Church of Campvere^ Mr 
James Likly at Campvere, Robert Allan, Efq; Banker 
in Edinburgh : — ^From the Prejbytery of Linlithgow^ 
Mr John Henderfon at Queensfcrry, Mr James Paton 
at Torphichen, Mr William Peterkin at Ecclefmachen, 
Mr Hugh Meiklejohn at Abercom, Mtnijlers ; Charles 
Hope, Efqj advocate, William Maxwell of Carriddcn, 
Efq; Ruling Elders : — ^From the Burgh of Linlithgow^ 
Robert Blair, Efq; his Majefty's Solicitor-General for 
Scotland : — From the Burgh of ^eensferry^ Mr Alex- 
ander MacNabb, one of the prefent Magiftrates : — 
From/ the Prejbytery of Biggar, Mr Bernard Haldane 
at Glenholm, Mr William. Howe at Skirling^ Mr 
JBryce Little at Covington, Minijlers ; John Brown, 
Efq; of Coultermains, Ruling Elder : — From the JPr^- 
Jbytery of Peebles^ Mr Andrew Handyfide at Lyne, 
Mi: Alexander Forrefter at Linton, Minijlers ; James 
Montgomery, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Burgh of Peebles ^ Andrew Hamilton of Spittle- 
haugh, Efq; — From the Prejbytery of Dalkeith^ Mr 
Alexander Colvill at Ormifton, Mr Walter Fiflier at 
Cranfton^ Mr John Clunie at Berth wick^ Minijlers ; 
the Right Honourable Lord Advocate, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of Haddington^ Dr George 
Barclay at Haddington, Dr Neil Roy at Aber- 
lady, Mr Andrew Johnilon at Salton, Minijlers ^ 
John Hamilton, Efqi of Pencaitland, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Burgh of Haddington^ Richard Somner, 
Efq; prefent Dean of Guild of Haddington : — ^From the 
Burgh of North Berwicky Sir Hew Hamilton Dalrym- 
ple, Bart, : — From the Prejbytery of Dunbar ^ Mr Alex- 
ander Davidfon at Stenton, Mr John Cochran at Old- 
hamftocks, Minijlers; John Anderfon^ of Windy- 
goul, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of 
Dunfe^ Mr Selby Ord at Longformacus, Mr John Sked 
at Abbey of St Bathens, Minijlers j Matthew Sandi- 
lands, Efq; writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Pr Jbytery of Churnjide, Mr George Cupples 
at Swinton, Dr Walter Anderfon at Churnfide, Mini- 
Jlers s George Buchan of Kello, Efq; Ruling EJder :, — 

From 
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From the Prefbpery of Kelfo, Mr Andrew Bell at 
Roxburgh, Mr William Blackie at Yetholm, Minifiers s 
the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, one of his Ma- 
jefty*s Secretaries of State, Ruling Elder .-—From the 
frejbytery of Jedburgh, Mr William Paton at Eckford, 
Mr William Scott at Southdean, Mr John Hunter at 
Oxnam, Minijlcrs ; the Reverend Dr Andrew Brown ^ 
refiding in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Pre^ 
^fiytery of Lauder, Dr Alexander Duncan at Smalholm, 
Dr James Ford at Lauder, Minijiers ; Captain John 
Pringle of Georgefield, Ruling Elder :^ — From' the Pre- . 
Jbytery of SeUiri, Mr Frederick MacLagan at Melrofe, 
Mr James Hay at Robert'on, Minijiers ; William El- 
liot younger of Borthwickbrae, Efq; Ruling Elder : — 
From the Burgh of Selkirk, Mr James Rochead, late 
merchant in Edinburgli : — And the General Assem- 
bly added thereto Sir Henry MoncreifF-Wellwood, 
one of the Minijiers of 1?/ CuthherVs, in place of the 
Moderator^ to be Commissioners of this General Af- 
fembly^ to the effed after mentioned ; with power to 
the faid CommifGoners, or their quorum, which is 
hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the faid Com- 
mifHoaers, whereof twenty-one are always to be mi- 
nifters, to meet and convene within the Aflembly- 
houfe at Edinburgh, the firft day after the diflblutio'n 
of this Afleoibly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon j 
and thereafter, the fecond Wednefday of Auguft, 
third Wednefday of November, and the firft Wednef- 
day of March next to come, and oftner, when and 
where they ftiall think fit and convenient, with pQwer 
to the faid Commiflioners to chafe their own Mo- 
derator : And likewjfe, the General Aflembly fully em- 
powers their faidCommiflioners, or their quorum above 
mentioned, to cognofce and finally determine, as they 
(hall fee caufe, in every matter referred, or that fhall be 
referred to them, by an adt or order of this Aflembly > 
and to do every thing contained in, and conform to the 
inftruc^ions given or to be given tfy this Aflembly ; and 
to advert to the intereil of the Church on every occa- 
fioB, that the Church, and prefent eft abliftieut there- 
of, do not fuffer or fuftain any prejudice which they 
can prevent, a^ they will be anfwerable : Provided al- 
ways, that this general claufe be not extended to parti- 
cular affairs orprocelTes before Synods or Prefbyteries, 
that are not c^nniyerfal concern to, or influence upon 

the 
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the whole Church. And It is hereby appointed, that no 
private procefles be determined, except at the four 
ftated diets } and what (hall be determined at one diet 
of the Commiflion, with relation to private caufes, (hall 
be unalterable by any other diet therof, and (hall (land 
and continue in force till difapproved of by the General 
Aflembly. And the Aflerably renews the ioftrudions 
given by the General Affembly in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventeen to their CommiiGony and 
appoints the fame to (land in full force as iiiilrudions to 
the Commilfioners before named, and to be obferved by 
them in all points, as if the fame were fpecially here in- 
ferted ; and that they enquire inco the publi(hing and 
fpreading of books and pamphlets, tending towards the 
promoting of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiftent 
with our Confejffiott of Faiths and that the recommenders 
of fuch books and pamphlets, or the errors therein con- 
tained, whether by word, writ, or print, be called be- 
fore the faid Commiflion, to anfwer for the fame. And 
further, the faid Commiffion is hereby empowered to re- 
ceive any references and appeals that fhall be made to 
them from Synods, in matter* ' of do6lrine, and ripen 
fuch affairs for the next General Aflembly j and to con- 
tribute what they can to the fuppreiCng of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aiCflance to 
Synods and Pre{byteries, upon application to them for 
that end : Likewife, to take care that the imprefOons of 
the HplyScripiares, the ConfeJ/ion of Faith, and Catecbifms^ 
and fuch books as are authorifed by this Church, rela- 
ing to the doctrine, wor(hip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be corredl .; and give diredions about printing ' 
the fame. And the Coromi(fioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correfpondence with the Commit- 
!tee for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 
fupprefling Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re- 
formation in thefe parts, and give aiGftance and concur- 
rence tlierein ; and, if .\ieed be, to apply to the Govern- 
iment for a proper remedy and fpeedy rcdrefs. And the 
faid Commiflioners are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them as above mention- 
ed : And, in all their adings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conAitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice ;of the 
iame; declaring, thiit^ in and for all their adtings^ they 

fhall 
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fliall be accountable to, and cenfurable by the next Ge- 
neral Aflembly, as they fhall fee caufe. And the Gene- 
ral Aflembly appoints the faid,CommifIioners particularly 
tx) obferve the ads of the General Afremblies one thou- 
fand feven hundred and twelve, and one thoufand feven 
hundred and nineteen, refpecSting the application of the 
public money j which twa a(Sts are printed anaong the 
adfs of AfTctnbly one thoulafnd^ feven hundred aii(J fixty- 
one. And this Gommiilion is to continue and endure 
until another Cotnmiffion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the* diets of the faid Commiffion ; 
arid abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing 4:0 t6e lyth'a^ of the General Aflembly held in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
better fecuring of a quorum, and attendance of mena- 
bers on the Commiilion, the General Aflembly prohibits 
the Ptefbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prefbytery 
within twelve miles thereof, to meet pn any of the days 
or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiflion; 
and fuch of the members of thef^ Prefby teries as are on 
the Cotamiffion, are required, all of them to give at- 
tendance on the diets thereof; and the Prefby teries at 
a greater diflance; who have four or more members on 
the CommifSon, are to take care, that fl^t leafl two of 
them attend each diet of the fame : And the General 
AfTerably appoint their Comnaiffion, at their firfl meet- 
itig, to difciifs as many of the caufes and queflions rela- 
tive to the fettlement of vacant churches, wl\ich are or , 
ihair be referred to them by the AfTembly, as they can 
overtake. And it is further provided, that when any 
Prefbytery. or Synod of this Ghiirch fhall decline to 
comply with the fentence of the CommifGan, or to give 
the fame a full execution, in that cafe the Commiffion 
is hereby prohibited to execute the fame, by appointing / 
any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has been fome time 
the pradice, but fhall allow the fame to lie over to the 
enfuin^ Aflembly, to which fuch Prefby teries or Synods 
fhalV'be anfwerable for fuch their condud, and are 
hereby appointed to fend "up yj^hh their Commiffioncrs 
their reafons for the fame. And that in paffin^ their 
fentencfs, and in ordering, the execution of the fame, 
they flrldlly obferve the r2^h^ a6t jof the Aflembly one 
thoufand feven'hundred and tHirty-fix^^ — ^And if thejCom- Scc Abridgment, 
miffion approve of the report to be made to them by the ®°^ °f Self. 9. 
Committee appointed by this AfTembly, to confider the 
propofals for a general augmentation of the parochial fli- 
pends, &c. they are hereby fpeeially empowered and in- 
ftruded to make application to the Legiflature,for obtain- 
ing an ad of Parliament for the purpofes therein men- 
tioned^ 

F VI. 
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mas Duncan, writer, James Wauchope, Efq; adrocate^ 
Adam Gillies, Efq; advocate, John Burriet, ElqjadvQcate, 
the Procurator, Williana MacDonald of Rineaton, Efq; 
Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Signet, Bailie James 
Morifon, merchant in Leith, Mr George Andrew, wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, Mr Baron Qordon, Ifaac Grant, Efq; 
of Hilton, Dr Gregory Grant, phyfician in Edinburgh, 
Mr Thomas Gordon, writer ta the Signet, Mr William 
Scott, banker in Edipburgh, Mr Alexander Grants writcjr 
to the Signet, Simon Frafer, Efqj of Faraline, Convener 
John Lindfay, Edinburgh, Charles Rofs, Efq; advocate, 
' Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, William 
Tait, Efq; advocate, Lord MacDonald, Mr William 
MacLean, merchant in Ediqburgh,^ John Dickfon, Efq; 
advocate, Mr James Home, writer to the Signet, Mr 
Alexander Youngfon, writer in Edinburgh, Makolm 
. Laing^ Efq; advocate, Mr Richard Richardfon, mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, Commiffioner Grieve, Profeflbr 
Palzel, Allan MacConochie, Efqi Donald Smith, Efq; 
William Simpfon, Efq; the Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, 
Mr Orlando Hart, Mr Robert Allan, banker, Charles 
Hope, Efq; advocate, Mr Solicitor-General, James 
Montgomery, Efq; advocate, Andrew Hamilton of Spit- 
riehaiigh, Efq; i^ihe Lord Advocate, Matthew Sandi- 
lands, Efq; the Rjight Ho^nourable Henry Dundas, 
William Elliot, Efq; advocate, Mr James Rochead, 
late merchant, Edinburgh, , Ruliff^ Elders j to be 
A Committee of this Afleoftblyj for the reformation 
of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promo- 
ting the knowledge of true religion, fuppreHing Pope- 
ry and profanenefs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terms of 
^ His Majefty's grant to this AfFembly* In profecution of 

which purpofcs, the Committee are to appoint Preach- 
ers and Catechifls, to go to fuch places as tbey (hall 
. find, upon due information, to be the moft proper, ac- 

I cording to His Majefty's defign, exprefled in His war- 

r ^ • rant ^ and, in fo doing, that they have particular regard 

to fuch parifhes, in South Uift, Small liles, Glenco, 
i; Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and Loch- 

I aber, and the other parilhes of the Synods of Glenelg 

1^ and Argyle, which the Committee fttall find, by reafon 

of the vaft extent, by the prevaleucy of Popery and ig- 
^ norance, and other unhappy ciroumflances, to be in the 

] greateft diflrefs : And they (hall take care^ that the per- 

' fons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 

I to be properly qualified for thefe refpedive offices, of 

' good 
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goo(^ abilities for the fame, of a pious life and converfa* 
tion; prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majefty, 
and of cbmpetem /kill in the principles of Divinity, and 
particularly in Popifli controverfies : Such Preachers 
-and Catechifts b«ing hereby appointed to be fubjed to, 
and under the infpedion of the Prefbyteries of the 
bounds to which they are fent, who are to take care 
that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved by 
them. And the Preachers are alio appointed to cate- 
chife, and both they and the Catechifts to inftrud the 
people from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the iick; and^ 
in all their labour among the pqople, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 
fttan Proteftant' religion, and the obligations they are 
tinder to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George,, 
and obedience to the laws : And the Committee are em- 
powered to give them fucb inftrudions, as to their work 
and behaviour, as they fhall judge meet ; which inftrue- 
tions the Preachers and Catechifts are hereby ordered 
to obey. The Gienerai Aflembly do further appoint the 
faid Committee, to have a particular regard in their proi- 
Ceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by the Com- 
mittee of the Afliembly for managing the Royal Bounty, 
On the 30th of September 1730, approvcn by frequent 
Aftemblies : And. to take carq that Prefbyteries, and o- 
thers concerned, obferve the fame, which they are here- 
by ordered to do : Particularly, the Aflembly ordains 
the feveral Prefbyteries to infert In their regifters, the 
Committee's appointments of the defignations, falaries, 
and ftations of the feveral miflionaries, and to have an 
exa£k regard, thereto, in air the letters they ftiall write 
about the faid miflionaries, and in giving of certificates 
to them ; and to diredl all their letters, concerning xsx\£- 
lionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of the 
Committee; which letters fhall be figned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Prefl)ytery, by the Moderator or Qerk 
thereof: And the Afliembly does difcharge any payment 
to be made of the falaries of the miflionaries, except up^ 
on receipts from the miflionaries themfelves, and upon 
certificates from the Prefbyteries, bearing, That they 
haveferved for the time mentioned in the receipts; and 
that every Catechift who receives a falary from the 
Royal Bounty, on condition that the parifliioners or 
gentlemen of the diftrift fliall pay a certain fum in aid 
of fuch falary, fliall infert, in the body of Jhis receipt to 
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the Cafhier, a declaration that he has received the par* 
ticalar 'fnm fpecified ; and that the atteftation of the 
Prefbytery ihali in like manner bear, that the Catechiil 
has received the fiipulated fum which the Committee 
make the condition of his appointment ; it being under* 
flood by this refolution, that the feveral ilations^ with 
regard to which fuch conditions were originally made 
by the Committee^ when no fuch declaration of the Ca* 
techift, or atteftation of. the Prelbytery, as is now pro* 
poTedy is received by the Cafliier^ (hall be afterwards 
ibppreiled by r the Committee, though the Catechiil (hall^ 
^otwithflanding, receive the falary for the time be is 
certified'/to have performed his duty. That a journal 
x^fi the itinerant's labours in che^miiiiiky, of the miifioxx 
conunitted to him, be written on the baok of the Pref* 
hytery's certificatei and (igned by him, as fthe ground 
on which the Prefbytery have granted him (aid certifi- 
cate. The General Ailembly do alfo empower the Hiid 
XHomraitt^e^toapply^ 'for the purpofes above'mentionedt 
what may remain of the laft year's Royal Bounty not 
difpofed of, by reafon of any of the miflionaries not ful« 
-filling the appointment laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a regiiler of their proceedings, and likewiie 
diftinift books of accounts, how the forefaid money Js 
bellowed, which (hall be patent to any concerned, who 
pleaie to infped the fame. Of the perfons above named^ 
as members of thtsCommitteCiiiive are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are to be miniflers. But it is 
.hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the fcheme or eftablifhment of 
.miilionaries for the enfuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not lefs than fourteen ihall be the quorum^ 
thereof nine ihall beminiAers ; and the faid Commit-, 
tee are appointed to have their firft general meeting at 
Edinburgh, the firil lawful day after the adjournment 
of the firil of the ilatcd diets of the Commiiliontof the 
General Ailembly ; their fecond meeting (which isibr 
jfixing the annual fcheme), upon the iecond Thuriday 
Mof July, with ppwer to thofe members who ihall then 
be prefent, to adjourn; and their other two general 
meetings the <firft 'lawful days after the iiated meetings 
of the Commiifion of theXreneral Aflembly,'in/Ndvember 
and March, within the AiTraably ayle, at ten of the 
^lock in the forenoon, except that day ihall fall to he 
aSaturday, and then the meeting ihall be upon Monday 

next 
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next thereafter, at the faid hour ; with power to the 
faid Committee to adjourn themfelves to fuch times and 
places as they Ihall find moil needful and convenient: 
And they are to keep a correfpondence with the Ck>m« 
miiSon of the General Aflembly, and the Society for 
propagating Chriftian Knowledge, afid their Committee 
of Diredtors, and to take (heir advice and aillftance ; and 
alio to correfpond with the Synods aod Preibyteries con- 
cerned. They are likewifeinilruded and 'empowered, 
as they (hall fee caufe, to apply to the Government, or 
any.Magiftrate, for aiEftance and fupport in carrying 
on the defign of the Commiflion now given to tnem. 
And the General Aflembly do appoint Mr William Ro- 
bertfon advocate, Procurator for the Church, and Re* 
ceiver of the forelaid Royal Bounty, to pay out the 
fame, as he fhall be direded tod ordered by the fore- 
faid Committee, and according to their rules. And tlie 
faid Committee are appointed to examine the accounts 
of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and Uy the fame 
before the i-ords Commiflioners of His Majefty's^Trea- 
fury, ©r the Barons of his Majefty's Court of Exche- 

2uer, and to report their diligence to the General Af- 
;mbly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is 
agreed. That no perfon once employed and infert in the 
fcheme, (hall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but by 
the quorum of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be nai* 
nlfters ; and in cafe any complaint HiaH be made a^ainf{ 
any^ofi;them on the fcheme, it ihall not be determined 
the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but 
it fliall lie on the table till another meeting 5 and in the 
mean time the^perlbn complained of, and thePrefbytery 
of the bounds wherein he officiates, (hall be acquamted 
of fuch complaint, and tho(e concerned be required to 
fend to the laid Committee a juft account of the matter, 
againft the next meeting. And it is farther appointed. 
That after the yearly fchejne of miflionaries on the 
^Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above direded, aind 
notice thereof given by letters to the Preibyteries con* 
cerned, fuch Preibyteries Ihall lend up to the laid Com* 
mittee their anfwer to thefe letters, at farthell with their 
Commiflioners to the General Aflembly, ;f the fame be 
not done fooaer ; and that the Committee, at their firft 
meeting after the General Aflembly, Ih^all endeavour to 
complete^the next year's Ccheoie themfi^hres 3 and if they 

xannot 
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the Cafhier, a declaration that he has received the par* 
ticular 'fam fpecified ; and that the atteftadon of the 
Prelbytery fhall in like manner bear, that the Catechiil 
has received the fiipulated fum which the Committee 
make the condition of his appointment ; it being under* 
flood by this refolution, that the feveral ilations^ with 
regard to which fuch conditions were originally made 
by the Committee, when no fuch declaration of the Ca- 
techiil, or atteftation of: the Prelbytery, as^is now pro- 
poTedy is received by the Cafliier, (hall be afterwards 
fuppreiled by i the Committee, though the Catechiil ihall^ 
^otwithflanding, .receive the falary for the time be is 
certified'>to have performed his duty* That a journal 
x^fi the' itinerant's labours in cherminiiky, of the miifibn 
committed to him, be written on the baok o£ the Pref* 
hytery's certificate, and (igned by him, as ^the ground 
on which the Prefbytenr have granted him (aid certifi- 
cate. The General Aflembly do alio empower the Hiid 
JCommi'tt^e^to.apply^ 'for the^purpofes above'mentionedt 
what may remain of the lafl year's Royal Bounty not 
difpoied of, by reafon of any of the mifGonaries not ful« 
-filling the appointment laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a regifler of their proceedings, and likewiie 
diftinift books of accounts, how the forefaid money lis 
beflowed, which (hall be patent to any concerned, who 
pleafe to infped the fame. Of the perfons above named^ 
as members of thi€Committee,iiive are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are to be miniflers. But it is 
.hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the fcheme or eftablifhment of 
.tniilionaries for the enfuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not lefs than fourteen fhall be the quorum^ 
thereof nine fhall be miiiifters y and the faid Commit*, 
tee are appointed to have their firft general meeting at 
Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after the adjournment 
of the firft of the ftated diets of the Commiifiontof the 
General Aflembly ; their fecond meeting (which is ibr 
^xing the annual fcheme), upon the .fecond Thurfiiay 
<>f July, with power to thofe members who ftiall then 
1)e prefent, to adjourn; and their other two general 
meetings the ^firft 'lawful days after the ftated meetings 
of the Commiffion of theXreneral Aflembly, in November 
and March, within the AfTembly ayle, at ten of the 
<\oc\i in the forenoon, except that dajr fliall fall to be 
:Saturday, and then the meeting ihall be upon Monday 

next 
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Edinburgh, May 25* 1792, 

The General Assembly, oigreeable to a former refolu- 
tion, proceeded to confider the Report of the Committee on 
' the Overture refpeSing the licenjing of Probationers ; and 
having heard the amendments made on the printed Over^ 
ture read over one by one^ the AJfembly did, after maturely 
conjidering the fame, adppt them, with a few corredlions 
and alterations : And the AJJembfy having refolved to 
tranfnut this Overture, fo amended, , to the different Ere- 
fbyteries, that they may fend up their opinions de novo 
on the various parts thereof y to the next General Affem-- 
bly, the fame is hereby tranfmitted accordingly, as follows : 



New Overture refpeding the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 

Edinburgh^ May 25* 1792. Seff. %. 

THE General Aflembly haying taken under their 
ferious confideration, the great danger to which 
the interefts of Religion and of this Church may be 
expofed, by licenfing any to preach the Gofpel, who 
are not duly qualified, for that important trull, do 
hereby enad, and ordaiin. That, in all time coming, 
the following regulations fhall be ftridlly obferved : 

I. It is hereby enaded, That no Student fhall be 
entered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, 
unlefs he (hall produce to the faid Profeflbr a certi- 
cate from the Minifter of the parifli in which he has' 
his ufual refidence ; or in his abfence, .or during a 
vacancy in faid pariih, from fome neighbouring Mi- 
nifter, bearing, that his charader is fuitable to big 
views ; together with a diploma of Matter of Arts, or 
certificates from the feveral Profcflibrs of Philofophy, 
under whom he hath ftudied, from which it may be 
clearly afcertained, that in fome Univerfity or Uni- 
terfitieSi he hath gone through a full courfe of Philo- 



30 The ACTS of tbd 

f 

s 

fophy, in fome winter-feiQions of College preceding 
that in which the certificates are product, 

II. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby- or- 
dain, That all Students who have been inrolled by 
Profeflbrs of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by 
this ad, (hall continue to profecute the ftudy of Divi- 
nity, for the term of fix Sefiions : Provided always. 
That if any Student hath given regular attendance in 
the Divinity Hall, during three SeflioDs, his Courfe 
(hall bfe confidered as completed in four ^eflionsj 
add that if he hath given regular attendance in the 
Hall during two Se(Gons, his Courfe (hall be confider- 
ed as completed in five Se(fions. And the Aflembly 
do farther ordain. That in each of thefe cafes, Stu- 
dents (hall be inrolled by the Profeflbrs during the 
feveral Se(rions of their refpedive Courfes, and deli- 
ver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein after- 
wards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in £ngli(h, an 
Exercife and Addition, a Ledure on fome large por^ 
tion of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with 
fuch other Exercifes as the Profeflbrs (hall think pro- 
per to prefcribe. And the Aflembly farther enad, and 
declare, That a Student is emitted to apply to the 
Profe(ror for his certificate^, that he may be propo(e4 
for trials^ and that the preliminary ileps may be taken 
by the Preibytery, during the currency of the lad 
Seflion of his Courfe, as above defcribed ; with this 
limitation, that if the faid laft Seflion is to be claimed 
as a Seflion of regular attendance, he (hall, towards 
the conclufion thereof, obtain a new certificate of his 
attendance during its currency, and produce the fame 
to the Prefljytery, or Synod. 

in. Profeflbrs of Divinity are required to attend, 
as much as circumftances may permit, to the condud 
of fuch Students as are under their care, and, as far 
as they find it praftiqable, to infift, that every Student 
(hall deliver his firft Difcourfe fome time during his 
(econd Se(non, at the lateft, and the remainder of his 
Difcourfes at fuch periods a's may enable him to de- 
liver the whole of them before the end of January, of 
the laft Seflion of his Courfe. 

IV. 
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IV. When a Student is propofed to any PreflJytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials, the Preihytery (hall 
be alone, and the motion for that purpofe (hall lie 
upon the table till their next ordinary meeting. In 
the mean time, the Prefbytery fhall appoint the Mem- 
ber by whom the Student has been propofed, to lay 
before the faid meeting the certificate, oi' certificates 
in favour of the Student, that are fpecified in the third , 
paragraph of the fifth fedion of this Ad ; to defirc 
him to attend the fame; and to inform him, that, 
previoufly to the meeting, he ought, as far as circum- 
ilances may permit, to wait on fuch Miniflers of the 
Prefbytery as have not formerly had an opportunity 
of converfing with him in private. 

V. When the tinje appointed for confidering the 
motion is arrived, the Prefbytery (hall ftridly bbferve 
the following regulations : 

ly?, The Prefbytery (hall be alone, while they are 
employed in difcufling the (everal preliminaries re- 
fpecSting Students who are propofed for trials. 

2d, They fhall require fatisfVing evidence, that 
every Student who is propofed for that purpofe, has 
completed the twenty-firft year of his age. 

3^, No Student fhall be admitted to trials, unlefs 
he produces to the Prefbytery, a certificate or certifi- 
cates from the Profellbr or Profeflbrs of Divinity, 
under whofe tuition Jhe hath ftudied, bearing, that 
he hath profecuted his ftudies, and delivered his Dif- 
courfes, in the manner prefcribed by this ad; and 
that his conducSl, a« far as confifls with the knowledge 
of the faid Profeflbr, or Profeflbrs, has been in every 
refped fuitable to his views in life. And the Generil 
Affembly do likewlfe hereby enadl. That thte Prefby- 
tery fliall record at full length the faid certificate, or 
certificates, in their minutes: And it is hereby en- 
aded and declared, That the Student having lodged 
fuch certificate, or certificates, (hall be entitled to ob- 
tain extracts of the fame., if demanded. 

4fi6, No Prefbytery (hall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good re- 
port ; found in his principles ; pious, fober, grave, 
and prudent, in his behaviour j of a peaceable difpofi^ 
tion; and well afifedbed to the happy eftablifhment in 
this kingdom, both in Church and State. And, that 
the Prefbytery may proceed with all due caution, in a 

matter 
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matter of fuch peculiar importance, they ihall not a- 
gree to the motion in behalf of the Student, uolefs his 
refidence^ during the year preceding, has been chiefly 
within their bounds, or he fliall produce fufficient 
^ teftimonials froip the Prefbytery^ in whofe bounds his 
refidence has chiefly been, during that term, bearing, 
that his charader is fuch as is defcribed in the imme- 
diately preceding fentence of this paragraph, and re- 
commending him, in thefe refpeds, to the Prelbytery 
before whom the propofal is made, as a proper perfon 
to be entered upon trials. 

^tb, The Pr-efl^ytery fliall not agree to the motion 
in favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied, that 
he has made a competent degree of proficiency in 
thofe feveral branches of knowledge, which are ne- 
ceflary to enable him to be an ufeful Preacher of the 
GofpeL , And the General Aflembly ordain^ that the 
Prefbytery, in order to procure full information in 
this refped, fliall examine the Student, ftridly, and 
privately, on his knowledge of the Greek and Latin . 
languages, and of Philolbphy and Theology.. 

6tbf If after thefe preliminary fteps have been taken, 
the Prefl)ytery fliall be of opinion, that the Student is 
4uly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fliall 
record this opinion in their minutes, and order their 
clerk to write letters to the feveral Prefl)yteries w'ith- 
in the bounds of the Provincial Synod^ two kalendar 
months at leaft before the meeting of the fame, in- 
forming them of the Preflby tery^s intention to take the 
Student upon Public Trials, and bearing, that the cer* 
tificate, or certificates in his favour, which are requi- 
red by this ad, have been regularly laid before them. 
But it is liereby provided, That within the bounds of 
fuch Synods as meet only once a-year, a Student may be 
entitled to have thefe circular letters written half a* 
year fooner than would be otherwife competent. 

VI. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby enad 
. ^nd declare. That, at the requeft of the Student, it 
fliall be competent to any Preft)ytery to transfer the 
receiving of the public trials, or any part thereof, 
certifying to the Prefbytery to which the transference 
is to be made, that the various preliminary fleps have 
been taken according t& the diredions of this ad ; and 
that fuch parts of the public and private trials as have 
been already gone through, have been received with 
approbation. 

VIL 
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VIL If a Student hath iludied; either in whole or 
in part, in Proteftant Univerfities which are not witlv 
in the bounds of thfs Chutch, he fliall, when he is pro- 
pofed to any Preibytery for trlah, be r^quijred to pro- 
duce {ati8fying teftimonials from th€ Profeffors of 
Divinity in faid Univerfities; and the time which thefe 
Profeflbrs Ihall certify to have been employed by him 
in ftudying Divinity under their tuition, (hall be com- 
puted in the fame manner as if he had profecuted his 
ftudies in any of the Univerfities within the bounds of 
this Church. But it is hereby provided, That no Stu- 
dent, in fuch circumilances, fhall be admitted even to 
thoie private trials which are appointed to be taken 
before the witting of the circular letters, fooner than 
fix kaiendar months after his arrival in Scotland. 

VIII. The General Aflembly ordain, That if a pre- 
ibytery propofe to take a Student upon public trials, 
and have, with that view, written the circular letters, 
as is herein re<}uired, public Intimation thereof fhall 
be made at fome diet of the next meeting of the Pro* 
Tincial Synod, which (hall not be the lad diet thereof; 
And the Prefbytery clerk is hereby required to tranf^ 
mit to the Synod clerk an extract of the certificate, 
or certificates, laid before the Prefbytery, in favour of 
the Student, in order that the fanie may be produced 
at this diet of the Synod. And it is likewife hereby 
ordained, That at fome fubfequent diet of the Synod, 
particular enquiry fiiall be made, whether any of the 
Members of the Court has any objedlion to offer a- 
gainft the Student being entered upon public trials : 
And that the Synod then taking into confideration, the 
extrad produced, and the whole of the cafe,, ihall 
judge of tlie expediency of allowing the Prefbytery to 
admit the Student on trials : Or if in any cafe the Fre^ 
ibytery clerk fhall fail to tranfmit the extradls of the 
certificates above mentioned, the Student may produce. 
to the Synod, by himfelf, or by any Member of the 
Court, the extrad of the fame, which by this a£i he is 
entitled to obtain. 

IX. If the Synod fhall allow the Student to be taken 
upon public trials,, the Prefbytery fhall proceed there- 
in with all convenient fpeed ; and i^e Aflembly ap- 
point the following trials to be taken of the Student, 
and in the order herein mentioned : i^, Catechetic 
trials on Divinity, Chronology and Church Hifibry ; 
2d, A trial on the Hebrew and Greek languages ; 

I .3^1 
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^d, An Exegefis in Latin on fome controvertod Head 
in Divinity ; 4Jtb, A Homily in £agli& ; ^b^ An Exr 
ercife and Addition ; 6tbp A Le^ure on Game largie 
portion of Scripture ; ytb^ A popular Secmon ; it being 
underftood, that if the Preibytery fee caufe, they nay 
examine the Student upon the fiabje6fc of thefe ftvertd 
Dlfcouries. 

X. The Student having gone rhmugfa die ievetrtl 
trials which are mentioned in die immediately pjie- 
ceding iedion.of this a(^» the Prefbytery a» ordained 
to proceed in the following order : 

i^, They ihall, deliberately and feriouily, tabe a 
conjunct view of the whole trials; and if they fliall be 
of opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified 
to perform the duties incumbent on a Prea<iier of the 
Go(pel, they flialli by no means, ^ant faim a Licence, 
in bis preftnt circunoftances. 

ad, If, upon this review of the :trials, thfi Preibgr- 
t^y ai^ fuUy ^tisfied therewkb^ they IbaU drecord tihis 
opinion id their minutes* ^ 

yi^ The Preibytery fhall tihen pxopole to die Stn^ 
jdeat tshe iqoeijbiims that are appointed <m> ht pat to bK 
who pafs Trials bjsi& loth Afiennbly 1711, aodrek 
quire him to fubfcrihe the FormaU whidtx is preibiibed 
by the (aid ad« And the Genecal AAemfaly ftrsdlgr 
prohibit aU Preibyteries from Hcemfifig ai^ Studene 
to preach the Gofpel, 5xdio ihall aot gisKe expilicit and 
(atisfying anfwers to thefe qucftuMis, and finbfcrifae the 
faid Formula. 

j^ti. The Pre£bytery dOiall oiaier the A^ ^f Aflemfaijr 
17599 d^inft Simooiacal pradioes, no be .vead to tte 
* Student in their pre&nce« 

l»a^. The Prefbytery fiiall appoint |heir Modenaor 
to licence ithe ficudent fx> poeacfa the iStotfeA^ and iKdor 
their clerk to fumifii him wkk an eatcad of iiis. Iff- 
^cence. 

XL For the bcftter tobfinrvance of tbis aA| .tihe Gcnt^ 
ral aflembly ordain^ f/?^ That it dbaii be fvinfied a^ 
mong their other printed ads; 2d, That it AaAfar 
printed tbgr itfi^, in ibmie convenient Harm 1 34/^. That 
a copy of thi|5 {feparate ^ediidim fliall be tranfmsifted jba 
each Profeilbr of Divinity in the UnivKditiies of ^cMk- 
iand ; and that the laid Profeflbrs iiiaU read the fwmt 
in tlieir refpediare Halls^ once at ioaft dorfng .every 
Sefliotty and at fuch £1919 as they imm reafon ti^ .eK- 

piDd 
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ped the attendance of the greatefi number of Students 
for that Seflion ; and, Iqfily, That a copy of the fame 
edition fhall likewife be tranfmitted to the clerks of 
each Synod, and Prefbytefy, within the bounds of this 
Churchy and that the faid ,flerks (hall keep the fame 
along with their minutes, and bring it up to each 
meeting of thc^ refpe^iye Cpurts, £or the ufe of ^Q 
Itfeinber-s. 

• ' ''.■■■ .'. '. j.-r .'•/ 
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Edinburgh; May 28. 1792V ^^Sejl vlt. 



..^ 



Th£ Assembly recommends to PreJbyUries to take tbe 
i»lipwm Qvsrfm^ jm^ ipoiifakpmm at an early diet, 
and fend up their opinions upon tbe fame to next Af^ 
Jemmy. 

Overture reQ)e6Hng the Annexation 
and SuppreiHon of Parifhes. 

THAT the Aflembiy^ in all propoied cafes of annex* 
ation and fuppreflioni do enjoin Prefbyteries to 
communicate to the Synod or the bounds the propofal 
that is made; that although it does not appear to 
them proper for the Church to give any oppofition^ 
it fhall not be competent for them to exprefs their 
confent to the propofed annexation and fuppreffion^ 
either by a deliverance in their minutes^ or at the bar 
of the court of teinds, until they have obtainedthe con- 
fent of the Synod of the bounds ; and further, that 
when they refolve to give oppofition to any propofed 
annexation or fuppreffion, they fhall communicate their 
refolution, together with the grounds of their oppofi*- 
tion, and the diredtoiis which they have given there* 
anenti to the Synod of the bounds* 

X- 
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mas Ehjncan, writer, James Wauchopei Efq; advocate, 
Adam Gillies, Efq; advocate, John Burriet, ElqiadvQcate, 
the Procurator, William MacDonald of Rineaton, Efij; 
Mr John Taylor, clerk to tbe Signet, Bailie James 
Morifon, merchant in Leith, Mr George Andrew, wri- 
ter in Edinburgh, Mr Baron pordoo, Ifaac Grant, Efqi 
of Hilton, Dr Gregory Grant, phyfickn in Edinburgh, 
Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, Mr William 
Scott, banker inEdipburgh, Mr Alexander Grants writci: 
to the Signet, Simon Frafer, Efqj of Faraline, Convener 
John Lindfay, Edinburgh, Charles Rofs, Efqj advocate, 
Mr Kenneth Mackenzie/ writer to the Signet, William 
Tait, Efqj advocate, Lord MacDonald, Mr William 
MacLean, merchant in Edinburgh, John Dickfon, Efq; 
advocate, Mr James Home, writer to the Sigiiet^ Mr 
Alexander Youngfon, writer in Edinburgh, Makolm 
. Laing, Efq; advocate, Mr Richard Rtchardfoii, mer« 
chant in Edinburgh, CommifSoner Grieve, Profeflbr 
Palzel, Allan MacConochie, Efq; Donald Smith, Efq; 
William Simpfon, Efqj the Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, 
Mr Orlando Hart, Mr Robert Allan, banker, Charles 
Hope, Efq; advocate, Mr Solicitor-General, James 
Montgomery, Efq; advocate, Andrew Hamilton of Spit- 
tlehaiigh, Efq; t^be Lord Advocate, Matthew Sandi- 
lands, Efq; the Right Ho(nourable Henry Dundas, 
William Elliot, Efq; advocate, Mr James Rochead, 
late merchant, Edinburgh, , Ruling Elders j to be 
A Committee of this Afleopibly, for the reformation 
of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for promo- 
ting the knowledge of true religion, fuppreifing Pope- 
ry and profanenefs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terms of 
His Majefty's grant to this Affembly^ In prbfecution of 
which purpofcs, the Committee are to appoint Preach- 
ers and Catechifts, to go to fuch places as they (hall 
find, upon due information, to be the moft proper, ac- 
cording to His Majefty's defign, exprefled in His war- 
rant i and, in fo doing, that they have particular regard 
to fuch parifhes, in South Uift, Small liles, Glenco, 
Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and Loch- 
aber, and the other parilhes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee fttall find, by reafon 
of the vaft extent, by the prevalency of Popery and ig- 
norance, and other unhappy circumflances, to be in the 
greateft diftrefs : And they ihall take care^ that the per- 
fons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for thefe refpcdive offices, of 

' good 
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good abilities for the fame, of a pious life and converra<* 
tioo; prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majefty, 
and of cbmpctent /kill in the principles of Divinity, and 
particularly in Popifti controverfies : Such Preachers 
*and Catechifls b«ing hereby appointed to be fubjeft to, 
and under the infpedion of the Prefbyteries of the 
bounds to which they are fent, who are to take care 
that the orders of the* Committee be duly obferved by 
them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed to cate- 
chife, and both they and the Catechifts to inftrud the 
people from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the fick; and^ 
in all their labour among the pqople, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Qiri* 
ftian Proteftant' religion, and the obligations they are 
tinder to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George,, 
and obedience to the laws : And the Committee are em- 
powered to give them fuch inftrudions, as to their work 
and behaviour, as they fhall judge meet ^ which inftrue- 
tions the Preachers and Catechifts are hereby ordered 
to obey. The Gieneral Aflembly do further appoint the 
faid Committee, to have a particular regard in their pro^ 
ceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by the Com- 
mittee of the Aflembly for managing the Royal Bounty, 
on the 30th of September 1730, approven by frequent 
Aflemblies : And. to take carq that Prefbyteries, and o- 
thers concerned, obferve the fame, which they are here- 
by ordered to do : Particularly, the Aflembly ordains 
the feveral PrefljyterieS to infert in their regifters, the 
Committee's appointments of the defignations, falaries, 
and ftatidns of the feveral miflionaries, and to have an 
exa£k regard, thereto, in all the letters they ftiall write 
about the faid miflionaries, and in giving of certificates 
to them ; and to diredl all their letters, concerning niiP* 
Honaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of the 
Committee; which letters fliall be figned, at the ap- 
pointment of the Prefl)ytery, by the Moderator or Gerk 
thereof: And the Aflembly does difcharge any payment 
to be made of the falaries of the miflionaries, except up^ 
on receipts from the miflionaries themfelves, and upon 
certificates from the Prefl}yteries, bearing, That they 
haveferved for the time mentioned in the receipts; and 
that every Catechift who receives a falary from the 
Royal Bounty, on condition that the parifliioners or 
gentlemen of the diftrift fliall pay a certain fum in aid 
of fuch falary, fliall infert, in the body of Jhis receipt to 

G the 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held at 
Edipburgh ia the year 1792, which are not printed 
at foil length. 



I Thurfday^ May 17. 1792. Sej: i. 

A Fter Sermon by the Reverend Dr Robert Small, onp 

jf\^ of the Minifters of Dundee, Moderator of the laft Gene- 
ral Aflembly» the Minifters and Ruling Elders convened in 
the Aflembly*houfe in the ufual manner : And, after prayer 
by the faid J)r Robert Small, the Reverend Dr Andre vr 
Hunter, one of the Minifters of the City, and Profeffor of 
Divinity in the Univerfity of Edinburgh , being unanimouf. 
-Ij chofen Moderator, he, at the Affembly's defire, took the 
chair. 

The King's Commiffion to the Right Honourable David 
Earl of Leven, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal Perfon,. 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly, read, and 
ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiifioner's fpeech at the opening of the Aflembly, 
and the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 

A Committee qamed for anfwering the King's moft gracious 
Letter. 

A congratulatory addrels to his Majefty on the martiage of his 
Royal Hignefs the Duke of York with the Princefs Royal 
of Pruffia ; agreed to and a Committee appointed to pre- 
pare the fame. 

A Committee named for reviling the Commiflions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aflembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 

* of, naming. Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
Commifiioner, and receiving Lifts of Probatipners In the fe- 
veral Prefl)yteries in order to their being recerded. 

A Committee for Overtures named. 

A Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ May i8, 1792, Seffi 2. 
SederunU 

A diet fpent in prayer. 
New Commiflions produced. 

Aft VIL of the Aflembly 171 8. for the better difpatch of the 
bufinefs of the Aflembly read, and the obfervation thereof 
enjoined. 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Commiffioner. 

K The 
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Thfe Committee for revifing Commiflions appointed to meet 
this evening at a quarter before feven o'clock. 

'The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to meet this 
evening at feven o'clock, in the ufual places. 

Adjournment. 

Saturday May 1 9. 1792. SeJ7 3. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by laft Affembly on 
the overture refpeding the Licenfing of Probationers givea 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till Monday. 
•See Printed Afts, The draught of an anfwcr to the King's moft gracious Letter 
No. III. to this Affembly being brought in and approved, his Grace 

the Commifiioner, at the Aflembly's requeft, undertook to 
tranfmit the fame ta his Majefty. 
and No. IV. The draught of the congratulatory addrefs to his Majefty on 
the marriage of his Royal Hignefs the Duke of York with 
the Princefs Royal of Pruffia, being brought in and ap- 
proved, his Grace ' the Commiffioner, at the Aflembly*s xe- 
queft, likewife undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Ma- 
jefty. 

The Report of the Committee for overtures given in and 
read. 

It was objedled to the Commiflion from the Prefbytery of Paif- 
ley, " That it is dated on the 28th of February, which is 
" nine days too foon, or before the 70 days ; and that a 
" Member ftated this to be a miftake of the Prclbytery 
" Clerk, as it was confiftent with his knowledge, that the 
" eledlion was made on the 28th of March.** And the Re- 
cord of the Preft)ytery, which had been fent for, being 
produced, ^nd the eledtion having been found really to 
iave been made on the 28th of March, the Aflembly fu- 
ftained the Commiffion. 
• It was objedlcd to the Commiflion from the Burgh of J^ew 
Galloway, " That the words as an Elder, are omitted in 
^ ** the Commiflion itfelf, though found in the atteftations 

'* of the Kirk-feflion and Preft)ytery.*' The Aflembly un- 
animouflj repjelled the objedion, and fuftained the Com- 
miflion. . 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, call- 
ed for, produced, and read. 

Agreed to take up the caufe of Invelrkeithing on Monday, and 
the caufe againft the Minifter of Girthon, as the firft pri- 
vate caufe on Tuefday. 

A Committee named to revife the adings and proceedings of 
the Commiflion of the laft General Aflembly. 

A Committee named to revife the adings and proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laft AflTembly, for managing 
the Royal. Bounty for reformation of the Highlands add 
Iflands. 

A Committee named to audite and revife the accountii of the 
procurator and agent for the Churchy and other public ac- 
count^ 
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-counts, confider the ftatc of the Church's puhlic money, 
and prepare overtures about the fame. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this evening, 
and empowered to receive from the feveral Members, any 
inftrudions given to .them by the refpedlive Synods or Pref- 
feyteries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare 
overtures thereon to the Affembly, and ^o receive and con- 
fider any accounts that Ihall be given them of the date of 

^ the Church in the North Highlands, particularly concern- 
ing the growth of Popery and Superftition, and prepare 
overtures for preventing and fuppreffing thereof. 

The. Committee of bills appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournment* 

Monday^ May 21. 1792. Sejf. 4. 

Stderunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

Report of the Committee for overtures, called for, given in, 
and read. 

The reports on the overtures refpeding the Licenfing of Pro- 
bationers re-committed. 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, produced, and 

• read. 

Synod-books called for. 

A Cpmmittee appointed to revife the Synod -book of Fife. 

JNone of the other Synod-books, nor the Prefbytery-book of 
Zetland being produced, the Aflembly recommend to the 
feveral Synods to be pundual in fending up their books for 
the future ; and enjoin the Synod-clerks to attend to this re- 
commendation, as they fliall be anfwerable foe their condud 
to the Affembly; and that this recommendation and injunc- Sec Printed Aa% 
tion be inferted in the printed Adls of the Affembly. ^'°- V^^- 

The caufe of Inverkeitbing delayed till Wednefday. 

Agree to take up the caufe of Gigha to-morrow, if there is 
time after the caufe of Girthon. 

The Conunittee for confidering of a Monument to the Memo- 
ry of the late Dr Webfter appointed to meet this evening. 

The Committees fot overtures and bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Tuefdajj May 22. 1792. Sejl 5. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

The report of the Committee appointed by laft Affembly 

, to confider of a Monument to the Memory of the late Dr 
Webfter, was given in, and read. 

The report of the Committee on the Horfe-tax was given in, 
and read, and agreed to be confidered on Thurfday. 

The report of the Committee for overtures was called for, given 
in, and read. 

The confideration of the overture refpeding the Licenfing of 
Probationers, which had been appointed for Thurfday, de- 
layed till Friday ; aftd the overure refpeding the Slave- 
trade to be confidered on Thurfday. 

A 
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A Committee appointed to revife the Synod-book of Lothian 
apd Tweeddale 

Agreed to take up the caufe of the parifli of Contin on Friday, 
and the overture refpeding the annexation andfupprefiionof 
parifties on Saturday. 

The report of the C(Hnmittee for bills was called for, given in, 
an4 read. 

The Committees for reviling the Commifflon Hacord, and Roy- 
al Bounty Record, appointed to meet to-morrovr morning. 

.A reference by the Prefty tery of Kirkcudbright of the rele- 
vancy of a libel, at the inftance of James Kirkpatrtck in 
Gatehoufe, and others, elders and heads of families in the 
parifh of Girthon, againft Mr John Macnaught, Minifter 
of the Gofpel at Girthon, heard : The Aflembly fpund the 
libel relevant, and appointed the Prelbytery of Kirkcud- 
bright to proceed to take probation, and to bring this caufe 
to a'conclulion, according to the rules of the Church. 

The Committee for bills, appointed to meet to-morrow at ten 
o'clock, 

-Adjournment. 

WedfwJSay^ May 23. 1792. Sejf. 6. 

Sederunt. 

New Gommiffions produced. 

The, Committees for bills, and on public accounts, &c. ap* 
pointed to meet to-morrow. 

An appeal at the indance of Mr Samuel Peat, preacher of the 
Gofpel, prefentee to the vacant parifli of Gigha and Cara, 
from a fentence of the Synod of Argyle, heard : The Af- 
fembly, after reafonihg without a vote^ affirmed the fen- 
tence of the Synod of Argyle, in fo £su: as it finds, that the 
Preibytery of Kintyre had fiill right and p6wer to -examine 
Mr Peat upon his knowledge of the Gaelic language, and 
that Mr Peat was in duty baund to fubmit to fuch exami- 
nation : But in refpedl that the laid Mr Samuel Peat has de- 
clared, by his counfel at the bar of the Affembly, that he is 
fenlibk of the impropriety of his paft condudl in diibbeying 
the Prefbytery of Kintyre and that he is now willing to 
fubmit to their appointments, the Affembly remit Mr 
Peat to the laid Prelbytery, to be tried by them upon his 
knowledge of the Gaelic language ; enjoin him to attend 
their firft ordinary meeting upon Tiiefday, the 17th day of 
July next, and recommend to the Prelbytery -of Kintyre, if 
they find him properly qualified as to the Gaelic language, 
to proceed in his fettlement, as Minifter of the parilh of 
Gigha and Cara, with all convenient fpeed, according to th^ 
rules of the Church. 

.Dr William Porteous appeared at the bar, and intimated to 
the Affembly, that a complaint entered by him and others, 
.againft a fentence of the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, in A- 
pril laft, ' allowing the Prelbytery of Hamilton to proceed to 
the probationary trials of Mr Ewing, was now fallen from. 
The Affembly therefore declared the faid complaint fallen 
from accordiujgly. 

The 
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The Aflembly heard a petition for Mr Andrew Robertforj 
preacher, prefentee to the parifh of Inverkeithine ; a oe- 
Utjon of the Magiftratcs, Guildry, and Town-council of the 
Burgh of Inverkeithing, and of the Incorporation <rfTai 
lors, &c. in the faid Burgh ; the inhabitants of North 
^eensfCTiy, &c ; ^d a petition of James BeU. &c. Mem- 
bers of the Kirk-fei5on pf Inverkeithing. The Affemblv 
then heard the parties on the preliminary-point. Wheth;!. 
the two appeals fliould he confidered and judged of toffrther 
or feparately : And after reafoning, they heard na^^S 
the firft appeal of the nth of Oa^r i79rfrom tS. fen 
tenceof the Synod of Fife, fuftaining thecal! toX JrefeS-" 
tee^ and they, without a vote, affirmed the fentence of thL 
Synod of Fife and Prefbytery of Dunfermine S,^„i 
the call to Mr Andrew RoV^^^^ pref^^^e tTlhetS 
and panlh of Inverkeithing, and remit to the PreAytery of 
Dunfermline, ^o proceed to the fettlewent of thefaid n« 
fentee, wiA all convenient fpeed, according to the ruW 
the Church. The Aflembly next heard the pwtfes on the 
fecond appeal of the lothof April 1702 anH^^k I 
vote reverfed the fentence of the^inoT^f^CfiLt; 
«' That certain prerequifites, previous to .the giving the Hbel 
having ,becn omitted by the libeUers. the Pr^te^ of • 

"of this informal procedure." And in refmsd tha* iS! 
.Robertfon, by his coVel,.has at the ba^d^^d^'^Sat^: 
■ SI? every objedhon.in point of form which he might'have 
ftated- refpcding the fervipej and that he has farneflly 
wfrfn^^l-'M^" relevancy of th^ libel may be j^Sf 
with a^Eoflible expedition : The AfferoWy confidence thfe 
faid con{'ent,^d the other cin?umfl(wee8 of the cafe* ad! 
Enf «nV^*^^'^y*Pf Dunfernaine, -to meet at CfeiS- 
line on Friday next, at tvjr^ive p'clock ; and, for that end 
they appoint t|ie Moderatqr of .the faid PreaytBry, SSSie 
Letter? of Supmqps ,tp the M^bers. And ^AffeS 
ordain that ^b^ libel. Jhall ^n be put into the ban^of Mr 
Kobertfon,^ and that the (apie,; pooform to hi, confent; Ihdl 
^ *T i^ * l^^A.feT^ce; and appoint the Preibyte^ im- 
mediately fo proceed to. hear parties on the rdevaV^T «d 

S thl AJf'Tr*'* Jl**?^^^ **»««°"' 0= 'efer the fame 
to this Aflembly; It bemguflderftood, that either > party 
^ho.jnay be . diflitisfi^ ^th ?hejudgm»t Pf the P«ft^ 
tery to be prpnounced oh th«? releyandy-may lodge an ao^ 

ihall refer rii«^queft,on, on the teleyancy, that fuchreS 
rence may> thw lodged^ fo that a final figment m,^^ 
given on. t^ faid fd^vancy, hpforfc.th^ rifinglf this^m! 

^ pa^2!' '""^^ ^' ^""^"^ '^^ * ^"?®"'"* ^^^^ 
Adjournment, ' 'j i . .; ! ' 
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Tbuffday, May 144 1792. S^. 7. 

New Commiflioiis (jroduccd. 

A Letter and Petition, in name of a body of men, denomina- 
tiog themfelves the Scots PreJfbytery in London, T^^ere read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

The public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. . 

Report of the Committee for biHs, called for, given in, and 
read. 

The Petition from the Prefbytery of Linlithgow, refpe£ling 
.^' integularntarriaj^, remitted, with other Petitions for 
aid out of the public Ainds, to the Committee on public ac- 
counts. 

After reafoning Upon the report of the Committee on the 
Horfe-taoc, the AflfeiiiWy having unanimoufly refolved, That 
the cafe fhould be tried by the courts of law, appointed a 
Committee to prepaid a' notion, refpedf?ng the mbft effec- 
tual method of carrying this r^fbtntion into esLecution, and to 
report (mSaturday, 

Agreeable to a former refolution, thcf Affcmbly proeecdcd to 
confider the following overture, viz. " It is hunibly over- 
•* turdd to the General Afleitibly, that they fliould exprcfs 
** their dhhorenee of the mjeftlce artd cruelty of the African 
" Slave-trade; their 'jdy* in the enlightened ' views which 
," have been taken of this fubjiia:, aridin the liberal 'fttitr- 
'^ mthts concerning it Tfliat hiv6 been exprilRd by 'the 
i^ rCommons of^Gteat Britain, in Parliament ^Aflembled ; 
^ and their ardent wi(h«s, that ibis inhuftnni traffic may, by 
** the bleffing of Providence, be fpeedily broujjht-tb a tcrmi- 
.« natidn.'' Which overtUrt the Affembly having taken un- 
der theirconfideratidn, after f^afoning at conlidcrablelengtb, 
a tnatiKm was made and agreed ^l without a*v6te : That the 
lAfTembly think themfelves algain call^ iipoh tateftify thejb: 
ij^yhorence'of a fyftem of traffic,^ intom'pati'ble with the greait 
{principles of morality and teligion, land attended with* cii*- 
ieumftanccsx^f^injufticeahd cruelty, ftiockiftg totheieeliiigs 
•of virtuous minds : To declare the fatisfa6Kon they have re- 
trciwdy^om the liberal views arid fentimieAtS rtfpetafcigtbis 
itiierdling fubjeft, entertained by ^peo(>Ie of ever/ratik and 
dmiominati6n; and> efpecially by thdr' reprefentativeS in 
l^arliamehtf and to etpfrefs their ardent wifhes, and earneft 
^yet», that- this int^altdMs trade tnay, by the bleffing of 
divine Providence, upota the deliberations ipr^I^rliament, 
be (p6edily and completely abolifli*d j thit tWas'Hfht naViDii^ 
chorader may be viwftiebled- froln fehe^hat^e of cfppreflioti, 
the caufe of public virtue promoted, and an example of hu;. 
manity, and enlightened policy, given by Great Britain to 
the other countries of Europe. And the Affembly ordered 
. : this 
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this dcclartion to be printed at fiiU length, in the Abridge 
ment of the Aaing3 ^d Proceedings of this AlTembl^. 
AdjoTjrnment ^ 

Friday^ May 25. 1792, Seff\ 8. 
Sederunt. 
The Gommittees for revifing the Commiflion Record, and 

Royal Bpujjty Record, and the Synod-books, appointed to 

make their reports to-morrow. 

The report of the Committee on the overture refpefting the Scc Printed Aft? 
Licenfing of Probationers, maturely confidered by the Af- No^ VIIL 
fembly ; and the fame, as now amended and altered, or- 
dered to be tranfmitted to Prefbyteries, that they may fend 
up their opinions de novo on the various parts thereof 
to the next General Affembly ; and the Clerks ordained to 
caufe this overture to, be printed feparately, and tranfinitted 
to the Mdderators of the feveral Prefbyteries by poft. 

The report of the Truftees of the Fund eftablifhed by Aft of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters widows, &c. con- 
taining a^n account pf their proceedings fince. laft Gener^ 
Affembly, and a ftate of the fund under their management 
given in^ ^nd curdered to lie pn the table till Monday : And, 
upon a motion, the thanks of the Houfe were given from 
the Chair to Sir .Henry Moncrerff- Well wood' fot his fidelity, 
attention, and prudence, in the management of the fund. 

The report of the Committee appointed to conlider the fub- 
je6t br a general augmentation of the parochial ftipends, was 
given in, read, and ox'dered to lie on the table till to-mor- 
tow^ to be then confidered. ' 

An appjeal at the inftance of the Reverend Mr Alexander Calder, 
Moderator, for himfelf, and; in name ancj behalf of the o- 
ther Members of the Prelbytery bf IJii|gwall ; ;Trancis 
Humberftone. Macken:iip, Ef^j of Seaforth, and btlfer heri- 
tors of the /parities of Dinj^wall, Fodderty, ^nd Contin, 
jfrom aTentetice of ttie Synod of Rofs, reverfing a fentence 
of the Prelbytery of Dingwall^ delaying procedute in the 
fettlemeiit of Mr James Dallas in the churpH and parilh of 
Contin: And a petition for William Munro, and others, 
,elders and heads of families of the paiifh of Contm, concur- 
. ring jn the fettlement of Mr Dallas, heard. The Afl^^mbly, 

' afker'hJdaring iJarties i|pon the petition of William Muriro, 
and others, find, ** 1* hat this petition^, not haying been prc- 
** vioUtfy before the Synod '6fR6fs/cannot be taken into con- 
** fideration in judging of the merits of this caufe." The Af- 
fembly thereafter having heard parties upon the caufe, tjiey, 
without a VQte, affirmed the fentence of the Synod of^ Rofp* 

\ ijn fo far as' it of drains the Prpfbytetjr of Dingwall to pfoceeid 

' m the Tettlement of Mr Pallas in the parifti of Contin, 
with all convenient fpj^ed, according to the xiiles of Ihc 
Church. . 

Thereafter the Aflembly^ upoi} a jpotion, unanimoufl^ remitted 
to the procurator and agent for the Church, to oppofe the 

propofed 
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propofed annexation and fupprelfion of the pariih of Con* 
tin before the CQurt of teinds. 

Upon a motion, the Committee of bills appointed to meet to- 
morrow. 

Adjournmei>t, 

Saturday y May %6. 1792. Sejffl, g. 

Sederunt. 

A£t approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Ad- 
vocate, procurator for the Church, and exoneriqg and dif- 
charging him and bis cautioners of the fum of L. 624 : o : 7^ 
Sterling, difburfed by him, and appointing that he take cre- 
dit in his next account^ for the fum of'L. 124^ o : 7^^ Ster- 
ling, being the balance due to him. 

Ad approving of the account of Mr George Cairncrofs, agent 
.for the Church, and exonering and difcharj;ing him of the 
fum of L. 237 : 16:1 Sterling, difburfed by him, and ap- 
pointing that he debit himfelf in his pext account, with the 
fum of L. 5 : x8.: II Sterling, being the balance due by 
him. 

A£t approving of the account of Dr William 'Gloag, Sub- 
clerk of Aflembly, and exonering and difcharging him of 
the fum of L, 41 '.6:9 Sterling diiburfe^ by him, and ap- 

f pointing that he take credit in his next account, for the 
iim of L. 22 : II : 9 Sterling, being the balance diie to 
him. . 

A£t approving of the account of the expences of the appeal in 
the cafe of Tingwall, due to John Spottifwoode, JEfq^ foljci- 
tor at London, and ordering payment of the fuim* of L. 173 
Sterling, bein^ the amount thereof. 

Ad approving of the account of Mr Elphlngfton Balfour, 
ftationer to the Church, and ordering payment of the a- 
mount thereof. 

Ad approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, printer 
for the Church, and ordering payment ' of the amount 
ithereof. 

The report of the Coihmitte« on the public funds of the 
Church, and new applications thereanent, given in, and 
..read, and unanimoufly approved of. 

In, refped of the particular circumftances of the cafe, the Af- 
fembly remitted to the procurator and ^gent for the' Church, 
to attend to any procefs in which Dr Smith, Minifter of 
tiampbelton, . may be called as a defender, fpre^preffions 
ufed by him in his judicative capacity, when the cafe of Mr 
Peat, prefentee to the parifli of Gigha and Cafa, was before 
the Synod of Argyle. 

The defence of the procefs of fupprefiion, and annexation of 
the parifhes of Mains and Strathmartin, remitted to the 

. procurator and agent for the Church, to be carried through 
at the public expence, and the procurator authorifed to pay 
to the agent, the fum of L. 8 : 3 : 3 Sterling, bein^ the ex- 
pence already laid out in that pro^efs^ 

the 
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The Aflembly agreed to pay particular attention to the peti- 
tion of the Synod of Moray, refpeding the fuppreflion of 
the Church of Dundurcas, and the annexation of that pa- 
•ri(h to, the parifhes of Boharm and Rothes, whenever the 
Hate of the Church's funds appear to admit of it. 

A Memorial for the Prefbytery of Linlithgow, refpefting ir- 
regular marriages being read, the Aflembly difmifled the 
fame. 

The report of the vifitors of the Commiffion record called for ; 
the Commiflion's conduft approved of; thanks giv^n to the 
Moderator of the Commiffion ; and their book ordered to 
be attefted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the Members of theScePrmtcdA(5\s, 
•CoMMissioNof this Assembly, and preparing inftruftions to No. V. 
them, given in, and approved of: The Aflembly added there- 
to Sir Henry Moncreiff" Well wood, in place of the Mode- 
.-rator. 

The report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty record, given 
in, and read; the conduft of the Managers approved of ; 
and their book ordered to be attefted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this Sec Priatcd Arts, 
year, with a Commiffion, and inftruiftions to them. No. VL 

The Synod-book of Fife ordered to be attefted. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale orderedto be at- 
tefted. 

The Committee on the Enzie Fund, renewed with the former 
•powers; .and Sir Henry Moncrieff', Mr Moodie, and Mr 
Solicitor-General added to the Committee. 

The Committee on the fcheme for erefting new parifties re- 
newed, with the former powers. 

The overture anent the fuppreffion and annexation of pa- 
rifties delayed till Monday. 

The General Aflembly, upon a motion, that in refpe<athc 
next ordinary meeting of the Preft>y tery of Dingwall is on 
the firft of Auguft, appoint the faid Prefbytery to meet on 
the third Wednefday of June next, to receive the judgment 
of the Aflembly .in the caufe of Contin. 

The report of the Committee formerly -appointed to draw up a 
motion, refpeding the <:arrying into execution the Aflem- • 
bly's refolution, with regard to the Horfe-tax^, given in; ^ 

and read, and tinanimoufly approved of. , ' 

The AiTembly, agreeable to a former refolution, proceeded to 
confider the -report of the Committee on the augmentation 
of ftipends, and the fame was firft read all over^ and there- 
after, paragraph by paragraph; and after being maturely 
confidered, was approved of as follows, viz. 

^* im{?, That the powers of the Lords of Seffion, as Commif- 
*' fioners for , plantation of kirks and valuation of teinds, 
^* fliall be^ explained, fo as to make it competent for them 
^^ to modify and augment ftipends, atfd to pronounce de- 
** crees of locality for the fame, in all cafes^ where any le- 
, ^ M « gal 
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** gal fund of augmentation appears, whether a former aug- 
** mentation has taken place or not, unlel's where fuch for- 
*< mer augmentation has been obtained within 
** yeai-s preceding the date of the new application fo lAade, 
" all relevant obje^iod? in point of eacpediency, or which 
** may arife out of the rights and interefts of other parties 
" concerned, being ftill open to be ftated as heretofore, and 
** judged by the Court ; and that in order to dimini(h the 
" expence of proceffes of augmentation, modification, and 
" locality, that the Court Ihall be empowered to make adls 
** of federunt, containing rules and regulations for expedit- 
*' ing the bufinefs committed to them in all points^ and 
" more efpecially, for abridging the forms and expence of 
^' citation, and bringing adions or procefies into Court, 
" and fettling localities, &c. 

ido^ That the vacant ftipends, which may at any time a- 
'^ rife in each parifli, (hall be applied towards purcbafing 
" lands, lying as co^ivenient as* may be, for an addition to 
" the glebe of that parifli, and that, till a proper opportu- 
** nity fhall occur for purchafing lands fo fituated, the* pro- 
" duce of the vacant ftipend fhall be lent out upon good fe- 
" curity, and the intereft thereof drawn by the Minifter of 
*' the parifli, over and above his former ftipend; and that 
" in every Synod, there fliall be appointed a coUedor, with 
'< power to uplift the vacant ftipends, and to lend out the 
<^ fame, in order to be applied for the purpofes ajtiove men- 
*' tioned ; it being always underftood, that the vacant fti- 
** pends within the Synod of Argyle fliall remain appli- 
" cable, as they are at prefent, by virtue of an aft of Par- 
" liament of Scotland 1690. 

5/10, That it fliall.be competent to the Court, upon the ap* 
** plication of any Minifter of any parifli, where the glebe 
•* or grafs ground may fometimes ^e feued to very great ad- 
'* vantage, to authorife fuch glebe or grafs ground, or both 
" to be granted in feu, upon the beft terms that can be 
" obtained ;^but fo as that in no cafe the feu-duty fliall be 
'^ lefs than ten bolls of wheat, Linlithgow meafure, per 
^^ acre; and that there fliall be no purchafe paid at the 
** commencement of the feu, nor entry-money by any fin-i 
** gular fucceffor ; and that whatever be the extent of the 
** feu-duty, the fame fliall not be paid in money, but in 
** grain, the Court being fatisfied of the expediency of that 
" meafure ; and the tranfadion being executed in fuch way 
**' and manner as fliall be effedual to fecare to th6 prefent 
" and future incumbents, all the advantages thence ariiing; 
"* and that, upon every fuch application, the Prefljytery of 
^' fhe bounds, and the heritors of the parifli, fliall be called 
** as parties, that they may have an opportunity of ftating 
*• objedions, if any fuch there are, to the meafure pro- 
" profed. 
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• " 4to, That Minifters ftipends, if not regularly paidf fhall 
" bear intereft to the Minifter from the .terra of pay- 
" ment ; and that the vidaal part of the ftipend, if not de- 
" livered at the term of Candlemas, fhall alfo bear intereft 
" from that term, according to the prices of fuch visual 
** eftablilhed by the Sheriff fiars of the county. 

■** 5/0, That the heritors fhall be bound to deliver the vidual 
" ftipend, either at the manfe, or neareft market-town, or 
" fea-port, at the option of the Minifter, not bpyond 
** diftance. 

" Lqftfy, That application fhall be made to the Legiflature 
" for an ad of Parliament to carry intb execution the above 
** propofals, if the fame fhall be approved of." 

'Upon a motion, the Moderator, from the chair, gave the 
thanks of the Aflembly to the Solicitor-General, Convener 
of the Committee, for the great trouble and pains taken by 
him in this important bufineis : And the AfTembly renewed 
the former Committee, with the addition of fome Mem- 
bers, and inflruded them to digefl the heads of this propo- 
fal, which have been agreed to by the houfe into the form 
of a bill ; to tranfmit copies of this bill, if then made out ; 
and if not, the heads or fubftance of it betwixt and the 
15th day of September, to the conveners of the different 
•counties, and to give in a report of their proceedings to the 
Commilfion in November : And the AfTembly refolve, that See- Printed A&, 
the Commiffion fhall be fpecially empowered and inftruded, at the end of 
'. if they approve of the faid report, to make application to the No. V. 
Legiflature for obtaining an ad of Parliament, for the pur- 
pofes therein mentipned. 

''Upon a motion, the Committee of bilU appointed to meet to^ 

morrow. 
Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 2.S. jyg2. Sejf. utt. 

Sederunt. ^ 

'.Upon a motion, the AfTembly appointed Dr Hill, 0r Hardy^ 
Sir Henry MonxrreifF, Dr David Johnflon, Minifters ; the 
Lord Prefident, Lord Advocate, Mr Solicitor- General, the 
Procurator, and Mr Dalzel, Ruling Elders, as a Commit- 
tee, to confider the moft advifable methods of extricating 
the funds of the Church from their prefent embarrafTed fitu- 
ation, and appointed the Procurator Convener. 

The report of the Committee for bills, called for, given in, 
and read. 

The report of the Truftccs of the fimd, eftablifhed by aft of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 
lej)t for that purpofe. 

Lift- 
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Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and or- 
dered to be recorded. 

The Aflembly proceeded to confider the overture from the Sy- 
nod of Moray, refpeding the annexation and fuppteffion of 
pariflies, and unanimoully agreed to tranfmit an overture to. 
See Printed Afts ^'^^^ purpofe, for the coniideration of Prefbyttries. 
No. IX. ^ The Affenibly having confidered a petition for Mr William 

Smith, Miniftcr of Bower, aild alfo a Lift of Grievances from 
the Preft)ytery of Kirkwall, did, in terms of a refolution in a 
fimilar cafe laft Aflembly, again exprefs their fympathy 
with the brethren of thofe Frefbyteries, and ordered the faid 
papers to lie on the table, until the ftate of the funds of the 
Church ihall admit of affording them aid in profecuting 
their juft claims before a civil court. At the fame time, 
the Aflembly earneftly wifti, that fuch meafures may be 
fpeedily adopted by the heritors within the bounds of thofe 
Preft)yteries as may render this aid unneceflTary. 

A reference from the Preibytery of Dunfermline, refpe^ling the 
libel againft Mr Andrew Robertfon, prefentee to the Church 
and parilh of Inverkeithing, heard: The Aflembly, after 
reafoning, agreed, without a vote, to.this judgment :.In re- 
fpe<a of the condudt of the purfuers before the Preibytery, 
and of their not haviiig demanded procedure upon th^ libel, 
the Aflembly declares. That the fame ftiall be held as fallen 
from ; and find, That there is ^no bar in the way of the 
Prefl}ytery of Dunfermline, to prevent them from proceeding 
to the fettlement of Mr Andrew Robertfon in the Church of 
Inverkeithing, according to the rules of the Church : And 
the Aflembly, at the requeft of the Prefbytery, appoint, that 
the faid fettlement fhall take place, on or before the firft 
Thurfday of September nexL 

Froteftations admitted. 

All caufes brought before this AiTembly, and not diicufled, 
referred to the Gommifiion. 

A Committee named to revife the Minutes of the Aflembly*s 
Proceedings, at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon fuch of the Ads of the Aflembly as are to be ftanding 
rules, in order to theit being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiffionen 
V . The Lord High Commiflioner's fpeech to the AflTembly. 

lS«c Printed Afts, Aft appointing next meeting of the Aflembly. 
No. X. Xhe Aflembly concluded with prayer, finging of pfalms, ani 

pronouncing ;the bleffing. 
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T^.HE PRINCIPAL 

A C T S 



OF THE 



<^eneral ^(Temljlp 



OF THE 



Church of Scotland, 



Begun at Edinburgh, the i6th day of May 1793, 
and concluded the ayth day of the iaid Month and 
Yean 



I. 

The King's CommifGon to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 

Edinburgh^ May 16, I793« 

THE General Assembly of this national 
Church being convened and conftitutedi 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven, the 
KiNG^s Commlilion, fealed with the feal ap« 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in 
Scotland^ in -place of the Great Seal of Scotland^ making 
and conftituting him his Majefly^s High Gommiilioner 

and 
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and fteprefentative iii tliis AUembry ; wfiicfi Cfoinmiinon 
was publicly read with all due honour and rcfped, and 
ordered to be recorded irt- ihft boo&s of AHembly ; — the 
tenor whereof follows : 



/^EORGIUSf Dei gr^tta. Magna Britannia^ Francia et 
^^ Hibernia Rex^ Fidei t)ejenfor : Omnibus probis bominibus^ 
ad quQs prafentes lit era nojira pervenerint^falutem. ^ando- 
quidem Nos conJideranttSj quod Generalis Ecelejia Scotia Con- 
ventus in decimnm Jexium diem Maii ptoximi convenire ordi-- 
natusfuit J Nofque abundecupidi, et necejfurium effi judicantes 
in commodum di6la ecclejia^ ut idem ecclejia generalis conventus 
die Jlatuto debit e obfervetAr^ atque rebus magni momenti Nos 
alio vocantibus, diSio conventui perfonaliter inter ejfe nequimus y 
Nofque abundi fatisfadi dejdficientid et fdeUtate fidelijffimi et 
prdditeCHjtmi Nofriconfin^UineiTf^iyidiS toThitis die Leveti, 
quod adfummum munus Noflri fupremi Commiffionarii ad diSum 
generalem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum ufquequaque 
Jit irifhSfUi : koveritii l^itai", l^bs HominHffL tofiftiilAff^^et 
ordhiapi ttrtore^tih praJiHtiiMi ^toniiriiite, coHftitAtrt^ it ordi-^ 
nare^ memoratum^ fideltjjimum et pradileBiJfimum Nqfif6m con- 
Janguineum Davidem Comitem de htwtvi^fupremum Nofrum 
CommiJ/ionarium diBo generali ecclefue Scotia conventui^ dando 
et cvncedendxx ilH plenam pottfttttetft^ Commiffioirew^ et wttfrM" 
tum facram Nojlram Perfonam et auBoritatem regaUm repra- 
fentandi^ nee non prafentiam NoftramfupplendiyCt locum Nofirum 
in diSto fubfequenti generali conpcntu, tanquam CommiJJionario 
Nojiro ad bunc effeSlum fpeciaiiter confituto^ tenendi, omniaque 
alia ad imperium et munus GommiJJionarii pro generali ecclefia 
coirventu pirngendiytam plene adet)que liberSin quovis refpeSlUy 
quam quilibet alius in eodemfummo munere feveraty feu quovis 
tempore praterito facere potueraty velacfi Nos ip/i perfonaliter 
prafentes facere potuerimus. ^aque omnia et Jingula qua 
diffus David Comes de Leyen, in bac Nofra Commiffione 
profequenda legitime fecerit^ feu fieri ordinaverit, Nosfirmiter 
approbamut^ et ratificmnns. ' Infuper omnibus etfingulis diBi 
conventus et ecclefia pafioribus et prefbyteris caterifque quibuf- 
cunqiie, intra illam partem Magn^ Britannia Scotiain vocd* 
tarn:, fubditis No/iris, cujnfcunqOe gradh ftU qualitatisy ut 
diBnrh Baridem Comitetn de Leven^ tanquam Jhpremum No- 
ftram Gommiffionarium^ quoad ejfeBum et modumfupra mentio- 
natutn^ revereantur^ agnojcant et audiant, firiBe mandamus et 
pracipinms : Atque banc Noftram Commiffionem d dido titcimo 
fexio die Maiiy proximi incipejre^ et deinceps durante fubfe-- 
quente fiffime diBi generalis conventus in vigor e continuare, de-- 
claramust vel ufque dum a Nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. 

In 
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Jn cujus rei teftimonium, prefentibus Jigilhm Noftrum per Um- 
o»is tra&atum cujiodiend, et in Scottivice et loco Magni Sigilli 
tjufdem utend, ordinat. appendi mandavimus. jipud aulam 
Nojiram apud St James' Sy trigefimo die tnenjis ApriliSy anno 
Domini mUlefmo Jeptingentejimo et nonagejimo tertio, Regnique 
N^ri anno trigefimo tertio. 

Per Jignaturam manu S. D. N, Regis fupra/criptam. 



IL 

The King's moft gracious Letter to 
the General Aflemt)ly^ JM^fented to 
them by his Majefty's Commiflioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend andjWfeU-beloved, We greet you 
well. — ^The conftant' proofs We have received of 
your Loyalty and Attachment to Our Perfon and Go- 
vernment, a^d.of jour. 2^ for. tKp tultivatioxx of found 
Learning and tnie Religioh, cannot; fail of fe'curing to 
you the comiituabce [of . Our -' Roy aD FaVour and l^rot ec- 
tion : And it is with undiminifhed fatisfadion, that 
We take this occafion of repeating to you Our Reiblu- 
tion to preferve and maintain the Ci^urck of Scotland * 
in all its ellablifhed Rights and Privileges. We ara^ 
confident, thaf your proceedings will be uplforxnly di* . 
reded, to thofe'great and falutary objeds for which ypii 
are aflemblecj, and that yqu.wiU labour t9 promote. fuch - 
Meafures, as ate beft calculated to difFufe the Principles 
and Praftice of Genuine Cbriftian^tyi to check the pro- 
greft of vice and impiety,. and to ipftill into all ranks 
and defcrijptions of men, that attei^tion to Moral Duties, 
that love of Order and Obedience to the Laws, upon 
which the Peace, Harmony and .t?:ue Happinefs^ of Sor 
ciety. To entirely depend. We have again thought fit, 
to appoint Our Right' Trufty and Right Well-beloved 
Coufin, David Earl of Leven, zo reprefent Our Royal 

B Perfon 
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Perfon In this Aflembly, being well aflured from Kk 
: approved Merits, and his Experience and Knowledge in 
the admiqiUratioQ of the Duties of the important Oilice 
entrufted ^ohioa, that he cannot but continue to be highly 
' acceptably to you. We have oqly to add Our eameil de- 
lire that your proceedings may,, as heretofore, be in aH 
things marked by that Unanimity, cordial Affei^ion, and 
Chriftian Charity one towards another, which cannot 
fail of bringing the purpofes of your meeting to, a 
.happy conclufion. And fo We bid you heartily fare- 
well. — Given at Our Court at St Jameses, the 8th day 
rof May 1 793, in the 33d year of Our Reign. 

By his Majefty^s Command, 

HENRY DUNJ)AS. 

Acjdrefled thus .-r-JTd th Right Rtvennd and WtU-beloveU 
ti>e f^oderatvry J^iniJ^s: and JSi^n qf. t^ 'Q^ncrai Af- 
/fembly of ;tbe Cburcb of Scotland: 



'.•■■;- m. 

The General Affembly^s Anfw^ to the 
King's moft gracious Leitct. 



* May it pkafe Tour Majrjiy^ 

THE gracious lettfer with which Tour M^jdfiy has 
been pleafed to honour this Meetings of the Gene*> 
ral Aflembly. of the Church .of Scotland, was received 
with fhe utmoft refpedl aqd gratitude. 

As dutiful Subjedls of a virtuous and ailedionate So* 

' vereign, we have a juft fenfc of the confidence which 

^Your Majefty.repofe^ in our loyalty and attachment to 

Your Perfonatid Government, and in our zeal for the 

cultivationi of Sound Learning and True Religion, Wc 

:feel init aimoll pleafing recompenfe for having done 

vour 
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our duty ; and ^e truft, that our future Condud wiH 
•continue to deferve the Tame honourable proofs of Royal 
. JFavour and ProteSion. 

Convinced, by long and happy experience, of Your 
:Majefty*s gcigd difpofition to the Church of Scotland, 
<we rely, ^h\i the ipoft perfedl fecurity, on Your re.folu- 
tion to maimain it in ail its ^ablifhed Hights and Pri- 
vileges. We regard the prefent' deqlaratioa of Your 
Roydl purpofe to this effed, as- a powerful encourage- 
jftetit to dited our Proceedings to thofe great Objeds 
for which we are aflembled : And it fhall be our qa^e., 
in conupKance with Your Majefty^s defire, to ilabojur af» 
iiduoufly in promoting fuch meafures as are beft calcu* 
lated to diffufe the Principles and Pra<Sbice of Genuine 
'£3hriftianity, to check the progreis of Vice and Impiety, 
and to inftill into all ranks of men, that attention to 
moral duties; that love of order and obedience to the 
laws, upon which the peace, harmony and true happi- 
nefs of Society fd entirely depend. Thefe are the great 
ends of our public eftablHhment; and we deem it a pe- 
<culiar felicity, that we live under a Prince, who, by 
.reminding us of our proper work, teaches us, that the 
-faithful drfcharge of our duty to God and our Coun* 
;try, is the mod certain recommendatiod to his fa- 
vour. 

We beg leave to xerorn our liumble Thanks to Your 
Majefty, for Your perfevering attention to the interefts 
*of Chriftian Knowledge and Virtue in the Highlands and 
Iflands of Scotland. . We confider Your Royal Donation 
for this purpofe as a freih proof of Your paternal care 
for all your Subjeds ; and we ihall endeavour to apply 
it in fuch a manner, as may beft promote the generous 
.and pious defign for which it Is beilowed. 

The hereditary and warm attachment of the Earl of 
Leven to the caufe of Civil and Religious Liberty ; 
•his affectionate regard for the Church of Scotland ; his 
•exemplary condud in private life ; and his approved ex- 
perience and knowledge in the admifii ft ration of his im- 
portant office, render the re-appointment of him to 
r^reprefent Your Majefty's Royal Pcrfon a moil ^accept- 
.abie mark of attention to this Aflembly- 

Permit us to aflure Your Majelly, that it fliall be our 
ifludy, to condudall our proceedings with that unani- 
mity, cordial afFedion, and Chriftian charity to one a- 
jnother^ which become us as the Servants of the Prince 

of 
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of Peace, and which are fo necef&ry for bringing the 
purpofes of our Meeting to a happy conclufion. 

That Almighty God may proted Your Majefty's Per- 
fbn, prolong Your Day^s, and diredt Your Gouncils ; that 
He may biefs the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and 
all the Royal Family ; that He may continue with us 
the many National Bleifings, which we eoj'oy under 
Your MajeAy^s mild Adminift ration, and tranfmit them, 
as a precious inheritance, to our pofterity ; and that, 
after reigning long, with wifdom and feUcity, over a 
free, loyal, and happy people, You may receive from 
Him the recompenfe of an heavenly crown,— are the 
fervent Prayers of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty's moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, and moft loyal Subjeds^ 

^ Minifters and Elders met in this Na-- 
tional Affemhly of the Church of Scot^ 
land. 

Signed in our name. 
In our prefence, 
. And at our appointment, by , 

Ma^lTi^i] THOMAS HARDY, Moderator. 



IV. The 
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w. 

The General Affeiiibly's dutiful Addrefs 
to His Majefty, xm the fuhjed of the 
prefent Wan 

Mojl Gracious Sovereign^ 

^"VTETE, your Majcfty^s inoft dutiful and loyal fub- 
W j«^«» the Miniders and Elders of the Church 
of Scotland, met in the General AiTembly, think it our 
duty, in the prefent fituation of public affairs, to exprefi 
our zeal for the welfare of our Country, and our affec* 
' tionate regard for a Prince, who is the Guardian of \Ju 
berty t and the Father of hi? People. 

We have beheld with the firongeft feelings of difap* 
probation the infidious deiigns and violent attempts of 
the French Nation, to overturn the Conftirutions, andr 
vdtfturb the Peace of moft of the other Nations in £ur 
Tope. We are fully fenfible, that, in confequence of 
the Declaration of War by the National Convention of 
tFrance againft Great Britain, and by the adts of hoili« 
liry in which they have been engaged, your Majefty, 
with the approbation of Parliament, was necefiarily led 
to take vigorous meafures for reprelCng their ambitioD^ 
and defeating their unjuft enterprizes. 

Though feme of the People under our care were de- 
Iluded by the dangerous Principles which were induftri- 
oufly propagated, we can afllire Your Majefty, that the 
great body of the Members of this National Church con- 
tinues ilrongly attached to Your Maj efty's Perfon and 
^Government, and ardently defirous of the fuccefs of 
thofe meafures, which, with the blefling of Providence, 
may tranfmit our excellent Conftitution unimpaired to 
the lateft Pofterity. ^ . 

Your Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to exprefs, 
by the Lord High Commiffioner, the fenfe which you 
entertain of the boldnefs and zeal with which the Mi- 
nifters of the Church of Scotland manifefted their loya4- 
ty upon a late trying occasion ; a mark of Your Royal 
approbation which we received with profound jrefped:, 

^ C and 
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and which affords us the moft entire fatisfadion, becaufe 
we are confcious that it is not mifplaced. 
' Attached by the genius of Prelbyterian Government to 
good order, no lefs than to Freedom ; we have employed 
all our influence in counterat^ing the tendency of the Se- 
ditious Writings which were afliduouily circulated, and in 
warning the People committed to our care againft the 
hufy efforts of defigning or deluded men. In the true 
fpirit of thofe principles which our Fathers, in former 
feafons of danger and alarm, ilrenuoufly aflerted, we 
fhall continue to cherifli in the minds of the People, loy- 
alty to our Gracious Sovereign, veneration Tor the Bri- 
tifh Conftitution, and obedience to the Laws : And ha- 
ving nothing fo much at heart as the glory of God, the 
honour of Your Majefty, and the fupport of your Go- 
vernment, we truft, that, while we approve ouiiclves the 
dutiful Servants of the Prince of Peace, we fhall enjoy 
the continuance t>f Your Royal protedion, and the good 
opinion of all the true Friends of their Country. 

While we congratulate Your Majefly upon the check 
which, under Divine Providence, has already been given 
to the alarming progrefs of our Enemies, we offer our 
carneil fupplications, that the God of Battles may con- 
tinue to blefs Your Fleets and Armies with fuccefs, and 
may bring the prefent War to a fpeedy and happy termi- 
nation. That mutual love and confidence may ever fub- 
iifl between Your Majefty and Your Subjeds j and that 
a Race of Kings of Your Royal Line, lovers of Religion, 
liibeny, and their Country, may always fway the Sceptre 
over thefe Lands, — are the fervent Prayers of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft dutiful, 

Moft faithful and moft obedient Subjeds, 

^he Miniflers and Elders met in this Nor 
tional AJfemhly of the Church of Scot* 
land. 

4 

Signed in our'name, 
In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 

M^'^^lm- \ THOMAS HARDY, Moderator. 

V. Com- 
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V. 

Commission of the General Affembly 
to certain Minifters and Ruling El- 
ders, for difcufling affairs referred to 
them. 



Edinburgh, May 25. 1793. Sejf. g. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do no- 
minate, commiflion and appoint the Reverend Dr 
Thomas Hardy, one of the Minifters of the City, and 
Regius Profeflbr of Divinity and Church Hiftory in the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh, their Moderator : And, — From 
the PreJbyUry of Dunfe^ Dr Robert Bowmaker at Dunfe, 
Mr Johnfton at Cranfhaws, Minijlers ; Mathew Sandi- 
lands, Efq; of Coufton, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejby- 
tery oi Cburnjide, Dr Waher Anderfon at Churnfide, Mr 
George Drummond at Mordington, Minijlers s George 
Buchan, Efq; of Kelio, Ruling Elder : — From the Frefiy- 
tery of Kelfoy Mr Robert TumbuU at Sproufton, Mr Cor- 
nelius Lundie at Kelfa, Minijlers ; Sir James Pringle o^ 
Stitchell, Bart. Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of 
Jedburgh^ Mr William Brown at Bedrule, Mr James Ru- 
therford at Hownam, Mr David Brown at Crailing, Afi- 
nijlers s Mr James Dickfon, merchant in Hawick, Ruling 
Elder: — ^From the Bnrgb of Jedburgh^ John MacFarlan, 
Eiq; advocate : — ^From the Prejbytery of Lauder, Mr Alex- 
ander Duncan at Gordon, Mr Thomas Murray at Chan- 
nelkirk,' Minijlers j Thomas Cleghom, Efqj Infpedlot- 
General for Imports and Exports for Scotland, Ruling 
Elder: — ^From the Burgb of Lauder, the Right Hon. James 
Earl of Lauderdale : — From the Prejbytery of Selkirk, Mr 
John Sked at Lafluden, Mr George Thomfon at Melrofe, 
Minivers j William Elliot of Borthwickbrae, Efq; Ruling 
Elder: — From the Burgb of Selkirk, Mr George Leflie, 
merchant in Edinburgh : — From the Prejbytery of Annan, 
Mr James Smaill at Dornock, Mr William Hardy Mon- 

crieff 
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^crieff at Annan, Mtnijlers ; Jofcph Norris, Efq; of New- 
field, Ruling Elder: — From the Prtfbytery of luwgbolni^ 
Mr John Ruflell at Cunnoby, Mr William Brown at E(k- 
dalemuir, Minivers ; Mr James Saunders, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prfjbytery of Locbmaben^ 
Mr William bibbald at Johnfton, Mr Gabriel Scott at 
Kirkpatrick Juxta, Dr William Bryden at Dalton, Afi- 
nijlers ; Archibald Gordon, Efq; of Halleaths, Ruling jB^ 
der:—Fyomt\\tBurgb of Locbmaben^ Mr William John- 
fton, writer in Edinburgh : — From the Frejbytery of Pen- 
pont^ Mr Andrew Yorfton at Clofeburn, Mr James Wal- 
lace at Keir, Minijiers s Mr John Hyflop in Killyfide, 
Ruling Elder ;— rFrom the Burgb of Sanquhar^ Mr John 
Peat, writer in Edinburgh: — From the Prejhytery oi Dum- 
fries^ Mr Williani Wright at New Abbey, Dr Bryce John- 
fton at Holy wood, Dr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick Dur- 
habn, Minijlers ; Robert Riddell, Efq; of Glenriddell, Ru-- 
ling Elder : —From the Prejkytery of Kircudbright^ Mr John 
Johnflon at Croffmichael, Mr Philip Moriibn at Bal- 
maghie, Mr James Thomfon at Balmaclellan^ Minijlers j 
Mr Andrew Muir ia Woodfide, Ruling Elder:^^FTom the 
BidTgh of Kirkcudbright^ Horatius Canaan, Efq; of Barley: 
— From iht. Burgh of New Galloway^ Mr Robert Heron, 
iPreacber of the Gofpel in Edinburgh : — 'From the Pre/^ 
hytery of Wigton, Dr Janacs Laing at Glaflerton, Mr Joha 
Steven at Mochrum, Minijlers i John Gordon of Carle- 
. ton, Efq; Ruling Elder .-—From the Burgh of Wigton, John 
Buftiby, Efq> Sheriff-Clerk of Dumfries: — From the Burgh 
pf Whithorn^ John Bufliby, Efqj Sheriff-^ilerk of Dumfries:. 
-r-Frpm the Prejhytery of Stranraer, Mr John MacKenzie 
at Portpatrick, Mr Henry Blain at ^tonykirk, Minijlfrrj 
Thomas Adair, Efq; of Geaoch, Ruling Elder v^-^Yxoxxa 
the Burgb of Stranr^^r^ M/ Thomas Smith, writer in 
Edinburgh :— From the Prejhytery of Jyr^ Mr WilJiato' 
M^Qiihae at St Qiiiyoxj Mr James Wright at Maybolci^ 
Mr WiUi5m Peeble^i at Newton upon Ayr. Mr William 
Thomfon at Ochihree, Mr Archibald Reid at Mauchlin, 
Minijlers ; John Hamilton, Efq; of Bargeny, Thomas 
Kennedy, Elq; of Denure, Ruling Elders .-r-Yvomihe 
Burgh of Ayr^ George FergufTon, Efq; adyocate : — From 
the Prejhytery of Irvine^ Mr Arthur Ought er Ion at Kil- 
bride, Mr Stephen Rowan at Largs, Dr Jami^s Wodrow, 
at Stevenfton, Minijlers; the Hon. Mr Patrick Boyle of 
Shewahon Ruling Eldet : — From the Prejhytery of Paijley^ 
Mr Thomas Burns at Renfrew, Mr James Milne at the 
Abbey .Pariflb, Mr John Browri at Kilmalcolm, Mr Ro- 
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bert Sted of the Weft Pari fti of .Greenock, Minifters.; 
Robert. Da vidfon, Efq; advotate, William Carlyle, Efq; 
eldeft Magiftrate of Paifley, Ruling Elders : — From 
the Prejbytery of Hamilton^ Mr John Bower at Old 
Monklandy Mr John Lockhart at Camnethan, Dr James 
Meek at Cambuflang, Minijlers ; Profeffbr George Jar- 
dine, Glafgow, Rukng Elder : — From the Prejbytery of 
Lanark^ ^r James Scott at Carluke, Mr George Mark at 
Carnwath, Mtnijlers ; P4K)felIbr Archibald Arthur, GlaC- 
gow, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Lanark^ John 
Bannatyne, Efq; of Caftlebank : — From the Prtfbytery 
of Glafgow^ Mr Robert Balfour at Glafgow, Mr William 
-Stewart at Cumbernauld, Mr James Lapflie at Campfie, 
Dr William Porteous at Glafgow, Minijlers'^ Mr Robert 
Cowan, merchant in Glafgow, John Corbet, Efq; of 
Tolcro6, Ruling Elder j : — From the City of Glajgow^ Ar- 
chibald Campbell, Efq; Advocate :— ^From the Univerjity 
of Glafgow J Profeflbr Hugh M'l-eod, Glafgow : — ^From 
the Prejbytery of Dumbarton^ Mr James Jeffray at Bal- 
fron, Mr George Sym at New Kilpatrick, Mr Andrew 
Whyte at Kilmaronock, Minijiers; The Lord -Prefident^ 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Dumbarton^ Archibald 
-Campbell, EXq; younger of Succoth: — From the Prejbytery 
of Dunoon^ Mr Archibald MacLea at Rothfay, Mr Hugh 
MTavifh at Inv^rchanien, Minifiers; John Lamont of 
LamoAt, Efq; Ruling Elder :- — From the Burgb of Rotbfay^ 
John Home, Efq; of Kilduff :— From the Prejbytery of 
iCw(yr^ 'Mr George Robertfon, and Dr John Smith at 
• Campbelltown, Mr Francis Stewart at Jura and Colonfay, 
'Minijlers ; Archibald Macdonald, Efq; of Sanda, Ruling 
Elder : — From ihc^Burgb of Campbelltown^ William Camp- 
bell of Fairfield, Efq ; — From the Prejbytery of Imveraray, 
"Mr Paul Frafer at Inveraray, Mr. Lauchlan Maclauchlan 
at Craignifh, Minijlers j David Campbell of Combie, 
Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Mull, Mr 
Archibald M^Coll at Tirey, Mr Alexander Frafer at To- 
•rofay, Minijlers i Allan Macdougal, Efq; of Hay field, 
J Ruling, Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Dun- 
/,can M*Ara at^Fortingall, Mr William Inqerarity at Ca- 
puth, Mr Archibald Menzies at Dull, Mr Laurence But- 
ter at»Lethindy, Minyiers ^* ..David Steuart, Efq; Banker 
in Edinburgh^; John Hagart, Efq; Advocate, Ruling El- 
ders .-—From the Prejbytery of Perth, Mr Hary Inglis at 
' .Forteviot, Mr George Chapman at Kinfauns, Mr Wil- 
Jiam Garvie at Aberdalgie, Mr John.Dowe at Methven, 
Minijlers J Mr James Dicklbn, bookseller in Eduiburgh, 
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Mr Alexander Beatfon, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling El- 
ders : — From the Prejbytery of 'Stirling^ Mr Robert Ure 
at Airth, Mr John Watfon at Dollar, Minijlers ; Wil- 
liam Morehead, Efq; of Herbertfhire, Ruling Elder:— 
Ftotn the Prejbytery of Auchterarder^ Mr "Robert Stirling 
at Crieff, Mr John SteVenfon at Blackford, Mr George 
Erfkine at Morizie^ Mini/let's j the Honourable Henry 
Erfkine, Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, Ruling Elder .• 
— From the Prejbytery of Dunblane, Mr James Robertfon 
at Callender, Mr Duncan Stewart at Balquhidder, Mmi- 
Jlers':, Profeflbr William Richardfon, Glafgow, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dunfermline^ Mr Robert 
Lifton at Aberdour, Mr Andrew Robertfon at Inver- 
keithing, Mr William Forfar at Saline, Minijlers ; Sir 
Charles Pr^fton of Valleyficld, Ruling Elder : — Ftom the 
Prejbytery of Kirkaldy, Mr Jdmes Reid at Kinglaflie, Mr 
Thomas Flemkig at Kirkaldy, Mr JoKn Scott at Auch- 
tertool, Minijlers) Alexander Park", Efq; of Lochofe, 
Ruling Elder : — From tht Burgb of Kirkaldy, Mr Andrew 
lAgHs : — From the Prejbytery of Cupar, Mr George 
Campbell at Cupar, Mr David Wilkie at Cults, Mr James 
Lifter at Auchtermuchty, Mr Andrew Thomfpn at Bal- 
meriAo, Minijlers j Mr Thomas Campbell in Edinburgh^ 
Mr Ddvid Melvill itiXeres, Ruling Elders: — From the 
Burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvill of Cairnie : — ^From 
the Pn/bytery of St Andrew^ s,Dv Jofeph M*Cormick, 
Principal of the United College, Mr William Pairman at 
Ely, Dr Robert Arnot, Profeflbr of Divinity in St Ma- 
ry's College, Mr James Brown at Dininno, Minijlers j 
Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Monypehny of Pitmilly, 
William Dalgleifli, Efq; younger of Scotfcraig, Ruling. 
Elders y^— From the Burgh of St Andrew's, Dr Andrew 
Duncan, ProfefTor of Medicine In the Univerfity of E- 
dinburgh : — From the Univerfity of St Andrew's, Dr 
George Hill, Principal of St Mary's College:— From the 
Burgh of Crail, Mr Thomas Weir, writer in Edinburgh : 
— From the Prejbytery of Meigle, Mr Charles Keay at 
Cupar Angus, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, Mr James 
Badenoch at Kingoldrum, Minijlers ; Sir William 
Ramfay of BaniF, Baronet, Ruling Elderi : -^ From 
the Prejbytery of Dundee, Mr John Gellatly at Tea- 
line, Mr John Anderfon at Dundee, Mr Thomas 
Conftable at LifF and Benvie, Minivers j Mr Alexander 
Pitcairti, merchant in Edinburgh; iia/z>;^ Z/^^r : — From 
the Prejbytery of Aberhrotbock Mr John Carnegie at Inver- 
keilor, Mr Richard Watfon at Arbirlbt, Minijlers ; Mr 

Thomas 



GENERAL JSSEMBLT, 1793. 15 

Thomas Milne^ merchant in Canongate, Ruling Elder .--^ 
From tho, jBurgb oi jiberbrotbock^ Mr Thomas. Duncan, 
writer in Edinburgh : — Frona the Prejbytery of Brechin^ 
Mr Andrew Gray at Caraldftone, Mr Alexander MoIIifon 
at Montrofe; Mr Andrew Hutton'at Edzel, Minifters ; 
James Wabchope, Efqj advocate, Ruling Elder :-^Yxoxvi 
the Burgh of Brechin^ Adam Gillies, Efqj advocate : — From 
the FreJbyteryofFordown^ Mr James Walker-at Dunnotter, 
.Mr William Walker at Ecclefgreig, Mr James Leflie at 
Fordown, Minijers ; John Burnet, Efq; advocate. Ruling 
Elder .--^From tlie Prejbytery of Aberdeen, Mr James Hogg 
at Skene, Mr James SherriflS at Aberdeen, Mr George 
Morrifon at Banchory-Devenick, Mr George Grant at Old 
.Machar, Minifiers ; William Robertfon, Efqj advocate,, 
procurator for t-he Church, John "Gordon, Efq; of Craig, 
Ruling Elders : — From King^s College Aberdeen^ Mr Roderick 
Macleod, Sub-principal :— -From the Prejbytery of Kin- 
cardine O^Neal^ Mr William Morrice at KincardineO'NeaJ^ 
Mr Alexander Henderfort at Echt, Mr George Brown at 
Glenmuick, Mwj/?(frj^* William 'MacDonald, Efq; of 
Rineaton /t«//ff^ Elder: — From xh^ Prejbytery t)£ Aljord^ 
Mr Andrew Marfliall at TuUinefle, Mr John Gordon at 
Strathdon, Mr Alexander Urquhart at Tough, Minijers j 
James Gordton, Efq; younger of Cratg, Ruling Elder :-^ 
From the Prejbytery of Gariocb^ Mr John Shand at Cha- 
pel of Garioch, Mr* Patrick DavidCbn at Rayne, Mr 
George Skene Keith at Keithhall, and Kinlcell, Minijers ; 
William Gordon, Efq; younger of Rbthney, Ruling 
Elder: — ^^From the Pr/Jbytery of Deer ^ Mr John Lundie at 
Lonmay, Mr William Frafer at Tyrie, Mr James Gi^eig 
at Pitfligo/ Af/«{/?^rj ; Mr John Taylor, clerk to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Turrif, Mr 
Robert Ballingall at Forglen, Mr William Dingwall at 
Forgue, Minivers j Mr Coll MacDonald, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Fordyce^ 
Mr George Donaldfon at Ruthven, Mr Walter Chalmers 
at Deikford,' Minivers y Mr George Andrew, writer in 
Edinburgh, /Hff/i/i^ Elder ;— From the Prejbytery of Stratb^ 
J>ogief Mr John Cooper at Glafs, Mr James Sir^mie at 
Rothiemay, Miniflers ; Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling Elder : 
— ^From the Prejbytery of Aber lour ^ Mr Francis Grant at 
Knockarido, Mr George Cruidkfhank at Rothes, Minifters j 
Ifaac Grant, Efq; of Hihoxit Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Abernet by, Mr Patrick Grant at Duthlll, Mr 
John Gordon at Alvie, Minijlers ; Dr Gregory Grant Phy- 
- . . • fician 
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-fician in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejbytery 
of Elgittj Mr John Reid at Duffus, Mi; William Macbaiiie 
zt A\\t%, Minifters i Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the Surgb of Elgip, William 
Scott, Efq; Banker in Edinburgh : — From the Frejbytery 
•of Torres^ Mr John Macdonell at Forres, Mr John Hoyes 
at Kinlofs, Minijlersy Charles Hope^ Efqj advocate, Ru- 
ling Elder \ — From the Prejbytery of Nairn ^ Mr Hugh 
Calder at Croy, Mr John Morifon at Nairn, Minivers; 
Alexander Grant, Efq; writer to the Signet^ Ridling Elder: 
— From the Prejbytery of Invernefs^ Mr William Smith at 
Petty, Mr John Frafer at Kiltarlity^ Mwj/f^rj;^ Simon 
;Frafer of FaraHne, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the Prejby- 
tery of Chanonry, Mr Alexander Wood at Rofemarkie, 
Mr Robert Arthur at Kirkmichael and CulHcudden, Afi- 
-nijlers ; Convener John Lindfay, Edinburgh^ Ruling El^ 
der : — From the Prejbytery of Tain^ Mr John Urquhart at 
.Fearn, Mr Thomasi Urquhart at Ro(ekeen, Minivers; 
Charles Rofs, Efq; advocate Ruling Elder: — From the 
Burgb of T'ain^ Robert Colt, Efq; of Auldhame : — From the 
.Prejbytery of Dingwall^ Mr Angus Bethune at AInefs, Mr 
Charles Calder at Urquhart, Minijlers; Mr Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder:— From the 
Prejbytery of Abertarpb^ Mr Thomas Rofsat Kilmanivaig, 
Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Minijlers ; William Tait, 
JEfq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Sky, 
Mr Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr William Bethune at 
Diurnifli, Minijlers ; The Right Honourable Atexan(;ler 
Lord Macdonald, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of 
t7{/?, Mr George Monro at South Uift, Mr John Macleod 
at Harris, Minijlers ; William Macleod-Bannatyne, Efq; 
of Kaimcs, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Locb- 
carrony Mr John M'Queen at Applecrofs, Mr Alexander 
Downie at Lochalfh, Minijlers s Bailie Daniel Miller, 
merchant in Canongate, Ruling Elder : — From the Pref- 
bytery of Dornoch^ Mr John Bethune at Dornoch, Mr 
Walter Rofs at Clyne, Minijers j Robert Bruce -/Eneas 
Macleod, Efq; of Cadboll, Ruling Elder : —Vrovti the 
Prejbytery of "tongue^ Mr Alexander Falconer at Edra- 
chillis, Mr John Thoq|fon at Duirnefs, Minivers ; John 
Rofe, Efq; Sheriff-fubflitute of Strathnavern, Ruling EU 
der : — From the Prejbytery of Caitbnefs^ Mr William Su- 
therland at Wick, Mr George Mackenzie at Olrick, 
Minijlers ; Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter, Baronet, Ruling 
Elder: — From the Burgb of Wick^ James Home, Efq; 
.writer to the Signet : From the Prejbytery of Kirkwall^ 
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Mr William Anderfon at Evie and Kendall, Mr George 
Barry at Kirkwall and St Olay, Af/V^j/^^frj^. Mr Alexan- 
der Youngfon, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder:--' 
From the Burgh of Kirkwall^ Malcolm Laing, Efq; Ad* 
vdcatc : — From the Prejbytefy of North IJlesy Mr WiUiam 
Cloufton at Crofs and Bufnefs, Mr James Izett at Weft- 
ray, Minifters ; John Grieve, Efqj one of the Commif- 
froners of Excife, Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery of 
Zetland^ Mr John Inches at Ncfting, Mr Patrick Bar- 
clay . at Saodfting, Mincers i Profeflor Dabel,. Edin-^ 
Ixirgh, Ruling Elder :— From the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, 
Dr Henry Grieve, Dr Andrew Hunter, and Mr William 
Simpfon of Edinburgh,. Mr William Paul,, St Cuthbert*&, 
Mr Walter BucbaQan, Canong^te, Mr William Bennet at' 
Buddingfton, Miuijlers ; William Ramfay, Efqj of Barn- 
ton, John Gloag, Efq; eldeft bailie of the City of Edin- 
burgh, Mr 'Orlando Hart^ late Convener of the Trades, 
Ruling Elders :.— From the City of Edinburgh , The Right 
Honourable Thomas Elder, Lord Provoft of the. 
City, Mr John Young, Convener of the Trades: — 
From iht' Church of Cmpvere^ Mr James Likly at Camp* 
vere, Robert Allan, E(q} iberchant in Edinburgh :— From 
the Prffbytery of LinlitbgQ'uti^ Mr John Muir at Falkirk, 
Mr James Dobie at Linlithgow, Mr John Morton at Bpr« 
rowftounnefi, Mr James Wilfon at Mid Cajdeir, Minijlers j 
Robidrt Blair, Efqj his Majefty's Solicitor-General, Mr 
James Taylor (hip*mafter at Queensferry, Ruling Elders: 
-^From the Burgh of Linlithgow^ Robert Blair, i;fq; his 
Majefty's Solicitor-General for Scotland: — From the 
Burgh of ^eensferry, Alexander M^Nabb^ Efq; Chief Ma« 
giftrate of the Burgh : — ^From the Prejbytery of Biggar^ 
Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, Mr James Finlayfon at 
Symington, Mr William Watfon at Biggar, Minijlers i 
John DickFoh, Efq; of Culter, Ruling E^der: — From the 
Prejbytery of Peebles, Dv William Dalglielh at Peebles, Mr 
Robert Scott at Ihnerleithtng, Minifiiers ^ Js^mes Montgo^ 
mery, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of 
Peebles, Andrew Hamilton cf Spittljebaugh, E{q; writer 
to the Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alex- 
ainder Carlyle at Inverefk, Mr Thomas M'Courty at Pen- 
nycuick, Mr Archibald Syngers at Fala, Minivers j the 
Lord Advocate for Scotland, Ruliug Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Haddington, Mr Patrick Carfrae at Morham^ 
Mr Henry Sangfter at Humbie, Mr Henry David Hill at 
North Berwick, Minifiersi John Hamilton, Efq; of Pen- 
jcaitland, Ruling Elder: — t'rom the Burj^b of Haddingtott^ 
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Mr Thomas Pringle, one of the prefent bailies : — From 
the Prejbytery of Dunbar^ Mr John Ewan at Whittingham, 
Mr John Harvie at Innerwick, Miniver; John Anderfon 
of Windygowl, Efq; Ruling Elder: — And the General 
AfTembly added thereto Sir Henry MoncreifF Vi^ellwood^ 
one of the Minifters of St Cuthbert*s, in place of the 
Moderator :— and alfo added all thofe whofe commiflions 
had been rejeded on account of informality, viz. from the 
Burgh of Inveraray^ Humphrey Trawfurd Campbell, Efq; 
younger of Afhnifli : — And from the Burgb of North Ber* 
wic^, SirHew Hamilton Dalrymple, Bart, of North Ber- 
wick, TO BE Commissioners of this General Aflembly, to 
the effpd after mentioned j with power to the (aid Com- 
miflioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared 
to be any thirty-one of the faid Commiifioners, whereof 
twenty-one are always to be minifters, to meet and con- 
vene within the Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firft 
day after the diflblution of this Aflembly, at ten of the, 
clock in the forenoon } and thereafter, the fccond Wed- 
nefday of Auguft, third Wednefday of November, and the 
firft Wednefday of March next to come, and oftener, when 
and where they fliall think fit and convenient, with power 
to the faid Commiflioners to chufe their own Moderator : 
And likewife, the General Aflembly fully empowers 
their faid Commiflioners, or their quorum above men- 
tioned, to cognofce and finally determine, as they fliall 
fee caufe, in every matter referred, or that fliall be re- 
ferred to them, by an aft or order of this Aflembly j 
and to do every thing contained in, and conform to the 
inftrudions given or to be given by this Aflembly ; and 
to advert to the iritereft of the Church on every occa« 
fion, that the Church, and prefent eftablifliment there* 
of, do not fufler or fuftain any prejudice which they can 
prevent, as they will be anfwerable: Provided always, 
that this general claufe be not extended to particular 
aflairs or prpcefiies before Synods or Prefljyteries, that 
are not of univerfal concern to, or influence upon the 
whole Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no 
private procefles be determined, except at the four fta- 
ted diets ; and what fliall be determined at one diet of 
the Commiflion, with relation to private taufes, fliall be 
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and fliall ftaiid 
and continue in force till difapproved of by the General 
Aflembly. And the Aflembly renews the inftrudliqng 
given by the General Aflfembly in the year one thoufand 
jfeven hundred and feventeen to their Commiflion, and 
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appoints the ^ame to ftand in fultforce as inftrudions to 
the Commiflioners before oamed, and to be obferved by 
them in all points, as Jf the fame were fpecially here in- 
ferted ; and that they enquire into the publifbing and 
fpreading of books and pamphlets, tending cowards the 
promoting of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiftent 
with our ConfeJJion of Faitb j and that the recommenders 
of fuch books and pamphlets, or the erfors therein con- 
tained, .whether byword, writ, or print, be called be- 
fore the faid Commiflion, to anfwer for the fame. And 
further, the faid Commiffion is hereby empowered to re- 
ceive any references and appeals that (hall be made to 
them from Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen 
fuch affairs for the next General Aflembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the fuppreding of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and afliftance to 
Synods and Prefbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end : Likewife, to take care that the imprelfions of 
the Holy Scriptures^ the ConfeJJion of Faith ^ and Catechijnu^ 
and fuch books as are authorifed by this Church, rela- 
ting to the dodrine, worfhip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be corredl ; atid give diredions about printing 
the fame. And the CommilGouers are appoimted and 
empowered to keep a correfpondencei with the Commit- 
tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 
fuppre£Gng Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re- 
formation in thefe parts, and give afliftance and concur- 
rence therein ; and, if, need be, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiflioners are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are commitcd and referred to tbetn as above nouention- 
ed : And, in all their adings, they are ,to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conftitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the 
faipe; declaring, that, in and for all their adings, they 
itail be accountable to, and cenfurable by the next Ge- 
neral AHembly, as they fliall fee caufe. And the Gene- 
ral Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflioners particular- 
ly to obferve. the ads of the GeBcral.Afl[emblies one ttjtou- 
fand feven hundred and twelve, and one thoufand feven 
hundred and nineteen, refpeding the application of the 
public money ; which- two ads are printed among the 
^ds of Aflembly one thoufand feven hundred and lixty- 
jone*^ And this Commiflion is to continue and endure 
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in fome Univerfity or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome winter-feflions of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are pro- 
duced. 

II. The General Afleoibly do likewife hereby ordain. 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Prpfeflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, {hall 
continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity, for the term 
of fix Sefiions : Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular Attendance in the Divinity Hall, du- 
ring three Seflionff, his Courfe fhall be confidered as com- 
pleted in four Seflions j and that if he hath given regu- 
lar attendance in the Hall during two Sefilon?, his Courfe 
fhall be confidered as completed in five Seflions. And 
the Aflcmbly do farther ordain, that in *each of thefe 
cafes, Students fhall be iurolled by the Profeflbrs during 
the feveral Seffions of thtir rel^edive Courfes, and deli- 
ver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein after- 
wards provided, an Exegefis in Latih^ on fome contro- 
verted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Ehglifh,-an Ex- 
ercife and Addition, a Ledure on fome large portion of 
Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with fuch 
other Erercifcs as the PfofefJbnj fhall thiiik jDtoper to 
prefcribe. And the AflTembly farther cnad, and declare, 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflx)r for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the preliminary fteps may m taken by the Prefby- 
tery, during the currency of the lafl Seflion of his 
Courfe, as above defcribed 5 ^\t\i this limitirioh,' that if 
the faid laft Seffion is to be tlaim^ed as^ 4 SeffioA of rd- 
gula^ attendance, he fhail^ toivard thft eohclufion there- 
of, obtain a new certificate of his attenddrite during Its 
currency, and produce the fame to th* Prefbytery, ot 
Syniod. 

III. ProfeflTors of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumflanfces may permit^ to thi conduct df 
fuch Students as are uhder theii* care, drtd, as fat as tht^ 
find It pr&dlicable, to infift that every Student (hall deli- 
ver hifs firft difcourfe fome time during his fecdnd SefEon, 
at thi lateft, and the remainder of liis Difcom-fes at fuch 
periods as may enable him to deliver the whole of therA 
before the end of Jatiuslry^ of the lafl Seffion of his 
Coorfe. 
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IV. Whctt a Student is propoied ta any Prcfby tery, iq 
order to be taken upon trials, the Prefl^ytery AaH be 
alone, and the motion for that purpofe (hall Ke upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean time,^ 
the Prefbytery iball appoint the Member by whom the 
Student has been propofed, tfr lay before the iaid meet- 
ing the certififcate, or certificates in favour of the Stu- 
dent^ that are fpectfied in the third paragraph of the 
fifth fedioQ oFthfs Ad; tb difire him to attend the 
&me J and to inform him, that,, previoufly to the meet--^ 
ing, he ought, as fir as circumftances may permit, to 
wait on fuch Minifters Cff the Prcibytery as have not 
formerly had air opportmssty^ of conyerfing with him in- 
private* 

V. When the time appointed for confidering the mo- 
tion is arrived^ the Prefbytery ihaH: ftrid!ly obferve the 
Ibllowing regulations. 

1^, The PrefBytery fhall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in difcufling the feveral preliminaries refjpefting 
Students who ate propofed for triafs. 

2i, They fliall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Skident who is propofed for that purpofe^ has completed 
the twenty-firft year of his age. 

3ef, No Student (hall be admitted to trials^ unlefs he 
jMToduces to the Prelbytery , a - certificate or certificates 
rrom the Profeflbr of Pifofeflbrs of Divinity, under whofe 
tuition he hath ftudied, bearing; that he hath proiecuted 
his fiudies,. and delivered his Dircourfes,^ in the manner 
prefcribed by this ad; and that his condud^ asfiir as 
confifts with the knowledge of the faid Profeflbri or ^ 
Pfofeflbrs, has been in every retjp%& fuitable to his views * 
in life. And the Greneral ' Afiembly do Ukewife hereby 
enad,. That the Prefbjterjr (hall record at full length the 
faid certificate^, or certifica^sj in. their minutes*: And it 
is hereby enaded and declared^ Th^t the Student having 
lodged fuch certificate, or certificates, (ball be entitled 
to obtain extrads of the fame^ if demanded. 

4/i&, No Prefbytery fliall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report; 
found in his principles ; pious, fober, grave, and pru^- 
dent, in his behaviour; of a peaceable difpofition ; and 
well afieded to the happy eilabliihment^in this kingdom, 
both in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery 
may proceed with all due caution>^ in a matter of fiich 
peculiar importance, they (hall, not agree to the motion 
in behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during the 

H year 
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. James Walker at Dunnottar, Mr James Hogg at Skene^ 
Mr George Grant at Old Machar^ Mr Alexander Hen- 
<ierfon^at^Echt, Mr John Gordon at Strathdon, Mr Pa- 
trick Davidfon at Rayne, Mr John Lundie at Lonmay^ 
' Mr Robert Ballingal at Forglen, Mr George Donaldfoa 
, at Rathven, Mr John Cooper rat Glafs, Mr Francis Grant 
. at Knockando, Mr Patrick Grant at Duthill, Mr John 
Sleid at DofTus, Mr John Macdonnell at l^orces, Mr 
John Morrifon at Nairn, Mr John Frafer at Kiltarlity^ 
Mr Alexander Wood at Rofemarkie, Mr John Urqahart 
.at Fearn, Mr Angus Bethune at Alnefs, Mr James Grant 
at Urquhart, Mr John M'Leod at Harris, Mr. John 
;M'Queen at Applecrofs, Mr Walter Rofs at Clyne, Mr 
John Thomfon at Duirnefs, Mr William Shepherd at 
^Wick, Mr George Barry at Kivkwall, Mr James Izett 
\'\ at Weflray, Mr Patrick Barclay at Sandfting, -Mr John 

Muir at Falkirk, Mr William Watfon at Biggar, Mr Ro- 
bert Scott at Innerleithen, Dr Alexander Carlyle at In- 
vereflc, Mr vHenryJDavid Hill at North Berwick, Mr 
Joha.Harvie at Innerwick, MiVii/forj; Matthew Sandi- 
' .lands, Efq; John Macfarlan, E(q; Advocate^ The Earl 

of Lauderdale, Mr John Sked at Lafudden^ Mr George 
Leflie, merchant, Edinburgh, Jofeph Norrk, £(q; of 
Newfield, Mr James Saunders, writer to the Signet, Mr 
.William Johnftoa, writer, Edinburgh, Mr John Peat,, wri- 
ter, Edinburgh, Horatius Cannan, Efq; of Barley, John 
.Gordon, Efq; of Carleton, John Bufhby, Efqj Thomas 
Adair, Efq; of Genoch, Mr Thomas Smith writer, 
George Ferfeuflbn, Efq; Advocate, Ryobert Davidfon, 
Efq; Advocate, Archibald Campbell, E(q; Advocate, 
The Lord Prcfident, Archibald Campbell, Efq; younger 
wof Succoth, John Lamont of Lamont, Elq; Archibald 
Macdonald, Efq; of Sanda, David Campbell of Combie, 
Efq; Allan Macdougal, Efq; of Hayfield, John Hagart, 
Efq; Advocate, Mr James Dickfon, bookfeller, Edinburgh, 
Mr Alexander Beatfon writer, the Dean of Faculty, Pro- 
feflbr William Richardfon, Glafgo^, Alexander Park, 
r Efq; of Lochore, Major John Melvil of Cairnie, Wil- 

liam Dalglieih, Efq; younger of Scotfcraig, Dr Andrew 
. Duncan, Mr Thomas Weir, writer, Sir William Ramfay 
of Banff, Baronet, Mr Alexander Pitcairn, merchant^ 
Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, Canongate, 
Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Edinburgh, James Wachope, 
£fq; Advocate, Adam Gillies, Efq; Advocate, John Bur- 
/net, Efq; Advocate, the Procurator, John Gordon, Efq; 
of Craig, William Macdonald, Efq; of Reneaton, James 

Gordon, 
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GordoD, Efq; younger, of Craig, William Gordon, Efqj 
younger, of Rothney, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Sig- 
net, Mr Coll Macdonald, clerk to the Signet, Mr 
George Andrew, writer, Edinburgh, Mr Baron Gordon, 
Ifaac Grants Efq; of Hilton, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr 
Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, WilUam Scott, 
Efq; banker, Charles Hope, Efq; Advocate, Mr Alexan- 
der Grant, writer to the Signet, Convener John Lindfay, 
Edinburgh, Charles Rofe, Efq; Advocate, Mr Kenneth 
Mackenzie, writer to the Signet> William Tait, Efq; 
Advocate, Lord Macdonald, William Macleod-Banna- 
tyne, Efq; Bailie Daniel IN^iller, Sir John Sinclair, Ba- 
ronet, Mr James Home, writer to the Signet, Mr Alex- 
ander Youngfon writer, Malcolm Laing, Efq; Advo- 
cate, Commiffioner Grieve, Profeflbr Dalzel, The Lord 
.Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener John Young, Mr Ro- 
bert Allan merchant, The Solicitor General, John Dick- 
fon, Efq; Advocate, James. Montgomery, Efq; Ad- 
vocate, Andrew Hamilton, Efq; The Lord Advocate, 
Ruling Elders j to be a Committee of this Aflembly, 
Sat the reformation of the Highlands and lilands of Scot- 
land, for promoting the knowledge of true religion, liip- 
,prefnng Popery and profaneftefs, and for managing the 
Royal Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terms 
of His Majefty's grant to this Aflembly. In profecution 
^f which purpofcs, the Commitee are to appoint Preachers 
and Catechfits, to go to fuch places as they ihall find/ 
upon due information, to be the moll proper, according to 
His Majefty's defign, exprefled in His warrant ; and, in ih 
doing, that they have particular regard to fiich parifhes, 
in South Uift, Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the coun* 
tries of Moidart, Glenga^, and Lochaber, and the other 
^pariihes of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the 
Committee fliall find, by reaibn of the vaft extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy 
circumftances, to be in the greateft diflrels : And they 
fliall take care, that the perfbns they employ be certified, 
and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for 
■thefe refpedive offices, of good abilities for the fame, of a 
pious life and converfation ; pradent, of undoubted loyalty 
to his Majefly, and of competent fkill in the principles of 
Divinity, and particularly in Popifh controverfies : Such 
Preachers and Catechifls being hereby appointed to, be 
iubjed to, and under the inQ)edion of die Prefbyteries of 
the bounds to which they are fent, who are to take care 
that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved by 
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them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed to catechife, 
and both they and the Catechills to inftruiH: the people 
from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the fick ; and, in all their 
labour among the people, to be carefiil to teach them the 
principles and duties of the true Chriftian Proteftant re- 
ligion, and the obligations they are under to duty and loy- 
alty to our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the 
laws ; And thje Committee are empowered to give them 
fach inftrudions, as to their work and behaviour, as they 
fliall judge meet; which inftrudtohs the Preachers and 
Catechifts are hereby ordered to obey. The General AC- 
fembly do further appoint the faid Committee, to have a 
particular regard. in their proceedings, to the regulations 
agreed upon by the Committee of the Aflembly for mana- 
ging the Royal Bounty, on the 3cth of September 1730, 
approven by frequent Aflemblies : And to take care that 
Prefby teries, and others concerned, obferve the fame, which 
they are hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the Af. 
fembly ordains the feveral Prefbyteries to infert in their 
xegiilers. the Committee's appointments of the de{ignation$, 
falaries, and ftations of the feveral mi/Iionaries, and to have 
an exad regard thereto, in all the letters they ihall write 
about the laid miffionaries, and in giving of certificates to 
them ; and to diredl all their letters, concerning mifliona- 
ries in their bounds, only to the Moderator of the Com- 
mittee j :which letters fhall be figned, at the appointment 
of the Prefbytery, by the Moderator or CJeA thereof: 
And the Aflembly does difeharge any payment to be made 
' of the falaries of the miffionaries, except upon receipts 
from the miffionaries themfelves, and upon certificates 
from the Prefby teries, bearing, That they have ferved for 
the time mentioned in the receipts j and that every Cate- 
chift who receives a falary from the Royal Bounty, on con- 
dition that the parifhioners or gentlemen of the diftri<ft 
fhall pay a certain fum in aid of fiich falary, fhall infert, in 
the body of his rectipt to the Cafhier, a declaration that he 
has received the particular fuip fpecified ; and that the at- 
teflation of the Prefbytery fhall in like manner bear, that 
the Catechifl has received the ftipulated fum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it be- 
ing underflood by this refolution, that the feveral ftations, 
with regard to which (Uch conditions were originally made 
by the Committee^ when no fiich declaration of the Cate- 
chifl, or atteflation of the Prefbytery,' as is now propofed, 
is received by the Cafhier, fhall be afterwards fuppreffed 
by the Committee, ±ough the Catechifl fhall, notwith- 

Aanding^ 
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ftanding, tecelve the (alary /or the time he is certified to 
have perfbritied his duty. That a journal of the itinerant's 
labours ifi the nritiiftry, of the miffldn committed to him, 
be written oh the bafck of the Pre/tytety's Certificate, and 
figned by him, as the gtound on which the treibytery have 
granted him ^aid certificate. The Genef^l Aflembly do 
alio empcWer the faid Commiftee to ap^ly, for the purpofes 
above mentioried; whait may femain of the laft year's 
Royal Boiimty not dilpofed of, by reifoii of any of the 
miffionaries ncJt fiiffiilingthe appointments laid upon them ; 
arid that dtey are to keep a regifterof their proceedings, 
krid likewife dtoind books of accounts, hbW the forefeid 
money is beftowed, ^hich fliall be patent t6 any concern- 
ed, who pieale to irifpedk the fame. Of thb perforts above 
nam^d, as niembeW of thii eommittee, fiye are declared to 
be a quorum, WhteVeof three are to be minifters. But it is 
hefrefby appohAed, That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the icheme or eftablifhment of mif- 
fionafies for the enfuing year is to be ^prbVed and deter- 
mined, ndt lels than ifourteen (hall be the quomm, whereof 
^irie Ihail bte minifters ; and the feid Committee are ap- 
jfKiirite'd to haVe their firft gerieHl meetirig at Edinburgh, 
the firft laWfiil diy After the adjournment of the firft of the 
ftited diets of die eommiflion of the Getieral Aflembly : 
tbenr fecbrid meeting (^hlch is for fixing the annual 
ftfeehcfe), upon the fecond Thnriday of July, with power 
to thole tftemberk Whd fhall tben be prefent, to adjoiim j 
drid thfeh: ttthfer t5*b gttittkX tttfefetings the firft lawfiil days 
aftet the ftated ihteetidgs df the Comihfflion of the General 
AffettiWy, hi November jind March, ^ithih the ASkmhlj 
ayle, at ten of thte clock in the foreriboti, except that da^ 
fliall fell to be Satuitlay, atid thten the meietln^ (hall be up- 
on Monday hfext Ithereafter; at the faid hour ; with power to 
the ftifl Cdmmittee td adjourti themlelves to fiich times and 
jplaces as they (hall fittd hioft needful arid convenfeilt : And 
they sire to keep a coirefpttndence with thfe ebmmiilion of 
the Gfeiieral AffemWy, tod the Society for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge, and their Committee of l)ircdors, 
and to take their advice and afliftance j and alfb to corre- 
iporid with the Synods and Prelbyteries concerned. They 
are likewife inftrudled and empowered, as they fhall fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Magiftrate, for 
affiftance and fiipport in carrying on the defign of the 
Commiflion now given to them. And the General Af^ 
fembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, Pro- 
curator for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal 

G Bounty, 
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Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he (hall be di reded and 
ordered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fame before the Lords Commiflioners of His Ma- 
jefty's Treafiiry, or the Barons of his Majefty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence .to the General 
Aflembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is 
agreed, That no perfbn once employed and infert in the 
fcheme, fhall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but by 
the quorum of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be mi- 
, niilers ; and in cafe any complaint (hall be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it (hall not be determined the 
firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but it fhall 
. lie on the table till another meeting ; and in the mean time 
the perfbn complained of, and the Prefby tery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, fhall be acquainted of fiich com- 
plaint, and tho(e concerned be required to fend to the faid 
Committee a jufl account of the matter, againfl the next 
meeting. And it is farther appointed, That after the year- 
ly fcheme of miilionaries on the Royal Bounty is fettled 
in manner above direded, and notice thereof given by 
letters to the Prelbyteries concerned, fiich Prefbyteries 
fhall (end up to the (aid Committee their an(wer to thefe 
letters, at farthefl with their Commiflioners to the General 
Aflembly, if the fame be not done fboner ; and that the 
Committee, at their firfl meeting after the General Af^ 
fembly, fhall endeavour to complete the next year's fcheme 
them(elves ; and if they cannot complete it, they fhall 
name a fub-committee of their number for that purpofe, 
who are to lay their draught thereof before a fub(equent 
meeting, which is appointed to meet as fbon after the 
rifing of the AfTembly as poflible. And empowered the 
Committee, at their firfl meeting, to rejed any petition for 
a new flation in cafe they fhall find fiifficient objedions 
againfl it; and that the (aid Committee, in making up the 
fcheme of miflionaries, &fr. do not exceed the fiun in 
the grant. 

VU. 
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VII. 



Edinburgh, May 27. 1793. Se(f. ult. 

'!tHE Report of the Committee appointed to clafs returns to 
Overtures was called for ^ given in^ and read. — The AJfem- 
hly delayed the conjideration of the alterations propofed by 
fome Prefiyteries i and in the mean time agreed^ to re-tranf 
mit the New Overture refpeding the Licenjing of Proba- 
tioners; and alfo the Overture refpeSling the annexation and 
'ft^ppi'^JJion of parifhes; with a renewal of the recommen- 
dation to fuch Prejbyteries as bavefent no returns to fend 
' them without further delay. 



New Overture refpefting the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 

Edinburgh y May 25. 1792, Sejl 8» ' 

THE General Aflembly having taken under their 
ferious confideration, the gteat danger to which the 
interefts of Reh'gion arid of this Church may be expofed^ 
by licenfing any to preach the Gofpel, who arc not duly 
qualified for that important trufl, do hereby enac^, 
and ordain, That, in ail time coming, the following re- 
gulations (hall be ftridly obferved : 

I. It is hereby enaded. That no Student fliall be en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he fliall produce to the faid Profeflbr a certificate from 
the Minifter of the parifli in which he has his ufual re- 
fidence ; or in his abfence, or during a vacancy in faid 
parifli, from fome neighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 
his charader is fuitable to his views j together with a 
diploma of Matter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral Profeflbrs of Philofophy, under whom he hath 
iftudied, from which it may be clearly afcertained, that 

iu 
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in fome Univerfity or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome winter-feflions of 
College precediog that in which the certificates are pro- 
duced. 

II. The General Afleoibly do likewife hereby ordain. 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Prpfeflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, fliall 
continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity, for the term 
of fix Seffions : Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular Attendance in the Divinity Hall, du- 
ring three Seffions, his Courfe fhall be confidered as com- 
pleted in four Seflions ; and that if he hath given regu- 
lar attendance in the Hall during two Seffions, his Courfe 
fhall be confidered as completed in five Seffions v And 
the Aflcmbly do farther ordain, that in *each of thefe 
cafes, Students fhall be iurolled by the Profeflbrs during 
the feveral Seffions of their relpedive dourfes, and deli- 
ver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein after- 
wards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome contro- 
verted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Ehglifh, an Ex- 
ercife and Addition, a Ledure on fome large portion of 
Scripture, and a popular Sermon, , together with fuch 
other Erercifcs as the PtofefJbnj fhall think jDtoper to 
prefcribe. And the Afliembly farther cnad, and declare, 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflbr for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the prelimimry fleps may oe taken by the Prefby- 
tery, during the currency of the lafl Seffion of his 
Courfe, as above defcribed ; vrith this limitirioh,- that if 
the faid laft Sefficn i& to be iclaimed as ii SeffibH of rd- 
gula^ attendance, he fhalli toward thft eohclufion there- 
of, obtain a new certificate of his attendinte during Its 
currency, krA produce the fame to th* PrefbyttrJ^, ot 
SynDd. 

III. Profeflbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumftances may permit, to thi condufift df 
fuch Students as are uhder theii* care, aticl, as fat as they 
find it priadlcable, to infifl that every Student (hall deli- 
ver hifs fi:rfl difcourfe fome timfe during his fecond Seffion, 
at the lateft, and the remainder of Tiis Difcourfes at fuch 
periods as may enable him to deliver the whole oif them 
before the end of January, of the laft Seffion of his 
Courfe. 
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IV. Whctt a Student is propofed ta any Prefbytery, iu 
order to be taken^ upon trials, the Prefbytery diail be 
alone, and the motion for that purpofe (hall Ke upon the 
table tilt their next ordinary meeting. In tl^e mean time, ^ 
the Prefbytcary ihall appoint the Member by vhonr the 
Student has been propofed, tfrlay before the (kid meet- 
tag the certififcate, or certificates in favour of the Stu- 
dent^ that are fpectfied in the third paragraph of the 
fifth fedioQ oFthis Ad; tb difire him to attend the 
&me; and to inform him, that, previoufly to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as fir as circumftances may permit, to 
wait on fuch Miniftters of the Prcibytery as have not 
fbrmerFy had air opportunity^ of conyerfing with him in- 
private* , 

V. When the time appointed for confidering the mo- 
tion is arrived^ the Prefbytery ihaH: ftriaiy obferve the 
Ibllowing regulations. 

i^i The PrefBytery fhall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in difcufling the feveral preliminaries re(pe€ting 
Students who ate propofed for trial's. 

2i, They fliall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Skidenf who is propofed for that purpofe, has completed 
the twenty-firft year of his age. 

3ef, No Student (half be admitted to trialsj unlels he 
jMToduces to the Ptelbytery, a-- certificate or certificates 
from the Profeflbr of Pifofeflbrs of Divinitj, under whofe 
tuition he hath ftudied, bearings; that he hath proiecuted 
his fiudies,, and delivered his Difcoisrfes,* in the manner 
preferibed by this ad;, and that his condud^i asfiir as 
confifts with the knowledge of the faid Profeflbr^ or 
Pfofeflbrs, has been in every retjp%& fuitable to his views * 
in life. And the Greneral * Afiembly do Ukewife hereby 
enad,. That the Prefbytery fhall record at full length the 
faid certificate^ or certifica^sj in. their minutes*: And it 
is hereby enaded and declared^ Th^t the Student having 
lodged fuch certificate, or certificates, (ball be entitled 
to 'Obtain extrads of the fame^ if demanded. 

4/i&, No Prefbytery fhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report^ 
found in his principles ; pious, fober, grave, and pru^- 
dent, in his behaviour^ of a peaceable difpofition ^ and 
well afleded to the happy eilabliihment^in this kingdom, 
both in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery 
may proceed with all due caution>^ in a matter of fiich 
peculiar importance, they (hall not agree to the motion. 
in behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during the 

H year 



SP .7*^ AeTS of $he 

year preceding^ has been chiefly within their bounds^ or 
hqih^^. produjQc fufficient teil^rnQnialsfrom the Preiby- 
tery, ia wiofe bounds "his. reiidence has chiefly been, 
during that term^ bearings that, his charader is fuch as 
n dicicrihed in the .immedjately, preording fentence of 
this paragraph,^ and recomnnehding him, in theie re^ 
ipeiSts^ fo the Prcf^ytfery before whom the propo&l is 
made,, as a proper perfonjEo be entered upoa trials. 

^tby The.Prelbytery fhall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student^ unlefs they are fatisfied, that he 
has made A competent degree of proficiency in thofe fe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which are neceflary to 
enable him. to be aii ufcful Preacher of the GofpeL And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Prefbytery, in 
order to procure full information in this refped, ihall 
esiamine the Student, ftridly,. and privately, on his 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Phir 
lofophy and Theology. 

6tby If after thefe preliminai^. fteps have been taken, the 
Preibytery (hall be of opinion, that the . Student is duly 
qualified in thefe feyeral particulars, they fhall record this 
opinion in their minutes, and. order their clerk to write 
letters to the feveral Prefbyterles within the bounds of tl^ 
Provincial Synod, two kalendar months at leaft before the 
meeting of the fame, informing them of the Prefby tery's 
intention to take the Student upon Public. Trials, and bear- 
ing, that the certificate, or certificates in his favour, which, 
are, required by this adl^ have been regularly laid before 
them. But it is hereby provided. That within the bounds 
of fuch Synods as meet only once a-year, a Student may be 
entitled to have thefe circular letters written half a^year 
Iboner than would be otherwife competent, 

VI, The General Affembly do likewife hereby enadt 
and declare, That, at the requefl of the Student, it fhall 
be competent to any Prefbytery to transfer the receiving 
of the Public trials, or any part thereof, certifying to the 
Prefbytery to which the transference is to be made, that 
the various preliminary fleps have been taken according to 
the diredions of this ad j and that fuch parts of the public 
and private trials as have been already gone through, have 
been received with approbation. 

VIL If a Student hath fludied, either in whole or in 
part, in Proteftant Univerfities which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he fhall, when he is propofed to 
any Prefbytery for trials, be required to produce fatisfy* 

ing 
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ing teftimoriials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faicj 
Univerfitics ; and the time which thefe Profeflbrs fhall 
certify to baye been employed by him in Hudying Divi- 
nity under their tuition, fhall be cbmputed iti the fame 
manner as if he- had profecuted his ftudies in any of 
the Univerfi ties within the bounds of this Church. /But 
it is hereby provided. That no Student, in fuch circum- 
fiances, fliall be admitted even to thofe private trials 
which are appointed to be taken before the w.ritirig of 
the circular letters, fooner than fix kalendar months after 
his arrival in Scotland. . 

VIII. The General Aflenibly ojtdain^ That, if a Pre- 
Ibytery propofe to take a Student i^pbn public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the ^circular letters, a^ is 
herein required, public intimation thereof ihall be ftiade 
at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial : Sy- 
nod, which (hall not be the laft diet thereof:. And the 
Prefbytery clerk is hereby required to tranfmjt to the 
Synod clerk an extrad of the certificate, or certificates^ 
laid before the Prefbytery, in/avqurof the Student, in- 
order that the fame may he produced at this diet of the. 
Synod. And it is likewife hereby" ordained, That aCi 
fome fubfequent diet of the Synod, particular enquiry 
fhall be made, whether any of ithe Members of the Court 
has any objedion to offer againft^the Student bqilGig en-: 
tered upon public trials : Arid that the Synod. then takiqg; 
into confideration the extrad; f)roduped,^*^nd the whole 
of the cafe, (hall judge, of the expediency of allowing ^ 
Prefbytery to admit the ftudent gn trials : Or if in any: 
cafe the Prefbytery clerk fhall, fail, to tranfmit the ^ex- 
trads of the certificates' above mentioned, the Student, 
may produce to. the Synod^ hy hiimfelf or by any. Mem- 
ber of the Court, the extradl of the fame, which by; this, 
a<5l he is entitled to obtain. 

. ' . '* 
. IX. If the Synod fhall allow, the, Student to be tgrkeni 
upon public trials, the Prefbytery fhall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed ; and the AfRmbly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned: iji^ Catechetic trials on Divi- . 
nity. Chronology, and Church Hifltory.j. 2d, A trial 00 
the Hebrew and Greek languages; 3^, An Exegefis in. 
Latin on fome controverted Head in Divinity ; pb, A: 
Homily in Englifh ; ^tb, An Exercife and Addition j 
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6tb^ A Ledure on^. fome large portion of Seripture y 
ytb^ A popular Sermon^ it being underftood^ that if the 
Prefbytery fee caufe, they may examine the Student 
upon the fubjed of thefe feveral JDifconrfes* 

X. The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, whkh are mentioned in the immediately prece- 
ding fedion of this ad, the Prefby tery are ordained to ^ 
proceed in the following order :. 

j^, They fhalU deliberately and ferioufly, take a^coiH 
jund view of the whole trials ; and if they iball be of 
opinion^ that the Student is not properly qualified to^ 
perform the duties^ incumbent* on a Preacher of the 
Gofpelf they Ihally by no means> grant him a Licence, 
in his pre(ent circumftances* 

2d^ Iff upon this review of the trials, the Freibytery 
are fvlly fattsfied therewith, they (hall record this opi^ 
nion in their mimitesw 

3^/, The Prefbytery ihaU then pvopofe to the. Stu^ 
dent the queftions that are appointed to be pitt tot all 
who pafs Trials by ad loth AfieniUy 1711, and ws 
qmre him to fubfcribe the FormmlM which is jnrefcribed 
by the faid nA. And the General Aftmbly fttiaiy 
prohibit all P)reAy«eries from licenfing any* Srodent 
so preach the GoTpel^ who fliall not 'give explicit and 
£itisfying anfwers to theie queftions, and Aibfcribe the 
&id Formula. 

/fTb, The P/efbytery ibaJl oidcr the ad of Ai&mbly< 
1759^ againft Simoniacal praiUces^. to be read to the 
Student in their prefence. 

LaJNy^ The Ptefby tery fhaU-appoint their Moderator 
to licence the Scndient ro preach the Gkifpel, and order 
their clerk to furnifli him with an extrad of his Ii«* 
cence. 

XI. For the better obfervance of this a^ the Gene- 
ral Ailembly ordain, i^^ That it (hall be jurinted a«> 
mong their other printed ads j 55//, That it flialK be 
printed by itfclf, in fome convenient form ; 3€f, That 
a copy of this feparate edition iSiail be tranftnitted to 
each Profcflbr of Divinity in the Univerfities of Scot- 
land ; and that the faid Profeflbrs (hall read the fame 
in their refpedive Halls, once at leaft during every 
^flion, and at fuch times as they have reafon to ex- 
ped the attendance of the greateft number of Students 
for that Seffion j and, lajfyf That a copy of the fame 

edition 
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edition (hall likewife be tranfcaitted to the clerks of 
each Synod, and Prefbytery, within the bounds of this 
Church, and that the faid clerks fhall keep the fame 
along' with their minutes, and bring it up to each 
meeting of their refpedive Courts, for the ufe of the 
Members. 



VIIL 

Edinburgh, May i8. 179^* Sejf. ult. 

'Tfife Assembly recommends to 'Prejhyteries to take the foU 
lowing Overture into confideration at an early diet^ and 
fend up their Opinions upon the fame to next JJfembly. 

Overture refpeding the annexation and 
fupprefEon of Parifties^ 

THAT the Aflembly, in all propofed cafes of annexa* 
tion and fupprefllon, do enjoin P.refbyteries to com- 
municate to the Synod of the bounds the propofal that is 
* made ; that although it does not appear to them proper 
for the Church to give any oppofition, it (hall not be 
competent for them to exprefs their confent to the pro- 
pofed annexation, and fuppreflion, either by a deliverance 
in their minutes^ or at the bar of the Court of Teinds^ 
until they have obtained the confent of the Synod of tlje 
bounds^ and further, that when they rcfolve to .give op* 
pofition to any propofed annexation or fupprefllon, they 
ihall communicate their refolution, together with the 
grounds of their oppofition, and the diredions which 
they have given thereanent to the Synod of the bounds* 



IX. 
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Ad appointing the Diet of the mtC 
General Affembly* 

Edinburgh) May 27. 1793. Sejl vlU 

THE next ' General Assembly of this National 
Church is appointed t9 b^ held within the New 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 15th day 
of A?ay, 1794? 

Extra3c4 from tbtt Record f of the General AffenAly^ by 
ANDREW DALZEL, CI. Ificl. Scot, 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the Generai. 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held at 
Edinburgh In the year I793> which are not printed 
at full length. 

^ Tburfday^ May i6. lypjr SeJTi. 

AFter Sermon by the Reverend Dr Andrew Hunter, one 
of the Miiiifters of the City, and Profeffor of Divinity in 
the Univeriity of Edinburgh; Moderator of the laft General 
Aflembly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders convened in the 
Aflembly-houfe in the ufiftal manner : And, after prayer by 
the faid Dr Andrew Hunter, the Reverend Dr Thomas 
Hardt, one of the Minifters of the City, and Regius Pro- 
fefibr of Bivinily and Church Hiftory in the Univerfky of 
Edinburgh, being unanimoufly cboferi Moderator,, he, at the 
Aflembly 's defire, took the Chai«. 

The Kino's Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl See Printed Ads, 
of Levbn, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal Perfon, read, and No. L 
ordered to be recorded. , 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly, read,, and of- and No. IL 
dered to be recorded. 

The Commiflioner's fpeech at the opening, of the Aflembly, 
and the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto* 

vA Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious 
Letter. 

A dutiful Addrefs to his Majefty on the fubjed of the prefent 
war 'j agreed to, and a Committee appointed to prepare the 
fame. 

A Committee named for reviling. the Comraiflions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aflembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's^ 
Commiflioner, and receiving Lifts of Pjpobationers in the fe- 
veral Preftiyterics, in order to their being recorded. 

A Committee for Overtures named.^ 

A Committee for bills, references, and appeals, named* 

Adjournments - 

Friday^ May 17. 1793. ^^Jf* '^^ 
Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced.^ 
A diet fpent in prayer. 

Aa VIL of the Aflembly 1718, for the better difpatch of the 
bufinefs of the Aflembly, read, and the obfervation thereof 
enjoined. 
Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Commiflioner. 

K The 
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The Committee for reviling Cpmmiffions appointed to meet. 
The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. 

Saturday, May iS. 1793. Sejf. ^^ ' 

SederunU 

New Commiflions produced. 
Sec Printed Aa's, The draught of the aufwer to the King's moft gracious Letter 
No. HI. to this Aflembly being brought in and approved^ his Grace 

the Commiffioner, at the Aflembly's requeft, undertook to 
tranfrait the fame to his Majefty. 
and No. IV. The draught of a dutiful addrcfs Jto his Majefty, on the fub- 
je£l of the prefent war, being brought in and approved, his 
Grace the Commiffioner, at the AlTembly's requeft, likew^fe 
undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty.- 

The report of the Committ;ee for Overtures given in and read. 

It was objedled to the Commiilion from the ifrelbytery of Dal- 
keith, '^ That the eleAion, and refolution to eled, are both 

^ " on the fame day, viz. the 2d of April 1793." A paper,* 
purporting to be the Minutes of the Preflbytery of Dalkeith, 
being produced and read; and it appearing to the Houfe,- 
that the xefolution to eled was entered into the Minutes on 
the 5th of February 1793, and not on the 2d of April, as the 
Commiffion bore; the AflTembly, after reafoning, agreed, 
without a vote, to fuftain the faid Commiilion. 

It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Burgh of Inveraray, 
" That the atteftation of the Kirk feffion is figned " Paul 
" Frafer, Minifier;' inftead of '• Moderator.'* The Affem- 
bly fuftained the objedion, and rejeded the Commiffibn. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for bills, call- 
ed for, produced, and read. 

Agreed to take up the caufe of the Schoolmafter of Dornoch on 
Monday, the caufe againft Mr Shepherd at Daviot on Wed- 
nefday, and the caufe againil Mr Macnaught at Girthon on 
Thurfday next. 

A Committee named to revife the adings and proceedings of- 
the Commiffion of the lad General Aflembly. 
^ A Committee named to rtvife the adings and proceedings of 

the Committee appointed by laft Aflembly for managing the 
Royal Bounty, for reformation of the Highlands and iflands. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this evenings 
and empowered to receive from the federal' Members, any 
inftrudions given to them by. the refpedive Synods or Pref-- 
byteries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare 
overtures thereon to the Aflembly, and to receive and con- 
fider any accounts that ftiall be given them of the ftate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
growth of Popery and fuperftition, and prepare overtures for 
preventing and fuppreffing thereof. 

The Committee of bilU appointed to meet on Monday next at^ 
eleven o'clock* 

Adjournment, 

Monday, 
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^ Monday, May 2,0. lyg^^ Seff: ^l 

Sederufit. 

New Cotnmifiops produced. 

The Report of the ComAiittce for bvertdrcs called for, given iiV' 
and read. 

I^ was objeded to the Cpoimiifion from the Burgh of Elgin, 
" That there are wanting in the atteftation of the Kirk fef-' 
" fion the followiiig words, and, that be has figned the for^ 
" mula prtfcribed by the nth A€l of Affembly i694," The 
Affettibly ordcared this ComroiflioG to iie on tiie table, till the 
Member appear to claim bis fe^t^ 

An overture from the Synod of Glufgow and Ayr, rcfpedllog^' 
the mpre accurate and better printing of the commciB edi- 
tions of the Bible, was read, aad*^ ordered to lie on the table 
till to-morrow. 

Report of t^e Committee rfoi^ bills called for,-producedy and 
read. 

Synod-books called for. 

Committees ^ppoioted to revife the Synod-books of Mcrfe and 
Teviotdale :-i-^Glafgow and Ayr r-^-Angus and Mearns ;-^ 
and Lothian and TweeddaJe. 

A Committee named tp audite and re^tife the accounts of the' 
Procurator and Agent for the Church, and other public ac- 
counts, conHder the fta^e of theChurctfs public money, and 
prepare overtures abput the &mer 

Gaufes fixed for hearing. 

A complaint and app^l, at the inftatioe of Mr Wifliam Hardy 
Moncrieff^ Mjiniftcr of Annan, againft a.fentence of the Synod 
of Dumfries, of date the j (Hh Odobcr lafti in the caufe re- 
fpeding Mr James H^iUiday, Schoolmafter eled of the pa- 
lilh of Dornoch, heard : The Affembly, upon a motaon niade^' 
unanimouljy^ affirmed the fentenoe of the Synod of Dupnfries, 
reverfingthe fentence pf the Preftiytery of Annan, finding, 
that Mr Halliday is difqualified, by his contumacy for the 
office of Schopln)after of the Pariih of Dornoch : But, in re- 
fpedt, that h^ has qot been legally examined by the* Preffiy- 
tery of Annan, the Affembly remitted to the faid Prefbyte- 
ry to take trial of Mr Halliday's qualifications for the laid 
office, ordaining him, when fummoned, to appear before the 
Prelbytfery, and fubmit to an exammatian, according to law. 

A complaint, at the inftance of Mr George Skene Keith, againft 
a fentence of the Synod of Aberdeen, in the caul'e anent fup- 
plying the vacancies of Aberdeen and Old Machar, heard : 
The Affembly, upon a motion, unanimoufly reverfed the fen- 
tenct of the Synod of Aberdeen, and both the judgments of 
the Prefbytery of Aberdeen, and leave the Prefbytery to grant 
fapply of vacancies for- the future, according to their own ^ 
difcretion. ^ 

The 
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The Committee for overtures and bills, appointed to meet thi» 

evening at feven o'clock. 
Adjournment*. 

Tuefdayr May 21. 1793. Sef.^ 

Sederunt. 

New Comroiflions produced. 

Report of the Committee for overtures called for, given in, and 
read. 

It was objeded to the Commiffion' from the Burgh of North- 
Berwick, " That the date of the cledion is the ^b of 
«* Mflr^ib, which is two days too early. '^ The General At 
fembly fuftained the objedion^ and rejeded the Commiffion. 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, aud 
read. 

Agreed to take up the caufe of Mr James Dallas as the firft 
private caufe, after the caufe of Girthon. 

The Committees for revifing the Commiffion^, andrRoy&l Boun- 
ty records, appointed to meet to-morrow. 

The overture anent the more corredl printing of the common 
editions of the Bible, ordered to lie on the table till Thurf^ 
4ay., 

A reference from the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, re- 
fpedting the annexation of the Pariflies of Broughton, Glen- 
holm, Kilbucho, and Culter, partly heard. The Aflembly 
agreed to adjourn this caufe for a little, until a memorial, 
which was fent for, giving an account of the ftate of thefe 
Pariflies, was produced. 

In the mean time, the AiTembly proceeded to confider a peti- 
tion for the Reverend Dr Boyd, Minifter of Penningham,. 
and the Kirk-feflion of that Parifli, refpeding the driving of 
cattle on the Lord's day : And after reafoning : The Aflem- 
bly, confidering the great importance of the due obfervance 
of the Lord's day, recommend it to the Seffion of Penning, 
ham, to correfpond with the Procurator upon the fubjedl of 
their petition ; and the Aflembly inftruft the Procurator to 
take this matter under his confideration, and report his opi- 
nion to next Aflembly : And, in the mean time, the Aflem- 
bly enjoin all the Minifters of this Church, to take every pro- 
per method in their power to prevent the profanation, and to 
promote the due obfervance, of the Lord's day. 

The Aflembly then refumed the confideration of the annexa- 
tion (s§ the Pariflies of Broughton, &c. and having heard a 
memorial on the fubjed read ; appointed a fpecial Commit- 
tee to enquire into the fads refpeding thefe pariflies, who 
are to report their opinion to the Aflembly on Saturday. 

Adjournment. 

Wednefday^ 
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Wednefday^ May 22. 1793* Sejf. 6. 
Sederunt. 

A new" Commiffion produced. 

A certificate was produced^ froai which it appeared, That Wil- 
liam Scott, Efq; Banker in . Edinburgh, has figned the For^ 
mulaf ^enjoined by the nth a6l of Affcmbly 1694 : The Af- 
fembly therefore fuftained the CoxntnifHon from the Burgh 
of Elgin in his favour, and allowed him to take his feat in 
the Aflembly. 

A. reference from the Preflbytery of Garioch, refpeding a libel 
againft Mr Robert Shepherd, Mitiifterof Daviot, heard: A 
motion was made and feconded, That the Aflembly difmifs 
the reference, referving to the parties every right that was 
comp^ent to them before the libel was refolved upon, and 
ferved on the defender : To which motion,, the Aflembly a- 
greed, without a vote. 

Committees appointed to meet. 

The Aflembly agreed to refolve themfelves into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, on the caufe of Girthon, to meet to*, 
morrow at elerea o'clock. > 

Adjournment* 

Tburfday, May 23. 1793. SeS 7- 

Sederunt. 

The public accounts produced^ and ordered to lie on the table. 

Report of the Committee, for bilU called for, given in, and 
V read. 

The Aflemblji having called for the Report of the Committee 
of the whole, Houfe, appointed to hear and confider the ap- 
pealf at the inftance of James Kirkpatrick, and others, El- 
ders, and heads of families in the Parifli of Girthon, againfl: 
a fentenceof the Prefbytery of Kirkcudbright of date thp 
ift day of May Qurrent, in the caufe, at their inftance, againft 
Mr John Macnaught, minifter of the Gofpel in the Parifli of 
Girthon, the fame was given in and read, and which report, 
after parties being called, proceeds as follows; ** It having 
•* been objefted, that the Committee could not proceed in 
** this caufe, in the perfonal abfence of Mr Macnaught, who -- 
** is at prefent incarcerated by the civil power in the Tol- 
« booth of Kirkcudbright. The Committee agreed' to hear 

^ *< the Council at the Bar on this pieliminary point ; and 
*^ they being accordingly heard, the Committee, withdijt a 
*^ vote, repelled the faid objedion. Parties were then heard 
** on the merits of the caufe. And upon a motion made, . 
*^ the Committee unanimoufly agreed to report to the Aflem- 
«♦ bly, as their opinion, that the fentence of the Prefljytery 
^* fhould be reverfed, and that Mr John Macnaught ought 
** to be depofed firom the office of the Holy Miniftry.*' 
The Qeoerid AflTembly having confidered the above report,, 

L~ unanimoufly* 
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unanimouflj approved thereof : And therefore, after prayer^ 
the General Aflembljy in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Chkist, the fole ELing and Head of His Church, apd by virt- 
. tue of the power and authority committed by Him to them, 
did, and hereby do, depofe Mr John Macnaught, Minifter 
of the Gofpel of the Parifli of Girthon, in the Pre(bytery of 
Kirkcudbright, from the office of the Holy Miniftry, prohi- 
biting and difcharging him to exerce the fame, or any part 
thereof, in all time coming : And the General Afiembly did, 
and hereby do, declare the Church and Pari(h of Girthon 
vacant, from and after the day and date of this fentence. 
The Moderator intimated this fentence ft'om the Chair ; and 
the Aflembly ordained the Prefbytery of Elirkcudbright, to 
caufe the fame to be intimated from the Pulpit of the Parifli 
of Girthon. 

The Committee on • new applications; and the Committee for 
bills, appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ May 24. 1793. ^^JT* S- 

Sederunt. 

Report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, and 
read. 

Report of the Committee on new applications called for, given 
in, and read^ and ordered to be taken up to-morrow. 

The Committee for revifing the Synod-books, ordered to report 
to-morrow. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to elafs returns to 
overtures, given in, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliftled' by Ad of 
Parliament, for aprovifion to Minifter's widows, ^c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Aflem*- 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given, 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till Monday : And, upon, 
a motion, the thanks of the Houfe wer« given. from the Chair 
to Sir Henry Moncreiff Well wood for his fidelity, attention,, 
and prudence in the management of the fund. 

Sir Henry Moncreiff gave in the report on the augmentation 

. bill, which was read, and ordered to* lie on the table till to- 
morrow. 

The Report of the Committee on the embarraffed fituation of 
the funds of the Ghurch, given in, and r«ad, and ordered to 
lie on. the table till to-mortow. 

The Afiembly refumed confideration of the overture from the 
Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, refpeding the more accurate 
printing of the common editions of the J^ble. A Letter from 
the King^s Printer to the Moderator was read; and along 
with it, fpecimens of a new edition of the common Bible 
were produced. The Affembly felt it their bounded duty to 
pay every attention to the printing of the Bible ; but, upon 
confidering the Letter from his Majefty's Printer, and having 
viewed the faid fpecimens which were given in, they thought 

it 
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it unneceflary to proceed any farther in this matter at pre- 
fent, 

The Report of the Committee on the annexation of the pa- 
riihes of Brbughton, &c. was giveq in, and ordered to lie on 
the table till to-morrow. 

An appeal, at the inftance of Sir Alexander Mackenzie of 
Coul, Baronet^ and others, heritors of the parifh of Contin, 
from a fentence of the Synod of Rofs,. of date 23d April laft,, 
in a procefs of Simony, at their inftance, againft Mr James 
Dallas, Preacher of the Gofpel, prefentee to the parifh of 
Gpntin, heard : The General AlTembly foand, that there is no 
foundation for the charge of Simony againft Mr Dallas, and 
therefore aflbihied him ^om the faid charge ; and found, ijl^ 
That the Prelbjrtery of Dingwall have aded irregularly and 
inconfiftently, in receiving a libel againft Mr Dallas, at a* 
meeting of Ptefbytery, held for the fole purpofe of modera- 
ting in a call to him : 2dl^^ In having taken the libel to pro- 
bation, previous ta the judging of the relevancy thefeof : 
3^/^, In infliding a cenfure upon Mr Dallas, for which the 
libel does not conclude, and after they had declared they had* 
found the libel not proven. The iUTembly therefore difmif- 
fed the whole procefs, and ordained the Prefbytery of Ding- 
wall to meet again, for the purpofe of moderating in a call to. 
the prefentee, on or before the firft Thurfday of July next, 
and to proceed^in the fettkment of Mr Dallas, in the Church 
and Parifh of Contin, according to the rules of the Churchy, 
fo as to complete the fame before the third Thurfday of Sep- 
tember next. 

Adjournment.^ 

Snturday^ May 25. 1793. Seffl g. 

Sederunt. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, advo- 
cate. Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difchar- 
ging him, and his cautioners, of the fum of L. 681 : o: 7—5. 
Sterling, difburfed by him, and: appointing, that he take cre- 
dit in his next account, for the fum of E. i8i : o : 7f~ Stir- 
ling, being the balance due to him. 

A€l approving of the account of Mr George Cairncrofs,. agent 
for the Church,, and exooering and difcharging.him of the 
fum of L. 220 '.0:3 Sterling, difburfed by him, and appoint- 
ing, that he debit himfelf in his next account^ with thefum^ 
of li. 10 : i&: 8 Sterling, being the balance due by him. 

Ad approving of the account of Dr William Gloag, fub-clerk 
of AlTembly, and exonering and difcharging him of the fum- 
of L. 55 : 13 '• 5 Sterling, diiburfed by him, and appointing,^ 
that he take credit in his next account, for the fum of L\ 18, 
3 s. 5 d. Sterling, being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, printer- 
for the Church, and ordering payment of the fum of L. 11,^ 
4,8« Sterling,. being the amount thereof ^ 

Aft: 



A BR ID G ME N't. 1793. 

A<9t approving of the account of Mr Elphinftone Balfour, fta- 
tionerto the Church, and ordering paj|^ment of the fum of 
,L. 14: 14 '- 8-^ Sterling, being the amount thereof, 

AGt approving of the. accpuntof Mr William Murray,. Clerk to 
the Committees of laft Affembly, and ordering: payment of 
fi the fum of L. 6 : 19 ; 3 Sterling,, being the amount thereof. 

The Report of the Committee on new applications, delnyod till 
Monday. 

Upon a petition and abftrad grievances from the Synod of 
Orkney, being read, it was moved, and unanimoufly s^eed: 
to, that the General Affembly having confidered tlie petition,, 
with the abftrafi of grievances, under which the Clergy^ and 
;*" the people within the Synod oF Orkniey, have fqr a long time 

laboured; and being defirous to give them the moft effec- 
tual aid, appoint a fpecial Committee, with 1nftru€tions,.to 
feledt out of that abflradl of grievances from time to time, . 
' until the whole be in fome way redrefled ; thofe cafes, wbicb^ 

it appears to them upon an enquiry into all qircumftances,. 
moii expedient to profecute before the Court of -Seffioe, in 
the name, and at the expence of the Church ; and empower 
the Procurator and Agent to ad in this matter^ according to 
the diredUons of this Committee. The Committee to report 
to next Aflembly. 

The Report of the vifitors of the Commiffion record, called fot;- 
the ComnyflGlon's conduct approved of} thanks given to tbe 
Moderator of the Commiffion ; aod their book ordered to he 
attefted. 
See Printed Aas,-The Report of t^e Committee for naming the members oiF the 
No, V^ Commission of this Assembly, and preparing inftrudions ta 

them, given in, and approved of: The Affembly added there- 
to Sir Henry Moncreiff Well wood, one of the Minifters of St 
Cuthbert's, in place of the Moderator : And alfo added all 
thofe whofe Commiflions had been rejeded, on account of ia- 
formality, viz. From the Burgh of Inveraray, Humphry 
Trawfurd Campbell, Efq; younger of Afhhifh ; and from 
the Burgh ot North Berwick,. Sir Hew Hamilton.DalrympLe 
of North- Berwick, Baronet. 
Sec Printed Afls, The Report of the vifitors of the Roy^l Bounty record, given 
No. VI.. jj,^ 3j,^ j.gad ; the condud of the managers approved of j and: 

their book ordered to be attefted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year,, 
with a Commiffion and inftrudions to them, 
. . The Synod-book of Merfe and Teviotdale, ordered to be at- 

tefted. 

The Synod-book of Glafgow and Ayr ordered to be attefted.- 

The Synod-book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be attefted. 

The Committee on the fcheme for ereding new pariflies, re- 
newed with the former powers. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed with the former 
powers, — The names of which Committee are as follow, the 
Moderator, Dr Hunter, Mr William Simpfon, Mr Greenfield, . 
Dr John Kemp^ Sir Henry Moncreiff, M^rMoodie, Minifters; . 

the 
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the Procurator, Bailie Leflie, Mr Thomas Smith, writer, Mr 
James Saunders, writer, Mr George Andrew, writer, Mr Soli- 
citor-General ; and the AlTembly added thereto James Gor- 
don, younger of Craig, £fq; and William Gordon, younger 
of Rothny, Efq; 

The Report of the Committee oti the bill for defining and re- 
gulating the powers of the Gommiffion of Teinds in the aug- 
mentation and modification of ftipends, being called for, gi- 
ven in^ and read : The Lord Advocate Hated to the Hoilfe, 
that the bill was not to be confidered as loft, but was with- 
drawn by him, at the defire of a great body of the landhold- 
ers of Scotland^ who had reprefented to him that they had 
not coiifidered the fame with fufficient attention, and who re- 
quefted a delay. 

Upon a motion made, and unanimoufly agreed to, the Modera- 
tor from the Chair gave the thanks of the Houfe to the Lcfrd 
Advocate for his great and uniform attention to the intereft 
of the Church, and his zealous exertions on this occafion.- 

The Affembly having further deliberated upon the ftate of the 
bill as reprefented by the ' Lord Advocate, a motion was 
made, and unanimoufly agreed to. That the General Afiembly 
having confidered the Report of the Committee, appointed 
by the Gommiffion of laft Aflembly, together with the in- 
formation given by the Lord Advocate in his place^ renew 
the Committee of laft Aflembly, and add thereto feveral o- 
ther members : And they appointed the Moderator Convener, 
and inftrud the Committee to attend to the fubjed, and to 
take fuch fteps as fliall appear to them moft conducive to thel 
intereft of the Church. 

The Report of the Committee on the.embarrafled ftate of the 
Church funds was called for, given in, and read. — A motion 
was made, and unanimoufly agreed to, that the General Aflem- 
bly having confidered this Report, are of opinion, that with 
the prefent fcanty revenue of the Church, it is impoffible to 
devife any method of extricating the funds from their em- 
barrafied fituation, and therefore unanimoufly agree to ap- 
point the Moderator, ► Dr Hunter, Dr Hill, Dr Carlyle ; the 
Lord Prefident, the Lord Advocate, Mr Solicitor-^General, 
the Procurator, and Mr Dalzel, as a Committee, to .confider 
the moft refpedful method of applying to the Crown^ for an . 
augmentation of the funds of the Churchy and to report to 
ftext Aflembly; and they appointed the Procurator Con- 
vener. 
The Report of the Committee appointed to confider the refe- 
rence refpedling the annexation of the parifhes of Broughton, 
&c. called for, given in, and read, and unanimoufly approved 
of. 
Adjournment. 
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Monday, May 27, 1793, ^^JT Wf. 

Sederunt. 

Tbe Report of the Truffett of the fund eftablifhed by Aft of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Miniftcr's widows, i^c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the fcparate Regi- 
fter kept for that purpofe. 

Lift of Probationers produced ; their names read out, and order- 
ed to be recorded. 

The Report of the Committee on new applications for (hares 
of the Public money, again called for, given in, and read. 

The Petition for the Minifters of Tongue, Duimefs, and £dra- 
chilles, in Sutherland, refpe^ing the ftipends of thofe pa- 
riflies ; and the Petition from the Prefbytery of Kirkaldy, 
refpeding the glebe of the Parifli of Kirkaldy, being both 
read, they were ordered^ to lie on the table till next Aflem* 
bly. 

The Petition for Mr Patrick Macdonald; minifter of Kelmore 
and Kilbride, craving aid; was read, and the prayer thereof 
reftifed» 

A . Petition for Mr George Campbell, one of thfe Minifters of 

Cupar in Fife, being read ; the Aflembly remit this Petition 

, to the Procurator and Agent for the Church, with inftnic- 

tions to defend what is ftated therein, at tlie public expence, 

if the Procurator Ihall be fati^fied ttiat the claini is good. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to clats the, returns 
to overtures^ was called for, given in, and read. The AT- 
fembly delayed the coniideration of the alterations propofed 
by fomc Prefbyteries ; and, in the mean time, agreed to 
See Printed A^s, tranfmit the overture refpeding the licenling of probation- 
No. VIL atid ers, and alfo the overture refpeding the annexation and fup- 
"U* prelfion of Pariihes, with a renewal of the recommendation 
to fuch Prefbyteries as have fent no returns, to fend them 
without further delay : — And that the Clerks of Aflembly 
ihall fend, in a feparate edition, copies of thefe. overtures to 
the different Prefbyteries by poft. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by laft Aflembly on 
the Horfe Tax, was called for, — When the Procurator ftated, 
that the cafe df Mr Macmorine, Minifter of Carlaverock, had 
been tried by the Commiflioners of Supply of the County of 
Dumfries, who decided the matter unanimoufly in Mr Mac- 
morinfe's favour : But that the caufe being brpught by ap- 
peal before the Barons of Exchequer, they unanimoufly re- 
verfed the fentence of the faid Commiflioners, by which de- 
cifion, the Minifters of the Church of Scotland have been 
found liable to pay the Horfe Tax. The Aflembly, after 
reafoning, agreed to proceed no farther in this matter at pre* 
fent. 

Upon 
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Upon a motion made, aiid unanimouflj agreed to, the Mode* 
rater from the Chair, recommended to fuch Minifters as 
have not yet fiimifhed Sir John Sinclair with Statiftical Ac- 
counts oF their refpedive. ParUhes, to contribute^ with all 
the expedition in their power, to complete a work of fuch 
apparent utility. 

Proteftations admitted. 

A Committee nained to revife the Minutes of the AiTembly^s 
proceedings at this, and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon fuch of the Ads of the Aflembly as are to be ftandihg 
rules, in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiffioner. 

The Lord High Commiifioner's fpeech to the Aflembly. 

A& appointing next meeting of the Aflembly. Sec Printed Ads, 

' The Aflembly concluded with prayer, finging of pfalms and No. IX. 
pronouncing the blelfing. ' 
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4 "The ACT'S of the 

arid Repfe Pent at ire in this Aflembly; which Cormmif- 
lion was publicly read with all due honour and refpedl, 
and ordered to be recoKted; in the bofl^s of Aflembly ; 
— the tenor whereof follows : 



/^hORGIUSj Dei gratia, Magncd Britannia^ FrtHncia^ 
^^ et Hibernia Rex^ Fidei Defenfor : Omnibus probis bomi" 
nihuSj ad quos prafenies' Utera ndjlra pervenerint ^ falutem. 
^andoquidem Nos confiderdntes^ quod Gtneralis Ecclejia 
Scot ice Convent us in decimum quint urn diem Mail proximi con^ 
venire ordinatus ftiit j Kofque abunde cupidi^ et necejfarium 
ejfe judicantes in commodum di£ia eccleftaj ut idem ecclefia 
gcneralis conventus die Jlatuto debite obfervetur^ dtque rebus 
mngni moment i Nos alio vocttntibus^ dido convent ui perfona- 
liter inter cjfe nequimus j Nofque abunde fatisfaBi de Juffici- 
entia et fide lit ate fideliffimi .et preedileSliJJirfii Nojiri con/ttn- 
^ftinei Davidts Gonlitis dfe Leven, quod-ad' Jummuni fhUnus 
NoJlri fupremi Commijfipnarii ad diBum generalem conventum 
rite exercendum et obeundum vfquequaque fit inftruBus : No- 
vrritis igitur^ Nos nomxnhjje, conjiituijfe^j tt ordinajfe^ teno^ 
reque prtrfenthm;^ ni^mnitrei conjiitutte^ et ordinare^ memo^ 
rat urn fidelijfimum et prcedileBiJftmum No/irum confangutneum 
Davidem Comitem de Leven, fiipremum Nofirum Commifi- 
fionarium diBo gencrali ecclefia Scotia conventuij dando et 
concedendo illi plenam p^e/kitem^ Commiffionem^ et warran^ 
turn facram N'/iram Perfonam et auBoritatem regalem rc^ 
prafentandi. nee non prafentiam Nofiram fupplendi^ • et locum 
No ft rum in diBo fubjequenti gerterali convent u^ tanquam Com^ 
miffionario hhfiro ad hunc ejffeBum fpecialiter confiituto^ te^ 
nendi^ omniaque alia ad imperium et munus Commijftonarii pro 
gene r all ecclefia convent u peragendi^ torn pUne adeoqut liber e 
in qiiovis refpeBu, quam (juilibet alius i^ eodemfummo munere 
fecerat^ feu quovis tempore prccterito facere potuerat^ v'el ac 
ft Nos ipfi p^rfonaliter prafentes facere potuerimus. i^ueequc 
omnia etfingula qua diBus David Comes de Leven, in Sac 
N^ftra Commiffione profequenda legitime fecerity feu fieri ordi- 
navcrit^ Nos firmitcr appyobamus^ et ratificamus. Infuper 
omnibus etfin^ulis diBi conventus et ecclefta pafioribus et pre- 
fbyteris caterifque qaibufcunque^ intra illam partem Magnce 
I Britannia: Scotiam vocatam^ fubditis Nojlru^ cujufcunque 
gradus feu qualitaiisy ut d'lBum Davidem Comitfem de 
• Leven, tanquam fupremum Nofiruin Commiffumarium^ quoad 
effeBum et modumfupra mentionatum'^^ rever^anlur^ agnofcant 
et auciiant^ firiBe mandamus -etpracipimuf : At que banc No^ 
firam Cjinmifftonevi a di£to decimo quinto die Maii, proximi 
incipere^ et deinceps durante fubfcquente Jejftone diBi generalis 

conventus 
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(inventus in vigore continuare^ declar^mus^ vel ufque dum a 
Nobis revocabitur^ et exonerabitur. In cujus rei te/iimonium^ 
pre/entibus Jigillum Nofirum per Unionis traSlatum cuftodiend. 
et in Scotid vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinate 
appendi mandavimus. Apud aulam Nq/lram apud St Jameses ^ 
feptifiw die vienfis Aprilis^ anno Domini millejimo ftptingente^ 
Jimo et. nonagejimo quarto^ Regnique No/iri anno trigefimo 
quarto. 

Per ftgnaturam manu S. D. N. R^is/upra/criptam. 
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II. " 

The King's moft gracious Letter to 
the General AiTembly, prefented to 
them by his Majefty^s Gommiffipner. 

- , 'I * «. 

GEORGE Jt/ ' ' ' ' / 

RI<3kt REVEfeEND'and Well-beloVed, We greet you 
well. — ^The uniform experience which We have 
had during fo long a courfe of years, of yaur unalter- 
able attachment to 'Our Perfon and Government, and 
of your zealous and prudent attention to the impor- 
tant objeAs of your meeting, has not failed to make 
the deepeft impreflion upon Our mind, and jiiftly calls 
for Our higheft commendation of your conduft. At 
the fame time, you ma^ be aflured, that this fo faithful 
difcharge of yoiir duty will infure to you the conti- 
nuance of Our undiminifhed confidence and afFedion. 
In declaring Our firm reliance upon that wifdom and 
difcretion which have at all times fo eminently marked 
your proceedings, We cannot prefs too earneflly up- 
on your minds the neceflity of redoubling your com- 
mon efforts, to check that prevalent fpirit of licen- 
tious innovation, by which the prefent times are fo 
unhappily diftinguiflied, and which^ threaten to fill the 
whole Chriftian world with violence and confufion* 
By fo doing, you will contribute the moft effedually 
to promote the great and important ends for which 

B you 
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yoii are, aflembled, the maintenance of true Religion 
and Virtue, the Profperity of your Eftablifhed Church, 
and the fecurity of thofe invaluable blefSngs which 
you have derived from Our happy Conftitntion. We 
have again appointed Our Right Trufty and Right 
Well-beloved Coufin, David Earl of Leven, tO repre- 
ferit Our Royal Perfon in this Aflembly, being well 
fatisfied with h4s upright and faithful Condud in the 
Execution of that important Truft, and not doubting 
t)ut he mufl continue to be acceptable to you, from 
the affedion to the Church of Scotland, and the zeal 
for the inter^fts.of R^Uglon, which he has a^nifefted 
on {o many former occafions. We take this oppor- 
tunity of repeating to you Our earneft exhortations, 
that you will proceed in the bufinefs before you with 
that Unanimity, Charity, and Brotherly Love, which 
truly become fuch an AiTembly, and without which no 
real dignity or utility can attend your deliberations* 
Firmly triifting, thit the Divine Providence will blefs 
yojar endeavours, in bringing Ais meetiug to a happy 
conclulion. We feel the nigheu fatisfadion in conti- 
nyiHg;to,count^ai)roe your meetings, with Our Royal 
Authority, and to afRire you of Our fixed determina- 
tion to maintain the Church of Scotland in the per- 
fed enjoyment of all its juft Rights and Privileges. 
And fo We bid you heartily farewell, — Given at Our 
Court at St JamQ?'$^ the 7th day of May 1794, m die 
34th year of Oi|r R,eign. . 

. ^y his Majefty's Command, 

HENRY DUNDAS- 

Addrefled thus : — To the Right Reverend and Well-heloved 
the Moderator^ Minijicrs and Elders af the General Ap- 

fembly of the Church of Scotland.. 
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III. 

Tlie General Affembl/s Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter. 

May it pJea/e your Majefty^ 

XTTE received with the utmoft refpca and gratitude 
W the gracious letter with which Your Majefty 
hath been pleafed to honour this General Aflembly of 
the Church of Scotland. It affords us the higheft fa- ' 
tisfa<Slion to be aflured, that our unalterable attach- 
ment to Your Perfon and Government, and our at- 
tention to the important Objcds of our Meeting have 
on former occaiions made fo favourable an impreilion 
on Your Royal Mind« We regard Your Majefty's 
commendation as a moft pleafing recompence for our 
pad fervices, and a moft animating inducement to per- 
feyere in that faithful difcharge of our duty, which 
Your Majefty has grafcioufly declared will inmre to us 
the continuance of Your undiminished confidence and 
ailedion. 

Anxious to juftify. that firm reliaijce on our wifdom 
and difcretion which . Your Majefty hath been pleafed 
to exprefs, we feel ourfelves powerfully called upon to 
obey Your Majefty 's Paternal Admonition, by re- 
doubling our common efforts to check that prevalent 
fpirit of licentious innovation, by which the prefent 
times are fo unhappily diftinguifhed, and which threat- 
en to fill the whole Chriftian world with violence 
and confufion. By fo doing, we are fenfible that we 
ftiall moft -eflfe^Slually contribute to promote the im- 
portant ends for which we are aflembled, the main- 
. tenance of true Religion and Virtue, the Profperity 
of our Eftablifhed Church, and the fecurity of thofe 
invaluable blellings which we have derived from our 
happy Conftitution. 

The choice which Your Majefty has been pleafed to 
make of the Earl of Leven to reprefent Your Royal 
Perfon in this Ailembly, we confider as an additional 
Inftance of Your Majefty 's favour. The approved fi- 
delity and l6yalty of this Noble Lord, that fincere 
I attachment 
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attachment to the Church of Scotland, by which he 
and his anceftors have fo long been diftinguiflied, his 
amiable charader in private life, and the happy expe- 
rience of former Aflemblies, render Your Majefty^s no- 
mination of him moft acceptable to us. 

We beg leave to offer our humble and grateful ac- 
knowledgments to Your Majefty for Your attention to 
the Propagation of the Proteftant Religion in the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland ; and it fhall be our 
care, by a proper application of the fum with which 
Your Majefty hath entrufted/US for that purpofe, to 
promote the pious defign for which it is beftowed. 

Permit us to afliire Your Majefty, that we fhall en- 
deavour to proceed in the bufinefs before us with that 
unanimity, charity, and brotherly-love, which become 
us as the fervants of the Prince of Peace, and without 
which we are convinced, that no real dignity or uti- 
lity can attend our deliberations. Such condud we 
hope will induce Your Majefty to continue to us that 
countenance with which You have hitherto beenpleafed 
to honour our Meetings, and we rely with entire con- 
fidence on Your gracious determination to maintain 
the Church of .Scotland in the perfedl enjoyment of 
^11 its juft Rights and Privileges. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, may dired Your Majesty's Councils, and prof- 
per the Adminiftration of Your Government; that 
He may blefs our gracious Queen, His Royal Highhefs 
George Prince of Wales, and all Your Royal Fa- 
mily ; that He may preferve You long to reign in 
wifdom and felicity over a free, a loyal, and a vir- 
tuous people, and beftow on you hereafter that crown 
of righteoufnefs which fadeth not away, — are the 
Prayers of, 

^' May it pleafe your Majefty, 

Your Majefty's moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, and moft loyal Subjects, 

The Minijiers and Elders met in this Nation^ 
al AJfembly of the Cburcb oj Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 

Sy'rS! ROBERT ARNOT, Moderator, 

IV. 
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IV. 

The General A jSembly's dutiful Addfefi 
to His Majefty, on the fubjed: of the 
prefent War. 

Mojl Gracious Swerei^n, 

WE Your Majefty's mod dutiful and loyal lubjeds, 
the Minifters and. Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met m the Genefal Affembly, beg- leave to ap- 
proach Your Majefty with fincere fcAtipients of attach^ 
ment t6 Your Perfon and Government, 

In the intereftin^' fituation of ^the affairs of Europe 
at the prefent jundure, we are thankful to Divine Pro- 
vidence ^or tbofe pledges of fecurrty to the Britifli Na- 
tion, which we enjoy in Your Majefty 's. Paternal Care, 
and in the wifdom and vigour of your Councils- 

When the- ^rulers of the people of France, avowed 
their hoftility to all .exiftiqg governments, and by an 
unprovoked declaration of war againft this country, 
obliged Your Majefty to draw the fword in defence 
of the Conftitution, ' we Your faithfttl' fubjedis, with 
full approbation of this,n,ec!eflary exertion of the public 
force, offered up our prayers to Heavfeh for the pro- 
tedion of'our'Co.untrjy; and have lince^ without ceafing, 
continued. to implore fuccefs to Your Majefty*s Arms. 

Fully ctinvitacedthfAt'c^ir 'Religion, our Liberty, our 
Laws, and aU* that is dear to ; us, as. Men and as Chri- 
ftians, are now at ftake, we confider the war with 
France as the moft importatit cbnteftMrt^^w^hlch this Na- 
tion has ever been engaged. Happy, in tjie experience 
of thofe high bleflings we 'have Ibng enjoyed, we look 
up with gratitttdBTtorrOfur^Soyecign^; ffkp^ ^^ adopts the 
moft effedive meafures to repel any force which threat- 
ens to eildftiSgef ^rcr^e^rthrqcwx^^ Conftitution. 

Under thele impreffions, we beg leave to congratulate 
Your Majefty on the fuccefs which has attended Your 
Arms, and thofe of Your Allies in Europe, and on the 
conquefts which have been atchieved by Your Majefty 's 

C forces 
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mery, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh 
of Peebles, Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Efq;— 
From the Trejbytery of Dalkeith^ Dr Alexander Carlyle 
at Invereflc, Mr Ebenezer Marfliall at Cockpen, Mr 
John Paton at Lafwade, Minijlers i the Lord Advocate 
Ruling Elder .'—From, the Prejbytery of Haddington, Mr 
Alexander Gleri at Dirleton, Mr JohnTroiter at Prefton- 
pans, Mr David TPyper at Pencaitland, Minijlers ; John 
Hamilton of Pencaitland, Efq; Ruling £/^/^r;— From 
the Burgb of Haddington^. Richard Somner, Efq; prefent 
Provofl of Haddington : — Froni the Burgb of North Ber- 
wick, Sir Hugh Hamilton Dairy mple of North Berwick, 
Baronet : — From the Prejhytery of Dunbar, Mr Daniel 
Macqueen at Preftonkirk, Mr Andrew Spence at Cocks- 
« burnpath, Minijlers j John Anderfon of VVindygowll, 
Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Prejhytery of Dunje, Mr 
John, Todd at Fogp, Mr Alexander Johnftou at Cran- 
fhaws, Mijiiflers ; Matthew Sandil^nds, Efq; of Coufton, 
Rnliftg Elder : — From the Prejhytery of Cburnfide^ Mr Da- 
vid Young at Foalden, Mr Jan>es L#ndells at Colding- 
haixn, , Miff i^/rs;^ Qj^otge Buch^aaof Kello, Efq; Ruling 
J^/rf^rz-rPTom the frejhytery ofi Kiljo^ Mr James Rich- 
atfdfoii at^Macfcesftoni; Mr Andrew* OgiWl^J at,;.Lint;on, 
Min^iersi^j ^ir Jame^ Pr|ngle^of Stitc^ell,, Banonet, Ru- 
ling Elder ':—:Yvo\A the Pr^Jbi\tery q( Jedburgh,. Dr Tho- 
mas 1Soro'er,viUe at Je^burgSr, -Df^Sattiuel pharpers at: 
Wjitopi: Mx '^qbeft Gillaij «t Hawick, MifdJlers,; M? 
James, ©icfcfoii, , ilieijch^t in iH^^wifk, Ruling Elder .•— 
Fron>,the r^AX/^y/irry of Imder , ^x .^^t.xt I>awfon a; 
Sto^f ' J^t ^ WiUiam i Shiells . a;t, W^ftruther, Minijlers i. 
Bailie J aih$s Edmonftojie in/Ls^mJef^ Ruling Elder -'-^ 
From the J5wr^i6 qf^La^ikr. theJEarl; of .Lauder^le :; — 
¥ro}tif:}x^i{'reJbyterfi^f,Sflkirk, Mr Ridbert ©oi^kis at 
GalafhieHs, \Mr .Robert. Ruflell -^t; .Yarrow^ Minivers j^ 
WiUtam EUipt;, Efq; 0f iBorthwicJ$-4^r*e, Ru^Htig i^r :, 
•-r'Froot\:the Prejhyttry^oi Annan, M¥ ThcJm%srSmi?th afc 
GumberPtfees', JVlr Abr»bdm NeveifttUat.MiiddlebilA, .Mi- 
n^^rfi J^i^ Norris >of Newfi^lii,{.lE>fq; Rtdingiiider[: 
--rFrqvn ,^^ Pxepytfry of^ LangbphnrMx John X/a.^me at 
Ew^yjMrriJ-ames >A'rkl^ : at jCajftletqw, 'Mif^n^i Mr. 
Js^ine^iSauflders, writet.to the\Sigjiet, Rulingiidderr^-^ 
Yxov^ :i\itp r^yt^ry 9£Jj)(ibmfibeu^fiMJi^ThQmn$ HfiAdef^ 
ioa at i;)ryfd»le, UtV^rid Dickfoa^at St Mungor* Mr 
Richard Pastton at Tuadefgarth;A^pj/?<?rj.^\\Aip^^ 
GQrdoii pjf H^Xlts^thiif'Ei^^'^r Ruling: EU^^ the 

jBfiirgh : pf Locbmabtn^j^t iW illiaflaar r Jphafton, • vanitx I in 
Edinburgh ; — From the Prejhytery of Penpont, Mr John 
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Robertfon at Kirkonnell, Mr James Wilfon at Tyaron,. 
Minivers ; Mr Thomas Harknefs in Mitchelflaks, Ruling 
Elder.- — From the Burgb of Sanquhar^ Mr John Peat, 
writer in Edinburgh : — ^From the Prejbytery of Dumfries^ 
Mr James Macmillan at T.orthorwall, Dr David La-> 
mcnt at Kirkpatrick-Durham, Mr William Macmorine 
at Carlaverock, Minijlers ; Mr Rojiert Jackfon, on6 of 
the prefcnt Bailies of Dumfries, i?ff/i/?^ Elder:- — From 
the Burgh of Dumfries^ Alexander Ferguflbn, Efq; of 
Graigdarroch : — From the Prejbytery of Kirkcudbright^ 
Dr Robert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr John Johnflon 
at Crofsmichaely Mr Robert Gordon at Carsfairn, 
Minijlers ; James Gordon, Efq; younger of Greenlaw, 
advocate, Ruling Elder: — ^From the Burgh oi Kirkcud- 
bright^ Hdratius Cannan^ Efq; oif Barley: — ^From the 
Burgb of New Gallowfly^ Mr Robert Heron, Preacher 
of the Gofpel : — ^From the Prejbytery of Wigto^, Mr John 
Graham at Kirkinner, Mr Elliot William Davidfon at 
Sorbie, Minivers s . Robert Hathom Stewart, Efqj of 
Phifgill, Ruling Elder .—-From the Burgb of Wigton, Mr 
John JafFrey, writer in Edinburgh : — From the Burgb 
ofWbkboriiy John Bufliby, Efq; SherifF-Clerk of Dum- 
fries :*— From the Pteftytery of Stranraer^ Mr Peter Fer- 
gufonat Inch, Dr Anthony Stewart at Newluce, Afi- 
mfiers ; Thomas Adair, Efiq[; ofOenoch, Ruling Elder: 
—From the Burgb of Stranraer^ Mr Thomas Smith/ 
writer in Edinburgh :^— From the Prejbyteiy of vfyr, Mr 
Alexander Moodi6 a:t Riccartoti, Mr John Shepherd at 
Muirkirky Mr George Smith at Gamoii,. Mr Stephen. 
Young at Bartr, Mr William Ritchie at Tarbolton, Mi-^ 
niters ; John Hamilton, Efq; of Bargeny, Thomas 
Kennedy, Efq; of Dunure, Ruling Elders :r^^mVi ;the 
Bm'gb of jtyTf George Ferguffi>n,.Eifq;.firdvdcate tt— From 
the Prtfiytery of Irvine, Mr J^mes Mackindlary. at Kil- 
marnock,. Mr James Douglas at Stewarton^ MrArphi- 
bald Laiurie at London, Minifiers i -the Honourable :Mr 
Patrick Boyle of Shewklton, Ruling Elder :^^^roja the 
Burgh bf Iriiine, David Boyle, Efq; advocate:— From 
the Prejbytery of Pa^ey, Mr John Findlay at Paifley, Mi: 
ThomaA'Brown at Mnnerkip, Mr William Ricbardfon 
at Inchinnan, Mr John Scott at Greenock, MMtfiersi 
Mr WilKam Carlylc^ eldeft Magiftrate of Paifley^ Mr 
Robert Davidfon, advocate. Ruling Elders ;— From the 
Prejbytery ofHamltan, Mr Michael Maculloch at Both- 
weH^ Mr Henry SteVenfon at Blantyre^ Mr Alezander 
Fleming at Hamilton, Minijlers j Profeflpr George Jar- 
4ine, GlafgOw^ Ruling Elder .-—From the Fre/byUry of 

D Lanark, 
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Lanarky Mr William Maccubbin at Douglas, Mr Wil- 
liam Menzies at Lanark, Mini/lersj Bailie William 
Telfar, merchant in Lanark, Ruling Elder : — From the 
£i^r^b of Lanark^ J<!>hn Bannatyne^ Efq; of Cafllebank : 
— From the Prejbytery of Glafgow^ Mt JolmBurns at the 
Barony of Glafgow, Mr Alexander Rankin at Glafgow, 
Mr James Maclean at Gorbals, Mr Archibald Provan 
at Gadder, Minijiers ) Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Ba- 
ronet, William Auchinclofs, Efq; Convener of the 
Trades of Glafgow : — From the Univtrftiy of GlafgoWj 
Dr Robert Finlay, Profeflbr of Divinity :— From the 
Prejbytery of Dumbarton^ Mr David Macgibbon at Bu- 
chanan, Mr Duncan Macfarlan at Drumen, Mr John 
Mitchell at Fintray, Minijiers j the Lord Prefident^ 
Ruling Elder: — From the Burgb of Dumbarton , Archibald 
Campbell younger of Succoth, Efq; — From the Prejby^ 
tery of Ddrioon^ Mr Charles Stewart at Strachur, Mr 
Hugh Madlavifli at Inverchaolan,. Minijiers ; John La^ 
mom of Lamont, Efq; Ruling Elder ;i— From the Pre- 
Jbytay of Kintyre, Mr John Macleiih at Kilchoman in 
lilay, Dt John Smith at Campbeltoh, Mr Alexander 
Steuart at Killean, Minijiers s Archibald Macdonald, 
Efq; of Sanda, Ruling Elder ;— Fropa thr Burgb- of Camp^ 
belton, William Campbell of Fairfield, Efq;~^FrOm the 
Burgh of Inveraray y Humphry Ti;aw:f4M:xi Campbell, Efq; 
younger, of Afhnifli':— From the Pre^tery of Lorn, Mr 
Donald M^cnicol at Lifmore^ Dr Jbfeph Macimtyre at 
Glenorchiey MinMer/j John CampSbeH; Efq; of Loch- 
end, ''/?£^/i;i^£/d/i?r>-^FrC^ Prejbytery of Mully Mr 
Normatt Macleod ati Morvern,/Mr Dugal Campbell at 
YJi\&^\c\izviy Minijiers ; Allan MacdoYrgall, Efq; of Hay- 
field, Ruling Elder : — From the PreJBytery o£iBuakeld, Mr 
James Patrick Bannerman at Cargill, Mr Laurence 
Butter at 'Lethindy, Mr Alexander Niven .at. Dunkeld, 
Mr Goliik Macvin at Kenmuir, Minijiers j .David.Stewart, 
Efq; merchant Editiburgh, Niell Eergtiflbn^: Efq; ad* 
vocai*e, RuHng Elders : — ^From t)M Piejbyt^ry of F^rtb, 
Mr George Chapman at Kinfaunis; Mr William Garvie 
at Aberilalgi-e, Mr David Black at St Madoesy Mr John 
Inglis at Tibbermuir, Minivers s ^ Mr James* >Dickfon; 
bookfeller, Edinburgh, Mr AleiGander Beatibn, writer, 
to the^Signet, Ruling Elders : — from the 'Prejbytery of 
Stirling, Mr James Robertfon at Gargunnock, Mr Wil-/ 
Ham Sheriff at St Ninian's, Minijiers; William Mur^ 
ray, Efq; of Touchadam, Ruling Eider: — Frorn the Bre^ 
Jbytery of Aucbterarder^ Mr William Graham at Fofla-. 
way, Mr James Burgh at Trinitygalk, Mr Andrew 
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Gibfon at Muckart, Minijlers ; Patrick Murray younger 
of Auchtertyre, Efq; advocate, Ruling £W<rr .•— From 
the Prejbytery of Bunhiane, Mr Chriftopher Tait at Kin- 
cardine, Mr John Campbell at Kippen, Minijiers ; Pro- 
fefibr William Richardfon, Glafgow, Ruling Elder;— . 
From the Prtjbytery of Dunfermline^ Mr John Falrnie at 
Dunfermline, Mr Alexander Thomfon at Carnock,.Mr 
Patrick Spenfce at Grwell, Minijiers, ; Sir Charles Pre- 
fton of Valley field, Ruling Elder .^-^Yiom the Burgb of 
Inverhitbing^ Mr Thomas Fulton^ wright in Inyerkeith- 
ing : — ^From the Prejbpery of Kirkaldy^ Mr George Shaw 
at Abbotfhall, Mr James Wemyfs at Burntifland, Mr 
George Muirhead at Dyfart, Minijiers j Ale^cander 
Park, Efq; of Lochore, Ruling Elder: — From the Burgb 
of Burntijlandf Mr George Ledinghame, one of the Ma- 
giftrates of Burntifland : — From the Prejbytery^ of Ctcpar^ 
Mr Samuel Martin at Monymeal,; Mr Jofeph Crichtou 
at Ceres, Mr John Cook at Kilmenie, Mr Wiiliam 
Aitken at Ahdie, Minivers j Dsivld Johnfton^ Efq; of 
Lathrilk^ Mr Henry Hardy at Newburgh, Ruling El- 
ders .-—From the Prejbytery of St An^rew^s^ Dr Charles 
Wilfon, Profeflbr of Church Hiftpry in St Mairy'^ Col- 
lege, Mr Spence Oliphant at Ljtrgo, Mr Jaijnes Beat- 
fon at'Kingfbams, Mr Thomas Laurie at N^wUjr^, Aii- 
nijiers ; Col. MohyjJenny.of PitjniJiie, , Dr J^njes FUnt> 
Profeflbrof Medicine in the UnitedCk)lJiege,7?it^';/££^^rj,' 
— Frorn the Burgb of St Andrew's^ the Hom)m:^^bIe)Hen-- 
ry Erfkine, Dean of the Faculty o^ Advocajtej,:— Fijom 
the Burgb of Crail^ Mr Thomas Weir, wri ter.Ju;, Edin- 
burgh :-^From the Prejbytery of Meigle^ Mrjapaps Play- 
fair at Bendochy, Mr Thomas Barty at Newtyle, Mr 
Jatfies Johnfton at Blairgowrie,: Minifters ; S^r^iviHiafn^ 
Ramfay of Banff, Baronet, Ruling Elder; From tl\e 
Prejbyttry of F<?r/Jir,. Mr John Bruce at Forfar^ Mr James- 
Ogilvie at'Kirrymuir,eMmj/?^r/v JN^r John MoncreifF, 
apothecary, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: From i)^e Burgb 
of Forfar, Robert Graham of Fintry, Efqf— From the 
Prejbytery of Dundee, Mr William Johnfton.at Monie* 
fieth, Mr Adam Cairns at Longforgan, Mr Jsjmes Scott: 
at Aueht^rhoufe,i Afi;/]^rr/ ; S^ilie John Gwil4 mer- 
chant, Duhdere, Ruling Elder c-^Fxom the Prejbytery of 
Aberbrotbotk, Mr Jotin Aitken . at St Vigea?i*s,^r Wil- 
liam Milligan at Kirkden, Minijiers i the Rig^it K[onour- 
able William Earl. of Noptheik, At^lii^g Eid^r :-rFtom 
the Buf'gb of Aberbrotbocky Mc Thomas Duncan, writer^. 
Edinburgh :— From the Prejbyttry C^i Bredfin,, Mr An-. 
^i-e^ Bruce at Brechin^ Mr Andrew Qray .is^t Ca^aU^ 
:' ' ftarie 
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Itane, Mr Robert Hannah at Srickatfarow, Minijiers s 
James Wauchope, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder :— From 
the Burgb of Brecbirij Adam Gillies, Efq; advocate : — 
From the Prejbyrery of Fordoutij Mr James Walker atDun- 
nottar, Mr William Walker at Eccle{greig, Mr James 
Leflie at Yordonn^ Minijiers; JohnBurnet, Efqj advocate, 
Ruling Elder .* — ^From the Prejbytery q{ Aberdeen^ Dr John 
Brown at Newhitls, Mr Gavin Mitchell at KinnelJer, 
Mr Skene Ogilvie at Old Machar, Mr George Gordon 
at Aberdeen, MiniJIen j the Procurator, John Gordon 
Efq; of Ci*aig, Ruling Elders : — ^From the Frefiytery of 
Kincardine O^Neil^ Mr Francis Downie at Banchory 
Teman, !Dr John OgiJvie at Midmar, Mr Robert Far-, 
quharfon at Logiecoldftone, Minifiers j William Mac- 
donald of Reneaton, Efq; Ruling Elder; — From the 
Rrepytery of Alfordj Mr George Forbes at Locbel, Mr 
Robert Lumfden at Kildrummy, Mr Alexander Smith . 
at Keig^ ' Minivers J James Gordon, Efq; younger of 
Craig, Ruling Elder .--^From the Prt/bytery oiGariocby 
Mr Patrick Davidfon at Rayne, Mr George Skene Keith 
at Keithhall, Mr Thomas Tait at Old Meldrum^ AfiW- , 
^ers J William Gordon, Efq; younger of Rothny , kuling 
Elder: — From the Frejbytery of Deeri Mr William An^ 
derfbn at Strichen, Mr James Greig at Pitfligo, Mr 
William Greig at Longfide, Minifiers ; Mr John Taylor, 
writer to the ^ipMtty Ruling Elder :^^Yxovci x!ty^ Prejby^ 
tery of Turriff^ Rfa AlcKander Rofe at Auchterlefs^ Mr 
John Miln at Inverkeithny, Minijlers ; Mr Archibald 
Miln, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder .-—From the 
Frejbytery of Fordyce^ Mr Robert Grant at CuUen, Mr 
Abercromby Gordon at BanflT^ Afitoj^ifrj y , Mr George 
Andrew, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Burgb of Banff, George Cranfton, Efq; of Dewar:— 
Prom the Freft^tery otStratbbogiey Mr Alexander Angus 
at Botriphnie, Mr Francis Forbes^ at Grange, Mini/iers ; 
Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling Elder :—¥Tom the Frejbytery 
of Aberlourj Mr James Grant at Inveravan, Mr George 
Cruickfliank at Rothies^ Mimfiers s Ifaac Qrant, Efq; of 
Hilton, RuHng Elder: — From the Frejbytery ofAbernetby, 
Mr John Grant at Abemethy, Mr John Anderfon at 
Kinguifie^ MiniJItn j Mr James Robertfon, writer, Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery of Elgin^ 
Mr John Reid at DufKis, Mr William Macbain at ,A1- 
ves, Minijers j Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Sig- 
net, Ruling £/£/^r :— From the Burgb of Elgin, WiHiam 
Scott, Efq; Banker in Edinburgh :— From the Frejby- 
tery o£ Forres, Mr Williiifli Stephen at Rafford^ Mr John 
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Hoyes at KinlofsJ Mini/lens ; Dr Gregory Grant, phy- 
lie i an in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of 
Forres, James Grant, Efq; writer to the Signet :— From 
the Prejhytery of Nairn, Mr John Morrifon at Nairn, Mr 
Prife Campbell at Arderlier, Minijlers j Mr Alexander 
Grant, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbyterv of Inverne/s, Mr Alexander Frafer at KIrkhill, 
Mr Hugh Mackay at Moy, Minivers j Simon Frafer of 
Faraline, Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of hver- 
fiefsj Bailie John Mackintoih, merchant in Invernefs : — 
From tt^he Prejbytery of Cbanonry, Mr Alexander Wood 
at Rofemarkie, Mr Rdbert Smith at Cromarty, Minijlers; 
Convener John Lindfay/: Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — 
From the Prejbytery of "Tain, Mr. George Douglas at 
Tain, Mr Alexander Miinro at Eddgrton, Minijlers; 
Charles Rofs, Efq; advocate, Ruling Elder .—From the . 
Burgb of T'ainy Robert Colt of Auldhame, Efq; — From 
the Prejbytery of Dingwall, Mr Harry Robertfon at Kil- 
tearn, Mr James Dallas at Contin, Minijlers ; Mr Ken- 
neth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Abertarpb, Mr Patrick Grant at 
Bolefkine, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Minijlers; 
William Tait, Efq; )advocate. Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Locbcarron, Mr Alexander Downie at Loch- 
alfh, Mr John Mac<jueen at Applecjofs, Minivers ; 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Dornock, Mr George Macculloch at 
Loth, Mf'William Keith at Golfpie, Minijlers; Captain 
Robert Bruce ^neas Macleod, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Tongue, Mr William Mackenzie at 
Tongue, Mr James Dingwall at Far, Minijlers; Mr Wil- 
liam Maclean, merchant, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — 
From the Prejbytery of Ga^hnejs, Mr William Suther- 
land at Wick, Mr Jofeph Taylor at Wattin, Minijlers; 
Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter, Baronet,. Ruling Elder: — 
From the Burgb of Wick, James Hwrne, Efq; writer to 
the Signet :-TT-From the Prejbytery of Kirkwall, Mr Wil- 
liam Anderfon at Evie^ and Kendall, Mr James Watfon 
at Southronaldfay,.Afwi/?i?rj; Mr Alexander Youngion, 
writer \xi Edinburgh, /i^/i«^ Elder : — From the Burgb of 
iLiVize;^//, Malcolm Laing, Efq; advocate: — From the 
Prejbytery of Cairjlone, Mr James Bremner at Walls and 
Flotay, Mr John Malcolm at Forth and Stennefs, Mini- 
vers ; Mr Richard Richardfon, merchant, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of North Ijles, Mr 
John Anderfon at Stronfay and Eday, Mr James Izett 
at Wellray, Minijlers ; Commiffioner Grieve, Ruling £/- 
der: — From the Prejbytery of Zetland^ Mr John Inches 
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at Nefting, Mr John M cnzies at Breflay, Minifiers ; Pro-; 
feflbr Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling BUd^r: — ^And 
the General Aflembly added thereto Dr George Hill, 
Principal of St Mary's College St Andrew's, in place of 
the Moderator j and alfo added thofe whofe commif^ 
fions had been rejedted on account of informality, viz. 
From the City of Glafgow^ Archibald Campbell, Efq; 
advocate : — And from the Burgh of Perthy John 
Caw, Efq; prefent Provoft of Perth, to be Com- 
3iissiONrERS of this General Aflembly, to the efJedl 
after mentioned j with power to the faid Cornmif* 
fioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared 
to be any thirty-one of the faid Commlflioners, whereof 
twenty-one are always to be minifters, to meet and con- 
vene within the Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firft 
day after the diflblution of this Aflembly, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, the fecond Wed- 
nefday of Auguft, third Wednefday of November, and the 
firft Wednefday of March next to come, and oftener, when 
and where they fliall think fit and convenient, with power 
to the faid CommifEoners to chufe their own Moderator : 
And lifcewife, the General Aflembly fully empowers 
their faid Commiflioncrs, or their quorum above men- 
tioned, to cognofce and finally determine, as they fhall 
fee caufe, in every matter referred, or that fhall be re- 
ferred to them, by an ad or order of this Aflembly j 
and to do every thing contained in, and conform to the 
inftrudions given or to be given by this Ailembly; and 
to advert to the interefl: of the Church on every occa-* 
fion, that the Church, and prefent cftaWifliment there- 
of, do not fuffer or fuftain any prejudice which they can 
prevent, as they will be aniwerable : Provided always, 
that this general claufe be hot extended to particular 
affairs or proceflles before Synods or Preft)yteri€s, that 
are not of univerfal concern to, or influence upon the 
whole Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no 
private proceflies be determined, except at the four ftated 
diets J and what fliall be determined at one diet of the 
Commifllon, with relation to private caufes, fliall be 
unalterable by any other diet thereof, and fliall ftand 
and continue in force till difapproved of by the General 
Aflfembly. And the Aflfembly renews the inftrudions 
given by the General Aflfembly in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventeen to their Commifllon, and 
appoints the fame to ftand in full force as inftrudions to 
the Commiffioners before named, and to be obferved by 
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them in all points, as if the fame were fpecially here in- 
ferte<J ; and that they enquire into the publifliing and 
fpreading of books and pamphlets, tending towards the 
promoting of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiftenc 
with our Confejfton 0} Faitb ; and that the recommcnders 
t>f fuch books and pamphlets, or the errors therein con- 
tained, whether by word, writ, or print, be called be- 
fore the faid Commiffion, to anfwer for the fame* And 
further, the faid Commiffion is hereby empowered to re- 
ceive any references and appeals that (hall be made to 
them from Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen 
fuch affairs for the next General Aflembly j and to con- 
tribute what they can to the fuppreffing of vice and im- 
morality, ^nd give all needful advice and affiftancc to 
Synods and Prefbyteries, upon application to them for ^ 
that end : Likewife, to take care that the impreffions of 
the Holy Scriptures^ the ConfeJJi&n of Faitb, and Catecbifms, 
and fuch books as are authorifed by this Church, rela- 
ting to the dodrine, worfhip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be corred ; and give directions about printing 
the fame. And the Commiffioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correfpondence with the Commit- 
tee for refoi'mation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 
fuppreffing Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re- 
formation in thefe parts, and give affiilance and concur- 
rence therein ; and, if need be, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiffioners are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them as above mention- 
ed: And, in all their adings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conftitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the' 
fame ; declaring, that, in and for all their adings, they 
(hall be accountable to, and cenfurable by the next Ge- 
neral Aflembly, as they ihall iee caufe. And the Gene- 
ral Aflembly appoints the faid Commiffioners particular- 
ly to obferve the a^ of the General Aflimblies one tbou- 
fand feven hundred and twelve, and one thoufand feven 
hundred and nineteen, refpeding the application of the 
public money ; which two ads are printed among the 
ads of Aflembly one thoufand feven hundred and flxty- 
one. And this Commiffion is to continue and endure 
until another Commiffion be appointed ; and members 
^re required to attend the diets of the faid Commiffion ; 
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' and abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accor-' 

tiingto the 17th ad of the General Aflembly held in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
better fecuring of a quorum, and attendance of mem- 
bers on the Commifllon, the General Aflembly prohibits 
the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prefbytery 
within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days 
or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiflion; 
and fuch of the members of thefe Prefbyteries as are oti 
the Commiflion, are required, all of them to give atten- 
dance on the diets thereof; and the Prefl)yteries at a 
greater difl:ance, who have four or more members on 
the Commiflion, are to take care, that at leaft two of 
them attend each diet of the fame : And the General 
Afl^embly appoint their Commiflion, at their firft meet- 
ing, to difcufs as many of the caufes and queftions rela- 
tive to the fettlement of vacant churches, which are or 
fliall be referred to them by the Aflembly, as they can 
overtake. And it is further provided, that when any 
Prefl)ytery or Synod of this Church fliall xlecline 10 com- 
ply with the fentence of the Commiflion, or to give the 
lame a full execution, in that cafe the Coqimiflion is 
hereby prohibited to execute the fame, by appointing 
any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has been fome time 
the pradlice, but fliall allow the fame to lie over to the 
enfuing Aflembly, to whith fuch Prefl)yteries or Synods 
fliall be anfwerable for fuch their conduct, and are here- 
by appointed to fend up with their Commiflloners their 
reafons for the fame. And that in pafling their fentences, 
and in ordering the execution of the fame, they ftridly 
obferve the 12th ad of the Aflembly one thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty -fix.— And in the event of any appeal 
See Abridge or complaint taken againft the judgment of the Preftiy- 
ment, Scff. 5. ^^ry of Stirling on the call of Mr Robert Knox, Preacher 
of the Gofpel, prefentee to the united parifties of Larbert 
and Dunipace, or in any other ftep of the proceedings 
in this caufe, the Aflembly empower their Commiflion 
to judge of fuch appeals and complaints, and to give fuch 
orders as they (hall fee neceflary for carrying on the fet- 
tlement of the prefentee, according to the rules of the 
and, StS.ult. Church.— And the General Aflembly refer to their Com- 
million to follow out what is contained in the report of 
the Committee on the due obfervation of the Lord's day, 
granting to theiu full power to that eflfcd. 
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Aii«ke*♦r%'^hfell:•'Molc!lcI•ato*', all tbe' .ttii,mfters ^bb' aVe 
»ei»biep8'*P'«hte Preftiytfcryiof Edrribbrgh, Dr'Tboiiiks 
Robewrott'at'Ddrtiterfy.Mf'JdhtiFriftr'kt'Libbertbn, Mr 
Patrick' Robcfrtfoti at Eddfefton, Dr' Alexander Cariyle at 
Itavereft,iMr Divid Pype*>t^6nca(ttland, Mr Alexander 
Jbhafton'at C3fanfliaws,'i)iJ David Tiung atFoiildfen; Mr 
Andrew- CMli^e at Linton, ]Dr l^homas Somerville at 
J^dbiirgh^ Mi- kobfert DaWfcm' at Stow, Kir Robier^ Dou- 
f;(l»s-at Gal^fliiels; Mr Jofin Laurie at Etves, Mr Thomas 
Herfikrlbn at Dry fdale, Mr James Wilfon at Tynron, 
Mr ]oha Johnfton at Cro(*smichae!, pi A!ntbony Stey^art 
at Newlace, 'Mr Alexander Moodit? at Riccarton',' Mr 
James Douglas at Stewarton" Mr John Finlay at Paifley, 
Mr Michael Macculk^cb at Bothwell, Mr William Mac- 
cnbban at l!>oughs, Mr Alexander -Rankin at Glafgow, 
Mr John A^Jitcneil at Fihtraiy^ Mr Charles Stewart atStra- 
chur, Dr J.obti Smith -at 'Catnpbelton, Mr Donald Mac- 
nicol At Lifmore, Mr Norman Macleod at Morvern, Mr 
Alexander Niven at Dunkeld, Mr George Chapman at 
Kinfauns, Mr William SherifF at St Ninlan's, Mr William 
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Graham at Foflaway, Mr John Campbell at Kippen, Mr 
Spence OUphanc at Largo, Mr John Bruce at Forfar, Mr 
William Johnfton at Monyfeich, Mr Andrew Bruce at 
^r^qbiD,. Mr James Walker at Duanottajr, ^ Or John 
Bfdwi) at Newbitli,' Dr John Ogiivy at MldiAar, Mr 
^George Forbes at Lochel, Mr Patrick Davidfon at Rayne, 
Mr William Greig at Longfide, Mr Alexander Rofe at 
Auchterlefs, Mr Robert Qr^Pt at Cullen, Mr Francis 
Forbes at Grange, Mr Jaiifesr Grant at Inveraven, Mr 
John Grant at Abcrnethy, Mr John Reid at DufFus, Mr 
William Stephen lat Ra^^d, .Mr Tolin ]Vf<^|[*^!(^ i^^ J^^KSk 
Mr Alexander Fraler it Klr^htlf, Mrr Alexander yVood 
tt Rofonai4iiey ^iff lienry RoJbi^nHbU nt ^(li^4l-fl,- Mr 
Jafpes, Graur »t ^r/:|uhart, Mr Alexander j^wii^ at 
Lochalftll Mr George Macculloch 'at Loth, jilr ][ames 
Dif^wallat Fai\> Ma: Wlliiam Si«tterlandl atWick, Mr 
James jSrcmner at^W^lki Mit John Anderfqi^ft Stt^ofay, 
Mr John tnches^^t l^effing, Mincers i Johh Glfetag,Hfq; 
Dean of Guild of Edinburgh, William RamfayvXK)^ of 
Barnton, Donald Smith, £(q; Banker, the Lord Frovoft 
of Edinburgh, Robert Allan, Efq; Banker, John Dick* 
Ton, Efc); of Ca Iter, James Moncgomery^ Efq; Advocate, 
Andrew Hamihon, Efq; of Spittlehaugh, the Lord Advo* 
cate, IVIatthew Sandilands of (^Q)}fiqn,^ Efqj the £arr(5f 
Laaderdalep Mr James Saundc^fs^ writer to chf $jgn^t; 
Mr WilUam Jotiofton wriijfi?,. ;B(Ir. Jqhn Peqt writer^ 
Alexander FergujQanof Craigdarroch^ Efq^ Hpraxim Cwi^ 
nan, £(q; of Barky^ Mr Jobp Jeffrcry writer, TJi»Qfl^ 
Adair, Efq; of Genjpch,.Mx TbosiasSraAth ^rjt€f|>Q«99Rgtt 
Ferguflbn, Efq; Advocate, ^pFi<l ^oy la, £^fq( J!k'dTQ6at^ 
Mr Robert Davidfoa, Advocate, the Lpr4 I!it6deqti 
John Lamont of I^amooti : ETq; Archibald CiKUpbiell 
younger of Succoth, J^fq; Archibald Macdpnald, £% of 
Sanda, Williatp Caikipbell of Fairfield, £% Allan Mact 
dougal, Efq; of Hayfield, Niel F^guiToQ, Efq; Advocatfc« 
Mr James Dickfon bookfeller^ Edinburgh, l^rAlexaadet 
BeatfoD writer to the Signet, Profeflbr WilUam Richards 
fon Giafgow, the Dean of Faculty, Mr Thomas Weir 
writer^ Mr John MoncreiflT apothecary, Mr Thprnai 
Duncan writer, James Wauchope, Efq; Advocate, Adam 
Gillies, Efq; Advocate^ John Burnet, Efq; .Advocate, the 
Procurator, John Gordon, Efq; of Craig, William fi^do* 
nald, Efq; of Reneatoo, JaoK;$;Q(MrdoD^ Efq; youngeir of 
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•CmI^/ WailaTn Gordon, Efq; younger of Hothney, Mr 
Ji)hn> "Taylor • writer^ to the Signet, Mr Archibald 
'MiiU Wf icet* to the SigAet, Mr George Andrew t^riter, 
1M[rB*ro» Gordon, IfiKic Ghrant, Efq; of Hihon, Mr 
James Robftrtftxnf Writeir, Mr Thoriias .Gordon writer to 
tlhe*^gnet,-WiilMitfi Scott, Efqj banker, Dr Gregory 
OratitJrllrAlexatidtfr Grant writer to the Signet, 
C&arieilittfr, Efqj Advocate, Mt Kenneth Mackenzie 
iWtiWV, WJlliam Tait, Efq; Advocated, Bailie Daniel Mil- 
ler, Mr Jaffies Grant Writer to th6 Signet, Mr William 
MaCtekn «i6rcharit, Mr James Hbrne writer to the Sig;- 
taet, M^ Alexander YbuhgfohiirHter, Malcolm Laing, 
-*E(q; Adirbfcate, Mt t KichrfVd Richardfon; merchant, 
CJttfttmWBe^ner Oner*, Profeflbi" iALhdrew^ Dalzel, kuling 
EldiP}^i^^^ %£ A CSoiiMiTtEfe of this Aflembly, for the 
re&kmtibn qf'^the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
for |>frpfm0tirtg the knowledge of true religion, fuppref- 
fing'Pbfiii'y and profanencfs, and fortoanagingthe Royal 
BkMiltVv^fbr tbefe «nds, accortling to, and in terms of His 
Majdiy'S'^rant to mis* Aflembly. .In profecution of 
trbidf -jiUrpbres, the Q>mmktee are to appoint Preachers 
^bd €iittehi!ft«, to go td fuch plaeek as they (faall find, 
^>tMidiSfe tiifbfroi!itfian,'to be the.moft proper, according 
tO'Hti Majeftjf'^s dfefig^i expreflfed fn His warrant; and, 
4<i4b difJritj that tfcc'y have particular regard to fbch pa- 
rlfhfeS ^Irt bbutii Uift,: Small Mes,,Glenco, Harris, the 
tebt^iktri^ of Moidart, Glengary, andLochaber; and the 
othicfr; parishes of the Synods 6f Glenelg and Argyle, 
^hidi the Cortamlttee (hall find, by reafon of the vaft 
extent; by the prevalcncy of Popery and ignorance, and 
ether liiihappy cikumftances, to be in the greateft di- 
ilrefii :^ And they fhdl take care, that the perfons they 
employ be certified, aiid found, ut)otf due trial, to be 
preperry qualified fot thefe refpedive offices, of good 
abilities for the fame, of a ptous life and converfation ; 
prud tot, of dndoubted loyalty to his Majefty, and of 
competent (kill in the principles of Divinity, and parti- 
cularly in Popi(h controverfies : Such Preachers and Ca- 
teckiflsf being herfeby appointed to be fubjcd to, and 
undet the infpcdion of the Prefbyteries of the bounds 
to which they are (^flt, >*ho arc to take care that the 
orders of- the Coiiimittee l>e duly obferved by them* 
And the Preachers are alfo appointed to catechife, and 
both they and the Catechifts to inilrud the people from 
honfe to boufey and to Tifitthefick; and, in all their 
2 labour 
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labour among the jpepple, to l^e careful to teiUtfAheditbe 
principles and duties of the truip C)iri(lian Prot^ant dr^- 
ligioa, and the obligat/onj th?y ajte under itftidutji.aafil 
loyalty. to our Sovereign FCing^eprge, ao4>>lMdieikcerO> 
the laws : And. tlie CoiiiYnit;tee,-«rei enotpoi^^iie^i to^.gi^e 
themfuch inftrut^ioiis ;is to their worl^ a;id,ibfil|<i^iour» 
as t;hey (hall judge n>?,et ^ whi^h/iiijiirudipn&jthei^fieaii^- 
ers and Catechills . afv herf;by v^if deredi to/; Q^^.Ax /Itie 
General A^embly dojfurther ^plH^ij^tithe.raidiCf^tiiJKCtieey 
to have a j>articularr^gard in t^t)ir,procee4ingl,»W ,^ 
regulation agreed . ^ipqif by the (^mp[ii^te^.ri9^;f(4«e;t^ 
fenabty for managing jt^e. Royal Bpupryj,:On:,t|iekJ^othjftf 
September 1730, approved biyfreq^wit AfleqjWies : )i^ 
to take cace that Prefl>y,ti?risev[ap4 ^►tbe^s.q^iftfiraeiJ, 
bhferve the fame, -which tiify. arpohercby i^fd^i^d tp 
dp: Pa«icularly,-Ae Affepbly^ord^i fe^fi^fc-Pjjejt 

"^yteries to, infer; in.t^eir, cegifte.rs .^e ^^m)}HfXM|'(f -Rph 
•pQintmeuts of.the de^jgnations,. fal£(ri^s>\a94/Afttl^i^^f 
the ^feyeral mifli^n^ries, ai^d to bav? ani pia^yfflgard 
thereto, in all the letter^ thffy.fljW; write sjbjouit^ it)ie|faid 
miffipnaries, and ij^ giyjng qf cjfjrtjfii^fttes tQ t))j^p; ,aAd 
to ^ired all their lexers, ' (^qncferning mifk^aj?¥9rm 
their bounds,, only to the Modcratof^iof tw. !QoiBi^i»efr| 
which letters fhall b^ figned, at t^i(-a^oimii|e!Mi ^f^thf 
Preftytery,, by th^ Moderator or -Cferk theirfl^il't, <2)l|i4 
the Aflerably . does 4" foh^rge any paytgeijt: to.i)q:|n9^fSi0f 
the faIaries.of che!niij(tion^rie)S9 except upqo receipte^rPia 
the mi/n6nariefi tbie^ffjVj^^, an^ upon .certi$pates-iMfa 
the Preft\yterics, bearipig, Tb^t;;hey l^ave fcjrv^ f/fr;t^ 
time mentioned in the receipts;, ^nd that: jeifory-Cfttc^ 
chid wKo receives a falary from' the, Royal Bawi|tyi qa 
cotidition.that the parifhi<>ner^i qr;igf|fttieHiei^iqf th^ di- 
Aridl fhall pay a cer(^in fum in,a}]^ cff^ch^ial^ry^.rfb 
infert, in the body oi^ hi^s xeceipttalhe Ca&ie£, 4*fdqcla7 
ration that he has r^ qejv^d the:particular fum 'ipe.cj^fAi 
and that th€i atteHatio^ of the Prefby&ery ib^lljin^^lik^ 
manner bear, .that tb? Catechift hs^s re^peived the fti* 
pulated fuQi which tl^e; Committed; make the <x>pdi£ion 
of his appointment if it .being underilood by this* re fo* 
lution, that the feveral flations, v^ith regard tq which 
fuch conditions were originally made by the Cotlimi};te^^ 
when no fuch declaration of the Catcchift, or atte- 
fiation of the Prefbytery, as is now propqfed, is re- 
ceived by the Cafhicr, ihall be afterw^iids fupprefled.by 
the Committee, though the Gatechiil Owll, notwitb* 
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ftanding, receive the falary for the time he is certified to 
have performed his doty. That a journal of the itinerant's 
labours in the miniftry, of the miiEon committed to him, 
•be written on the back of the Prefeytery's certificate, and 
iigned hy him, as the ground on which the Prefby tery have 
{granted him faid certificate. The General Ailembly do 
alfo empower the faid Committee to apply, for the purpofes 
above mentioned, what may remain of the laft year's 
Jloyal Bounty not difpofed of, by reafon of any of the 
miflionaries not fulfilling the appointments laid uponthemj 
and that they are to keep a regifter of their proceedings, 
jand Hkewifc diftind: books of Recounts, how the forefaid 
money is bellowed^ which fliall be patent to any concern- 
^, who pleaie to infpedl the fame. Of the perfons above 
named, as members of this Committee, five are declared to 
be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniflers. But it is 
hereby appointed. That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the fchejne;or eftablifhment of mif- 
fionaries for the enfuing year is to be approved and deter- 
mined, not lefs than fourteen fhall be theqyorura, whereof 
nine fhall be minifters ; and the faid Committee are ap* 
pointed to have their firft general meeting at Edinburgh, 
the firft lawful day after the adjournment of the firft of the 
fiated diets of the Commiflion of the General Aflembly; 
their fecbnd meeting .(^h^ch is for fixing the annual 
fcheme), upon the fecond Thurfday of July, with power 
to thofe members who (hall then be prefen^, t-o. adjourn; 
and their other two^ general meetings the firjl lawful days 
after the ftated meetings of the Commiilion of f he General 
. Aflembly,in Noviember and M^*rch,jvi^ifhin the AA^n^Wy 
ayle, at ten of the clock in the jf^teooon, except tljat day 
(hall fall to (be Saturday, •and then the meetiqg.fiiallheup* 
on Monday next thereafter, at the faid houc; with power to 
the (aid Committee to adjourn thettvi]blve9 to fiiQh ^imes and 
places as they (hall find moft needful asd convi^ni^nt: And 
they aretoiDeepa correj[]^ndence:t^^^ Commjflion of 

die General AQTemblyy.and the .Society for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge, and their Committee of Dirg^orfi, 
and to take their advice and affiftance; and alfo to corre- 
fpond with the Synods and Preftiy teries concerned. They 
are like wife inftruded and empowered, as they fhall fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Magiftrate, for 
affiftance and fupport in carrying on the defign of the 
Commifllon now given to them. And the General Af- 
fembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, Pro- 
curator for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal 
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Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he fliall be direded and 
ordered by the forefaid Committee, and accordingpto their 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diflribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the fame before the Lords Commiflioners of His Ma- 
jefty^s l^reafury, or the Barons of his Majefty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report; their diligence to the General 
Aflembly, to whon^they are to be accountable. And it is 
agreed, That no perfon once employed and in(ert in the 
fcheme, ftiall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but by 
. the quorum of at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be mi- 
niflers ; and in cafe any complaint fhali be made againft 
any of them on the fcheme, it fliall not be determined the 
firfl; Ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, but it fhali 
lie on the table till another meeting j and in the mean time 
the perfon complained of, and the Prefby tery of the bounds 
wherein he officiates, ihall be acquainted of fuch com- 
plaint, and thofe concerned be required to fend to the faid 
'Committee a juft account of the matter, againft die next 
meeting. And it is farther appointed. That after the year- 
ly fcheme of miflionaries On the Royal Bounty is fettled 
in manner above direded, and notice thereof given by 
letters to the Prefby teties eoncemed,, fuch Prelbyterics 
fhali fend up to the faid Committee their anfwer to thefe 
letters, at farthefl with their CommiiSoners to the General 
Aflembly, if the fame be not done fooner j and that the 
Committee, at their firfl meeting after the General Af- 
fembly, fhali endeavour to complete the next year's fcheme 
- themfelves j and if thej? cannot complete it, they fhali 
name a fub-committee-of their number for. that purpofe, 
who are to lay their draught thereof before a fubfequcnt 
meeting, which is appointed to meet as foon after the 
filing of the Aflembly as poflible. And empowereld the 
Committee, at their firfl. meeting, to reje<9: any petacion for 
a new flation, in cafe- they fhali find lafficient> ebjedlions 
againfi it ^ and that the faid Committee, in making up the 
fcheme of. miiliolmries, ^. do not exceed the ^fuoob in the 
grant. 
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VII. 

Edinburgh, May 24. I794* SeJJl utt. 

THE Report of the Commits appointed to clafs returns to 
Overtures was called for, given in, and read. — The Af- 

fembly ordered the Qvtrtttre^refpeSting the Licenfing of Pro- 
bationers i ^nd alfo the Overture refpeBingtbe Annexation 
and Suppreffton of Parifhes to be retrar^mittedi "witb a re^ 
4iewal of tbe Recommendation tofucb Prefbyteries as have 

/ent no Returns^ to fend tbem without further delay. 

New Overture reipefting the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 

Edinfurgb, May 25. 1792. SeJJl^. 

THEOeneral Afleihbly having taken under ihtit 
ferious confidef ation, the great danger to ^hich 
the ipiterefis of Religioij and of this Church may ^ be 
expofed^ by licenfing any to preach the Goipel, who 
are not duly qualified for that important truft, do here-^ 
by ena€t and ordain, That in all t^he coming the fol- 
lowing regulations Ihall be ftridly obferved : * * 

I. It is hereby enaded, That iio Student fhall be ^en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profefflbr of Divinity, unlcifs 
he ihall ^produce to the Taid Profe|Ibr a certificate from 
the Minifler of the parifli in which he, has his llfiial re- 
fidence 5 or in his abfence, or during, a vacanty in feid 
parijh, from fome neighbouring Mlnifter, bearing, that 
his tharadter is fiii table to his views ; together with a 
diploma of Mafter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral Profeflbrs of Philofpphy, under Vhom he hath 
iludied, from which it may be clearly ifcertaincd that, | 

in fome Univerfity or Uni verfities, he hath gone through I 

a full courfe pf rhilofophy in fome winter-feffions of \ 

Collegei prepedinjg that in which the certificates are j 

produced* . . i 
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11. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby or- 
^dain, That all Students who Kavebecn inrolled by Pro- 
feflbrs of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this 
ad, fhall continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity 
for the term of fix SefGonsj Pfovided always, That if 
any Student hath given regitlar attendance in the Di- 
vinity Hall during three Seflions, his Courfe (hall be 
corifidered as completed in four SefCons ; and that if 
he hath given regular attendance in the Hall during 
two Seflions, his Courfe fliall be confidered as com- 
pleted in five Seflions, And the Afllembly do further 
ordain, That in each of theft cafes. Students fliall be 
inroUed by the Profeflbrs during the feveral Seffions of 
their refpedive Courfes, and deliver in the Divinity 
Hall, in the manner herein afterwards provkied, an 
Exegefis in Latin, on fome controverted Head in Divi- 
nity, a Homily in Englifti, an Exercife and Addition, 
a Ledure on fome large portion of Scripture, and a 
popular Sermon, together with fuch other Exercifes as^ 
the ProfeflTors fliall think proper to prefcribe.- And the 
Aflembly farther enad and declare. That a Student is 
entitled to apply to the Profeflbr for his certificates, 
that he may be propofed for trials, and that the preli- 
minary fteps may be taken by the Prefljytery during 
the currency of the laft Seflion of his Courfe, as above 
deicribed ; with this limitation, that if the faid lad, 
Seflion is .to be claimed as a Seflion of regular atten- 
dance, he fliall, toward the conclufion thereof, obtain 
a new certificate of his attendance during its currency, 
and produce .the feme to the Prelbytery or Synod. 

HL Profeflbxjspf Divinity ar^ required to attend, as^ 
much as circumfliances may permit, to the condudl of 
fuch-Sti}d€nts as. ace under their care, and, as. far as 
they find it prra^icahle, to infift that every Student 
fliall deliver his. firft4ifcourfe foine time dijrihg his fe-- 
cond Seflion, at the lateft, and the remainder t)rhiS^ 
Difcourfes at fuch periods as may enable hiintb deli-i^- 
ver the whole of them before the end of* January, of- 
the laft^ Seflion of his Courfe. .. • , :^. 

IV. AVhen a Student is propofed to any Prcfl)y tery, in 
order to he taken upon trials, the Prrflbytery fliall be' 
alone, and the motion for that purpole fliall lie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean time, 
the Ereflbytery fliall appoint the Member by whom the 
Sjtudent has been propofed, to lay before the faid meet- 
ing the certificate, or certi&caLes in favour of the Stu- 
dent, 
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4eiit, that are Specified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth fedlon of this Ad; to delire him to attend the 
farxje; and to inform hira^ that, previqafly ta the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far as circumftances may permit, to 
Vait on fuch Miniiiers of the Prefbytery as have not 
formerly had au opportunity of converfixig with him ia 
^ private. 

V- When the time appointed for confidering the mor 
tlon is arrived, the PreJhytery (hal^ ftridly obferve the 
fuilowing regulations- , , 

I/?, The Prefbytery fliall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in difcufling the feyeral preliminaries rtipeding 
Students who are propqfed for trials, . 

id, They ihall require fatisfyipg evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for ih^t^p^r^ppfe^has conipli^ted 
tht? twenty -firft year of his agfe. 

%d. No Student ihall be admijtt^.^ To t^ial^ ^nlef$» he 
produces to the Prefbytery, a cettificate pr cercifidatQS 
from theProfeflbr or Profeflbr? of Divinity, under j^hofe 
tuition he hath ftudied, bearing, th^t^he liath prpfecuted 
his fludie^^ an^ deliyer/ed hi$; piA:ourfes, i^ thtf manner 
prefcribed.^y this ;vd ;.an4 that his :cpndud^ .a&fiir as 
confifts. yrjit^i.phfi Ifnovyliwlge of the faid ProtfefTc^r, pr 
Proff floret ,bi^s. b^pepi ii> evpry relped fuitable ,tb hi^ views? 
in l(ife*. ,.^nd tbp General AflVmbly -do. like wife hereby 
enac^, That the Prefbytery QxAl reccird. at full length 
the faid certificate, or certificates, in their minutes: 
And it, is hereby eqa^ed ?ind ;deciarp4»7That the Student 
baying lf){l|[ed fuch -certificate, of .certificate^,^. (haU.be 
entitle;c|..trO qbtain esp^f a($s pf (h^ 4^in€^: if dem£|nde4v) 

, 4(i^^.]{i(3/;^^^^ Student ppop. 

trials. .un|efk,jqlxey are fatisfied that the is; of ^ood .report; 
founa in his priijiciplesj pioiiSj ^ber, gra^ve^'^iid pru-; 
derit, in his^ ^«^^vi94jlf J^,pf a peape^blpdifpofitioi) > a.nd 
well afFeSe^l^to the;h^ppy eftabjii/hraerjt in this' feingdoto, 
both ill QiUTch^and %«§.: .^nd»,th^^ Prefbytery 
may proceed with 'all due caution, in a matter of fuch 
peculiar, importa^iqf>;.|h?yj:f|i}ijy ,pot;agrpe:|o thfeinjption 
in behalf pf the S^u^^p^ij^juplefii his; re^dence, dor^^^ 
]^ear pre^ediog, ha^ fce^n ^flhiafly :wit hiii ,tt)eir bpuivlfi, . or ' 
he , (nail produce fufli^^nt >%efti|nipni»Js from the; Prefby- 
tery, in whpffsr bpupfj?; ^15^. refi^^fnte ihas, phieflyr.bcen, 
during. thaiiierfn;. bp^rin&ythat; hi§tth$j:^(aer ijs fuchias 
is dmcribed in .the iiii^njcfdjately, preceding fentenoeof 
this paragraphi and, ^ecpnEipfi4pdiog ihim, in thefe re^ 
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I/?, They fliall, deliberately and ferioufly, take a con- 
jund view of the whole trials; and if they fhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly c^ualified to 
perform the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the Go- 
fpel, they fhall, by no means, grant him a Licence, in 
his prefent circumftances* 

2^, If, upon this review of the trials, the Prelbytery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they (hall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes, 

2^d, The Prelbytery fhall then propofe to the Student 
the queflions that are appointed to be put to all who pafs 
Trials by ad lOthAilembly 1711, and require him to 
fubfcribe the Formula yf\x\c\i is prefcribed by the faid duQ,. 
And the General AfTembly ftridly prohibit all Prefby- 
teries from licenfing any Student to preach the Gofpel, 
who fhall iiQt give explicit and fatisfyiqg anfwers to thefe 
quefljons, and fubfcribe the faid F^/7»i//^. 

4/6, The Preibytery fhall prdej- th? ad of Airembly. 
1759, againfl Siriioniacal pradlices, tqbe read to the 
Student in their prefence, 

Lqjily, The Prefbytery fhall appoint their Moderator 
to Jiqeuce the Student to preach the Gofpel, and order 
their clj^rk to fuj-nifh him with an extrad of his licencet 

\, XL For the better obfcrvance of this ad, the Gene- 
ral Afieii^biy ordaip, 1/, That it fhaU be printed anoong 
their other pririte^^ads ; .^//, That it fhall be printed 
by itfglf, in fonje convenient form;..3rf, That a. copy, of 
this feparate edition fhall be tranfmitted to each Pifofef- 
for of Divinity in the Univerfities of Scotland ; and 
that the faid ProfefTors fhall read the^ fame in their re- 
fpedive: rialls, once at Icafl during every ,SeflIopj and 
at fuch times as they have reifqn to j?;cped the attend- 
ance of the greatefl number of Students for that SefBonj 
artd, la/lly^ That a copy of the fame edition fhall .like- 
wife be tranfmitted to the clerks of each Synpd, and 
Prefbytery, within the bounds of this phurchr apd' that 
the faid clerks fhall keep the fame along with tjieir mi- 
nutes, and bring it up to each meeting qf their* refpedive 
Courts, for the ufe of the Members. 
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VIII. 

Interim A6t and Overture refpeaing 
the Annexation and Suppreflion of 
Pariflies. 



Edinburgh t May 26. 1794. Sef.^ult. 

THE General Affembly, in all propofed cafes of an- 
nexation and fuppreffion, do criioin Prefbyteries 
to communicate to. the Synod of the 15)ounds the pro- 
pofal diat is ma<ie 5 that although it does not appear 
to them proper for the Cl^urch to give any oppofition, 
it Ihall not be competent for them tpexprefs their con- 
fent to the ,propofe4 Vnpexation and fuppreffion, either 
br a deli^werance in their, minutes, or at the bar of the 
Court of ir«inis, until t^p.y have obtained the confent 
Oif the SyiliOd of ;th« bounds > and further, that when 
they refoive to ^ivp oppofition to any propofed annexa- 
tion or lujipreffioja, tlSQy iball communicate their refo- 
kition, together with the grounds of their oppofition, 
jwxd thcidirediqns which,. they have given thereanent 
i» the Syaaod of the,i>ftun4s,. 
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IX. 

Adi and Refolution refpeding the Rc« 
iigious Education of Youth. 

Edinburgh, May 26. lyg^. Seffl uU. 

THE Ge^erai- Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, taking into their ferious confideration the 
growth of licentioufnefs, both in principle and pradice j 
and being fully perfuaded that this evil, wherever it 
prevails, is in a great meaftire to be afcribed to the ne« 
gledl of the religious education of youth ; and the AC- 
fembly being well informed that the ancient and laud- 
able pradice of inftruding youth in the principles of 
religion, by means of the Holy Scriptures, and the Gate- 
chiims received and acknowledged by this Church, has 
been much negleded in many parochial and other 
Engliih and Latin Schools, particularly in the cities and 
towns of this kingdom: Wherefore, the General Aflem- 
bly being refolved, as far as in them lies, to provide a 
reuiedy for this evil, did, and hereby do, ftridly require 
and enjoin, that all parochial Schoolmafters, and other 
Teachers of Schools within this Church, (hall caufe the 
Holy Bible to be read as a regular exercife in their fe« 
veial Schools, by the children under their care. The 
General Aflembly do moreover require and enjoin, that 
the Shorter Catechifm, agreed upon by the Affembly of 
Divines at Weftminfter, and approved of by this Church, 
{hall be taught in all parochial and other Schools ; and 
that the children be required to commit this Catechilhi 
to memory, and by frequent repetition to fix it deep in 
their minds. And in order that the above regulationg 
may be carried into efled, the General Aflembly, in 
conformity to many preceding ads of Afllembly, enjoin 
aH the Miniflers of this Church, to viflt and examine 
from time to time the Schools within their refpedive 
pariihes, and take care that the Teachers do their duty 
in thofe refpeds. And for a farther fecurity in matters 
£)f fuch important concern, the General Aflembly did, 

and 
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and hereby do, ordain all Prefbyteries to make enquiry 
concerning the obedience given by their fevecal mem* 
bers to this a<£fc ; and farther, the General Aflembly or« 
dain all the Prefl)yterle5 of this Church to appoint pref- 
byterial vifitations of the Schools within their refpedive 
bounds, at lead once in every year, and exerc^fe that au- 
thority which, by the law of the land, as well as of the 
Church, is veiled in them for obtaining the important 
end in view* The General Aflembly nr^oreover ordains^ 
that this A& ftiall be printed fcparatelyj and a copy 
thereof tranfmitted to ev^ry Minifter, and evei'y paro- 
chial Schoolmafter within the bounds of this Church : 
And fiaaUy, that every Prefbytery (hali report their di- 
ligence, in compliance with the terms thereof, upon the 
back of their Commiffiou to their Reprefentatives in the 
enfuing General Allembly^ 



^yiiym^n&ofiir^MXXM^)^^ 



Adl appointing the Diet of the next 
General Affembly. 

Edinburgh, May 26. 1794. Seffl ult. 

THE nex-t Gei^eral Assembly of this National 
Church is appointed to be held within the New 
Church Ayle of £diaburgh^ on Thurfday the 21ft day 
3of May 1795* 

Extra&t4from the Records of the General Affembly, by 

ANDREW DALZEL, GU EccU ScoU, 
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In Name and by Authority of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

ADMONITION and INFORMATION refpeding the PxvOfanation of the 

Lord's Day. 



At Edinburgh, the twenty fixth day of May, one thoufiind feven hundred and. ninety four years. Which 
day, the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland having called for the Report of their Committee, 
appointed to confider the Overtures from the Prefbytery of St. Andrews, and Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
reipefting the profanation of the Lord's day, the fame was given in and read j-together with the Opinion of 
Ws Majefly's Solicitor General; given at the requeft of the faid Committee, in the abfence of the Procura-' 
tor of the Church, who was confined by fevere illnefs. Which Report and Opinion having been confiJered by 
the Affembly, the faid Opinion, together with extra£ls from the different Ads of Parliament therein re- 
ferred to, are in name and by authority of the General Affembly hereunto fubjoined^ and the whole is or- 
dered tp be printed, that copies may be diftributed by the fpecial Committee appointed for that purpofe, a- 
mong the-feveral Preflbyteries of this Church : And at the lame time, Prefbyteries are enjoined to circulate 
the copies hereof, tranftnitted to them, throughout their feveral bounds, for the information of all concern- 
ed ; and to aft in other refpeds, conformably to the power veiled in them, in fuch a prudent manner as fliall 
feem bed calculated for checking the further profanation of the Holy Sabbath- And the Affembly, think- 
ing it expedient to confine the profecutions, which k may be neceflary to carry on, to thofe cafes which fliall 
be judged to be proper fubjeds of profecution by the feveral Preibvieries, it is particularly recommended to 
the inferior judicatories of the Church, that no profecution fball be raifed^ at the inftance of any miniller or 
kirk-feffion, or of any perfon appointed by them, without the fpecial advice and confent of the Prefbytery of 
the bounds, after the faid Prefbytery fliall have deliberately ponfidered the cafe. —And the General Assembly, 
impreffcd with the warmefl fenfe of gratitude to the Divine Author of our Faith, for the appointment of that 
Day which was made for man; and refleding with much iatisfaflion upon the advantage which the people of 
this country have derived from that devout obfervancc of the Lord's Day, by which they have long been 
diflinguiflied, do earneftly befcech and admonifli all ranks to refill, by their exaniple and their influence, eve- 
ry violation of that day, and every attempt to diminifli tke veneration in which it is held : In particular, 
they admonifli parents* as they value the moil eflential intereils of thpfe who are deareft to them ; and raaf- 
ters, and heads of families, as they defire to preferve their fervants from thofe habits and pradices which 
arc moft deftruftive of the good order of fociety, to employ every method which appears to them moil 
winning and effedual for rendering the flated retmtns of the Lord's Day fubfervient lo the inflruftion and 
improvement of the children, apprentioes^ and fervants, over whom they have influence. 

OPINION of his Majefifs Soliciior General^ refpeBing the Obfervance of the Sabbath Day. 

The ftatutes now in force, with rcfpeS to the obfervance of the Sabbath Day appear to me to be fufficient 
fcr checking the evil complained of.— The ftatutes which I mean are the following — A61 1661, c- 18.— 
1672, c. ^2.— 1693, c. 40. — 1695, c. 13. —and Aft 1701,0. ir. 

By thefe ftatutes, every perfon guilty of profaning the Sabbath day, in any manner whatever, is made 
liable in a pecuniary penalty, toties quotUs^ to be recovered by profecution before fheriffs, juftices of peace, 
or any other judge ordinary. And the minifter of every pariih, the kirk feflion, or the prefbytery, or a per- 
fon named by them, is entitled to prijfecute. 

There appears, therefore, to be no defeft in the law as it ftands, if duly executed. — And the power of en- 
forcing execution is lodged with the church judicatories therafelves. Perhaps it might be proper to caufe 
print the above ftatutes, -and tranfmit copies thereof to the different preihyteries, fo that due notification 
may be given to all concerned. 

Edinburgh, 24th May 1794. (Signed) ROBERT BLAIR. 

T^ following are the AOs ^Parliaments and Part of ABs^ referred to in the above Opioiott, 

Anno 166 1, c. 18. 
ACT for the Due Obfervation of the Sabbath Day. 

THEK-ing'sMajefty, confideringhow much it concerns the honour of God, tl.:.t the Sabbath Day be duly 
obferved, and all abufes thereof reftraincd : And that, notwithftanding of feveral A6ls of Parliament made in 
that behalf, particularly the third Ad of the fixth Parliament of King James the Sixth of bleffed memory, 
the faid day hath been much prophaned by falmond-^fiihing, going of falt-pans, milnes and killes, hiring of 
(hearers, and ufing of merchandiie on that day, and othcrwayes. Therefore our Sovereign Lord, with the advice 
and confent of his Eftates of Parliament, ratifies and approves all former Ads of Parliament, made for obferva- 
tioH of the>Sabbath Day, and againft the breakers thereof; and by thefe prefents inhibits and difcharges all fal- 
mond-fifliing, going of falt-pans, niilns or kiUes ; all hiring of fhearers, carrying of loads, keeping of mercats, 
or ufing any forts of merchandife on the faid day, and all other profenation thereof whatfoever, uiider the pains 
and penalties following, viz. the fum cf Twenty Pounds Scots for the going of ilk falt-pan, miln, or kill, on the 
faid day, to be paid by die heritors and poffeffors thereof ; and the fura of Ten Poinds for ilk ihearer and fllher 
of falmoiid on^the faid day, the one half thereof to be paid by the hirers and conducers, and the other half by the 
perfona hired ; and the faid fum of Ten Pounds for every other profanation of the faid day : And w hicli fires 
?x.d penalties are to be uplifted and difpofed of in manner contained in the Ad and Inflirudions anent tiic 
Indices of Peace.— ./ - 




Anno 1672, c. 22. ■ i| 

ACT agalnft Profaneness. 

Of It Sovereign Lord, confidering the many and great violations of the law of God, and of tliela^^es of 
ii kingdom, eftablifli' d by His Majefty and his royal predcceflbrs, agaiiift curfiug, fwearing. Sec. profana- 
tion of the Lord's day, mocking or reproaching of religion and the exerciles tliereof ; - — it is hereby ftatutc 

laws and practice ufed in this 
Privy Council or Lords of 
have their refidence, or keep 
courts, that the faids Counlelbrs or Lords of Seffion, Magiftrates of fuch burghs, the Sheriffs, and the Lords 
and Baihffs of Regalities or their deputes, the Commiflfaries, or any Juftice of Peace, they, or any one or 
more of them, execute or caufe execute the faids laws, againftfuch delinquents in the fevcral paroches where 
t'.ey rcfide as (hail be dilated to them by the kirk-feffions, or ofther church judicatories. Providing always, 
lik-iis it is hereby provided, that the minifter and kirk-fefTion with the heritors of each parifli, or fuch of 
them as upon pui)lic intimation by the minifter from the pi;lpit, upon eight days warning, fliall meet with 
the mir»iiler, and his afliftants in difcipline, have the nomination of a colle^lor ; who is to receive and compt 
for the fines fo impofed ; excepting to the royal burghs the nomination of their colleftors, who have been ac- 
ciiftomed fo to nominate, they always being accomptable, as other collectors, for the ufes after fpecified : And 
where there be ai.y paroches, in which there is none of the faids above-named perfons in authority refid^nt, 
the miniiter and kirk-feffion, and heritors of the parifl>, or major part of them, who fhall convene upon public 
intimation by the minifter, upon eight days warning, fliall nominate fo often as they fee caufe, a perfon refident 
within the paroch, whom they find moft fit for executing of the faids ftatates, and ftiall under their hand offer the 
perfon To chofen to the Sheriffs, Lords, and Bailiffs of regalities, Stewarts, Coram iflaries, having the ordinary 
jurifdifton of that place, who are hereby authorifed to give commiflion and deputation to the perfous fo chofen 
for conveening the perfons tranfgrelfors of the forefaids ftatates, and to judge them according, to law : And it is 
hereby declared, that all execution fliall pafs upon the decreets and fentences of the faids judges and commif- 
fioners, as do or may pafs upon the decreets or fentences of Sheriffs, Bailiffs of royalty or regality, for exe- 
cuting of the faids ftatutes, conform to the tenor thereof in all points. With power to thefaid miniflier, 
kirk-leffion, and heretors of each paroch, conveened in manner aforefaid, to modifie and appoint fuch part 
and portion of the fums arifing by the faids decreets, to the colleftors nomiuat by them for their fervices, as 
they fliall find juft, according to their pains and diligence. And it.is hereby declared that the remainder of 
the faids fums fliall belong to, and be made ufe of, for the poor of each paroch refpeSHvey in manner foUoiw'- 
ingj viz. The one half thereof for the ufe of the poor of each paroch to be fent to the corredion houfes, for 
^being bred to lawftil trades, conform to an Aft of Parliament made in this Seffion of Parliament ; and for 
-which the colledor fliall be comptable to the heretors of each paroch, and fliall deliver to them receipts from 
:the mafters of the correftion-houfes of the one half of the faids fums, toward the allowance of the faid poor 
people, appointed to be payed out of each paroch by the faid aft : A'^d the other half of the (aids fines ihall 
belong to the poor of each paroch refp^Bive^ who by the faid aft, by reafon of their age or infirmity, are ap- 
pointed to be entertained within each paroch by the contributions at the paroch kirk, and for which the faids 
colleftors are to be comptable to the minifter and kirk*feflion of each paroch, or to the elders during the va- 
cancy ; and to be applied by them for the ufe of the poor, as they fliall fee caufe. 

Anno 1693, c. 40. 
ACT againft Profaneness^ 

Our Sovereign Lord and Lady, taking to their ierious confideration the profanity and immoralities 
•that fo much at prefent abound, and how much it concerns the glory of God, the honour of the Proteftant 
religion*, and the good and peace of the kingdom, that they be repreffed and reftrained. Do, therefore, with 
advice and confeiit of the Eftates of Parliament, hereby ratify and revive all Afts of Parliament former* 
Jy made againft fabbath breaking, prophane and idle fwearing, drunkennefs, or other immoralities whatfoe vcr, 
ordaining the fame to be put to ftrift execution with all diligence. And for the better effeftuating thereof, 
do hereby impower, and ordains every prefljytery within this kingdom, to appoint one or more within their 
refpeftive bounds, whom they fliall think fit to choife, to take notice of the forefaid vices and immoralities, 
and to dilate and profecute the perfons guilty thereof before the magiftrates of the bounds, conform to the 
tenors of the faids Afts, and allowing to them, out of the fines and penalties that fliall be incurred, not only 
their whole charges and expences of the faid profecutions, but alfo fuch further rewards as the Lords of their 
Majefty's Privy Council fliall think fit. 

Anno 1695, c. 13. ' 

ACT againft Profan£N£95, 

Our Sovereign Lord and Eftates of Parliament, confidering that the twenty fifth Aft of the fecond Sef- 
fion of this current Parliament, intituled. Aft againft Profanenefs, and the afts generally and particvilarly 
therein ratified, has not taken the wiflied effeft, through the negligence of the magiftrates, o$cers, and others 
concerned to put the fame in execution ; do hereby authorife, and ftriftly require and enjoin all Sheriffs and 
their deputes, Stewarts and their deputes. Bailies of bailiaries and regalities and their deputes, MagiAxates 
of burghs royal, and Juftices of Peace, within whofc bounds any of the fins forbidden by the faid laws^ Ihall 
happen to be committed, to put the faids Afts to exaft and punftual execution at all times, without neceflitv 
of any difppnfation, and againft all perfons, whether officers, foldiers, or others, without exception, with, this 
certification, that fuch of the faids judges, as fliall refufe, negleft, or delay, to put the faids laws in excoiition^ 
- 1- .-^ f ^ — *-yr^^xy\s\rt^r nr k i rl: ^fftfllon. or anv_Dcrfon in their name, giving information, and off^rin^ 



ing, fliall, totics quotiesy Ise fubjeft and liable to a fine of One hundred Pound Scots, to 1>e applied for be- 
hoof ot the poor of the pariih where the fcandal complained on was committed ; Declaring hereby that the 
agent for the kirk, the minifter of the parifli, or any other perfon having warrand from hinii, or from the 
kirk-feflion within the parifli whereof the fcandal complained on was committed, fliall have good int<Nreft to 
purfue, before the Lords of SciSon, any of the forefaid judges who fliall happen to refufe, negleft, or delay, 
to put the faids laws againft profanenefs to exaft and pundual execution, who are hereby ordained -to proceed 
fuminarily without the order of the roll, and that it fliall l>e a fufficient probation of theif refufal, negled, or 
delay, if thepurfuer inftruft by an inftrument under anottar's hapd and witnefles thereto fubfcribing, and 
deponing thereupon, that he did infor n the faids judges of the (aids fcandal, and ofFei:ed a fufficient probation 
thereof, unlefs the judge fo puHued condefcend and inltrud that within' the fpace of ten days after the faid ap- 
plication, he gave order to cite the party complained on to compear before him within the fpace of ten days, 
smd that at the day of compearance he was ready and willing to have taken coguition and trial of tlie fcandal 
complained on, and inllrutt and condefcend on a relevant reafon why the faids laws were not put in execu- 
tioa againft the perfon complained on. 

Anno 1701, c. 1 c, 
ACT againft Profan£N£SS. 

Ratifies and approves the Afts following, vi?. the Aft of Parliament 1672, intituledAcl againft Pro- 
fanenefs, whereby all members of his Majcfly's Privy Council, or Lords of Seffion, with all judges ordinary 
having dieir refidencp, or keeping courts in any paroch, are ordained to execute or caufe exacute the faid laws 
againft any fuch delinquents therein as Ihall be dilated to them by the kirk-feflions or other church judicatories, 
with power to the kirk-feffion and heritors to name a coUeftor of the fines; as alfo, where none of the fore- 
faid perfons iri authority refide, to nominate a perfon refident within the paroch, whom they fliall offer to the 
judge ordinary of the bounds, to the end he may grant them a deputation to the effeft forefaid : As likewise 
to modify and appoint fuch fees to the faid coUeftors out of the faids fines as they fliall find juft, and that the 
remainder of the faids fines be applied for the ufe of the poor, in manner fpecified in the faid A:L — The Adc 
of Parliament 1693, alfo intituledAft againft Profanenefs, whereby every prefljytery within this kingdc^m is 
impowered and ordained to appoint one or more within their refpeftive bounds to take notice of all vices 
and immoralities, and to dilate and profecute the perfons guilty, conform t9 the tenor of the former A^s, and 
allowing to them, out of the fines, not only their whole expences, but fuch rewards as the Lords of Privy 
Council fliall think fit. — The Aft 1695, likewife intituled, Againft Profanenefs, whereby all the judges ordi- 
nary and their deputes, and all juftices of Peace, within whofe bounds any of the faid offences fliiall happen, 
are authorifed and enjoyned to put the faid Afts againft Profanenefs to exaft and punftual execution at all 
times, without neceflity of any difpenfation , and againft all perfons, whether officers, foldiers, or others, 
without exception ; with certification that any of the fkid judges that fliall refufe or negleft to put the faid 
laws in execution, upon the application of any minifter, kirk-feffion, or any perfon in their name, informing 
and offering^fufiicient probation, he fliall be liable and fubjeft, toties quoties, to a fine of One hundred Pound 
Scots for the poor of the paroch where the fcandal happened ; declaring that the agent for the kirk, the mi- 
nifter, or kirk-feflion of the paroch, or any having their warrand, fliall have good intereft to purfue before 
the Lords of Seflion any of the faid judges refufing or neglefting as faid is. And that the faid refufal or ne- 
gleft fluU be fufiiciently proven by an inftrument under a nottar's hand and witneffes fubfcribing, and de- 
poning that the faid information was given, and probation offered, as the faid aft more fully bears. — And 
laftly, the Aft 1696, alfo intituled. Aft againft Profanenefs, in thehaill heads, articles, and claufcs thereof, all 
which laws and Afts of Parliament generally and particularly above narrated. His Majcfty, with advice and 
confent forefaid, ordains to be put to ftrift and punftual execution in all points ; and farder, all miniflers 
and kirk-feflions, and heritors, concerned, are hereby required and ordained to do and aft their parts faith- 
fully in the premifes, as they will be anfwerable ; and in cafe any perfon fliall be excommunicate for not an- 
fwering, or for not obeying and fatisfying the church, when proceffed before them for profanenefs and immo^ 
rality, or in cafe that any perfon, cited on the account forefaid, fliall be declared by the church to be contu- 
macious, then, and in either of thefe cafes. His Majefty, with advice and confent forefaid, ftatutes and or- 
dains, that, upon application made by a Prefl)ytery, Provincial Synod, or General Affembly, to his Majef- 
ly's Privy Council, reprefenting the fame, the Lords of Privy Council fliall reprefent the faid matter to His 
Majefty, that he may be duly informed anent the forefaid perfon found guilty or contumacious^ as faid is., 
as a pqrfon not fit to be employed or continued in any place of public truft civil or military. 

^ie above printed under the infpeSiion of the Special Committee appointed for that 
purpofe^ and ordered to be tranfmitted to the feveral Prejbyteries. ' 

ANDREW DALZEI^ Cl, Eccl. Scot. 
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OF THE 

ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held at 
Edinburgh in the year 1794, which are not printed 
it full length. 

T!hurfday^ May 15. 1794. Sejf. \, 

AFter Sermon by the Reverend Dr Thomas Har- 
dy, one of the Mlnifters of the City, and Kegius 
Profeflbr of Divinity and Church Hiftory in the Uni- 
verfity of Edinbur^, Moderator of the iaft General 
Aflembly, the Miniflers and Ruling Elders convened 
in theAflembly-houfe in the nfual manner: And, 
after prayer by the faid Dr Thomas Hardy, the Re- 
verend Dr Robert Arnot, Profeflbr of Divinity in 
St Mary's College, St Andrew's^ being unanimoufly 
chofen Moderator, he, at the Afleoibly's defire, took 
the Chair. 

The King's Commiflipn to the Right Honourable Da- seePriotedAas, 
viD Earl of Leven, to reprefent his Majefty -s Royal No. L 
Perfon, read, and ordered to be Recorded. 

The King^s moft gracious Lietter to this Aflembly, read, and No. II 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiflioner's Speech at the opening of the Aflem- 
bly, and the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gra- 
cious. Letter* 

An Humbje and Loyal Addrefs to his Majefty on the pre- 

fent ftate of public aiffairs'; agre^ to, and a Commit- ^ 

tee appointed to prepare the \ixt\t. 

A Committee named for reviling theCommtfiions to the 
Members of this Aflembly, Cenforing abibm^ from 
the diets thereof, naming Minifters to preaeh before 
his Grace the King's Cbmmiffioner, arid receiving Lifts 
of Probationers in the feveral Preftiyteries^ ift order 
to their being recorded. 

A Committee for Overtures named. 

A Committee for bills, references, and 'appeals^ named« 

Adjournment. 

K Friday J 
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Friday^ May 16. 1794. Sejf. 2. 
Sederunt. 

New Commiilions produced. 

A diet fpent in Prayer. 

Ad VII, of the Aflembly 1718, for; the better difpatch 
of the bufinefs of the Aflembly, read, and the obfer- 
vation, thereof enjoined, 

Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Com- 
midioner. • : : . 

The Committee for revifing Commiilions appointed to 
hieet. 

The Committees for overtures ^ud hills; and. the Com- 
mittee for anfwering the K.ing'&, Le"er, app9^nted to 
meet. * 

Adjournment. 

■ S^aturday^Mayi^. ij^^^Jlej: ^. 

Sederunt^. .:[•:. 

New GMDiniflions pxpduced. 

The Moderator ^2Mde ^n apology for theabfence of the 
Procurator, who was confined by fevere indtfpofition 5 
.*wbich apology was unanimously fuftaiftVd ; /and, at 
the fame time, the.Aflembly ex prefled their regret for 
the caufe of the, Procurator's abfehcei -^ 

^^ ^^°*«^-*^^^ The draught of the, Anfwer to the K^^ mbft gradous 
letter to this Aflembly being brought in' and ap- 
proved, his Grace the Commiifipner, at the Aflembly's 
requeft, undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Ma- 

tnd No. IV. The draught of a Humble and Loyal Addrefs to^ his 
Majefty, on the prefent (late of public af&irs, being 
brought in and approved, his Grace the Commiflion- 
er, at the Aflienably's requeft, like wife undertook to 
tranfmit the farrje to his Majefty. 
The Report of the Committee for Overtures given in 
and read. 
'It was .objeded to the Conimiflion from the City of 
Glafgow, " That it is fubfcribed by a perfbh of the 
*^ name of John Orr, without the defignation pf 
"Clerk.*' The .obje<^ion fuftaiped/and the Com- 
^ miflioQers named ordained to, be expunged from the 
rolL 

It 
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It was objeded to the ?Gommiffion from the Burgh of 
Wigton, ViXhat the Rirk Seffioo^s atteftation is fign- 
" ed Andw. Donan Mr. and Jabfi' Hatbvrn Elder.^^ 
The ObjeSiba repdled; and' the Conimiifion iufirain* 
ed. • ■ ' •• ' 1 f, ,/ .1. !i«,.: ; . 'j.: ' ••••..' 

TheiRoll* of-Gaufeslrranfaiittcd hy the Commktee for 
Bills called for, produced, and read. . » ^ 

Agreed to take up the caufe againft Mr Shephecdat Da- ^ 
viot on Thurfday next. 

A Committer rranacd tpltevife'thi&Adings and Proceed- 
ings of the Commiflion of the laft General Afl^mbly- 

A Committee named to revife thp Adlings and Proceeds' 
ings of the Committee appointed^By laft Aflembly for 
thanagiiig the Royal-' B6urity' for r^fbrnianon of the* 
Highlands. and' Jflanclst ,, ' ' '•'' • ' 

A ComtnittefeWmed tbtrvife thea'cffifti'nts ofthePWcu- 
rator and Agent for the Churcl\ and other f)i?bj!<f^ ac- 
counts,^ confider the ftate df ^lie Gffiurch's public too*- 
ney,''dtid prepare Overtures about tHe fttmel ' ''^ 

The ^cimmittefe for Overtures ^pcfirfted t6 mtit *^is 
evehitigj and en^powered to 'receive from the rf^veral 

- Memb^s ^ny;teihtiftionsVgi^en\to' them by tfhfe re- 
fpedive 'Synod^ dr '^refbytdriesV Slafs the [tiiittcrs 
therefh contained, and preplare Ovei-tiires there6n to the 
Aflembly;, and to receive and confi^dfer any acc6'dtii;s. that 
iQiail be ^iven them:pf ttie fliate bf t'He Chufcfi In the 

- "North Highlands^ * particularly concerning the' growth 
prf^opeTy and Supierftition, and* prepare Overtures for 

• preventing and fujppreffiTig t^rieibf. ' 

The Committee of Bills appoititecl'tpmeet^ 
Aiijolirnment. • '; * ^ ^ '*- ^^ 






Sederunt. ,' ' '; \ ' , ^* ^ ' ^ ■' ' •-'"' \ 

New Cotijmifnoris pi-bduced.., ' ^' • ' 
The RfepbVt of thj^ Ccimmittee fit ' Overtufes" tailed for. 
-grVenib, :andrek'd. ' V /' \ ^'/' ' V 



« the CorritnifConer's nanie or^^fydtb be'ejmuqeied from 

The Overtures (ibhtainfe^1n>he'K:ei)o'rt bf the Cotrimit- 
' : tee; ordered to n^fcln Hie table] '' : •*, 
Report bf the Coiiimitt,ee for fitUs called for; produced, 
and read. ' - -^ • - ^^ \ 

daufes fixed for hearing. 

Days 
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Days fixed for bearing Orcrtiires, and to receive the 
Report of the Comnittee on tbe Enzie fuad» 

Synod Books called for. 

ComTnittes appointed to revife the Synod Books of Lo- 
thian and Tweeddale, Dumfries, and Aberdeen. . 

The Committees for Overtures and Bilk appointed to 
meet. 

AdjourbiBettt. . : . . ., , 

T^day, May ap. 1794. Seffl 5, 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiflion produced. . 

Report of the CcHnmittee for. Overtures called for, given 
in, and read. 

Report of the CooijjRittee for Bills called for,- given in^ 
and read. , 

Conimittees appoiottwl to meett 

An Appeal, at the infiance of James Henderfon of 
Blairs,,.and others^Heritors and Elders, an().^eads^ 
of Famiiiesi, of the unrfed jpaxifhes of Larbcrt and 
Dunipace, from a (entence on the Synod of Perth. and 
Stirling, of dat^ the i6th Odober.laft, in a procefs at 
tbeir.inftance againft Mr, Robert |LnDx,, Pxf^chpr of 
rthe G.ofpel, ^prefentee to thefe parifhes, pbaf2;|ug him 
vrith certain improper pradices, h^ard. The !/VfIem- 
bly unanimoully afi^rmed the f^ntence of the Sy>)od 
of Perth and Stirling, in as far. as it reveries < the fen* 
tence of the Prefbytprj of. Stirling, .and finds the libel 
not relevant; an^ declared the Taid libel irrelevaQt^ 
and difmifs the fame accordingly; and appoint the 
Prelbytery of Stirling to proceed to moderate in, and 
judge of, a call to Mr Robert Knox^ on or before the fe* 
cond Thurfday of July next ; and, in the event of any 
appeal or complaint taken ag^joi^ the judgmoot of 
the PreAytery on the call, or in ady other ft^^ 
proceedings in this caufe, the AfTepibly empovr^i* their 
Comnaifllon to jud^e of fpch appeals and conopl^tnts, 
and to.giye (lich orders as they (hall fee necefiary for 
carrying on the fettlfement of the prefentec^ .a^ord« 
ing to tl^e riiles of the Church: And the Aflembly ap- 
point the Prefbytery of Stirling from the tirpeof their 
firfi ordinary meeting, and until the call fhall 'be fa** 
ilained, to employ or )aUow their own Members only^ 
or the prefentec^ tp: perform Divine. Serylceii^ the 
united paxifhes of JLabert and Dunipace* 

An 
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An Appedl at the inffance of John Miller and others. 
Heads of Families, in the parifli of Dunfyre, from a 
fentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale^ 
difmiiEng the appellants petition againft the tranlla- 
tion of the Reverend Mr Patrick Mollifon, from the 
parifli of Walfton to the parifti of Dunfyre, heard : 
The Aflembly reverfe the fentence of the Synod, and | 
find^ that in the particular circumftances of this ca(e^ \ 
the tranflation of Mr Mollifon from the parifh of i 
Walfton to the pari(h of Dunfyre is inexpedient ; and f 
therefore refufeto grant the faid tranflation, leaving! 
it to the patron of Dunfyre to prefent a qualified! 
perfon to that parifh, according to law^ 

The Committee of bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 



Wtdnefday May 21. 1794. Sejf. 6. 

Sederunt. 

^ew Col[nmiffions produced. 

Overtures read, and the confideration of them delayed 
till a future day. 

Report of the Committee for Bills called for, given in, 
and read. 

A Diftent and Complaint by Mefirs George Chapman 
and John Inglis, members of the Prefbytery of Perth, 
from a fentence of that Prefbytery, refpeding a Cha- 
pel of Eafe at Perth 5 heard. The General Aflembly, 
i^vithout a vote, reverfed the fentence of thePrefl>ytery 
of Perth, in refped of certain circumftances ftated to 
the Afl[embly, and find it inexpedient to eftablifti tha 
chapel in queftion under the direiSlion of the peti- 
tioners ; biit, from the neceflity which in the cour(e 
of the proceedings has been reprefented to exift 
for an additional place of worfliip in the town and 
parifli *of Perth ; and to provide fufficient accommo- 
dation for religious worfliip to all the inhabitants 
thereof ; The Aftembly inftrud the Preft)ytery of 
Perth, in cafe an application fliall be made to them 
by the Magiftfates and Kirk Seflion of Perth, for an 
additional place of worfliip under their own manage- 
ment, fubjed tEo the jurifdiiftion of the Preftijrtery, to 
pay all due attention to fuch application, fo as moft 
efieduaiiy and i^eedily to fecure the objed in view. 

L The 
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The Afletnbly agreed to refolve themfelves into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe on the caufe of Mr Shep- 
herd at Daviot, to meet to-morrow at eleven o'clock j 
and authorifed faid Committee to receive any papers 
that might be tranfmitted t;o them in the faid caufe 
by the Committee of Bills. 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills ^appointed to 
meet. 

Adjournment* 

Tbttrfdayj May 22. 1794. Sejf. 7. 
Sederunt. 

Mr Thomfon at Carnock withdrew his diflent from the 
Aflembly's decifion of. yefterday, refpeding the Ca- 
pe) of Eafe of Perth. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures called for, given 
in, and read. 

Report of the Committee of Bills called for, given in, 
and read. 

Agreed to take up the caufe anient the fettlement of 
Crofs and Burnefs on Saturday. 

The report of the. Committee of the whole hbufe on the 
caufe, the Prefbytery of Garioch againft MrRobertShep* 
herd, minifter of Daviot, read, and approved of. The Af- 
ftmbly therefore ordained the paflages in the printed cafe, 
which were marked by the clerk in prefence of the Com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, and now read over, as far as 
they are admitted into the record, to be expunged by 
the clerk of Aflembly ; and the other paflages in the 
printed cafe to be expunged by Mr Skene Keith at the 
-bar, who acknowledged hiiiifelf to be refponfible for 
themi And the Aflembly agreed, That after the de- 
cifion in this caufe, they will deliberate upon the de- 
gree of cenfure which may be due to the Prefljytery 
t3f Garioch, and Mr Skene Keith for having iuferted 
the faid paflages contained in the faid printed papers : 
Farther, the Aflembly find. That the faid Elfpeth Far- 
quharfon, Margaret Farquharfon, and Alexander Paip 
are totally inadmiflible as witneflt^s in this caufe; and 
inftrud the Preft)ytery of Garioch not to examine 
any of thefe three perfons j and farther, That they 
fliall admit no witnefl^es to be examined by either par- 
ty upon any thii^g faid extrajudicially by the faid El- 
fpeth Farquharfon, Margaret Farquharfon, and Alex- 
binder Paip, or by any other perfons at any period 
whatever 3 and that they ihall admit no evidence to 

reprobate 
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reprobate the teftimony of the witnefles examinbd to 
eftablifh the objeflions againft the admiffibility of the 
faid Elfpeth Farquharfon, Margaret Farquharfon, and 
Alexander Paip. The Aflembly difmifled the three 
appeals refpeding Jean Thomfbn, John Maitland and 
Elfpeth Farquharfon. Tht Aflembly find, That in re- 
fped of the judgment already given, it is unnecefTary 
to t^ke up th^ reference from the Synod of Aberdeen. 
Likewife, in refped of the judgment already given, 
the counfel for Mr Shepherd having appeared at the 
bar, and judicially pailed from all the appeals taken 
by hiu) againfl the fentences of the inferior courts. 
The Aflembly declared the faid appeals pafled from 
accordingly. And farther, the reprefentatives of the 
Prefbytery of Garioch, in refpeiSt of the judgment al- 
ready given on the firfl reference,, having judicially 
'withdrawn the reference from the Prefbytery of Ga- 
rioch relating to William Angus and Rachel Gibb, 
The AfTembly declare the faid reference withdrawn 
accordingly. And the reprefentatives of the PreJ[by- 
tery of Garioch having likewife judicially wiih4ra\i^ 
their petition and complaint againft the conduct of 
the Synod of Aberdeen, The ^flcmbly declare the 
faid petition and complaint withdrawn accordingly. 
Finally, The Aflembly dired the Prefbytery of Ga- 
rioch, if they fhall be advifed to proceed farther in 
this caufe, to conclude the proof, and give a final 
judgment in the whole matter, betwixt and the meet- 
ing of the Synod of Aberdeen in Qdober next.' 
The Aflembly, in terms of the above judgment, pro- 
ceeded to deliberate upon what degree of cenfure is 
clue to the Prefbytery of Garioch, and Mr Skene 
Keith, for ufing the exprefllons with fo much reafon 
complained of ; and having deliberated accordingly, 
unanimoufly direded their Moderator to intimate to 
IVIr Skene Keith at the bar, their diflatisfadion with 
bis condud, and the condud of the Prefbytery of 
Garioch, for. inferting in papers laid before the Af- 
fembly fuch highly cenfurable expreffions as thofe in 
queflion, and to recommend to him, and to the Pref- 
bytery, to be more upon their guard for the future, 
isv^ich refped to the exprefOons they ufe concerning the 
Church-courts or their brethren ; and which was done 
by the Moderator from the chair accordingly : And 
cbe Aflembly ordain an extrad of this minute to be 
tranfmitted to the Moderator of the Prefbytery of^ 
Oarioch J and ordain him to lay the fame before the 

Prefbytery, 
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Trefbytery, who are hereby appointed torcamfe the 

fame to be inferted in their record. 
The Confifnktee oa pubUc accounts appolated ito meet, 
AdjourttmeiK. . 

■Friday^ May ,2^. ly^^ Stff. 8, 

Sederunt. 

The public accounts, and the Report of the Committee 
on new Applications produced, and ordered to lie on 
the table till to*morrow. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund ^abli (bed by 
A& of Parliament for a provifion to Minifters Wi- 
dows, l^c. containing an account of their proceedings 
fince lad General Ailembly, and a ftate of the fund 
under their roanagment, given in, and ordered to lie 
on the table till to-morrow : And upon a motion^ 
thf thanks of the Houfe were given from the chair 
to Sir Henry MoncreifFWellwoed, for his fidelity, at- 
tention and prudence in the management of the fund. 

A Committee appointed to confider the overtures from 
the Prelbytery of St Andrew's, and from the Synod of 
Ferth and Stirling, refpedling the due obfcrvation of 
the Lord's Day, and to report to the Aflembly at a 
future diet. 

The Overture from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, a- 
nent printing the Larger Catechifm of this Church, 
was read :— Upon a motion, the Aflembly unanimoufly 
agreed* that it be recommended to the printer for 
the Church, to caufe a new ' impreflion of the faid 
Larger Catechifm to be printed with all convenient 
fpeed« 

The overture %y Mr Rankin, refpeding the religious 
education of youth was xead, and unanimoufly appro- 
ved of, and a Committee appointed to frame the fub- 
ftance thereof into an 'ad and recommendation of the 
•General Aflembly, which they Ihdl lay before the 
Aflembly ;at a future diet; and which, upon being 
^approved of, fliall be inferted among the printed ads 
tof'this Aflembly. 

The .Afliembly then heard Mr Heron upon the fubjed of 
:his complaint againfl the Committee of overtures, for 
refufing to tranflnit his overture to the Aflembly. 
Upon a motion made, the Aflembly unanimoufly ap*- 
proved of the Report of the Committee of Overtures 
reipeding this overture. 
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A: Gommittctapfpointed to <:otifidcr f he OTcrture ' refpcdt- ' 

ing Chapels of Eafe, to report to next Aflcmbly. 
The Committee of bills appointed to meet. 
.Adjouroment* 

!Saturliayy May 24. 1794. Seffl 9. 

Sederunt. 

A. new, Commiffion produced. 

The Report of the Committee. for bills called for, given 
' in^ and read. 
:KGi approving of the accotrat of Mr WiHiamHobertron, 

. Advocate, Proairator for the Church, and exonering 
and difcharging him and his cautioners of the fnm of 
L. 538 : 45 : 41^. Sterling, dilburfed by him, and ap- 
pointing that he take credit in his next-account for. 
the fum of :L. 38 : 6 : 4^ Sterling, heing the balance 
due to him, 
/Ad -approving of the account of^Dr Wilfiam Gloag, 
fub-clerk of Aflembly, and exonering and difcharging 
him of ;^the film of L.48 : O : i Sterling, difburfed by 
.hivct, and .appointing that He take"' credit in his next 
account ^for the fum of L. 10: lo*. 1 Sterling, 'teing 
the balance due tt> 4)in>. ' *' - 

-Aft approving ^f the account of Mr Jairies 'Didkfon, 
Printer fo'r the Church, and ordering payment of the 
fum of L. 17 : 16-: 6 Sterli tig, l)femg' the amount 
ithcreof^ 

Ad approving of the account oF.Mr Elphiriftorie Balfour, , 

Stationer to the Ohtfrch, and oi'dering payment of the 
fum of L. 17 i iflt : 4i' Sterlhirg,^ feeing the amount 
thereof. ^ ' ' * 

The Report of the GommitrSe, ofn f he piibliC' funds» of 
nhc Church called for; and- tlie 'Committee ordered to 
meet again on Monday nexti ' .: ..- 

The Report of the vifitors of the Commiftterifretbyd 
called for > the Cotnidifljori's c6rKiu£i appi^ved'of; 
thanks given to the Moderator^ df the CoocrmSflion^ 
asd their book oi^ddred to-be atteflfed. ' • ; ' 

The Report .of vthe Cdmifi^ttteQ for nift^ing^ rtiembfe!^ of Sec printed ASa, 
theCiommiflioh of tliis AffemWy, and preparing In- No. V. 
firuc^ions to theili^'»gify^n -in atid <t>pt^ved 6f. * The 
AiTembly added thereto Dr GeorjSje Hill, PrincJpbl of 
St Mary*s College, 8t Anfdrew*'s; in place of the Mo- 
derator ;- and aifo added thoib ]«9>hofe Commink>ns had 

^ been rejeded by this Afleinbly on account of -iiifor- 
mality^ fin%i from the city of GlafgCw, Archibald 

M > CampbfeH, 
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Campbell, Efqj Advocate; attd from the burgh of 

Perth, John Caw, Efq; prefenr Provort of Perth. 

The Report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty record 

given in and read ; the condud of the Managers ap* 

proved of, and tlieir book ordered to be attefted. 

SeeprititcdAfk, A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty 

^^* ^^* this year, with a Commiffion and inflrudbions to them. 

The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to 

be attefted. 
The Synod-book of Dumfries ordered to be attefted. 
The Synod-book of Aberdeen ordered to be attefted ; 
and, at the fame time, that the remarks given in upon 
that book by the Committee fliall be delivered into 
the hands of the Synod-clerk, to be laid by him be- 
fore the Synod for their coufideration. 
The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliftied by 
ad of Parliament for a provifion to Minifters widows, 
&c. again called for, and ordered to be recorded in 
the feparate regifter kept for that purpofe. . 
The Report pf the Committee appointed to claft the re- 
turns to overtures was called for, given in, and read. 
The Afi?mbly. ordered the. overture rcfpedling the 
licenfing of Probationers, and alfo the overture on the 
annexation and fuppreflion of parifties to be re-tranfl 
andNo,yiI. mitt^d, with a recpmmendatioQ to fuch Prefl)yteries 
as have Tent no. returns, to fend .up their opinions 
without farther delay ; which the Moderator from the 
xhair, at the Aftembly^s deftre, iatiinated to.all the 
reprefentatives erf: Pifeflbyteries pr^ejit. 
Upon a motion by , Sir Henry Mpnccf iff, in confequencc 
of a letter from the Lord Advocate, the Aflembly re- - 
appointed the (aniie Committee ad before, on the bill 
for defining and^ explaining th^^^jower of the Cbun of 
Teinds, with their forn^er po^r3, who are to report 
^o next Aflembly. . ., a 

The Report of the Comipittegonitfee Enzie fund called 
fqr^pf^oduced, and.r^ad : It yia^rtioved and feconded^ 
That the Aflembly approve of! the Report of the Com- 
mju^e, difmifs the complaiirH.of) ihe Diflenters, find 
^hat it was competent for the Committee on the £n« 
zie fund to' fupply the yatcaacy Jq the £nzte Miflion^ 
and that; therefore the Aflembly appfove of the Com- 
mittee's eledioq of Mr Cruiekfhank as their Miflionary 
to that diflrid uiKlier their charge, and confirm the 
fame. Another Knotion was made and feconded^ 
That the General AflTembly,. in coufideration that the 
Coinmittee on the £nzie fimd have exceeded their 

powers 
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powers in appoinfing Mr Cruickftiank to that Miflion^ 
^o therefore annul jthe Committee's appointment of 
the faid Mr CrmVkfliank, and declare the eledion 
void. The Aflembly agreed to the fbllorwing ftate of 
the rote, Firft or Second naotion; and the roll being 
called, and votes marked, it carried, Second motion : 
Therefore the General Aflembly, in confideration that 
the Committee of the Enzie fund have exceeded their 
powers, in appointingMr Cruickfhank to that Miflion, 
annul the Committee's appointment of the faid Mr 
Cruickihank, and declare the faid eledlion void. 

The Aflembly delayed the farther bufinefs of the JEnzie 
MiiBonary till Monday. 

The Committee of bills appointed totneet^ 

The Orkney caufe delayed till Monday. 

The Committee on the overture refpeding the due ob- 
fervation of the Lord's Day, appointed to lUeet. 

Adjournment. 

Monday, May 26. 1794. Sejfi tilt. 

Sederunu 

The Report of the Committee for biMs called for, given 
in^ and read* 

The Report of the Committee on new applications call- 
ed for, given in, and read 

A Committee appoioted to cbnfider of the means of 
giving moft ei&£tuat aid to the Preibytery of Hamil- 
ton and Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, in profecuting 
the bbjeds of their petition to the Afftmbly , refpedl- 
ing the caufe of the fchoolmafter; of Botkweil, atid to 
report to next Aflembly, 

As to the Petition from the SynoiJ of Aberdeen^ for aid 
from the public funds, the Aflembly authorife the 
Procurator* to ftate to the Court what fhair appear to 
him to be for the intereft of the Church, but under 
the exprefs condition thdt the funds of the Church 
ftiall nbt be fubjeded to any expcnce. 

Ai5 approVibg of the account of Mr George dkirncroU, 
agent for the Church, atid exopering and difcharging 
him of the fum of L. 68 : 7 : 7 Sterling difbuiTed by 
him, and appointing that he debit himfelf in his next 
account with the fum of L. 55 : i : i Sterling, heing 
the balance due by him. 

The Report of the Committee on the due obfervatxon of 
the Lord's day, was trailed for, given in, and read, 
together with the op^inion of the Solicitor-General, gi- 
ven at the defire of the Committee in the indiipofition 

of 
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of the Procaratort The Aflembly approved of the 
Report, with this amendmeat^ .that inftcadof the ap- 
pointment of a Committee, the Aflembly refer to the 
Commiifion to follow out what is contaiiied in the 
Report, .granting to them full power to that efied. 

Upon a motion made, the AHembly appoint their Mode- 
rator to write a letter of thanks to the Solicitor-Ge- 
neral for his great attention to the intereft* of reli- 
gion, and the reqdeft of the Committee of the Afleni- 
bly on this occafion« 

The Committee on the Overture refpcding the reltpous 

•education of youth, gave in the draught of an ad on 

that fubjed in terms of a former refolution of tlie Af- 

See printed ABa, fembly ; which draught being read, the Aflembly ap- 

No. iX. proved thereof, and ordained accordingly. 

Lift of Probationers ^produced j their names read out, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Committee on the embarrafled ftate of the Church's, 
funds renewed, to report to next Afliembly. 

Upon a motion made, th^ Moderator was authorifed to 
write a letter of thanks to Mr Charles Kerr, his Ma- 
jefty's Printer, for his ftrenUQus exertions, that copies 
of the Bible fliould be corredly printed, and furnifli- 
*ed at the mod moderate rate. 
—No. VIII. The Aflembly upon a motion made, agi^eed that the O- 
vVertureon the Annec(ation and Suppreiflon of pariflies, 
(hould be converted into an in t»eriio A<2 of the Af- 
fembly,^ . r 

The Cooimittee on the Qfkney grievances reikewed, and 
to. give in their Report .to n^xt Aflfembly. . 

The Aflembly, in purtiiance of the refolutiont of Saturday 
laft, pr-oceeded' to the farther confideration of the 
£nzie.Mifljom A motion wafi:<itiade .and feconded. 
That the Aflembly proceed immediately to. the elec- 
tion of a Miflionary for tht Enzie; and Mr Daniel 
Cruickfliank, houfe-governor to George Heriot^s. Ht>t- 
pital, was named as: a candidate well qualified for 
that Miflion : Another motion was made and fecond- . 
cd, That the Aflt?tobly ftiall eleft Mr George Middle- 
ton, an ordained Minifter refiding within the Prefl[>y- 
tery of Fordyce, Miflionary for the. Enzie : The Af- 
fembly agreed to put the vote Mr Cruickjbank or Mr 
Middleton : And the roll being called and votes mark- 
ed, it carried Mr Middleton. Therefore, the Gene- 
ral AflSrmbly, in whom the fole power of the appoint- 
ment of a Miflionary on the Enzie fund is vefted, ap- 
point the faid Mr George Middietou their MK&ona- 
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Ty to the faid diftrid of the Enzie accordingly'; ap- 
pointing him to officiate there in that capacity, ad vi- 
tarn aut culpatfij and giving and granting to him the fa* 
lary of L. ^^ Sterling per annum^ to commence from 
the ift'Of May current; with the other emoluments' 
belonging to that charge. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed, with the 
:former powers. 

A reference by the Prefbytery of North Ifles, refped- 
ing the fettlement of Mr William Grant in the pa- 
riiObes of Crofs, Burnefs and North Ronaldftiay in Ork-- 
ney , ^wias read .; and the AfTembly having heard Mr 
John Anderfon, did, without hearing the Counfel for 
the Patron and Prefentee^ unanimoully find. That 
there are no juft grounds of objedions againft the Pre- 
fentation given by Sir Thomas Dundas, Baronet, to 
Mr Grant the Prefentee, nor againft the certificates, 
and the extrad of his Licence produced by the faid 
.Prefentee; and in refpeft of the circumdances of this 
,cafe, the Aflembly appoint the Prefbytery of North 
Ifles to proceed without faKher delay to take the nc- 
ceflary Heps for fettling Mr Grant in the united pa* 
rifhes of Grofs, Burnefs^ and North Ronaldfhay, ac- 
cording to the rules of the Churchy and to proceed 
therein fo as to have the fettlement completed on or 
^fore the 15th day of September next, and to report 
their obedience to this fentence to the Commiflion in 
November next. And the Aflembly do farther una-, 
nimoufly find, that the condud of the Preihytery of 
North Ifles, with refpedl to the faid prefentee, has been 
oppreflive and vexatious, and do declare their high 
difapprobation of the fame, and ordain the Prcfl)yte- 
ry to infert an extrad of this judgment into their re« 
cords. 

All caufes brought before this Aflembly, and not difcufled 
by them, referred to the Commiflion, with power to 
judge and finally determine therein : And the Comtiiif- 
fion empowered to follow out the objedts of the report 
of the Committee of the Aflembly relating to the oh- 
fervation of the Lord's day j and alfo to judge and fi- 
nally determine in any queflion which may be brought 
before them relating to the fettlement of the parifhes 
of Larbert and Dunipace;^nd to the fettiement of Mr 
William Grant in the pariflies of Crofs and Burnefs. 

Proteftation admitted at the inftance of the Prefl^ytery 
x)f Churnfide againft Sir John Stirling, Baronet, and 
iothers, fubfcribers for a chapel of EaCe at Renton. 

N Proteftation 
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Proteftation admitted at the inftance of Mr Sarid Black, 
ia the Caufe of Mr Motr, Student in Divinttj. 

A Committee named to revife the minutes of the Afiem- 
bly^s proceedings at this, and all other diets thereof, 
and to pitch upon fuch of the Ads of the Ailembly as 
are to be ftanding rules, in order to their being print- 
ed. 

The Moderator's (peech to the Af&mbly, and eo his 
Grace the CommiiEoner. 

The Lord High Commiflioner's fpeech to the Aflembly* 
SeeprintedAds, Ad appointing next diet of Ailembly* 

'^ The Aflembly concluded with Prayer^ finging of Pfalms, 

and pronouncing the Blefiing. 
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The King's Commiflion to David Earil 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 

Edinburgh I May aiv 1795* 

THE General Assembly of this national 
Church being convened and conilituted^ 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven,. ^the 
King's Commiflion, fealed with the feal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in 
Scotland^ in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and coniftituting him his Majefty^s High Commiflioner 

and 
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and Rcprefentative in this Aflembly ; which CbnftniC- 
iion was publicly read with all due honour and refped, 
and ordered to be recorded in the books of Aflembly ; 
— the tenor whereof follows : 



'J^EORGIUS^ Dei gratia^ Magna Britannia^ Trancia^ 
^^ et Hibernia ReXy Fidei Defen/QT : Omnibus probis bomi- 
nibus^ad quos prafentes lit era nojira pervenerint^ falutem. 
^andoquidem Nos coriftder antes ^ qttod Centralis Ecclejtd 
Scotia Conventus in vigejimum pritnum diem Maii proximi 
convenire ordinatus fuit s Nofque abundecupidi, et necejjfarium 
ejfe judicantes in commodum diBa ecclejia^ ut idem ecc{efia 
generalis conventus die JIatuto debite obfervetur^ atque rebus 
magni moment i Nos alio vocantijbus^ diBq convent ui perfona^ 
liter interejfe nequimus j Nofque abunde fatisfaSii defuffici- 
" ^ntii et fideUtate fidelijftmi et predileSltfJimi Nofiri confan^ 
guinei Davidis Comitis de Leven, quod adfummum munus 
:Noflri fupremi Comrhifjionarii ad didum generalem conventum 
rite exercendum et obeundum ufquequaque fit inflruSus : No- 
veritis igitur^ Nos nominaje, conflituiffey et ordinaffe^ teno^ 
reque prafentium^ nominarCf conflituere^ et ordinate^ memo- 
ratum fideliffimum et pradile6l\ffimum Noflrum confanguineum 
Davidem Gomitem de hey en, fupremum Nojlrum Commif 
ftonarium diBo generali ecclefia Scotia conventui^ dando et 
concedendo illi plenam poteflatem, commiffionem^ et warran^ 
tumfacfam Nojlram Perfonam et auBoritatem regalem re- 
prafentandi, nee non prefentiam Noflram fupplendi, et locum 
Nojlrum in diBo fubfequenti generali convMtUy tanquam Com^, 
mtjjionario Nojlro ad hunc effeBum fpecialiter conjlituto^ te^ 
nendi, omrfiaque alia ad imperium et munus Commi£ionarii pro 
generati ecclefia conventu peragendi, tarn pleni adeoque liber e 
in quovis tefpeBu, quam quilibet alius in eodemfummo munere 
fecerat^feu quovis temporx praterito facere potuerat^ vel ac 
ft Nos ipfi perfonaliter prafentes facere potuerimusk ^aque 
-omnia etfingula qua diBus David Comes de Leven, in bac 
,No/lra iJlommiJJione profequenda ligitime fecerit, feu fieri ordi^ 
naverity Nos firmiter approbamusy et ratificamus. Infuper 
omnibus et ftngulis diBi conventus et ecclefia pajloribus et pre- 
Jbyteris caterifque quibufcunque, intra illam partem Magna 
Britannia Scotiam vocatam^ fubditis Nojlris^ cujufcunque 
gradus feu qualitatis, utdiBum Davidem Comitem de 
Leven, tanquam fupremum Nojlrum Commiffionarium^^ quoad 
effeBum et modumfupra mentionatum^ revereantur^ agnofcant 
et audiantjJlriBi mandamus et pracipimus : Atque banc No^ 
Jlram Commiffionem d diBo vigefimo primo die Maii, proximi 
dncipere, et deinceps durante fubfequente feffwne diBi generalis 

conventus 
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convenius in vigore continuare, declaramus^ vel t{fque dum 
a Nobis revocabitur^ et exonendntun In cujus rei tejiimo- 
nium^prefentibus JigiUum Nqftrum per Unionis tradatum 
eujlodiend. et in Scotii vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejufdem 
ntend. ordinai. ^ppendi mandavimus. Apttd aulam Nojiram 
apud St Jameses f vigejimo primo men/is Aprilis^ anno ,D(h 
fninimillejimofeptingentejimo^tnonagejimo quinto, Regni- 
que Nojlri anno trigejimo quarto* 

Per Jignaturam manu S.D.N. R^gis fuprafcriptam. 



♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦4# ♦♦♦♦♦♦t«44##^##^4#^4#^^4#f ♦#♦♦ 



IL 

The King's moft gtacious Letter to 
the General Aflembly, prefented to 
thembyhisMajefty's Commiffioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend and Well-beloved, We' greet., 
you well. — It is \?ith increafing fatisfadtion 
that We again embrace the opportunity of the meet*' 
ing of the General Aflembly of the Church of ScM- 
land, of afluring that Venerable Body of the high 
fenfe We entertain of their condudt in the difcharge 
of the important truils that have been repofed in 
them, and of declaring Our unalterable refolution to 
maintain the Eftablifhment they reprefent in the full 
and free enjoyment of all its rights .and ptjivileges. 
We have again conftituted Our Right Trufty and 
Right Well-beloved Ck)ufin, David Earl of Leven, 
to reprefent Our Royal Perfon in this Aflembly, be- 
ing well fatisfied with his upright and faithful con- 
dud in the execution of that important truft, and 
not doubting but he mufl continue to be acceptable 
to yog, from the afiedlion to the Church of Scot- 
land, and the zeal for the interefts of Religion, 
which he has manifefted on fo many former occa- 

B flons. 
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fioiis« The indiflblable coimedioa which fubfifis, 
«nd ever nufi fubfift, between tke temporal proipe^ 
rity of a people and tbeir firm adhu'ence to tbe 
practice of Religion and Virtue, gives to the imme- 
diate objeds of yoQr deliberation an im|Mi^taticey 
which, in proportion as it dignifies yoar duty, calls 
npon yoti) at the fame time, for the moft sealous and 
faithful difcharge of it ; and as nothing can ever be 
nearer Our heart than the happinefs of Oar people^ 
fo no fervices will ever be more highly acceptable to 
Us, than fuch as tend to promote it. Relying upon 
the wifdom and difcretion you have at all times fo 
eminently difplaycd, We commend yon to the pro- 
tedion of the Divine Providence, through the bleflP- 
ing of which upon your pious endeavours, We firmly 
truft you will bring this meeting to a happy conclu- 
fioh. And {q we bid you lieartily farewell. — Given 
at Our Court at St James's, the nth day of May 
1795; in the thirty ^fifth year of Our Reign- 
By his Maje(ly*sr Commaod^ 

PORTLAND. 

Add^fled thus: — Ilo the Right Reverend The Moderator, 
Minifiers and Elders of the Generai jiffimbfy jtf the 
Church (^Scotland. 



nifffitfifflfl^^ 
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The General Affembly's Anfwer to 
the King's moft gracious Letter. 



May it pleafe your Majeftyf 

THE gracious letter with which your Majcfty has 
been pleafed to honour this meeting of the 
General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland was 
received with profound refpe<5t and gratitude. 

It 
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It yields us the htgheft fatisfaAioo^ that our con* 
>dttd la difcharging the important truils which have 
been repofed in us, has received Your Majefty's appro- 
bation ; and we rely with entire confidence on Your un- 
alterable refoiution to maintain our National Church 
in the full and free enjoynmnt of all her rights and 
privileges. 

The hereditary and warm attachment of the Earl of 
LsvEN to the interefts of religion and good govern- 
xnenty his affedionate regard to the Church of Scot- 
land) his amiable character and exemplary conduct in 
private life, together with his approved experience 
and knowledge in the duties of the high office with 
which he is entrufted, render the re-appointment of 
him to reprefent Your Majefty*s Royal Perfon a moft 
acceptable mark of favour to this Aflembly. 

Your Majefty's Royal Donation for the propagation 
of Religion in the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
we receive as a repeated proof of Your paternal at- 
tention to the fpiritual, as well as to the temporal in* 
terefts of Your fubjeds ; and it (hall be our ei^dea- 
vour, by a wife and faithful application of it, to pro- 
mote the pious and benevolent purpofe for which it 
was beftowed. 

Firmly convinced as we are of the indifibluble con- 
nexion which muft ever fubfift between the temporal 
profperity of a people and their adherence to the prac- 
tice of Religion and Virtue, we fliall exert our moft 
ftrenuous endeavours to maintain and improve that 
^ happy union, by impreiffing a juft fenfe of the blefled 
efifeds of it upon the minds of all chofe who are com- 
mitted to our care : And we truft, that the great ob- 
jeds of our deliberations yrill, upon all occafions^ ani- 
mate us to perfevere, with increafing zeal and dili- 
gence, in the difcharge of our duty, upon which they 
reflect fo much dignity. While we rejoice in the per- 
fuafion, that nothing is ever dearer to Your Majcfty, 
or nearer to Your heart, than the happinefs of Your 
people, we have, at the fame time, the fatisfadlion of 
knowing, that no fervices can ever be more acceptable 
to You, or can more effedlually fecure to us the conti- 
nuance of Your Royal approbation. 

Your Majefty's reliance on the wifdom and difcre- 
tioti of this Church, is a powerful incitement to us to 
keep conftantly before us the important ends of our 
meeting, and an encouragement to carry on all our 
deliberations with that fpirit of moderation and una- 
nimity 
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Himity^bich is fo becoming the charader we bear, 
and fo well calculated to bring this prefent tneeting of 
the General AfTembly co a happy and fatisfadory con* 
clufion. 

That Almighty God, tbe Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, may protect Your Majesty^s Perfon, dired 
Your Councils, and profper Your Adminiftration ; that 
he may blefs our gracious Qjjeen, their Royal High- 
nefles the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all 
the RoyaLt'amily J and that, after reigning long, with 
wifdom and felicity, over a free, happy and grateful 
people. You may receive that crown of righteoufuefs 
which fadeth not away, — are the earnefl; Prayew 
of, 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

Your Majefty 's moft faithful, 

Moft obedient. 

And moft loyal Subjeds, 

n'be Minifters and Elders met in ibis Na^ 
tionalAJfembly of the Cburcb of Scotland. 

Signed in our name. 
In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 



Edinburgh, 7 
Afoy23. 1795. 5 



JAMES MEEK, M^dcratou 



IV 
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IV. 

Address to His Majcfty on the Nup- 
tials of His Royal Highnels the Prince 
of Wales, with Her Moft Serene fligh- 
nefi Caroline Princefs of Brunfwick. 

May it pUafe Your Majejly^ 

WE Your Majefty's moft datifal and loyal fubjeds, the 
Minifters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, 
tnet in the General Aflcmbly, beg leave humbly to ap* 
proach the Throne, with our warmed congratulations on 
the marriage of Hrs Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
with an Amiable Princefs of the Illuftrious Houfe of 
Brunfwick,— an Houfe from which has fprung a Race of 
Kings, under whofe aufpicious Government, our National 
Liberty and Profperity have been fecured and increafed. 

This important event muft at any time have been inte- 
refting to us, as it flatters us with the pleafing hope of ha- 
Ting Your Majefty's Royal Line extended down to the 
lateft Pofterity, and as it contributes to Your domeftic 
happinefs : But efpecially, in the prefent period, have we 
feen, with the moft unfeigned joy. Your Majefty's pater- 
nal wiflies fo happily fulfilled by this aufpicious Union, 
which, having dii&fed fuch univerfal fatisfadioh through 
the whole empire, gives Your Majefty at once the ampleft 
proof, that You poflefs unimpaired the warmeft affedion 
of Your fubjeds, and the ftrongeft fecurity that Your 
Royal Family fhall ever retain it. 

But while we contemplate with pleafure the increafed 
ftability of Your Majefty's Throne, apd the internal hap- 
pinefs of Your People, we cannot turn our eyes on the 
prefent diftraded ftate of Europe, without the moft an- 
xious foUcitude j nor behold the vigorous exertions of 
this Nation under Your Majefty's diredlion, without pray- 
ing fervently, as fervants of the God of Peace, That He 
may be pleafed to blefs with full and fpeedy fuccefs^ the 
' G , energy 
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energy of Your Majefty's Counfels and Arms, for the. re- 
ftoration of public tranquillity; entertaining full confi- 
dence in Your Majefty's wlfdom, that no favourable op- 
portunity ihall be loft, in procuring the blefling of a fafe, 
honourable, and lafting peace. 

That Almighty God may ever have Your Majefty un- 
der His peculiar care ; that you may reign long, and hap- 
pily, over a Free and Loyal People; that He may bleft 
our Gracious Qiieen, and all the Royal Family ; that He 
may blefs Their Royal Highnefles the Prince andPrincefs 
of Wales, with all domeftic felicity, and prfjferve them in 
the paths of Religion and Virtue, and that, a Race of 
Kings defcended from Them, may fway tile fceptre of 
thefe Lands to the lateft ages, are the earaeft prayers of, 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty *smoft dutiful, 

Moft faithful, and moft obedient Subjects, 

The Minijirrs and Udersniet in this National 
Jifftmbly'oJ the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

• In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 



y. 
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V. 

Address to His Royal Highnefi the 
Prince of Wales, on the Event of His 
Marriage. ' > 

May it phafe Tour Royal Highwfs^ 

WE, the Minifters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in the General Afiembly, beg leave, re- 
fpedfully, to approach Your Royal Higltnefs^ with our 
warroeft congratulations on Your marriage with an Amia* 
ble Princefs of the Illuftrious Houfe of Brunfwiclu 

Zealouily attached to our free and happy Gonftitution ^ 
in Church and State, we mod cordially rejoice in an 
event, which, while it brings to Your Highnefs fo great an 
acceffion of domeftic happinels, ajffords to the Britiih Em- 
pire an additional fecurity for the continuance of the nia* 
ny and important bleffiugs it has fo long enjoyed, under 
the raild and aufpicious Government of the auguft Houfe 
of Hanover. 

That Your Royal Highnefs, and Your Amiable Confort, 
may be adorned with alt thofe Virtues which give true 
dignity and luftre to Your exalted Station ; that Divine 
Providence may beftow upon You a large portion of pro- 
fperity and glory, and blefs You with a Race of Princes 
to fwry the Sceptre of thefe Realms, over a free, loyal, 
and happy people to lateft pofterity; and that, after a 
long enjoyment of earthly bleffings, You may be received 
into the Manfions of Eternal Felicity, — are the fervent 
prayers of, 

May it pleafe Your Royal Highnefs, 

Your Royal Highnefs's mod devoted Servants, 
I'be Mhijiers and Elders met in this National 

Ajfembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name. 
In our prefence, ^ 

And at our appointment, by 

*4''r"9"'] JAMES MEEK, Moderator, 
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VI. 

Act enjoining Prayer for Her Royal 
Highncfs the Princefs of Wales. 

Edinburgh, May 2^. 1795. Sef. 3. 

THE Gjbneral Assembly confidering, that it hath 
pieafed God to blefsthi^ Nation with an addition to 
the Royal Family, by the happy marriage of His Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, do therefore enjoin all 
the Minifters of this Church, That they pray for Her 
Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales, as well as for His 
Majefty King George; His Royal Confort the Queen ; His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales; and all the Royal 
Family.; and, that Her Royal Highneis the Princefs of 
"Wales be named immediately after the Prince* 

aI/- j|/- -\l/- »i/- %L- %!<■ ,'i*, ,«|c A *i*, ,*V. ,'!» ^JA A *S^, *i^, ^. ^, .'^ >]^, .^, ,^, ,^, j|f, A A A A A A A iTL, *L, i*lft 
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VII. 

Commission of the General Aflembly, 
to certain Minifters and Ruling Elders, 
for difcufling affairs referred to them. 

Edittburgb, Af<ay 30. 1795. Sejl 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do no- 
minate, commiffion and appoint the Reverend Dr 
James Meek, Minifter at Cambullan.g, their Moderator : 
a, And 
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And, — ^Frora the Prejbytery of Kirkwall^ Mr William An- 
derfon at Evie and Rendal, Mr James Watfon at South- 
Ronaldfay, Minijiers ; Mr Alexander Youngfon, Turner to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytety of Cair- 
Jhne^ Mr Robert Sands at Hoy and Grcemfay, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls and Flota, Minijiers ; Mr Richard Ri- 
chardfon, merchant, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of North IJles^ Mr John Ahderfon at Stronfay 
and Eday, Mr James Izat at Weftray, Minijiers s John 
Grieve, Efq; Commlifloncr of Excife, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Prejbytery of Zetland^ Mr William, Jack -at North Ma- 
ven, Mr John Inches at Nefting, Minijfers; Profefibr An- 
drew Dalzel^ Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejby- 
tery of Edinburgh, Dr William Gloag, Dr John Walker at 
Collington, Dr Thomas Dayidfon, Mr William Cameron 
at Kirk-Newton, Mr James Finlayfoti, Mr Thomas Mac- 
knight, South Leith, Minijiers; Thomas Elder, Efq; of For- 
neth, Donald Smith, Efq; banker, Edinburgh, Charles Kerr, 
Efq; His Majefty's printer. Ruling Eidrrs.'-^From the City 
of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable Sir James Stirling, Ba- 
ronet, Lord Provoft of the City, Gonrener Thomas Hay: — 
From the Univerjity of Edinburgh, Principal George Baird : 
— From the Prejbytery oi Linlithgow, Mr Walter Jardine at 
Bathgate, Mr John Henderfon at Qu^enkferry, Mr James 
Rhind at Whitburn, Mr John Mu^kerfy at Weft Calder, 
Minijiers; Captain James Taylor, Queensferry, John Meek, 
Efq; of Campfield, Ruling £/^A?ry .^— -From x\\g BMrgb of 
^eensferry, Alexander Macnab, E!fiJ;^ one of the pfefent 
Magiftrates :-^From the Prejbytery oi Biggar, Mr <: John 
Gordon at Dolphington, Mr WilHam Forteous at RUbu- 
cbo, Mr William Strachan at Cultfer^ Minivers; John Dick- 
fon of Culter, Efq; Adrocate, Ruling Elder :-f-From the 
Prejbytery of Peebles, Mr Alexander Kerr iat Sl;obo, Mr 
Jamfts Gardner at Tweedfmuir, Minijiers j James Montgo- 
mery, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Eldiy: — Froiti ihaBurgb of 
Peebles, Andrew Hamilton, of Spittlehaugh, Efq; From 
the Prefiyiery of Dalkeith, Mr James Brown at Neswbattle, 
Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invcfeik, Mr William Scott at 
Dalkeith, Minijiers ; the Right Honourable Lord Advocate, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Haddington^ Mr 
James Innes at Yefter, Mr Andrew Nifbet at Garvald, Mr 
George Goldie at Athejftoneford, Minijiers j John HamiU 
ton, Efq; of Pencaitland, Ruling Eider: — From the Burgh of 
Haddington, Charles Brown of Coalftoh, Efq; Advocate: — 
From the Burgh of North Berwick, Sir Hugh Hamilton 

D DaJrympIe 
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of Succoth, Efq; Advocate : — From the Prejbytery of /)»• 
iioon^ Mr Archibald Maclea ad Rothfay, Mr Alexander 
Macfarlatte at Kilfinan, Minijlers ; John Lamont of La- 
mont, Efq; iRuling Elder :-^Fvom the Bur^ of Rotbfay^ 
William Macleod Bannatyne, Efq; Advocate:— From the 
Prejbytery oi Kintyre^ Mr George Robertfon at Campbel- 
town, Mr William Fraler at Gigha, Minijlerj; Mr Donald 
Campbell at Southend, Rating Elder: — From the Burgb 
of Inverary^ Humpry Trawford Campbell, Efq; younger 
of Afhnifh: — From tht Prejbytery of Lorn ^ Dr Jofeph Mac- 
iotyre at Glenorchie, Mr Francis Stewart at Kilchrenan, 
Minijlers ; John Campbell, Efq; of Lochend, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Prejbytery of Mull, Mr Dugal Campbell at Kil- 
finichan, Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Aff- 
nijlers ; Allan Macdougall of Hayfield, Efq; Ruling Elder: 
— YTomi\\tPrelbyteryofDnnkeld^ Mr William Chalmers 
at Auchtergavcn, Mr Alexander Niven at Dutikeld> Mr 
Archibald Menzies at Dull, Mr John Brodie at Kinloch, 
Minijlers; John Hagart, Efq; Advocate, David Steuart, 
Efq; merchant in Ltith, Ruling, Elders : — From the Pr^/- 
bytery oi Perth ^ Mr David Dow at Dron, Mr John Willi- 
fon at Forgdndenny, Mr Anthony Dow at Kilfpindy, Mr 
Thomas Kennedy at St Madoes, Minijlers s' ^r James 
Dickfon, bookfeller, Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Beatfon. 
writer to thfe Signet, Ruling Elders : — f'rora the Burgi or 
Perth, John Caw, Efq; late Provoft of Perth:— From the 
Prejbytery oi Stirling y Mr William Innes at Stirling, Mr 
Robert Ure jttnior at Aitth, Minijlefs; William Murray, 
Efq; of Touchadam, KuBig Elder ;-^From the Prejbytery 
of Aucbterarder, Mr^John Scott at Muthtll,' Mr Colin Bax- 
ter at Monivaird, Mr Ralph Taylor at Monzie, Minijlers j 
Peter Miirray, Efq; youngter of Auchtertyre, Ruling Elder: 
i-^From the. Prejbytery of Dunblane, Mr Patrick Orahattt 
at Aberfoyle, Mr David Simfon at TuHIallan, Minifiers ; 
Profeffor William Rixihardfon, Glaigow, Ruling Elder :-^ 
From the Prejbyttry of Dunfermline, Mr James ReitI ^t fieith, 
Mr David Balfour at Torryburq, Mr Walter Macalpin at 
Culrb(^, M/«//^rj;Srr Charles Preftort of Valleyfield, Ru- 
iing Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Kirkaldy, Mr David 
Swan at Scoonie, Mr Andrew Grant at Portmoak, Mr 
Thomas Scott at Balingrie, Min(/lers ; Alexander Park, 
Efq; of Lochore, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Kir- 
kaldy, Mr Anchevr IngHs, merchant in Kirkaldy: — From 
the Prejbytery of Cupar, Dr Michael Orecnlaw at Creich, 
Dr Andrew Brown at Falkland, Mr John Martin at Strath- 
mjglo^ Mr James Keyden at Dunbog, Minijlers ; Mr Da- 
vid 
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^id /Pitcairn in the <Mount, Mr Jobn Nivifon in Falk- 
land, Ruling Elders : -^ from the Pftjbyiery of St An- 
Mrew^s^ Dr Robert Arnot, Profeffor of Divinit^r, Mr 
John Mair at Cameron, Mr Archibald Gillies at St Mo- 
nans, Mr Alexander Brodie ^t Carnbic, Minijiersj Lieute- 
nant Qolonel Alexander Monypcnny, Profeflbr John Cook, 
Ruling Elders : — From the Bargb of St Andrew^ s, The 
Honourable Henry Erflcine, Dean of Faculty : —7 From 
the Univcrfityoi St Andrew" s^ Principal George Hill: — From 
the Burgb of Crail^ Mr Thomas Weir, writer in Edinburgh: 
From the Prejbytcry of MeigUy Mr James Stormonth at 
Airly, Mr James Badenocb at Kiiigoldrum, Mr Alexiander 
Thomfpn at Lintratben, Minifiers s Sir William R&mfay of 
BanfF, Bart. RuHng Eldtr :— From the Prefiynty of Fhrfar^ 
Mr James Mitchell 9J^ Aberlemoo^ Mr Thomas Wright at 
Rofcobie^ M/;aj/?tfrj/ Mr Joho MoncreifF, apothecary, 
Edinburgh, Rulirig Elder: — Frawi the Burgb of Por/ar, 
Robert Graham of Frntry, Efqi-^From the P^ejbytery of 
Dundee^ Mr Alexander Imtach at Murioes, Mr John An-» 
(^erfon at Dundee, Mr William Jobnfton at Monyfeith, 
Minivers j Mr Alexander ' Pitcairo^ infuraoce-blx^ker in 
Edinburgh^ Ruling Elddr : — Frbm the PnJbyUry off Aher- 
hrotbociy, Mr John Aitken at St Vigean's, Mr William . 
MilliganAt Kirkdcn, il^w^rj ; Mr Thomas Miln, mer- 
chant, Canpngate, Rulvug Elder :-^¥tom the Prejbytery of 
JSrecbiny Mr Andrew Gray at Caraldftone, Mr Alexander 
Peter at.Logte and Pert, Mr Andrew Fergufon at Mary toiin, 
Minijier^'^ James Wauqhope, Efqj younger of Ed monflonei 
Ruling Eld^r: — From, the PreJ^tery of Fardoun^ Mr John 
Brymer at Mary kirkj Mr James Walker at Dumiotter, Mr 
James Leflie at Fordpqn, Minifiers^i John -BurAet, Efq; 
Advocate,, /Jff//V?^ Elder.; — From the Prejbytcry of Aberdeen^ 
Mr James Shirrefs at Aberdeen, Mr William Wilfoh at 
Dycc, Mr George Gordon at Aberdeen, Mr James Frafer 
at Drumoak, Mincers ; William Robertfon, Efq; Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, John Gordon, Efq; of 
Craig, Ruling Elders : — From the Prejbytery of Kincardine 
0' Nraly Mr Robert Farquharfon at Logic Coldftone, Mr 
Jofeph Smith at; Birfe^ .Mr Alexander Henderfoh at Echt, 
Minijiersi William Maqdonald, Efq; of Reneaton, Ruling 
Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Alford, Mr Alexander 
Smith at Keig, Mr Alexander Urquhart at Tough, Mr 
William Spence at Glenbucket, MiniJUrs ; Jamers Gordon, 
Efq; younger of Craig, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejbytery 
of Gariocby Mr Thomas Tait at Meldrum^ Mr Alexander 
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DiifFat Monymuflc, Mr George Skene Keith at Keith-hall, 
Minifters\ William Gordon, Efq; yoiuiger of Rothney, 
Ruling Elder .-—From the Prcjbytery of Decr^ Mr John Lun- 
die at Lbanmay, Dr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr John 
Craigie at St Fergus, Mmfiers\ Mr John Taylor, writer 
to the Signet, Ruling Elder :— From the Frefhytery of 7«r. 
riff^ Mr John Miln at Inverkeithing, Mr John Falconer at 
Fyvie, Mini/iersy Mr Archibald Miln, writer to the Signet, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Fordyce^ Mr Alex- 
ander Mihie at Boindie, Mr Alexander Humphry at For- 
dyce, Minijlers'y Mr George Andrew, writer. Ruling Elder: 
— From the Frejbytery of Strathbbgie^ Mr John Cooper at 
Glafs, Mr Alexander Angus at Botriphnie, Minijleri ; Mr 
Baronv Gordon, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejbytery of 
Aberlour^ Mr Francis Leflie at Boharm, Mr George Cruik- 
(hank at Rothes, Minijiers ; the Honourable Arthur Duff 
of Ortpni Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Abernetby^ 
Mr Patrick Grant at Duthill, Mr John Anderfon at Kin^ 
guiilie, Minijiers:, Dr Gregory Grant, phyfician in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder :-^From the Prejbytery of Elgin ^ Mr 
Lewis Gordon at Drainie, Mr James Gillan at Speymouth, 
Minijiers \ Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder .'-^From the Burgb of Elgin ^ Mr Francis Nicol, preacher 
of the Gofpel : — From xUe Frejbytery of Forres^ Mr William 
Stephci[i at Raflbrd, Mr John Macdonnell at Forres, AfiV«- 
Jlers; George CumrairtgbfrRelugas, Efq; writerto the Signet, 
Ruling, Folder : Fromthcf Prejbytery of Nairn^ Mr Alexander 
Graiu at Ciilder, Mr John Morrifon at Nairn, Minijiers ; 
Mr Akwn.der Grant, writer to the Signet/ Ruling Elder: — 
^Ton\ the Burgb of Invernefs^ Alexander Baillic, Efq; of 
Dpchfour :^From the Prejbytery of Cbanonry, Mr Robert 
Arthur at Kirkmichael, Mr James Smith at Avoch, Mini- 
Jlers ; Convener John Lindfay of Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of I'ain, Mr JohnUrquhart at Fearn, 
Mr Alexander Macadam at Nigg, Minijiers '^ Charles Rofs, 
Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejbytery of 
Dingwall, Mr Colin Mackenzie at Fodderty, Mi; John 
Downie at Urray^ Minijiers; 'Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, 
writer to rthe. Signet, Ruling Elder :^^From the Prejbytery 
of A^ertarpby Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkine, • Mr James 
Grant at Urquhart, Mi^ifl^rsy Mr James Grapt, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Uijl, Mr 
John Maple.pd at Harris, Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, 
Minijiers \ Hedlor Macdonald Buchanan, Efq; writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder : — ^From tht Prejbytery of Locbcarron^ 

Mr 
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Mr Roderick Morrifon at Kintail, Mr Alexander Downie 
at Lochalfh, Minijlers : — ^From the Prtjbytery of Dornoch^ 
Mr George Macculloch at Loth, Mr George Rannie at 
Creich, Minijlers \ Robert Bruce iEneas Macleod, Efq; of 
QA2Aho)\^ Bjiling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of tongue ^ Mr 
John Thomfon at Duirnefs, Mr William Mackenzie at 
Tongue, Minijlers *y Mr William Maclean, merchant in 
Edinburgh, i{i///«^ £/^/<fr;— From the Prejbytery of Caitb^ 
nejs^ Dr John Morrifon at Canifbay, Mr William Smith at 
Bower, Minijlers '^ Sir Benjamin Dunbar, Baronet, of 
Hemprigs, Ruling' Elder : — From the Burgb of Wick^ the 
Right Honourable James Earl of Caithnefs : — ^And the 
General Aflembly added thereto Dr Henry Grieve, one of 
the Minifters of Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator; 
and alfo added Mr George Rae, oiCanongate^ whofe com- 
minion had been rejeded on account of inforijiality, to 
BE Commissioners of this Generai^fjepalilyj tothcefFed 
after mentioned; with power to the fai'd CommifHoners, 
or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any 
thirty-one of the faid Comtpiflione^s, whereof twenty-one 
are always to be minifters, to meetapd convene within 
tlie Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, "the firft day after the 
diflblution of this Aflembly, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon; and thereafter, the fccond Wednefday of Au- 
guft, third Wednefday of November, and the .firft Wednef- 
day of March next to come, and oftener, when and where 
they fhall think fit and convenient, vyith power to the faid. 
Commilfioners to chufe their own Moderator: And like- 
wife, tiie General Aflembly fully eipppwers their faid 
Commiflioners, or their quorum abpve mentipned, to cog- 
nolce attd finally determine, as they fliall fee caufe, in 
ev^ry initt^r referred, or that {hall be referred to them, 
by an a(?t" or order of fhi^ ^Aflembly \ .and to do every 
thing contained in, and conform to ;he iiiftru<Slions given, 
or to be given by this Aflembry;. and ^ to advert to the in- 
tereft of the Church on every occanoi>^ that the Church, 
and prefenr eftablilhment thereof, do not fuffer.pr fuftain 
any prejudice which they can prevent^, as they will be an- 
fwerat^Ie^ Provided always,' that 'tiyif.'g^npral,.c^^^^^ be 
not extended (b particulaV aflSirs or procefles Before Sy- 
nods or Prefbyteries, that are not of ^ujverfal tbncertitq, 
or influence upon the whole Church- , And it is hereby 
appointed^ that no private pfocefles. bed^terc^iinqd, except 
at the four ftated diet$; and what fliall be detpfnined at 
one diet of the Commiflion, with relation to private cau- 
ics, fliall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, and 

fliall 
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ihall (land and continue in force till difapproved of by tlie 
General Aflembly. And the Aflembly renews the inftruc- 
tions given by the Genera! Aflembly in the year One 
thoufand feven hundred and feventeeu to their Commif- 
fion, and appoints the fame to (land in full force as in- 
ftrudions to the Commiffioners before named, and to be 
obferved by them in all points, as if the fame were fpe- 
cially here inferted ; and that they enquire into the pu- 
blifliing and fpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 
confiftent with our Cdnfejion of Faith i and that the recom- 
menders of fuch books and pamphlets, or the errors there- 
in contained, wheiher by word, writ, or print, be called 
before the faid Commiflion, to anfwer for the fstme. And 
further^ the faid Commtflion is hereby empowered to re- 
ceive any rfefcrences and appeals that (hall be made to 
them frotti Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen 
fuch ifikirs for the nexi' General Aflembly ; ai>d to con- 
tribute what they can tci'the fupprefling of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advicp and afliftance to Sy- 
nods and ?refl)yteries, upon application to them for that 
end : LikeVife^ to t&ke care that the impreffions of the 
Hofy Scriptuf^es, the Cdnfejpon of Faithj and Catechifms^ and 
liich books as are authofifed by this Church, relating to 
the do^rine^ worfliip, difcipline and government thereof, 
be cprrtd; and give diredlions about printing the fame. 
And the Commiflioners are appointed and empowered to 
keep a correfponde;nde with the Committee fox reforma- 
tion of the Highlan'ds'andlflands, for fupprefling Popery 
and fuperfiition, "imd for promoting the knowledge of true 
religion, and carrying on a reformation in thefe parts, and 
give afliftance and concurrence therein J and, if need be, 
to apply to the Government for a proper remedy and 
fpeedy redfefs. And the faid Commiflioners are hereby 
llridly prohibited and difcharged to meddle in any other 
matters thai! what are committed and referred to them as 
above mentioned: And, in all their adings, they are to 
proceed according to the ads and^conflitution <»f this 
Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto^ or to the 
prejudice of the fame j declaring, that, in and for all their, 
adings, theyflialtbe accountable to, and cenfurable by 
the next General Aflembly, as they fliall fee caufe. And 
the General Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflioners 
particularly to obferve the ads of the General Aflemblies 
One thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and One thoufand , 
^ feven 
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feveu hundred and nineteen, refpeding the application of 
the public money ; which two ads are printed among the 
ac^s of. Aflembly One thoulatid feven hundred and fixty- 
X)ne. And this CommifOon is to continue and endure 
until another Commiflion be appointed ; and members 
tire required to attend the diets of the faid Commiflion ; 
ai^d abfents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accor- 
ding to the J 7th ad of the Genial Aflembly held in the 
year One thoufand feven hundred and fix. And for the 
better .fecuring of a quorum, and attendance of mem- 
bers on the Commiflion, the General Aflembly prohibits 
the Prefljytery of E4inburgh, or any other Prefl)y tery 
within twelve, miles thereof, to meet on any of the days 
or weeks appointed for the meetiiig of this Commiflion ; 
and fuch pf the members of thefe Prefbyteries as are on 
the Commiflion,! are required, all of them to give atten* 
dance on the diets thereof) and the Prefll^yteries at a 
greater diftande, who havp four or more 'members on 
the Commifljon, ate to take care, that at lead two of themi 
attend each diet of the fame : And the General Aflimbly 
appoint their Commiflion, at their firfl meetjlng, to difcuis 
as many of the catifes and queftions relative to the fettle* 
roent of vacant churches, which are or fliall be referred 
to them by the AfleraHy, as they can-overtake. And it is 
further provided,* that when any Prefl)y tery or Synod of 
this Church flialL decline to comply with the fentence of 
the Commiflion, or to give the fame a full execution, in 
that cafe the CoinmiflioQ is hereby prohibited to execute' 
the fame, by appointing any fuch correfpondent meeting, 
as has been fome time the pra^lce, but fliall allow the 
fame to lie^ov^r to the enfuing Afliembly, to which fuch 
Preft)yteries or Synods fliall be anfwerable for fuch their 
condud, and ^ri hereby appointed to fend up with their 
Commiflioners their ^reafons for the fame. And that iij 
pafling their fentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the fame, they ftri<31y obferve the 1 2th adl of the Afl^era- 
•bly One thoufapd feven hundred and thirty- fix. 
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vin. 

^Commission to ibme Miniftcrs and Ru- 
ling Hders, for the Reformation of 
the Highlands andlflands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majeftj^s Royal 
Bounty for that end* 

Edihburgby May 30* Sejf. 9. 

'^^npHE General AssBMBEY did, and hereby do nomi- 
X T^ate and appoint the Reverend Dr James Meek, 
Minifter at Cambuflang, their Mbder^itor, all the miniflers 
Tvho are members of the Prefby tery df Edinburgh, Mr 
Wjlliam Anderfon, Mr Robert Sands, Mr John Anderfon, 
Mr John Inches, Principal Baird; Mr John Henderfon, 
Mr John Gordon, Mr JamesGardncri ftr Alexander €ar* 
lyle, Mr James Innes, Mr Alexander DaTidfon, Mr Adam 
Murray, Mr George Tod, Mr Andrew Scott, Mr William 
*Paton, Mr James Duncan, Mr Thomas Robertfon, Mr 
John Morgan, Mr William Little, Mr Qabriel Scott, Mr 
John Yorftoun, Dr Bryce Johnfton, Mr Robert Gordon, 
Mr John Steven, Dr Thomas Millci', Mr Mfchacl Tod, Dr 
Jol^n Sno(Jgrafs, Mr Thomas Freebairn, Mr James Finlay- 
fon, Dr William Lockhart, Mr John Allan, ^Mr Archibald 
Maclea, Mr George Robertfon, Dr jofeph Macintyre, Mr\ 
Dugal Campbell, Mr William Chalmers, Mr David Dow, 
Mr William Innes, Mr John Scott, Mr Patrick Graham, 
Mr James Reid, Mr David Swan, Dr Andrew Brot^rn, Hr 
Robert Arnot, PrincipaLHill, Mr Jfimes Stormonth, Mr 
James Mitchell, Mr John Anderfon, Mr John Aitken, Mr 
Alexander Peter, Mr John Brymer, Mr Jo^bph .Smith, Mr 
Alexander Urquhart, Mr George Skene^ Keith, •Mr John 
Lundie, Mr John Miln, Mr Alexander' Miln, Mr John 
•Cooper; Mr Francis Leflie, Mr Patrick Granti Mr 'Lewis 
'Gordon, Mr William Stephen, Mr Alexander Grant, Mr 
.Robert Arthur, Mr John Urquhart, Mr Colin Macken^e^ 
''Mr James Grant, 'Mr John Macleod, Mr Roderick Mori- 
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£bny Mr George Macculloch, Mr John Thomfon^ Dr John 
MorrifoD^ Minijiirs j Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer, Mr 
Richard Richardfon, Commiflioner. Greive. Profe0br Dal- 
zel, Thomas Elder, Efq; Donald Smith, Efq; Charles Ker^ 
Efq; the Lord Proyoft of Edinburgh, Convener Thomas 
Hay, John Dlckfon, Efq; James Montgomery, ^fqi An- 
drew 'Hamilton^ Efq; the Lord Advocate, Sir Hugh Ha- 
milton Dalrymple, Matthew Sandilands, Efq; Sir James 
Pringle, John Macfarlane, Efq; the Earl of Lauderdale, 
Mr Jofeph Norris, Charles Hope, Efq; William Tait, EfcJ; 
Mr William Johnfton, Alexander Ferguflbn, Efq; Mr Ho-* 
ratius Cannan, Mr Robert Heron, Mr John JafFrey, Mr 
Thomas Smithj Lord Glenlee, George Ferguflbn, Efq; Da- 
vid Boyle, Efq; John Bannatyne, Efq; James Glalsford, 
Efq; Mr James Davidfbn, the Lord Prefidenti Archibald 
Campbell, £{q; John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; William 
Macleod Bannatyne, Efq;' Allan Macdougall, Elq; John 
Hagart, £(q; David Steuart, Efq; Bailie James Dickfon, 
Mr Alexander Beatfon, Peter Murray, Efq; Lieutenant* 
Colonel Monypenny, the Dean of Faculty, Mr Thomas 
Weir, Sir William Ramfay,'Mr John MoncriefF, Robert 
Graham, Efq; Mr Alexander Pitcairn, Mr Thomas Miln, 
merchant, James Wauchope, Efq;. John Burnet, Efq; the 
Procurator, Mr William Macdonald, Mr William Gordon, 
Mr John Taylor, Mr Archibald Milne, Mr George An-* 
drew, Mr Baron Gordon, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Thomas 
Gordoia, Mr George Cumming, Mr Alexander Grant, Con- 
vener John Lindfay, Charles Rofs, Efq; Mr Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, Mr James^ Grant, Mr HeSor Macdonald Bucha- 
nan, Robert Bruce iEneas Macleod, Efq; Mr William 
Maclean, Sfr Benjamin Dunbar, the Earl of Caithnefs, 
Ruling Eiders, ; to be a CommIttee of this Aflembly, for 
the reformatio^ of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
for promoting the knowledge of true religion, fuppreffing ^ 
Popery and profanenefs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thefe ends, according to, and in terms of His. 
Majefty's grant to this Affembly. In profecution of 
which purpofes, the Committee are to appoint Preachers 
and Catechifts, to go to fuch places as they (hall fiiid, 
up6n due information, to be the moft proper, according 
to His Majefty*s defign, exprefled in His warrant; and, in 
fo doing, that they have particular regard to fuch parifties 
in South Uift, Small Ifles, Glerico, Harris, the countries 
of Moidart, Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pa- 
riflies of the Synods of Glenclg and Argyle, wl^ich the 
Committee fhall find, by reafon of the vaft extent, by the 

prcvalency 
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prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy 
circumftances, to be in the greateft diftrefs : And they 
fhall take care, that the perfons^hey employ be Cf rtified> 
and found, upon due trial/ to be- properly qualified for 
thefe i:efpedive offices, of ^ good abilities for the fame, of 
a pious life and coaverfation ; prudent, ^of txndoubted 
loyalty to his Mqefty, and of competent (kill in the prin- 
ciples of Divinity, and particularly in Popifti controver- 
fies; Such Preax:hers and Gatechifts being hereby appoint- 
ed to be fubjed to, and under the infpeiSfion of the Pref- 
f byteries of the bounds to which they are fent,- who are to 
: take care diat the orders of the Committee be duly obfer- 
^ ved by them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed to 
» catechifey and both they and the Gatcchifts to inftrud the 
; people fromi houfe to houfe, and to vifit the fick 5 and/ia 
all their labour- among the people, to be carefol to teach 
> them the prhiciplesand duties of the true Chriftian Prote- 
flant religion, and the obligations they are under to duty 
. and 'loyalty to our Sovereign King George, and obedience 
to the laws : And the Committee are empowered to give 
them fuch inftradions as to their work and behaviour, 
as they (hall judge meet ; which inftrudions the Preach- 
ers and Catechifts are? hereby ordered to obey. The Ge- 
neral Ailembly do further appoint the faid Committee, 
^ to. have a particular regard in their proceedings, to the 
regulations agreed upon by the Committee of the Af-^ 
T fembly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of 
September 1730, approved by frequent Aflemblies: And 
to take care that Prcfbyteries, and others concerned, 
obferve the fame, which they are hereby ordered to 
do: Particularly, the Aflembly ordains the fcveral Prcf- 
byteries to infert in their regifters the Committee's ap- 
pointments of the defignations, ialaries, and ftations of 
the feveral miflionariesy-and to have an cxad regard there- 
; to, in all the letters they (hall write aborut the faid mif- 
fionaries, and in giving of certifirates to them; and to 
dired all their letters, concerning miflionaries in their 
bounds, only to the Moderator of the Committee j which 
.^letters (hall be figned, at the appointment of the Prct 
'bytery, by the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the 
'Aflembly does difcharge any payment to -be made of the 
* falaries of the miilionaries, except upon receipts from the 
miflionaries themfelves, >and upon certificates from the 
►Prcfbyteries, hearing, That they have ferved for the time 
.mentioned m the' receipts ; and that every Catechift who 
ureceives a falary from the Royal Bounty, on condition that 

• thfe 
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tlie parifliioners or gentlemen of the diftricS fliall pay a 
certain fiim in aid of fiich falary, fliall inferc, in the»body / 
of his receipt to the Cafhier, a declaration that he has. re- 
ceived the particular Turn fpecified ; and that the attefta- 
tion of the Prelbytery (hall in like manner bear, that the 
Catechift has received the ftipulated fum which the Com- 
mittee make the condition of his appointment ; it being 
underftood by this refolution, that the feveral ftations, 
with regard to which fuch Conditions were originally 
made by the Committee, when no fuch declaration of the 
Catechift, or atteftation of the Prefbytery, as is now pro- 
pofed, is received by the Caftiier, Ihall be afterwards fup- 
prefled by the Committee, though the Catechift fliall, not- 
>*ithftanding, receive the falary for the time he is certi- 
fied to have performed his duty. That a journal of the , 
itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the raifljon com- 
mitted to him, be written on the back of the Prefljytery's 
certificate, and figned by him, as the grorund on which 
the Prefljytdry have granted him faid certificate. The 
General Aflembly do alfo empower the faid Committee to 
apply, for the purpofes above mentioned, what may re* 
main of the laft year's Royal Bounty not difpofed of, by 
reafon, of any of the miffionaries not fulfilling the ap- 
pointments laid upon them j and that they are to keep a 
regifter of their proceedings, and likewife diftindl books of 
accounts, how the forefaid money is beftowed, which fliall 
be patent to any concerned, who pleafc to ipfped the 
fame. Of the perfons above named, as members of this 
Committee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof 
three are to be mlnifters. But it is hereby appointed, That 
at the quarterly meeting of the Committee, in which the 
fcheme or eftabliftiment of mifljonaries for the enfuing 
year is to be approved and determined, not lefs than four- 
teen fliall be the quorum, whereof nine fliall be minifters; 
and the faid Committee are appointed to have their firft 
general meeting at Edinburgh, the firft lawful day after 
the adjournment of the firft of the ftated die|s of the 
Commiflion of the General Aflembly ; their fecond meet- 
ing (which is for fixing the annual fcheme), upon the fe- 
cond Thurfday of July, with power to thofe members 
who fliall then be prefent, to adjourn ; and thci^ other 
two general meetings the firft lawful days after the fl;ated 
meetings of the Commiflion of the General Afl!embly, in 
November and March, within the Aflembly ay le, at ten of 
the clock in the forenoon, except that day fliall fall to be 
Saturday, and then the meeting fliall be upon Monday next 

G thereafter,- 
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'thereafter, at the laid hour; with power to the faid Com- 
mittee to adjourn thcmfelves to fuch times and places as 
they Ihair find moft needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a correfpondence with the Commilfion of the 
General Aflemby, apd the Society for propagating Chri- 
ftian Knowledge^ and their Committee of Diredors, and 
to take their advice and affiftance j and alfo to correfpond 
with the.Synods and Prefbyterles concerned. They are 
llkewife inftrudled and empowered, as they fhall fee caufe^ 
to applyto the Government, or any Magiftrate, for af- 
fiftancc and fupporc iu'Carrying on the defign of .theCom- 
miffion now given to them. And the General Aflembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the forefaid Royal 
Bounty, to pay out the (ame, as he fhall be drreded and 

<orclered-by the forefaid Committee, and according to their • 
rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to exa- 
mine the accounts of the diftributionof the Royal Bounty, 

.a,nd lay the fame before the Lords Commifljoners of His 
Majefty's Treafury, or the Barons of His Majefty's Court 
of Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the Gene- 
ral Aflembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And 
it is agreed, That no perfon once employed and infert in 
the fcheme, (hall be ftruck out thereof for that year, but 

. ihy the quorum of at lead fourteen, whereof nine to be 
tntnifters; and in cafe any complaint (hall be tnade a- 
gainft aay of them on the fcheme, it fliall not be deter- 
mined the firft ordinary meeting that the fame is offered, 
but it fhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in 
the mean time the perfon complained of, and the Pref- 
bytery of the bounds wherein he officiates, fhall be ac- 
quainted of fuch complaint, and thofe concierned be re- 
quired to fend to the faid Committee a juft account of the 

^matter, againft the next meeting. And it is farther ap- 
pointed, That after the yearly fcheme of mifConaries on 
-the Royal Bounty is fettled in manner above dir^dted, and 
notice thereof given by letters to the Prefbyteries concern- 
ed, fuch Prefbyteries fhall fend up to the faid Commit- 
tee their anfwer to thefe letters, at farthefl, with their 
Commiflioners to the General AfTembly, if the fame be 
not done fooner } and that the Committee^ at their firfl 
meeting kfter the General Aflembly, fhall endeavour to 
complete the next year*9 fcheme themlelves^ and if they 
cannot conjplete it, they fhall name a fub-committee of 
their number for that purpofe, who are to lay their draught 

.*vthereof before a fubfequent meetings which is appointed 

to. 
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.to meet 'as foon after the rifing of the 4^0embly as pof- 
fxhXt* And empowered the Committee, at their firft meet- 
ing, to reje(5i any petition for a new (lation, in cafe they 
ftiall find fufficient objeiSlions againft it^ and that the faid 
Committee; in making up the fcbeme of roiflioaanes, ^c, 
•do not exceed the fum io the grant. 
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Edinburgh, May 30. 1795. Sejf. 9* 

THE Report of the Committee appointed to clafs returns t$ 
Overtures was called for ^ given in^ and read.^-^Tbe Af^ 
fembly ordered the Overture refpeSiing the Licenjing of Pro^ 
bationers to be retranfmittedj with a renewal of tht Re^ 
commendation to fuch Prefbyteries as have fent rto Returns^ 
to fend them without further delay. 



New Overture refpefling the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 

Edinburgh, May 25. 1792. Sejl 8. 

THE General Aflembly having taken Under their fc-' 
rioas confideration, the great danger to which the in- 
terefts of Religion aAd of this -Church niay be expofed, 
by licenfing any to preach the Gofpel, who are not duly 
qualified for that important truft, do hereby enad and or«» 
dain, That in all time coming the following regulations 
Ihall be ftridly obferrcd : / 

I. It is hereby enaded, That no Student fhall be en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he fhall produce, tq the faid Profeflbr a certificate from 
the Minifter of the parifli in which he has his ufual re- 
fidence ; or in his abfence^ or during a vacancy in faid 

parifh. 
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parlfh/from Tome neighbouring Minifter, bearing,\h^t h'w 
charader IS fuitable to his views; together with a diplo- 
ma of M^fter of Arts, or certificates from the federal Pro- 
ftfflbrs of Philofophy, under whom he hath ftudiedi from 
which It may be clearly afoertaincd that, in fome Univerfity 
•or Univerfities, he hathf^onc through a full cburfe ofPhilo- 
fophy in fome winter-fe/fions of College, preceding that in 
which the certificates are produced. 

' ^11. The General Aflenibly do 1fl?:ewife Tiereby ordain, 
'That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeflbrs of 
Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, (hall con- 
tinue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity for the term of 
fix Seffions : Provided alwaj«, That if any Student hath 
given regular attendance in the Divinity 'Hall during three 
Sefiions, his Courfe fliall be confidered as completed in. 
four. Seflipns^; and that if he hath given regular atten- 
dance in the Hall during two Seflions, his Courfe fhall be 
•confidered as completed in five Seflions. And the At 
fembly do further ordain^ That In each of thefe cafes. 
Students (hall be inrolled by the Profeflbrs during the 
fevcral Seflions of their refpedive Courfes, and deliver in 
the Divinity Hal!,, in the mxinner herein afterwards pro- 
vided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fonle controverted Head 
in Divinity, a Homily in Englifli, an Exerclfe and Addi- 
tion, a Ledure on fome large portion of Scripture, and 
a popular Sermon, together with fuch other Exercifes as 
the Profefl!bts fliall think proper to prefcribe. And the 
Afl^embly farther enadl and declare, That a Student is en- 
titled to apply to the Profeflbr foriiis certificates, that he 
may be propofed for trials, and that the Preliminary fteps 
may be taken by the Prefljytery during the currency of 
•the laft Seflibn of his Courfe, as above defcribedj with 
this limitation, tjiat if the faid laft Seflion is to be claimed 
as a SefliOB of regular attendance, he fliall, toward the 
conclufiop thereof, obtain a new certificate of his at- 
tendance during its currency, and produce the fame to 
the Pre£bytery or Synod. 

III. Profefll)rs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumftances may permit, to the condud of 
fuch Students as are under their care, and, as far. as they 
find it pra^icable, to infift that every Student fliall de- 
liver his firft difcourfe fome time during his fecond Sef- 
fion, at the lateft, and the remainder of his Difcourfes at 
iuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole of 

them 
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•'ihcm before the end oiP January, of the laft Sefljon of 
his Couffe. 

IV. When a Student -is. propofed to any Prelbytcry, in 
order to be taken npon trials, the Prefbytery fhall be 
alone, and tbe motion for that purppfe ihalMie upon the 
table till their next ordinary, meeting. Iii the mean time, , 
the Preibytery fhall appoint the Member by whom the. 
: Student has been propofed, to lay before the faid meet- 
ing the cer tificlUte ^r certificates in favour of the Stu- 
dent, that are fpecified in the third paragraph of the fifth 
fe<^bn of this ad ; to defijre him to attend the fame; and 
to inform bim, that, previouily t6 the meeting, he ought, 
as feras circomfiances may pei*mit, to wait on fuch Mini- 
ftcrs of the Preibytery as have not formerly had an op- 
portunity of converfing with him in private., 

V* \yhen the time appointed for confidering tbe mo- 
tion is arrived, the Prefbytery fhall flridlly obfenre the 
following regulations. 

ly?, The Prefbytery fhall be alone, while ^hey are em- 
ployed in difcuiSng the feveral preliminaries refpedling 
Students who are prc^ofed for trials.. 

2J, They fhall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpc^e, has completed 
the twenty-firfl year of his age. * 

^ity No Student ihall be admitted to trials, unlefs he 
produces, to the Prefbytery, a certificate or certificates 
from the Profeflbr or Profeflbrs of Divinity, under whofe 
tuition he hath fludied, bearing, that he hath profecuted 
his fludiei^ and delivered his Difcourfes, in the manner 
prefcribed by this ad ; and that his condudt, as fat as 
confifis. with^ the knowledge of the faid Profeflbr, or Pro- 
fefTors, has been in every refpedt fuitable to hrs views in 
life. And the General Aflembly do likewife hereby en- 
ad. That the Prefbytery fhall record at full length the 
faid certificate, or certificates, in their minutes ': And it is 
hereby enaded and declared, That the Student having 
lodged fuch certificate, or certificates, fhall be entitled to 
obtain extrads of the fame, if demanded. 

4/A, No Prefbytery ftiall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fati^fied that he is of good report j 
found in his principles ^ pious, fober, grave, and prudent, 
in bis behaviour; of a peaceable difpofition; and well 
afi^ded to the happy eflablifhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and 3tate. And, that the Preibytery may pro- 

\ H . ceed 
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xced With all due cautioo, in a matter of fuch peculiar 
importance, they fhall not agree to the iViotion in behalf 
of the Student, -unlefs his irefidence, (luring the year pre- 

jceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or he (hall 

.produce fufEcient teftimonials from the- Prefbytery, ia 

.whofe bounds his refidence has^ chiefly been, during that 
term,/bearing, t^at his. charader is (uch as is defcribed ia 
the immediately preceding fentence of this paragraph, 
and recommending hiro, in thefe refpcdls, totljePrefby-- 
tery before whom the propofal is m^de^^as a proper per- 
fon to. be entered upon trials. 

$tb^ The Pr€fl)ytery fliall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are Satisfied, that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe fe- 
vera! branches of knowledge, which are neceflary to en- 
able him to be an ufeful Preacher of the .Go())eI« And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Prefljytery, in or- 
der to procure full information in this refped,/fl}all exa- 
mine the Student, ftridly, and privately, on his know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages^ and>of Philofb- 
phy and Theology. 

6fi&, If after thefe preliminary fteps liave been taken^ 
the Prefl)ytery ftiall be of opinion, that the Student is. 
duly qualifijed in /thefe feveral particulars, they fliall re-> 
cord this opinioil in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to writ?e letters to the feveral Prefljyteries within the * 

.bounds of the Provincial Synods two kalendar months at 
leafl; before the meeting of the fame, informiivg them of 

-the Pre^)ytery's intention to take the Student itpon Pu- 
l)lic Trials, and bearing, that the certtflcace,'Or certifi- 
cates in.hi^ favour, which are required by this ad, have 
been regularly laid before thenu But it is hereby pro- 
vided. That within the bounds of foch Synods as meet 
only once a-year,:a Student may be entitled to have .thefe 
circular letters written half a-year fooner than would be 

-otherwife competent. , 

VL The General Aflembly do likewife hereby enad 
and declare, That, at the requefl of the Student, it fliall 
be competent .to any*Prefl)ytery to transfer the receiving 
of the. Public Trials, or any part thereof, certifying to the 
Prefljytery to which the transference is to be made, that 
the various preliminary fleps have been t^ken according 
to the dire.dlions'of this ad; and that fuch parts of the 
.public and private trials as havel>eeri already .gone through, 
have' been received with approbation. 

VIL 
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TIL If a Student hath ftudied, either in whole or ia 

part^ in Proteftant Univerfities which are not within the 

bounds of this Church, he (hall, when he is propofed to 

any Prefbytery for trials, be required to produce fatisfy- 

ing teftimonials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faid 

Univerfities ;\ and the time which thefe Profeflbrs ihall 

certify to haVe been employed by him in ftudying Divi- 

ioity under their tuition, (hall be computed in the fame 

manner as if- he had jSrofecutedhis ftudies in any of ^hc 

Univerfkies within the bounds of this Church. But it 

is -^hereby provided. That no Student, in fuch circum- 

- fiances, (hall be admitted even to thofe private trials 

which are appointed to be taken before the writing of the 

circular letters, fooner than fix kalendar months after. bis 

arrival in Scotland* 

VIII* The General Aflembly ordain, That if a Pref- 
«bytery propofe to take a Student. upon public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required, publiq intimation thereof (hall be made 
at fome diet of the next* meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which (h?ill not be the laft diet thereof : And the Prelbytery 
clerk is hereby required to tranfinit to the Synod derlt, 
an extrad: of the certificate, or certificates, laid before the 
Prelbytery, in favour of the Student, in ord^er that thfe - 
fame may be produced at this diet of the Synod. And ic 
is likewife hereby ordained. That at fome fubfeqiient diet 
of the Synods particular enquiry (hall be, made, whether 
any of, the- Members vOf the Court has any objedion. to 
ofier againfi: the Student being entered upon Public Trials : 
And that the Synod then taking into confideration xht 
extrad produced, and the whole of the cafe, (hall judge 
of the expediency of allowing the Prefbytery t;o admit: the 
Student on trials : Or if in any x:afe the Prefbytery cleirk 
(hall fail to tranfmit the extrads of the certificates above 
mentioned, the Student may produce to the! Synod^.-by 
himfelf or by any Member of the Court, the extrad of th^ 
fame, which by this ad he is entitled to obtain. 

- * • ■ * » 

IX» If the Synod (hall -allow the Student to be taken 

^upon Public Trials, the Prefbytery ihall proceed therein 

^ with all convenient fpeed ; and the Aflembly appoint the 

following • triak to be taken of the Student, and in the 

order herein mentioned : i^, Gatechetic trials on J>ivi* 

nity, Chronology, and Church Hiflory ; a^/, A trial oa 

the Hebrew and Greek languages ; ^d^ Atk £zege(>s; in 

. - Latin 
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'cced With all due cautioo, in a matter of fuch peculiar 
importance, they fhall not agree to the iViotion in behalf 
of the Student, -unlefs his irefidence, (luring the year pre- 
ceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or he ^all 
.produce fufEcient teftimonials from the. Prefbytery, ixa 
.whofe bounds Jbis refidence has^ chiefly- been, during that 
term,/bearing, t^at his charader is (uch as is defcribed ia 
the immediately preceding fentence of this paragraph/ 
and recommending htra, in thefe refpedls, tot^be^PreXby-- 
tery before whom the propofal is m^de^'as a proper per- 
fon to. be entered upon trials. / , 

^tb^ The Prefbytery fhall not agree to ^the motion in 
favour of the Student, u*nlefs they are fiitisfied, that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe fe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which arc neceflary to en- 
able him to be an ufeful Preacher of the Gol^eU' And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Pifefbytery, in or- 
der to procure full information in this refped,/fl}all eka- 
:mine the Student, ftridly, and privately, on his know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages^ and»of Philofo- 
phy and Theology. 

6fi&, If after the(e preliminary fteps liave been taken^ 
the Prefbytery fhall bje of opinion, that the Student is. 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fhall re-> 
xord this oplnioil in their minutes, and order ^eir clerk 
to writ?e letters to the feveral Prefbyteries within the ' 
.bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months at 
leafl before the meeting of the fame, .informiivg them of 
.the Pref^)ytery's intention to take the Student itpon Pu- 
blic Trials, and bearing, that the certificate, or certifi- 
..cates in.his FaYour, which are required by this ad, hav« 
been r^ularly laid before thenu But it is hereby pro- 
vided. That within the bounds of fuch Synods as meet 
only once a-year,:a Student may be entitled to have .thefe 
circular letters written half a*year.fooner than would be 
'Otherwife competent. 

-VI. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby enad 
. and declare, That, at the requeft of the Student, it fhall 
be competent .to any'Prefbytery to transfer the receiving 
of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certifying to the 
Prefbytery to which the transference is to be made, that 
the various preliminary fleps have been t^ken according 
to the dire.dions'of this ad; an4 that fuch parts of the 
.public and private trials as havel>een already gone thrtough, 
have been received with approbation. 

Vli. 
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the clerks of each Synod, and Prefbytery, within the 
bounds of this Church, and that the faid clerks ihall keep 
the fame along with their minutes, and bring it iip to each 
meeting of their refpeftive G)urts, for the ufe of the Mem- 
bers* 



X. 

Ad appointing the Diet of the next Ge- 
' neral Aflembly. 

tditAurgbf June i. 1795. Sejf. uU, 

THE next General Assembly of this National 
Church is appointed to be held within the Nevr 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, -on Thurfday the 19th day 
of May 1796. 

ExtraBed from the Records of the General Affembfyf fy 

ANDREW DAJLZEL, C/. Ecci. Scot, 

.1 
I TABLE 



^ ^tbe ACrS of ibc 

Latin on fome controverted Head in Divinity v 4r^ A 
Homily in Englifli ; ^tb^ An Exercife and Addition; 6rAp 
A Lefture on fome Urge portion of Scripture ; 7/A, A po* 
pularSermon ; it being underftood, that if the Prefbyrery 
fee canfe, they may ex^mii]^ the Student upon the fubjed: 
^ of thefe Icveral Difcourfes. 

X. The Student baring gone through tbeteveral trials^ 
mrhich are mentioned In the immediately preceding fee- 
tion of this a£t, the Prelbytery are ordained to proceed in 
' the ' following ofdcr : 

!>?, They ihall, deliberately and ferioufly, take a ccm- 
jun<9:' view of the whole trials ; aod if they ihall be of 
opinion^ that' the Student is not properly quJali6ed to per- 
form the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the Gofpd^ 
they (hall by no means grant him a Licence in his prefenc 
^ctrcumftancet. . 

^d^lfy upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytcry • 
are ful^y fktisfied therewith^ tliey .fiiail record this opinion 
ill their minutes* 

yl^ The Prefbytery fliall then pro^fe to the Student 
'the queftions that are appointed to be. put to all who pais 
Trials by aft -lOth Afiembly 1711, and require him to 
£^h[cTVb^ tht Formula which is prefcribed by the laid ad. 
And the General Aflemhly ftridly prohibit all Prefby- 
teiies from Itcenfing any Student to preach the Gofpel/ 
who fhall not give explicit and fatisfying anfwers to thefe 
qiiieflions, and (ubfcribe thd (vliA JForsnula^ 

4tk^ The Prcfbytery fliall order the ad of Aflemhly 
175*9, againft Simoniacal pradices, to be read to the Stu^ 
:dent in their prefence; 

Lajlly/ Tht Prcfbytery ihall appoint their Moderator 
to licence the Student to preach the Gofpel, and order 
their clerk tofurnilh him with an extrad of his licence. 

XL For the better obfervancc of this ad, the General 
Afiembly ordam^ i/?, That it ihall be printed among their 
other printed ads j 2d^ That it ihall be printed by itieiff 
in fome convenient form; 3^, That a copy of this fepa- 
rate edition fiiall be tranfmitted to each Ftofeilbr of Di- 
vinity in the Univerfities of Scotland ; and that the faid, 
Profefibrs ihall read the fame in^ their refpedive Halls, 
once at leail duifing every Seifion, and at fuch times as 
they have reafon to exped the attendance of the greateft 
number of Students for that SeiOon ; and, Iqfify^ That a 
copy of the fame, edition ihalLlikewiie be tranfmitted to 

the 
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OT T H S 

ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the General Asskmbxy of 
the Church of Scotland, held at Edinburgh in the year 1.795, 
which are not printed at full length* 

Tbur/day^ May 21. 1795* Seffl i. 
A Fter Sermon by the Reverend Dr Robert ARNOT^Profeffor 

^73^ of Divinity in St Mary^s College, St Andrew*s, Moderator of 
the laft General Afleipbly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders con- 
vened . in the AfTembly-houfe in the ufual manner : And, after 
prayer by the iaid Dr Robert Arnot, the; Reverend Dr James 
Meei:, Minifter at Cambuflang, being unaninioufly chofen Mo- 
derator, he, at the Aflembly's deiire, took the chair. 

The Kinoes Commiffion to the Right Honourable David EarlofSeePridtedAjas, 
Ls^VEK, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal Perfon, read, and or- ^No. L 
dered to be recorded* 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly^read, and or- aiidNo.IT* 
dered to be /recorded. 

The CommifBoner's Speech at the openiivg of the Aflembly^ and 
the Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. , 

A Committee named for anfwering the King^s moft ^acious Let- 
ter, 

A Dutiful and Loyal Atldrefs to his Majefty, on the nuptials of 
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, with Her Moft Se- 
rene Highnefs Caroline Princefe of Brunfwiclc : 

Alfo an Humble and Congratulatory Addrefs to His Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales on the event of his Marriage j agreed 
to, and a Committee appointed to prepare both Addrefles. 

The Committee appointed by laft Aflembly oh Chapels of Eafe, * 
renewed* 

A Committee named for revifing the Commiffions to the members 
of this Aflembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets thereof/ na- 
ming Minifters to preach before his Grace the ELing's Commiffion- 
er, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the feveral Preibyteues, 
in order to their being recorded. " * 

A Committee for overtures named. 

A Committee for bills^ references and appeals,' named. 

Adjournment. 

^ Friday f May 22. 1795. S^J^ %. 

Sedertmt. 

New Commiffions produced^ 

A diet fpent in Prayer. : 

Aft 
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/ AA VII. of the Aflembly ,1718, for the better difpatch of the bu- 
ll nefs of the AiTembly, read, . and the obfervation thereof en- 
joined. 
Minifters named to preach before bis Grace the Commiffioner. 
The Committee for revidng Commiflions. appointed to meet. 
The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to 'meet* 
Adjournment. 

Saturdajt, Maj 23. i^g^. Sef. %, 

* 

Sederunt. 

iKew Comti^iffiQns produced; 

A Letter from Mr George G^rncroft Agent for the Churchy was 
read ; and ordered to be taken into confideration on Monday. 

A Committee named bo revife the accounts of the Procurator and 
agent for the Church, and other public accounts, confider the 
ilate of the Church's public money, and prepare overtures about 
the fame. 
See Printed A£b, The draught df the Anfwer to the King's moft graciou» Letter to 
No. in. this Aflembly, being brought in and approved, his Grace the 

Commiffioner, at the AlTembly's regueft, undertook to tranfmtt 
the fame tq His Majefty. 
No. IV. ThiB draught of a Dutiful and Loyal Addrefs to His Majefty, on 

the nuptials of His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales being 
brought in and approved, his Grace the Commiffioner, at the 
Afiembly's requeft, likewife undertook %o tranfmit the fame to 
his Majefty. 
jjq^ Y^ The draught of an Humble and Congratulatory Addrefs to his 

Royal lligneifs the Prince of Wales on the event of his mar- 
riage, was brought in and approved ; ^nd a Committee named 
to confider of the proper mode of tranfmitting this addrefs to 
His RoyaJ Highiiefe. ' 
JNo. VI. The Aflembly enjoin all the Minifters of this Church, to pray 

for Her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales. 

■Report of the Committee for overtures given in and read. 

It was objedled to the Comroiffion from the Preibytery of Loch- 

carron, >* That the fubftitution to faid Co^miffion is defedive, 

' ♦♦ in refped that it is totally different from the form." The 

objeftion fuftained, apd the Commiffioner's name ordained to 

be expunged from the rail. 

It was objeifted to the Commiffion from the Preft>ytery of Dal- 
keith, *^ That the extrad of the eledlion is not fubfcribeik'* 
After l6ng reafoning a motion was made, and feconded, That 
though the extrail of the Commiffion be not figned, the atteft- 
ation thereof is figned both by the moderator and clerk, and 
therefore that the Commiffion ftiall be fuftained : And the 
queftion was put, Sujlairiy or Reject the Commiffion : and the 
roll being called, aod votes marked, it carried Sujlain. The 
Aflembly therefore repelled the objeftion, and fuftained the 
Commiffion. 

It was objedled to the Commiffion from the Burgh of Peebles, 
^* That there are not ten free days betwixt the refolution to 

« eleft. 
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•* cleft, and the day of eleftioii^ the refolutton being on the 
** 23d of March, and the eledion on the id April.** The ob- 
jeftion repelled,, and the Commiffion fuftained. 

The Roll of Caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for Bills called 
for, produced, and read. 

Agreed to confider on Monday next the Petition of Mr Sraith*pf 
Cumbertrees; and alfo the reference from the Prelbytery of 
Edinburgh refpefting HairdreiTers : and to take up the caufe 

- of Mr Gillanders on Wednefday next. 

A Committee named to revife the Adings and Proceedings of the 
Commiffion of the laft General Affembly. 

A Committee named to revife the Adings and Proceedings of the 
Committee appointed by laft Aflembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty for retormation of the Highlands and Iflands^ 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to meet this evening, 
and empowered to receive from the feveral Members any in- 
ftrudions given to them by the refpedive Synods or Prelby- . 
teries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare Over- 
tures thereon to the Aflembly, and to receive and confider any 
accounts that Ihall be given them of the ftate of th^ Church 
in the North Highlands, particulafly concerning the growth of 
Popery and Super ftition, and prepare Overtures for preventing 
and fuppreffing thereof. 

The Committee for Bills appointed to meet. 

The Lord High Commiffioner having undertaken to tranfmit the 
Addrefs to His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, and the 
Aflembly having thankfully accepted of his Grace's offer, the 
appointment of the Committee, formerly named at this diet to 
confider of that matter being thereby rendered unnecefiary, was 
recalled. 

Adjournment. 

Monday,' May 2S^ 1795* Sejl 4. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

The Aflembly, in purfuance of their refolution of Saturday laft, 
proceeded to the confideration of Mr Cairncrofs*s letter; and 
the fame being again read, the Aflembly unanimoufly accepted 
of Mr Cairncrofs's refignation of the office of Agent for the , 
Church. It was then moved, and agreed to. That the Af- 
fembly fhall immediately proceed to eleft a fucceffbr to Mr 
George Cairncrofs in the faid office of Agent for the Church. 
And 

Mr William Murray junior, writer in Edinburgh, being propofed 
as a candidate well qualified for difcharging the duties of that 
office, was by the Aflembly unanimoufly appointed Agent for 
the Church in place of the faid Mr Cairncrofs. 

The Report of the Committee on Chapels of Eafe given in, and 
read, and ordered to lie^ on the table till Thurfday. 

Report of the Committee for Bills called for, produced, .and read. 

Synod Books called for. 

K The 



uiBRIDGMENT, 1793. 

The AflTembly proceeded to confider the Appeal of Mr Thomas 
Smith, Minifter of Cumbertrees ; but as the whole papers had 
not been regularly tranfmitted, the confideration of this aflfair was 
.deferred till the whole papers be regularly tranfmitted through 
the Committee of Bills. 

:A Committee appointed to lay the reference from the Prelbytcry 
of Edinburgh reipeding the Barbers and Hair-dreiTers before 
the Crown Lawyers^ and to requeft their opinion, along with 
the Procurator for the Church, with regard to the moft prudent 
method of redrefiing the evil complained of; and the Committee 
to report on Friday next. 

•Agreed to hear the caufc of Mr Patrick Moir to-morrow. 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Tuf/day, May a6. 1795, Sejl 5. 

■ Sederunt, 

New Commiflions produced. 

Report of the Committee for Bills called for, given in, and read. 

The Petition and Appeal of Mr Thomas Smith, Minifterof Cum- 
bertrees, heard : The Aflembly unanimoully affirmed the ien- 
tence of the Synod of Dumfries, difmiffing this caufe« 

An appeal at the inllance of Mr Patrick Moir, Student ia Divini- 
ty, from a fent^nce of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, heard. 
After reafoning, a motiop was made and feconded. That in re- 
fpe£l the final refult of the inveftigation ordered by the Synod 
of Perth and Stirling in Odober J793,^id not produce any le« 
gal proof of the fads and circumftances conneded with the 
Report of the Prefbytery of Auchterarder on the 16th of Odo- 
ber 1793 : The General Aflembly do therefore remit to the 
Synod to judge at their meeting in Odober next, whether they 
-wilLauthorife the Prefbytery of Auchterarder to take Mr Moir 
upon trials, as if no fuch charges had been exhibited againft 
him : And another motion was made and feconded, That the 
General Aflembly fhall affirm the fentence of the Synod of 
Perth and Stirling ; and find, that, in bee Jiatu, the appellant's 
behaviour has not been fuch as to entitle him to be taken upon 
trials, referving to the appellant, upon any future occafion, a- 
gain to apply to be taken upon trials, when by his exemplary 
behaviour .he (ball fati«fy the Prefbytery of Auchterarder of his 
being properly qualified for the facred charader of a probation- 
er of this Church : The AflTembly agreed to the following ftatc 
of the rote, Remit or Affirm ; and the roll being called, and votes 
marked, it carried Remit. Therefore the Aflembly remitted to 
the Synod, agreeable to the firft motion^ 

,iA4iournment. 

' Wednefday^ 
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Wednejaay, May 2U 1795. Sef. 6. 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiffion produced. 

An appeal at the inftance of Mr. John Gillanders, minifter of Fern, 
in the Pre(bytery of Brechin, from a fentence of the Synod 
of Angus and Meams, heard. The Afiembly unanimoufly 
reverfed the fentence of the Synod, finding male appeUatum on 
the part of Mr Gillanders ; and remitted to the Synods at their 
next ordinary meeting, to judge on the merits of the fentence 
or deliverance of the Prelbytery.of Brechin appealed from. 

Committees appointed to meet. 

Upon a motion, the Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed 
to meet. 

Adjournment* 

Tburjday, May 28. 1795* Sejf. 7, 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiffion produced. 

A Committee named to revife the Synod Book of Galloway. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures called for, given in, and 
read. 

The Overture by Mr Skene Keith was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 4 

The Report of the Sub-Committee for claffing returns to Over- 
tures, read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Report of the Committee for Bills called for, given in, and 
read. 

The public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Overture refpe^ing Chapels of £afe, with alterations, re- 
committed and the Committee was appointed to report to nei^t 
Affembly. Sir Henry Moncreiff, Convener. 

A Committee appointed to colled the Reports of Prelbyterics re- 
fpeding the examination of Parochial fchools. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ May 29. 1795. Sejffl 8» 

Sederunt. 

Report of the Committee on the reference refpedting Hair-dreflers 
ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliflied by K& of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Affem- 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given in, and 
ordered to lie on the table till to*morrow : And, upon a motion, 

the 
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the thanks of the Houfe were given from the chair to Sir Henrj 
MoncreifF-Wellwood, for his fidelity, attention and prudence in 
the management of the fund. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difcharging 
him, and his cautioners, of the fum of L. 514 : X2 : $^ Sterling 
diiburfed by him, and appointing, that he take credi^t in his 
n&xt account for the fum of L. 14 : i% : 5^ Sterling, being the 
balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Dr William Gloag, fub-clerk of Af- 
.fembly, and exonering and difcharging him of the fum of L. 42, 
12 s. 7 d. Sterling, difburfed by him, and appointing that he 
take credit in his next account for the fum of L. 5 : 2 : 7 Ster- 
ling, being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, Printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment of the fiim of L. 16, 17 s. 
8d. Sterling, being the amount thereof* 

Aft approving of the account of ftationary articles furnifhed to 
the clerks by Mr Elphinfton Balfour, and ordering payment 
of the fum of L. 10 : 15 : 9 Sterling, being the amount there- 
oif. 

The'Report of the Committee on the public funds of the Church, 
and new applications, given in and read^ and unanimoufly ap« 
proved of. 

The Procurator and Agent for the Church appointed to take fuch 
fteps as (hall appear to them neceflary, at the expence of the 
Church, for bringing to a final decifion a queftion of very great 
importance to the clergy of this Church, depending before the 
Court of Teinds, with refpeft to the powers of the Court, to 
modify viftual-ilipend to a minifter when the teinds were va- 
lued in money. 

'The Procurator empowered to take fuch meafures as he (hall judge 
proper for fettling the difpute refpefting the payment of L. 20 
of expences awarded to the defenders in the proceis of fuppref- 
fion and annexation of the parifiies of Contin and Fodderty, 
and which was condufted on the part of the defenders at the 
public expence* 

The accounts of the agent for the Church for the future appoint- 
ed to be annually attefted by the Procurator, before they are 
laid before the Committee on public accounts ; and the Pro« 
curator and Agent appointed to lay before the Committee on 
public accfounts, yearly, a ftatc of the feveral procefles car- 
ried on at the public expence. 

Upon the petition of Mr James Dickfon, printer for the Church, 
-the Aflembly renewed the grant in favour of Mr Dickfon, of the 
fole right of printing and publiQiing the Tranflations and Para- 
phrafes of Holy Scripture, for fourteen years from the termina- 
tion of their former grant 

A Committee appointed to confider the Overture by Mr Skene 
Keith, anent the method of -carrying on procefles againft clergy- 

• :men, when private parties do not come forward to libel them ; 
•.and to report to next Aflembly. Mr Skene Keith appointed 
Convener of the Committee. 

The 
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IThe Committee on Chapels of Eafe appomtcd to meet on Tuefds^ 

next. ' ' • ' 

-Ai^ournment. 



Saturday, May 30. X79S* Sejl 9. 

"Stderuttt. 

The Report of the vifitors of, the Cotnmiflion record cdlcd for ; ^ 
the Commiffion's conduft approved of; thanks given to the 
moderator of the Comn\iflion, and their book ordered to be at- 
tefted, ' . 

The Report of the Committee for jiaming members of the Com- gee PrintediVd*! 
miffion of , this Affembly, ^nd preparing inftrudlions to them, No. VII. 
given in, and approved of. The Affem1)ly added thereto Br 
Henry Grieve; one of the minifters of Edinburgh, in place/ of 
the Moderator j and alfo gdded Mr George Rae of Canongate, 
whofe commiflion ha4 been rejeded on acciount of iiifbrmali- 

The Report of the vifitors of the Royal Bounty record given in, 
and read ; the conduA of the managers approved of, and their 
book ordered to be atteftcd. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, No. VIII. 
with a commiflion and ipftruftions to them. 

The Synod Book of Galloway ordered to be attefted. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftablilhed by .aft of Par- 
liament, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, f:fr. again called > 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter* kept 
. for that purpofe. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to clafs returns to Over- t^o.IX^, 
tures was called for, given in, and read. The Aflembly ordered 
the Overture refpedling the licenfing of Probationers, to be 're* 
tranfmitted. . ' 

And it appearing to the Aflembly, that the obje<a of the Overture 
arid interim Ad concerning the Annexation and SuppreflSon 
.of Pariflies is alrfeady attained by a law of the Church contain^ 
ed in Ad V. AflemBly 1740, the Aflembly judge it unnecef* 

, fary^o retranfmit the above mentioned interim, Ad and Over- 
ture, but recqmmefld it to Preft)yteries to pay a ftrldt attention 
to the faid ad V^ Aflembly 1740. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed with the former 
powers. ' Thfe names of the Members of the Committee are : 
The Moderator, t)r,Hardy, Dr Hunter, Mr William Simpfon, 
Mr Greenfield, Dr John Kehip, Sir -Henry Moncreifl^, Mr 
Moodie, Minijlers ; -Xhi Procurator, Mr Thomas Smith, wri- 
ter, Mr George Andrew, writer, Mr Solicitop-General, Mr 
Jaines Gordon younger of. Craig, and Mr William Gordon 
younger of Rothny, Ruling Elders. 

Report of the Committee appointed to clafs return? from Prefljy*. 
teries anent the Ad and Refolution of laft Aflembly refpeding . 
the religious Education of Youth, was given in, and read. The 

L Aflembly 
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Affcmbly renew their iojunftion to the feveral Prelbjrteries of 
this Church, efpecially thoi'e who have yet fent tio returns on 
this fubjeft, to pay particular attention to the A&. and Refolu-* 
tion oS laft Affembly rel'ppding the religious .Educationi of 
Youth, and to report their diligence, on the back of their Com- 
miffions, to next Affembly* 

The Report of the Committee appointed to confult the Crown 
lawyers, with the Procurator, on the reference of the Prdby- 
tery of Edinburgh anent the Barbers and Hair-dreffers was 
again called for, and' given in, containing the written Opinion 
of the- Crown Lawyers and Procurator given on this fubjeift, at 
the requeft of the Affembly ; which Qtoinion was read, and of 
which* the tenor follows: ** We are of opinion that the fai^s 
*/ dated in the application to the. Prefbytery of Edinburgh from 

. "the Barbers and Hair dreffers 4o not amount to profanation 
" of the Sabbath day, according to the defcription of that of- . 
/* fence contained in the a(5t i66i, c. i8. which is more precife 
" and particular than any of the other ftatutes upon the fub- 
** jed. If therefore the pradice complained of Ihall appear to 
" require any correction or amendment, we apprehend this can 
'* only be done by religious AdmoniNon and Inftruftion ; but 
" that^there is no propfer. foundation for a profecution before 
** any of the courts of law. (Signed) R. Dunbas. Robert 
** Blair. Wm. Roberston." The General Affembly having, 
taken into their confideration this unanimous Opinion of the 
Crown Lawyers, with the Procurator, unanimoufly agreed to 
dired the Clerk of the Church, to tranfmit to the Prefbytery 
of Edinburgh a copy of faid Opinion, and enjoin the Prefbytery 
to employ every method of religious Admonition, Inftruilion, 
and Difcipline, which appears to them expedient in order to 
preferve upon the minds of the people, withid their bounds, a 
due veneration for the Sabbath j and if there fhall be l^id be- 
fore the Prefbytery of Edinburgh information, of any fuch pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath within their bounds^ as -appears to them 
to fall under the defcription of that pfffence contained in adl 
1661, c. 1 8. the General Affembly inftwidl the Prefbytery to 
confult the Procurator of the Church with Begard to the moft 
prudent and effedual method of exercifing the power of ^nfor- ' 
cing the execution of the flatutes with refpe^ td the obfervance 
of the Sabbath, which ns lodged with the Judicatories of tbis 
Church. And the Affembly inftrudl the Procurator to watch 
the introdudion into Parliament of any bill refpeding the due 
Obfeijvation of the Lord's Day, to correfpond with the Intro- 
ducer of fuch bill, and to tranfmit to him a copy of the Admo- 
nition and Information on that fubjed publifhed by authority 
of laft Affembly, and to requeft his particular attention to the 
ftate of Scotland refpeding that fiibjed. 

<On a motion the Committee of Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Monday, 
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Monday, June i. 1795. Sejf. ult. 

SederunU 

Report of the Gommittee for bills called for, given in, and read. . « 

A Committee appointed to coniider the petition foi; the Minifters 
of Tongue, Durnefs, and Edrachilles, and to take ftich methods ' 
as (hall appear to them beft calculated for rendering the funds from 
which the ftipends of thefe Minifters arife moft produdlive, to ( 
report to next AfTembly ; and Mr James Finlayfon appointed 
Convener. 

The account of Mr Geoi^ge Cairncrofs, fate Agent for the Church, 
again called for, with the report of the Committee thereupon; , 
which report was. read, and unanimoufly approved of. 

Lift of Probationers produced ; their names read out, ando rdered * 
to be recorded. 

The CommiUce on the Orkney grievances renewed, and the Com- 
mittee ^uthorifed to receive any farther information, which may 
be communicated from the* Synod or Preftjyteries of Orkney on 
the fubjeft, and to report to next Affembly. 

A Committee named to revife the minutes of the Aflembly*s pro- 
ceedings 'at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch upon 
fuch of the A6ls of the Affembly as are to be ftanding rules, in 
order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Affembly, and to. his Grace the . 
Commiffioner. 

The Lord High Commiffioner's fpeech to the Affembly.^ 

A£t appointing next diet of Affembly. SccPrintedAas, 

The Affembly concluded with prayer, finging of Pfalms, and pro- No. XL 
nouncing the Blefiing. 
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I. 

The King's CommifSon to David Earl 
of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 

Edinburgh, May 19. 1796. 

THE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven, the 
King's Commiffion, fealed with the feal ap- 
pointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in 
Scotland, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and conftituting him his Majefty's High Commilfioner 

and 



,^^ 
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and Repreientative in this Aflembly > whicli Commif- 
fion waM publicly read with all due honour and 1 1 fpe<St, 
and ordered to be recorded in the books of Aflembly; 
— the tenor whereof follows : 



Y^EORGIUSy Dei gratia, Magna Britannia, Francia, 
^^ et Hibernia Rex, Fidei Defenfof: Omnibus probis homi^ 
nibuSf ad quos prafentes litcra nqftra pervenerint, falutem* 
Sluandoquidlm Nos conjiderantes, quod Generalis Ecclejia 
Scotia Ccnventus in dccimum nonum diem Maii proximi con- 
venire ordinatusfuit j Nofque abunde cupidi, et necejfarium 
ejfe judicantes in commodum diSla eccUJia, ut idem eccltjxa 
generalis conventus die Jiatuto debite obfefvetur, atque rebus 
magni nwmenti Nos alio vocaniibus, diBo conventui perfona-- 
liter interejfe nequimus ; Nofque abundi fatisfaSli de fuffici^ 
entia et fdelitate fdeliffmi et pr^dile&ifjimi Nojlri confan- 
guinei Davidis Comitis de Le^en et Melville, quod ad 
fummum munus Nojlri fupremi Commifjionarii ad diHum gene- 
ralem conventum fits exercendum et obeundum nfquequaque fit 
inftru^us : Noveritit igitur, Nos nominajfe^ amfiituije, et or- 
dinaffe^ tenor£que prafentium, nominate, ccnjlituere, et ordi- 
nare^ memoratum fidelijfimum et pradileSlifJimum Nojlrum con^ 
fanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melville, ^- 
premum Nojlrum Commifftonarium diElo generali ecclefia Scotia 
conventui, ^iando^et concedendo illi plenam p^tejiatem^ commif^ 
ftonem, et warrantum, facram Nojlram Perfonam et auBorita- 
tern regalem reprafentandi, nee non prefentiam Nojlram fup^ 
flendi, et locum Nojlrum in di6lo fubfequenti generali conventu, 
tanquam <]ommiJJionario Nojlro ad tunc effeSlum jpecialiter 
conjlituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium et munus Com^ 
mifftonam\pta generaii ecdefia cofiventu per^g4n^,tam pteni 
adeoque liber e ^ in quovis refpedu, quam^ quilibet alius in eodem 
fummo matfere fecerat^ feu' quovis tempore praterito facere po-' 
tnerat, vel ac Ji Nos ipfi perfonaliter prafentts factre potue^ 
'rimus. ^aque omnia et fingula qua diSius David Comes 
de Leven et Melville, in bacNojlra Commiffione profequenda 
ligitim^fecer it, feu fieri ordinaverit, Nos fir miter approbamus 
et ratificamus. Itfuper omnibus et ftngulis di6li conventus et 
ecclefia pafioribus et prefbyterisy caterifque quibufcunque^ intra 
illam partem Magna Britannia Scotiam vocatam, fubditis 
Nofiris^ cujufcunque gradus feu qualitatis, ut di8um Davidem 
Comitem de Leven et Melville, tanquam fupremum No^ 
firum Commiffionarium, quoad effeSum et modumfupra mention 
natum^ revereantur, agnofcant et audient^ firiGle mandamus 
et pracipimus : Atque banc Nofiram Cotnmifjionem i dido de^ 
^mo nono die Maii^ prx)ximiincipere,et deinceps. durante fubr- 

fequente 
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fequenU fejjione di£H generalis conventus in vigore continuare, 
-declaramus^ vel ufque dum a Nobis revocabitur^ €t exonerabi- 
tur. In cujus ret tefiimonium^ prefentibus figillum Noftrum 
per Unionis traSatum cuftodiend. et in Scotia vice ej loco Mag-- 
ni SigilU tjufdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud 
aulq,m Nojiram apud St James's, vigefmo quinto menjis Apri^ 
liSf anno Domini millejimo feptingentejimo et nonagefimo fextOy 
Regnique Nejlri anno trigefimo fexto. 

Perfighaturam manu S. D, N. Regis fuprafcriptam^ 



♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 



II. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to the 
General Aflembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Comiiiiflioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIGHT Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet 
you well. — Imprefled with a juft fenfe of the im- 
portant benefits, which through the blefHng of Divine 
Providence have refulted, during fo long a courfe of 
years, from the meeting of your Venerable Body, it is 
with peculiar fatisfadion that We again impart to you 
the fandion of Our Roy aL Authority, and aflure you of 
Our determination to maintain the Church of Scotland, 
as by law eflablifhed, in the full and free enjoyment of 
all its rights and privileges. We have again thought fit 
to conftitute and appoint Our Right Trufty and Right 
Well-beloveJi Coufin, David Earl of L^ven and Mel- 
ville, to reprefent Our Royal Perfon in this Afl!embly, 
'being well fatisfied with his upright and faithful con- 
dud in the execution of that important truft, and no£ 
doubting but he mufl continue to be acceptable to You, 
from the afFedlon to the Church of Scotland, and the 
zeal for the interefts of Religion, which he has mani- 
fefted on fo many former occafions. The fubjeds of 
your deliberation are awfiil and important, and em^ 
-brace the deareft intercft of Our Sabjeds. The proofs 

B yon 
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J ou have uniformly given of your 'wifdom and difcrc- 
tion, leave Us no room to doubt of your zealous and 
faithful difcharge of the trufts repofed in you^ Recoin- 
.mending you to. the Divine Prote^aioix, We bid* you 
heartily farewell.— Given at Our Court at St James's, 
the loth day of May 1796, in the thirty-fixjth year 
of Our Reign. 

By His Majefty's Cqpnk8WPd> 

PORTLAND. 

Add relied thus : — Ito the Right Reverend the Moderator^ 
Mittijiers and Elders, of the General AJfembly of the Church 
cfSci^tland% 



III, 

The General Affembly's Anfwer to the 
King's moil gracious Letter* 

May it pledfe your Majejly, 

THE gracious , letter with which Your Majeily hias 
been pleafed to honour this meeting of th6 Ge-r 
neral Aflembly of the Church of Scotl^d, was re- 
ceived whh profound refped -and gratitude. 

The good opinion which Your Majefly condefcends^ 
to exprefs of the benefits which through Divine Pro- 
vidence have refiilted from this Supreme Ecclefiailic^l 
Court, the renewal of the fandion of Your Rpyal Au- 
thority, and the afliirances of Your Maiefty's determi- 
nation to maintain our Church in the full and free e?H 
joymerit of all its rights and privileges, cannot fail ta 
animate us in, the difcharge of our duty, and to con- 
firm our loyalty and affection to Your Majefty's Perfon 
and Government. 

We return our humble thanks for, the confidence 
which Your Majefly is pleafed to repofe in us, by eq- 
trufting to us Your Royal Boimty,. for the ^ propagatipa 
of Ghriftian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iflands o£ 
Scotland J and we Ih all carefully endeavour to diftri- 
bute it in fuch a manner as may tend moil efii^u^Uy; 
to accomplifh this generous apd pious deiign. 

We 
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We regard It as a pledge of Your Majefty's favour, 
that Your Royal Perfon is again reprefented in ouV Af- 
fembly by the Earl of Leven and Melyille, — a Noblemaa 
who is at all times mod acceptable to us, not only from 
the great afFedion to the Church of Scotland, and zeal 
for the interefts of Religion, which he has manifefted 
on fo many former occafions, but alfo from his very 
exemplary condud in private life. 

We Ihall be ftudious to cherifli among the people 
with whom we .are cqxmedled, a fpirit of dutiful and af- 
fedionate allegiance t^ a « Sovereign, wha, deeply im- 
prefled with a fenfe of the awful and important nature 
of Religion, Ihews an attention fo paternal to the dear- 
eft interefts of his fubje<Ss j and it will afford us the 
utmoft fatisfai^ion, if, by a zealous and faithful dif- 
charge of the great trufts repofed in us, we Ihall be fo 
happy as to confirm the favourable fentitnents, with re- 
gard to our Churchy which Your Majefty has been plefi^-- 
fed fo gr»cioufty to exprefs. 

That Alttiighty God, the ^atljer of our Lord Jesus 
CnRist; may proted Y6ur Perfoii .and pyofper ^Your 
<3aTerAmcnt ; that He liiay^ blefs the Queen/ the 
PWiNCE and the Princess of Wal^eSj, and all the Royal 
Family ; and that, after a long and happy reigji upon 
earth, Yotr may rife to ai glorious immortality in hea- 
vtn,— -are the eameft ]^f ayers of, ' ' 

Mky it pl6afe Yout Majefty, 

Your Majefty's Moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, . 

And moft loyal Subjeds, 

^be Minijiers and Elders met in this Na- 
* timal Ajfembly of the Church of Scotland^ 

Signed in our name, 

Ih our prefehce, 

And at our appointment, by 



IV. 



Ebinbukg^; r 
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IV. 

Address on His Majefly's late Prefer- 
vation. 



M ^ it pteafe Your Majejly^ 

WE, Your Majefty'fi moft loyal, dutiful, and affec- 
tionate fubjeds, the Minifters and Elders of the 
Church of Scotland, met in the General Aflembly of 
this National Church, beg leave to take this earlieft 
opportunity which our annual meeting affords us, of 
prefenting our moft fincere and heartfelt congratula- 
tions, upon Your Majefty's late providential deliverance 
from the attack made by wicked and daring aHailins ; 
an attack the more peculiarly difgraceful to the times 
in which we live, in having been made upon Your fa- 
cred Perfon, when in the difcharge of oneof the moft 
important duties intrufted to Your Majefty by the con- 
ftitution. Imprefled as we have ever been with the 
ftrongeft and moft unalterable fentiments of refped 
and attachment to Your Majefty's Perfon and Govern- 
ment, we have feen with the deepeft concern and afto- 
nifliment the views of the feditious and difaffeded, 
manifeftly difplayed in an a£l of fuch daring atrocity. 

We have, however, obferved, with the higheft fatis- 
fatStion, that the feveral branches of the Legiflature, 
the conftitutional guardians of the public intereft, have 
cpncurred in the adoption of fuch laws, as we truft will, 
under the influence of Divine Provid«ice, have the ef- 
fed of enfuring the fafety of Your Majefty's Perfon, 
reprefling the. machinations of feditious and difafl[eded 
men, and of fecuring the true liberty, happinefs and 
tranquillity, of thefe kingdoms. 

That the itianifold advantages which we and our 
forefathers have long enjoyed under that form of Go- 
vernment, adminiftered by Your Majefty and the other 
Princes of Your illuftrious Houfe, may be tranfmitted 

entire 
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entire to the lateft pafterity, and that . Your . Majefty 
snay long coutinue to reign over a free, loyal, and afiec* 
tionate people, are the molt earoeil prayers of, 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty^s moft dutiful, 

Moll faithful, and moft obedient Subjeds, 

^tbs Minijiers and IMers met in this National 
AJftmbly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name^ 

In our prefence. 

And at our appointment, by 
Edinburgh, 1 
Jl/o^ 21. 1796.5 

Wm. GREENFIELD, Moderator.. 



V. 

Address to His Majefty on the Birth 
of a Princess, the Daughter of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. 

May it pleafe Tour Majejly^ 

WE Your Majefty^s moft dutifiil and loyal fiibjeds, 
the Minifters and Elders of the Church of 
Scotland, met together in the General Aflembly, take this 
firft opportunity of congratulating Your Majefty on the 
late increafe of the Royal Family, by the birth of a Prin- 
cefs, the daughter of their Royal jHighneftes the Prince 
and Princefs of Wales. 

C '^ A6 
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As our fentiments of duty and afFedion td Your Ma- 
jefty, lead us to take part in whatever may add to Your 
domeftic felicity, we cannot fail to rejoice in an event 
whij&h gives farther fecurity to the permanent conti- 
nuanoe of the Crown of .thefe realms, in Your Maje- 
fly*s illuftrious Family, under whofe mild and equitable 
Government, our happy conftitution has been lb much 
ftrengthened and confirmed, and our national profpe- 
rity fo. greatly Jncreafed. . _ 

That Almighty God may blefs and long preferve 
Your Majelly, to reign over a happy and affedionate 
people : That he may blefs your Royal Confort the 
Queen, their Royal Highnefles the Prince and Prin- 
cess of Wales, Princess CAR:OtLiN£|.and all the Royal 
Family, and that after reigning long with increafing fe- 
licity, You may at laft be rewarded with that crown of 
glory that fadeth not away, through the merits of our 
Xord JefuSvehrift,js the earAeilj|)rayer of, 

Ma,y it^pleafe YQur Majefty^ 

Your Majefly^s moft dutiful, 

Moft-fathful and moft obedient Subjeds, 

I'be Minifters and Elders met in this National 
jijfembly of the Cbiircb of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence, 

. And at our appointment, by 

JVftfjrai. 1796. J 



Wm. GREENFIELD, Moderator. 
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VI. 

Regulations and Overture refpe&ing 
the Eredion of Chapels of Eafe^ 

Edinburgh, May 26. 1796. Sejj: 7. 

THE General Aflembly, judging it expedient, that 
no Chapel of Eafe fliould be ereded without the 
knowledge and approbation of the General Aflembly, 
unanimouily did, and hereby do ordain, That, in future, 
if any petition fhall be laid before any Prefbytery of 
this Church, for the eredion of a Chapel of Eafe, the 
faid Prefbytery fhall ftridly obfefve the following re- 
gulations : 

" That, in future, when a petition fhall be laid be- 
'/ for!b any Prelbyttry of this Church, for the Eredion 
^^ of a Chapel of Eafe, it fhall lie upon the table till their 
*' next ordinary meeting ; and at that meeting, unlefs it 
" fhall appear to the Prefbytery, from the circumflances 
** in which the petition is offered, that tfie Eredion of 
** the faid Chapel of Eafe is unnecefTary and inexpedient, 
*' they fhall cite the minifler and Kirk-Seflion of the 
*^ Parifh^ within which the Chapelis intended ; and 
" fhall fummon, by edidlal citation, the Heritors of the 
** Parifh, and if there is a Burgh in the Parifh, the Ma- 
«* giflratcs of that Burgh, to attend the next Meeting 
" of Prefbytery, and to appear for their intereft, in 
*' the fubjed of the Petition, if they fhall fee caufe : 
*' . — That fuch Prefbytery, after having heard the par- 
^* ties, fhall fufficiently afcertain the circumflances on 
" which the Petition Is founded ;— ?the fads flated as 
** reafons for the neceffity or expediency of the Chapel 
*^ intended ; — the general plan of the Chapel itfelf j — 
" the eflimate of the expence to be incurred in com- 
*' pleting it j — the fchcme laid down for difcharging 
*' the debts, which it ,may be neceflary to contradj;— 
" the plan on which it is propofed to difpofe of the 

" colledions 
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** coUei^iOQS to be made at the Chapel ;— the names 
and. defignations of the perfons la vrhoro the pro* 
^* petty is to be vefted ; — ^the mode propofed for the 
" eleflion of tlie Miniiler; — the ftipend to be pro- 
•*' svided te him^ — and the fecurity offered for the rc- 
" galar payment of the itipend : — That iach Prefby- 
" tery (hall tlie^reafter report the whole above-men- 
^^ tloned 4^rcumftances of the cafe, from their minutes, 
** to the next Meeting of the Geiieral Aflcmbly ; and 
" fliall not pronomice any finai judgment on the petition, 
" tilLthey ftiall have received the fpecial directions of 
V the Aflembly thereon^ and that it Aall be competent 
** for the petitioners, and for all parties having iote* 
^* reft, to be heard on the fubjed at the bar of the Af- 

^^ ferably/' And at the fame time the Aflcmbly 

tranfolit t6 the PrefliyterieS of this Church the faid 
Regulations, as an ovehtore on which they are re- 
quired to fend Up their opinions to the next Aflembly. 
And the General Aflcttibly ordain that feparate copies 
of this Oi*der and Overture be printed, and tralifmitted 
7to the diffeilreflt Prelby teries. 
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vir. 

Commission of the Gefieral AfFembly, 
to certain Minifters and Ruling Elders^ 
for difcuffing affairs referred to thcra. 

Edinburgh, Afoy 28. 1796. Si/f. 9* 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do nomi- 
nate, commiiEon and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
William Greenfield, one of the Miniflers of the 
City, and Profeflbr of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the 
Univerfity of Edinbutgh, their Moderator : And,— 
From the Prejbytery of Dornocky Mr Walter Rofs at 

Clyne^ 
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Clyne, Mr Alexander Sage at Kildonan, Miniflers ; 
Captain Robert Bruce iEneas Macleod of Cadboll, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Tongue^ Mr John 
Thomfon at Diurnefs, Mr William Mackenzie at 
Tongue, Minifters; Mr William Maclean, merchant in 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Caitb- 
fiefs, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Patrick Ni- 
colfon at ThvitiiOy Minifters s Sir John Sinclair of Ulb- 
fter, Baronet, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Wick, 
Mr James Horne, writer to the Signet: — From the 
prejbytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderfon at Evie, 
Mr James Watfon at South-Ronaldfay, Minifters ; Mr 
Alexander Youhgfon, writer to the S\^xxtty Ruling Elders 
^ — From the Burgb of Kirkwall, Malcolm Laing, Efq; 
Advocate : — From the Prejbytery of Cairjlone, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls, Mr John Malcolm at Firth, Mirii-^ 
Jlers ; Mr Richard Richardfon, merchant in Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder: — ^From the Prejbytery oi North IJles, Mr 
. John Anderfon at Stronfay and Eday,Mr Walter Trair 
at Lady-Parifh, Minijiers ; John Grieve, JEfq; one of 
the Commiffioners of Exc^fc, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Zetland, Mr James Sands at Tingwall, Mr 
David Thomfon at Walls, Minijiers j Profeflbr Andrew 
Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery 
of Edinburgh, Dr John Erlkine, Edinburgh, Dr David 
Johnfton at North Leith, Mr James Robertfon at Ratho, 
Mr William Moodie, Edinburgh, Mx Robert Dickfon, 
South Leith, Mr Archibald Bonnar at Cramoqd, Minu 
Jl^rs ; Lord Meadowbank, Bailie George Spankie, Wil- 
liam Simpfon, Efqj cafhier to the Royal Bank, Ruling 
Elders:— From the City of Edinburgh, The Right Ho- 
nourable Sir James Stirling, Baronet, Lord Provoft of 
the City, Mr Thomas Hay, Convener of the Trades :^- 
From the Prejbytery of Linlithgow^ Mr Hugh Mieiklejohn 
at Abercorn, Mr Robert Rennie at Bo-nefs, Mr John 
Sommers at Mid-Calder, Mr John Bell at Carriden, Mi^ 
nijlers i Mr James Taylor, fhipmafter, John Meek of 
Campfield, Efq; Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb of Lin- 
lithgow, Robert Blair, Efq; of Aventown, His Majefty's 
Solicitor General for Scotland : — From 4:he Burgh of 
^eensferry, James Hopkirk, Efq; merchant in Glafgow : 
— From the Preft>ytery of Biggar, Mr Bernard Halden 
at Glenholm, Mr Johi) Ritchie at Dunfyre, Mr Robert 
Anderfon at Syxmxigton, Minijiers s John Dickfon of 
Culter, Efq; AdYOC^itG, Ruling Elder : — From the Pre/^ 

D bytery 
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bytery^ of Peebles, Mr William Wellh at Drummelzier, Mr 
William Marfliall at Manner, Mini/lers ^ James Mont- 
gomery, Efq; Advocate^ Rxding Elder : — From the Pref- 
:^yteryo£ Datkeitby Dr Alexander Carlj^Je at Invereflc, Mr 
Ihomas Maccourty at Pennycuick, Mr Leflie Moodifi 
at Newton, Minijlers s The iight Honourable Lord Ad- 
vocate, Ruling Elder: — ^From the Pre^ytery of Hadding- 
tmj Mr Hugh Cunnyngham at Tranent, Mr George 
Hamilton at Gladfmuir, Mr George Murray at North 
Berwick, Minijlers ; The Mod Honourable George 
JMarquis of Tweeddale, Ruling Elder: — ^From the J?«r^J 
of Haddingtan^ Mr William Cunningham, n^erchant in 
Haddington: —From the Burgbof Nortb Berwick, Sir'Hew 
Hamilton Dalrymple, Bart. : — From the Prejbytery of 
Dunbar, DrnPatrick^larfrae at Dunbar, Mr James Wil- 
Jiamfon at Whitekirk, Minijlers ; John Anderfon, Efq; of 
Windygoul, Haling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Dunje, 
Mr Selby Ord at Longformacus, Mr Alexander^irvan 
^t Langton, Minijlers ^ Mathew Sandilands, Efq; clerk 
to the Signet, Ruling Elder .--r-From the Prejbytery of 
. Cbirnfide, Mr James Landells at doldingham, Mr Robert 
.Scott at Coldftream, Minijiers ,:; George Buchan, Eiq;af 
Kello, Ruling Elder:— From the Prefiytery of Kelfo, Mr 
Andrew JJell at Roxburgh, Mr William Blackie at Y«t- 
liolm, Minijlers j* Sir James Pringle of Stitchell^ Baronet, 
Ruling Elder:— From the Prejbytery of Jedburgh, Mr Wil- 
liam Scott at Southdean, Mr John Hunter at Oxnam, 
Mr James -Rutherford at Hounam, Minijlers j Cap- 
tain John Rutherford of Mofburnford, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of Lauder, Mr Laurence John- 
ilon at Earlfton, Mr James Baird at Legerwood, 
Minijlers j Colonel John Pringle of Georgefield, Ru^ 
ling Elder: — ^From the Burgb of Lauder, the Right Ho- 
nourable James Earl of Lauderdale -.—From the Pre/by^ 
teryof Selkirk, Mr William Campbell at Lilliefleaf, Mr 
Charles Paton. at Ettrick, Mincers. j Mark Pringle, Elqi 
of Clifton, A»/iiBr^ Elder: — From the Burgb of Selkirk, 
J^lexander Cunningham, Efq; younger of Hyndhope:— 
From the Prejbytery of Annan, Mr James Yorftoun at 
,Hoddam, Mr Thomas Smith at Cumbertrees, Mini^ 
Jlers i Jofeph Norris of Newfield, Efq; Ruling Elder : — 
From the Burgb of Annan, Charles Hope, Efq; Adv.o- 
,cate :— From the Prejbytery of Langholm, Mr John Ruf- 
felljat.Canobj, Mr WiUiam Brown at E&dalemuir, Afi- 

ni/lersj 
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fii/lersj Mr James Ueberlfon, writer to ttit Signet, Ru^ 
iing Elder : — From the Pre/by tery of Lqcbmaben, Mr Tho- 
?raas Henderfon at Dryfdale, Mr WilHara Sibbald at 
Johnfton^ Wr William Wightman at Dalton, Minifiers ; 
William Tart, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :— From the 
Burgh of Locbmaben^ Mr William Johnifton, writer in 
Edinburgh: — ^From the Prejbytery of Pt^npont^ Mr Wil- 
liam Keyden at Penpont, Mr James Keyden at Keir, 
Miuifiers i Mr William Carfon, merchant in Clofe- 
burn, Ruling Elders — From the Prejbytery of Dum^ , * 
JritSy Mr Alexander Scott at Dumfries, Mr Wil- . 
Jiam Macrao^rine at Garlaverock, Mr Theodore Ed- 
gar Keyden at Terreagles, Minijiers; Thoma^ Cri ch- 
iton, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder- — From the Prejbytery . 
of Kirkcudbrigbty Br John Scott at Twinholm, Dr Ro- 
bert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr John Johnfton at 
Crofsmichael, Minivers j James Gordon, younger of 
Ctulvenan, Efq; Ruling Elder ^' — From the Burgb of Kirk- 
cudbrigbt^ Horatins Cannan, Efq; of Barley :— From the 
Burgh of New Calloway^ Mr Robert Heron, Pr-eacher of 
the Gofpel^ — From the Burgb of fVigton, Mr John JafT- 
ray, writer in Edinburgh: — From the Prejbytery of 
Stranraer, Mr Anthony Stewart at Newluce, Mr Wil- 
liam Rofc at Kirkcolm, Minijiers j Mr Thomas Adair; 
3Efq; of Genoch, Ruling Edder:: — From tlie Burgb of 
Stranraer, Thomas Smith, Efq; one of the principal 
«clerk« to the bills: — From the Prefby tery <^i Ayr y Dr 
William M*Quhae at St Quivox, Mr John Sbepherd at 
Muirkirk, Mr Robert Duncan at Dundonald, Mr Jameis 
Thomfon at Girvan, Mr William Ritchie at Tarbolton, 
Minijiers } Lord Glenlee, Thomas Kennedy, Efq; of 
©enure. Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb of Ayr^ George 
Ferguflbn, 'Efq; Advocate :— From the Prejbytery of /r- 
^ine, Mr Alexander Miller at Kilmaurs, Mr Robert Ur- 
quhart at Kilbirnie, Mr Robert Macvey at Beith, Mw- 
Jlers s the Honourable Mr Patrick Boyle of Shewalton, 
Ruling Elder :— From the Burgb of Irvine, David Boyle, 
Efq; Advocate: — From the Pre/by tery of Paijley, Mr 
Walter Young at Erfkine, Mr John Monteith junior, at 
Neilfton, Mr George Maclatchie at Mearns, Mr Steven- 
fon Macgill at Ealiwood, Minijiers s Fiyy^ Jamefon, 
Efq; eldeft Magiftrate of Paifley, Robert Davidfon, 
Efq; Advocate, '/2w/i;7^ JEW^rj: —From the Prejbytery of 
Hamilton, Dr James Meek at Cambullang, Dr Alexander 
Hutchifon, at Hamilton, Mr Patrick Macbeth at Glafs- 
ord^ Minijiers J ProfcJObr George Jardine, Glafgow^ 

Ruling 
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Ruling Elder: — ^Fxom the Pre/ljytery of Lanark^ Mrjamci 
Ferguflbn at Pittenain, Mr Jofeph Henderfon at Wifton, 
Minijiers s James MlUer, Efq; of Hallhill, Advocate, 
Ruling EUer: — From the Frejbytery of Glafgow^ Dr Wil- 
liam Taylor at Glafgow, Mr William Dun at Kirkin- 
tulloch, Mr David Dow at Cathcart, Mr John Pollock 
at Govan, ^^inijlers i Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Bart. 
John Corbet, Efqj of Tolcrofs, Ruling Elders: — From 
the City of Glafgoijb^ John Dunlop, Efq; of Rofebank, 
Lord Provofl of the City : — From the Univerjity of Glaf- 
goWy Dr Hugh Macleod, Profeflbr of Eccleliaftical Hi- 
ilory : — From the Eurgb of RutbergUny James Davidfon, 
Efq; writer to the Signet : — From the PreJbyUry of Dun^ 
hartony Mr James Graham at Killem, Dr John Stuart at 
Lufs, Mr John Gillefpie at Arrochar, Minijiers ; — The 
Right Honourable I lay Carnpbell, Lord Prefident of 
the Court of Seffion, Ruling Elder .-—From the Burgh of 
Dunbarton^ Archibald Cam^pbell, Efq; younger of Sue- 
coth: — From the Frejbytery of Dunoon y Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr Dugald Macdugall at Loch- 
^oilhead, Minijiers i John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; jRtf- 
Jing Klder: — From the Burgbof Rotbjay^ William Macr 
leod-Bannatyne, Efq; of Kames: — From the Burgb of- 
Campbelton, William Campbell^ Efq; of Fairfield : — 
From the Burgbof Jnverary^ Humphry Traford Campbell, 
Efq; younger of Aihniih : — From the Frejbytery of Lorn^ 
Mr Patrick Campbell, at Kilninver, Dr Jofeph Macin- 
tyre at Glenorchie, Minijiers i John Campbell, Efq; of 
Lochend, RuUng Elder : — From the Frejbytery of Mull^ 
Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archi- 
tald Maccoll at Tirie, Minijiers ^ Allan Macdougal of 
Hay fields Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery of 
Dunkeld, Mr William Innerarity at Caputh^ Mr Alex- 
ander Niven at Dunkeld, Mr Colin Macvean at Ken- 
more, Mr Hugh Macdougal at Killin, Minijiers j Tho- 
mas Elder, Efq; of Foraeth, David Stewart, Efq; nier- 
chant in Leith, Ruling Elders : — From the Frejbytery of 
Fertb^ Mr John Itiglis at Tibbcrmuir, Mr James Beat- 
fon at Dumbarnie, Mr William Aitkin at Scone, Mr Da- 
vid Dow Junior at Evrol, Minivers ; Archibald Campbell, 
Efq; younger of Clathick, Mr Alexander Beatfon, wri- 
ter to the Signet, Ruling Elders : — From the Frejbytery 
of Stirling, Mr Robert Moodie at Clackmannan, Mr Ro- 
bert Knox at Larbert and Dunipace, Minijiers ; Burnet, 
Bruce, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Frejby- 
tery of Aucbterarder^ Mr Joiin Baird at Duntiing, Mr 

William 
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Wiiliam -Graham atJVifllii'^.^y, Wr Andrew Duncan .at 
Jatchttrztdtty Mini/iirs J Peter Murray, Efq; younger 
ef Auchfecttyrt, /Advofcate, Rulh^ EJder : — From uie 
Prejbytery oiF Dunblane'y Mr Robert Stirling at Dunblane, 
Mt Patrick Murray at Kilmadock, Mini/lers s Profeflbr 
William Richardfon, Glafgow, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery oi Dunfermline^ Mr Archibald Smith at Kin- 
rofs, Mr Allan Maclean at Dunfermline, Mr Andrew 
Robertfbn at Inverbsithing, Mimjiers-^y Sir Charles Pre- 
fton of Valayfield, Routing Elder :--FroTn the Burgh of 
Culrofsy George AbercTomby, Efqj Advocate;— rFrom 
thc' Prejbytery. of Kirica/dy, Mr George Willis >at.Leflie,, 
Jdr 'JohnI Tbomfon at Markinch^ Mr. George Gib, at 
Wemyis, Minifiers ; Alexander Parjju^f Lochore, Efq; 
SuHng Elder :^^Ftota the Burgb oijbyf^rt^ Mr Al^Xjander 
Whyte^v flii^niafter i—tFrom the Prt^tery of Cupflr^Mv 
Robert Bogie at Logiev.Mr Robert, MaccuUoch at Dair- 
iie, Dr Thomas Stewart at Newburgh,TMriLAwrence 
Adamfon at Cupar, Mi^ift^t ; Geprge Greenlaw, Efq; 
of Hilton, Mr David Si mpfon in Duabjpg^ Ruling JEldcrs : 
—From the \Burgb\o{ Cupar ^ Majpr John .Melville, of 
Cairn ie : — From t\i^ Prejbytery of 5*/ ^{uirew^s^ Dr John 
Adarn^oHi at St Andrew'^, Mr Thora^f kettle at Leu-, 
chargj^ Mr Andrew Bell at Crail, Mr David WiUiamfon. 
at Ferry-Port-on-craigi Mini/lers ; Lieutenant-Colonet 
Alexandec Monypeppy of Pitmilly, Profeflbr JHenry 
David Hill^ St Andrew's, JRff/i/^ Elders: — From the 
Bvrgb of St Andre jvUf T^he Hpnourablc Jfi^ry Erlkipe, 
Adypcatjd ;-^From the Vniverftty pf ^ 5/ Andrev^s^ Dr 
George fillip principal of St Mary^s College r-^rom 
the Butgbibi Crail^ Mr.Tiboipars Weiy, writer in Edim 
burgh.:— From the Prejbytery of Meigle^ Mr James.Ogil- 
vie at £ai&B, Mr Alexander Thpmfon at Lentrathan, 
Mr Colin Symers at Aly^h, Minijers j Sir William 
Ramfay .of. BanlF, Baronet, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Forfary Mr David Ferney at Kinnettles^ 
Mr James Mitchell. at AberJlemiio, Minijiers ; Mr John 
MoncreiflF, apothecary in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder z-^ 
From the Burjb of Forfar, Robert Graham, Efq; of Fin:- 
try :-^From the Prejbytery of Dundee, Mr Waltejr.Tait 
at Lundie a^id Fpw|rs, Mr Patrick Macvicar at Dundee, 
Mr Janaes Scptt at -Auphterhouie, Minijlers s George 
Paterlbn, £fqit>f CaftlpUuntly, Ruling Elder .—From the 
Burgb of Dmda, Jamts^f^^^mj, Efq; Advocate^ younger 
of Dunfcenfiy.:-r-Frojq[ rifi^. Prejbytery of ABerbrotboch, Mr 
John Gowans at Lunan^ IV^r William M^Hig^ii ^i Kirk- 

E den^ 
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den, Minifters J Mr Thomas Milne, mercliatit, Gaiiieiii^ 
gate, Ruling Elder : — 'From the Pfejbytery of Brtchvi^ 
Mr Robert Hannah at Strickathrow, Mr Janies Mit- 
chell at Montrofe, Mr Andrew Ferguflbh at Marjton^ 
Minifiers ; James Wauchope, Efq; younger of Edmon- 
ilone, Advocate;, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgbof Bre- 
.chin^ Adam Gillies, l3q; Advocate :— From the Prejby* 
iery of Fordoun^ Mr Alexander Thom at Glenbervic^ 
Mr James Leflie at Fordoun, Mr George Cook at Law-- 
rencekirk, Minijlers j John Burnet, Efq; Advocate^ iJnh 
Jing Elder : — From the Prepytery of Aberdeen, Dr George 
'Gordon at Aberdeen, Mr George Moriibn at Banchory 
Devcnick, Mr Alexander John Forfyth at Belh^Ivie, 
Mr Alexander Simpfon at CMd Mach^r, Minifiers j ViiU 
liam Rohertfon, Efq; Advocate, Procurator for the 
Church, John Gordon, Efa; of Craig, Ruling Elders : 
— ^From the Prejbytery of Kincardine CrNeal, Mj Robeit 
Farquharfon at Logie Coldftbne, Mr Alexander Meare^ 
lat Cluny, Mr Alexander Robertfon at Cbul,^ Minifiers i 
William. Macdohald, Ef^; of Reneaton, Ruling Eider c-^ 
From the Prejbythry of Alford^ Mr John Harper at Kil- 
drummy, Dr George Minty at Kibnethmoht, Mr Jbha 
Cordon at Cabirach, Mint/lers j Janies Gordon, Efc^f; 
younger of Craig, Ruling Elder c — ^From the Prejbytdry 
of EHon, Mr Alexander Cock at Crtiden, Mr George Pi^ 
jrie at Slains, Minijlers : — Prom the Prejbyteiry i^iGarioeh^ 
Mr Thdiiias Tait at Melcirum, Mr Alexander JDuifF it 
Monytefu/fc, Mr Wjlliam Cock at Culfalmond, Minivers s 
William Gordon, Efqj younger erf Rothrie^^ Ruling Ei^ 
der ;~Trom the Prejbytery of Deer, Mr John JLundie at 
Loanmay, Mr William Gumin at Rathen^ Mr William 
Frafer at Tyrie, Minijlers ; ^t^o\\Xi Tayloir, iifrit^er to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder .•— Frotn the Pfejbymy of Unrreff^ 
Mr John Falconer at Fyvie, Mr'Robert Gordon at Drum* 
blade, Minijlers ; Mr Archibald Miln, writer to thtSig; 
net, Ruling Elder :-^¥ torn xht Pfejbytery bfFordycej Mr 
Robert Grant at CuUen, Mr Alexander Gi-dy at Qrdi^ 
quhiH, Minijlers y Mr George Andiletfr, WfitejfJn Edin^ 
buirgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh Kif JBiinJ^; Goarpt 
Ctkti^n of l>ewar, Erq;^Prbto the Pr^jfterycFSfra^i^ 
bogie; !is/lr J^rhes Miln at Rhyne, Mr Fraiids ^Forbes at 
Grange, Minifieri s Mr Baron Goif don, i?«/w^.HAfei^> 
-^Ffom the Prejbytery 6£ -Akeriottr, MrGiiofg^ Cruik^* 
ih^nkit RothfeS, Mr William Spenc^ at rinwffaven. Mi- 
MJtetss The Honourable Artb* Dtaff, Ruling Eldek:-^ 
FrOpS the Prejbytery of AperHetBa^^Mx luvv^is GraBC at 

Cromdale, 
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Cromdale^ Mr John' Anderfon at Kingufie, Minivers j 
©r Gregory Grant, phyfician m Edinbur^, Ruling El- 
4fcrv-«-F«)m the FrtJbyUry of El^n^ Mr Jame; Gillan at 
Speymotttli, Mr WiUiam Macbaioe at Alves, Minijiers j 
iMr Thomas Gondoa, writer to:thc Signet, Ruling Elder : 
-*-From the Burgh c^ Elgin, Mt Francis Nicol, preacher 
of the Gofpel :— From the Prejbytery of Forres, Mr Wil- 
liam Stephen at Raflbrd, Mr John Hoyes at Kinlofs, 
Minijcrrj Georgfe Cmning of R^Iu^sl^; Z(qy Ruling El- 
.der .•-— Froip: the JPrefyaery of Nairn, Mr John Morrifon 
at J{ai«i, Mr John raterfon at Auldearn, Mini/fersj Mr 
Alcxander.Grant,; writer to thp Signet, RuliHg Elder ;-~ 
From, the P«/*yr^;y of Inverntfs, Mr Alexander Frafer 
at Invscmcfs, MriHli^h Macfcay at Moy, Mimftei^s i Si- 
.mon Frafer of Fiafattne^ Efq; RuUng Elder ': — From the 
Frejbytery' of Cbanonrjs Mr JUKletick'Mackehzie at Kil- 
muir Wetter, Mr Robert Smith at Crbmarty, Minijlerss 
Convtoier Jdin Lindfay of Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :^^ 
From the Prejbyiiry of Tmn, Mr J<>hn Mathifon at Kit- 
muir Eafter^ Mr Thomas Urqohart at Rofsketn^ Mini^ 
Jlerti' CSiarl^ Rofs^ J£fq; Adt^ocate, Ruling Zlder :^ 
From tbb Prejbytery 6f Dingwall, Mr Jdhn Frafer at Kil^ 
moi:aick,iMr Charles Calder bt tlrquhart, Mini/lets j Mr 
Keniietfa Macki^nzie; writer to the*Sl^et, Rnfing&der r 
^Frcmiiic Prejby$ety of A^^ Raft 

at KihnaEmitg, Mr James Grant at Urquhart, Minivers: 
^^TCfkkiAkPriJbyUry of Sky, Mi^^Martin Macpherfon at 
Slatb, Mr Malcolm MacLeod it Snizort, Minifters ^ The 
Right Honoiirable Alexander Lord^Maicdbnald, Ruling 
l^der ••-♦-Ffom the Prejbytery df Uijl\ Dr John Macleod' 
at Harris^ Mr Edmund Mac^ueen at Barra, Minijlers s 
Hedtor^MacdonaM Buchanan; Efq; Writer to the Signet, 
Ruling Mider .^-^Zrom, the Prefiytery of Lochcarron, Mr 

John i Macrae at Glenfliiell, Mr Alexander Downie at 
.6cha)tfli, MMr£^^>' Bailie Daniel Miller GafiongAte^ 
jR»/i/9Qf iEititfr; And the General Aflembly added thereto 
Dr Henry Oripye, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, in 
piaccx>f the Moderator : to bE'Qommissionbrs of this Ge- 
fiei^ Aflbmbly^tothe ^fSt(X aft^r metition^d ; with power 
to tl^fSudCpttrnfffiofle^rs, or thfeir quorum, whitihii here^ 
^ declared to be an^ thirty-on^ of the fiiid ^ommif- 
fioiu»ai^'li^reof twenty '•one aVe alwiays to be mihifteris, 
to xsmkt 4md cotivetie wkhltii the Aflenibly-houfe at 
Sdinbiir^ the ifirft' 4tty a^ei' the diilbhition of this 
Afieknbly; ac ten of the €l6ok in the forenoon % and 
theariaftfv^ the feco^ We^neTday of Aiiguft, thkd 
Wdctnefday of November, and the firft Wedae^ay of 
March next to comet and oftener, when and ^here diey 

fiiair 
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fhair think &t and oonrententi !w4j:h fjchvci* to die'fmd 
Comtniinpners to chufe their own Moderator: Aadlike«»t 
wife, the General Aflembly ftjUy empowers their find 
Commifli'onerS) oi; their quoram abore aaiexs^iontdg to 
cognofce and finally determine^ as they (hall ioa caufe^r 
in every matter referr^d^ or that &all be referrsd to* 
them, by an a€t or order of this Aflembly; and to do* 
everything, contaified in, and conform to che.infl rue*' 
tions given, or to be given by tkis; Af&mbly.r and to 
adver? to the intereft of the Church on etveryocbfrfion^ 
that the Church, and prefent eftabUikdiept thqnxif^ do. 
not fufier or fuftaifi any j>rejudice: whiph theyi caa .pre*, 
vent I 98 they wilLbe anfwerable : Provided alwagrs,. that, 
this general clanfis be not extend^ toparticid«nafiair6. 
or prqc^iTe^ before Synods or Prettbyberies, that are footi 
of univerfal concern to» or infioence upon, the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
proceflles be determined^. except at the four fiated- diets; 
and what ihall be deterimned at one. diet of ^ tW;Gom«' 
niidion,. with relation <o private caufes, {ball be unal- 
terable Igr any other diet tsbereof, and ihall ftand; and 
ci>Rtinue in forte till', difapproted of by the Otiieral 
i^^embl^^\ ,And the Ai&mbly renews the MuftnidkMis 
givoi ^ the General AiTembly in tiiB: yearOnfrthou^ 
ijjbiidrevep hundred. and feveoteen to their Gdmmiffidn, 
and appoints the &me to. ftaxid in full forcieas inftruc--. 
tipQf <<^>the Cop;imiffli0ner$ before named, and toi>e ob«- 
ferved ^y th^m in all points, < as if the' fame wfere fpe« 
ciallr here^inTerted} and that they inquire into the p&«^ 
blifhing and fpreadifi^ of books and pamphlets, tending, 
towards the prompting of opinions of whatever kitid, 
inconfiftent with our Cbnf^on of Faiib j and;. that the. 
recommenders of (uch books and pamphlets, of^ the tt^. 
rors therehi contained, whether by word^ writ, dr. print, 
be called before the faid QommiiBop, to anfwer Jar. tb^' 
fame. And further, the tfaid CommiiSon is hereby tvA^ 
powered to receive any nsferences and appeikk that;fliall 
be made to them from Synods,, in mattera of dodrineji 
and ripen fuch a&irs. for the n<;xt General . AUbnbly f 
and to contribute what they can to the fupprcifliog ^ ckf 
rice and immorality, and give all needful advice andf 
afliflance to Synods atid.Preibytqrka»iupQii a|:^liaHrion 
to them for that end : I^ikewiie^ t»:taltt Cace tluitithe 
impreiiions of the Holy Scriptures ^ th«C(9i|/|^^ F^uth^ 
and Catecbi/ms^ and fnch books as are. .authorliieKL by 
diiis Church, relating to the / do^rioe, worihip,. .difoi^ 



plide arui goveromefit Jttrereof, be corred; arid give 
diredkions about prbting «the fanKf. And the C^m* 
.miffioners are appoiiated and empowered to keep a 
-correfpondeftcc wifh* the <Ioinmittce for ireforraatibn 
>of the Highlands and Iflnrnds, for ^fuppFefling Popery 
and fiipcrftition, aad for proimottng the knowledge 
-of tnie f eligion, and carrying on a reformation hi 
•thefe parts, and give aiBilance and cortciftrpence there- 
in ; andy if neted be, to apply to the Crovemmefnt for a 
proper remedy and fpetdy redrefs^ And the faidCom- 
miJ^oners^-are hereby ftritaiy prohibited and difchai^^d 
rto meddle in any other ma«ers' than ^ what are commit- 
ted and referred to thdm, as above mentioned: And, 
in all their adkingsy they are- to jptdtAed -:aocording to 
•;the ads and conftitution of this Church, and to do no- 
thing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the fame^ 
declaring^ that, in and for alltheir adings, they (hall 
be accountable to, and cenfurable-'bythe nextOeneral 
Aflembly, as -they fhall fee caufe^ And the General 
Aflembly appoints the faid Gommiflioners particularly 
to obferve the afts of the General Aflemblies One 
thoafand fev^n hundred and twelve, and One thoufand 
feven hundred and 4iiiieceei^, refpeding the application 
«of the public money ; which two ads are printed' among 
the a^s of Affembly One thoufand. feven hunted and 
>iixty-one. And this Clommiifion i$ to continue and en« 
•dure until -another Gommriiion be appointed i' and metn- 
-bers arfe required to attend the diets of the faid Cdm- 
miflion ; and .abfents therefrom are ordered to He noti- 
xed, according to the 17th ad of thetOeneral Aflfembly 
held in .the year One thoufand (even hundred and fix. 
And for the better fecuring of a quorum, and attend- 
ance of ^menibers on the Commiflion, the General Af- 
fembly prohibits the Prefbyteryof Edinburgh, or any 
other Preibyxery within twelve niilies thereof, to meet 
on any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 
of this CommiiSon^ and fuch.of the members of thefe 
Preflaji^eries as are cwa the Commiflion, are required, all 
of them to give attendance on the diets thereof; and 
the Preibyttries at a greatef dift'aixe, who have four or 
more members on tlie Commiffion, are to take care, 
that at leaft two of them attend each diet of the fame : 
And the General Aflembly appoint their Commiflion, at 
their firll meeting, to difcufs as many of the caufes and 
queflions relative to the fettlement of vacant churches, 
which are or ihall be referred to them by the Aflembly, 
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-a* they can overtake. And if is further provided, that 
when any Prelbytcry or Synod of this Chucch (hall de- 
cline to comply with the fentence of the Comraiifion, 
or to give the fame a full execution, ia that cafe the 
Ck>mixMffion is hereby |>rohibited to execute the fame, 
by appointing any fuch cerrefpondent meeting, as has 
been fome time the practice, but fliaU allow the {ame to 
lie ov«r to the enfuing Aflembly, to which fuch Brefty- 
teriesor Synods fhall be anfwerable for fuch their con- 
dud, and are hereby appointed to fend up with their 
■CommiiGoners their reafom for the fame. And tbat in 
flailing their fencences, and in ordering the execution 
^f the iame^ they Aridly obferve the ijth ad of the 
Aifembly One dioofand feven hundred and thirty -fix. 



VIII. 

Commission to fome Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for the Refonnation of 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majefty's Royal 
Bounty £or that end. 

Edinburglf May 30. Sejf, 9. 

♦ 

TrE General Assembly did, and hereby do no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr William 
Green FiLD, one of the Minifters of the City, and Pro- 
feflbr of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the Unirerfity 
of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the minifters who 
are members of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, Mr Wal- 
ter Rofs, Mr WHliam Mackenzie, Mr William Suther- 
land Mr James Watfon, Mr James Bremner, Mr John 
Anderfon at Stronfay, Mr James Sands, Mr Hugh Meikle- 
john, Mr Robert Anderton, Mr William Marfhall, Dr 
Alexander Carlyle, Mr George Murray, Mr Selby Ord, 
Mr RobeiUr Scott, Mr William Blackie^ Mr William 

Scott, 



Scott/Mr William (^mpbell, Mr JohnRuflell, Mr Tho- 
mas Hehdcrfon, Mr William Keyden/Mr Ale^cander 
Scott, Mr John Johnfton, Mr WilKam Rofe, Dr Wil- 
liam IVIacquaey Mr John Shepherd/ Mr Alexander Mil- 
der, Mr Walter Young, l!)r Jam^s Meek, Mr James Fer- 
guflbn^ Dr William Tsylor, Dr John Sttiairt, Mr Dugald 
IMacdougal, Mr Patripk Campbell^ Mr Alexander Camp* 
iell, Mr William Innierarity, Mr Alexander Niven^ Mr 
John Inglis, Mr James Beatfon, Mr Robert lyioodie, Mr 
John Baird, Mr Patrick Murray, Mr Allan Maclean, 
Mr George Willis, Mr RoT^ert Bogie, Dr John Adamfony 
Dr Georg4J Hill, Mr James Ogiivie, Mr David Ferney^ 
Mr Patrick Macvicar, Mr William MilUgan, Mr Robert 
Hannah, Mr George Cook, Dr George Gordon, Mr 
Alexander Meams, Mr John Harper, Mr Alexander 
Cock, Mr Thoma« Tait, Mr John Lundie, Mr John Fal- 
coner, Mr Robert Grants Mr James Miln, Mr.George 
Cruicldhank, Mr Lewis Grant, Mr Williain Macbain,. 
Mr John Hoyes, Mr John Morrifon, Mr Hugh Mackay, 
Mr Roderick Mackenzie, Mr John Mathiefon, Mr John 
Frafer, Mr Thomas Roft, Mr Martin Macpherfon, Dr 
John Macleod, Mr John Macrae, Minijiers s Mr Wil- 
liam Maclean, Sir John Sinclair, Baronet, Mr James 
Home, Mr Alexander Youngfon^ Malcolm Laing, Efq; 
Mr Richard Richardfon, Commiffioner Grieve, Pxofef- 
for Dalzelj.Lord Meadowbank, BaUlie Oeorge Spankie, 
William Simpfon, Efq; the Lord ProvdftKrf" Edinburgh, 
Convener Thomas Hay, John Meek, Efq; Mr Soliciter 
General, John Dickibn, Efq; James Montgomery, Efq; 
the Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, Matthew 
Sandilands, Efq; the Earl of Lauderdale, Mark Pringle, 
Efq; Mr Alexander Cunningham^ Mr Jofeph Norris, 
Charles Hope, Efqj Mr James Robertfon, William Tait, 
Efqj Mr William J ohnfton, Mr Horatius Cannan, Mr 
Robert Heron, Mr John Jeifrey, Mr Thomas Adair, Mr 
Thomas Smith, Lord Glenlee, George Ferguflbn, Efq; 
the Honourable Patrick Boyle, David Boyle, Efq; Ro- 
bert Davidfon, Efq; Provoft Jolw Dunlop, Dr Hugh 
Macleod, Mr James Davidfon, the Right Honourable 
the Lord Prelident, Archibald Campbell, 'Efqi junior^ 
John Lamont, Efq; William Macleod-Bannatyne, Efq; 
William Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; Humphry Traford 
Campbell, Efq; Mr Allan Macdougal, Thomas Elder, 
Efq; Mr Alexander Beatfon, George Abercromby, Efq; 
Major John Melville, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 
^onypenny, Mr Thomas Weir,, Sir William Ramfay, 
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iBaronet;^ Mr John Mo,ricreifF, Robert Graham, Efq; 
Jamey L*An)y, Efo; Mr Thomas Milne, James Wau- 
chope, Efq; Adam GUlies, Efq; John Burnet, ECq; the 
Procurator, Mr William Macdonald, James Gordoiii, 
Efq; younger of Craig, Mr William Gordon, Mr John 
Taylor, Mr ArchrbaldMiln^ MrGeorge Andarew, George 
Cranfton, Efq; 5a^"Qn Gordon, the Honourable Arthw 
Duff, £>r Gregory Grant, Mi* Thomas Gordtwi, Mr 
George Cumin, Mr Alexander Grant, Convener John 
Lindfay, Charles Rofs, Efq; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, 
Lord Macdonald, Mr Hedor Ma<:donald Buchanan, Bai- 
lie Daniel Miller, i?tt///2^ Elders s to B£ a Committ£S 
of this Aflembly, for the refor^nation af the Highlands 
and lilands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge 
•of true religion, fuppreffing Popery and profanenefs, 
and for managing the Royal Bounty for thefe ends, ac- 
-cording to, and in terms of his Majefty^'s erant to this 
Aflembly. In profecution of which pur^ies, ,the Com- 
mittee are to appoint Preachers and Catechifts, to go 
to fuch places as they ihall find, upon due information^ 
to be the meft proper^ according to his Majefty's de-- 
iign, exprefled in His warrant ; and, in fo doing, that 
they haVtt particular regard to fuch parifties in South 
Uift, Small Illes,'Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moi- 
dart, Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other parifliM 
of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Com- 
mittee Ih^l find, by r^afon of the yaft extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhap- 
py circumftaxices, to be ^in the greateft difl'refs : And 
they fhall take care, that the perfons they employ be. 
certified and found, upon due trial, to be properly qua- 
lified for thefe refpedive offices, of good abilities for 
for the fame, of a pious life and converfation ; prudent, 
of undoubted leyaity to his Majefty, and of competent 
fkill in the principles of Divinity, and particularly ivk 
Popifli controverfies : Such Preachers and Catechift* 
leing hereby appointed to be fubjed to, and under the 
infpedion of the Prelbyteries of the bounds to whicli 
they are fent, who are to take <:are that the orders of 
the Committee be duly obferved by them* And the 
Preachers are alfo appointed to catechife, and both they 
and the Catechifb to Inftrudl the people from boufe 
to houfe, and to vifit the fick ; and in all their la- 
hovLT among the people, to be careful to teach them th^ 
principles and duties of the true Chriflian Proteftant 
Teligion^ and the obligations they are under to duty and 

loyalty 
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loyalty to -our SoTerelgn King George, and obedience 
tothe laws r And the Comnritrtee are empowered to give 
them fttch -inftrudions as to their work and behaviour, 
as they fhall judge meet 5 which inftniCtions the Preach- 
•ers and Cateciiifts are hereby ordered to obey\ The Ge- 
neral Aflerably do further appoint the iaid Committee 
to have a parti<:ular regard, in therr proceedings, to the 
regulations agreed njpon by the Committee of the Af- 
fembly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 30th of 
September 1730, approved by firequetrt Aflemblies; arid 
to take care that Pfefbyteries, and others concerned, 
•obferve the fame, which they are hereby ordered to do : 
Particukriy, the Aflembly Ordtiins the feveral Pirefby- 
teries to infert in their regiAers the Committee^s ap- 
pointments of the defignations, fabries, and -ftations of 
the feveral Miffionarics, and to have an \exa(3 regard 
thereto, in all the letters *they fhall write abourt thefaid 
Miffionartes, arid in giving of certificates to them j and 
to diredl all their letters^ concerning MifGonaries in 
their bounds, only to the Moderator of the Committee ; 
which letters fliall be figned, at the appointment of the 
Prefbytery, by the Moderatoir or Oerlj: thereof: And 
the Aflembly does difcharge an]jr payment to be made 
of the falarit^s of the Miffionarics, except upon receipts 
from tbe Millionaries themfelves, and upon certificates 
from the Prclbyteri^s, bearing, that they bave ferved 
for the time mentioned in the receipts; and that every 
€atechift, who receives, a falary ftom the Royal Bounty, 
on condition that the parifliioners, or gentlemen of the 
diftrijft fhall pay a certain fum in aid of fucb falar/, 
fliall infert, in the body of his recieipt to the Cafhier; a 
declaration, that he hals received the particular fum fpe- 
•cified J and that the atteftation of the Preibytery. fliall,. 
in like mariner, bear, that the Catedhift has received 
the ftipulai:;ed fiam which the Comimittee make' the con- 
diti<iri<)f Ws appointrriewt; it being tinderfto'od! by this 
refolutton, that thefereral flat ions. With regard to which 
fuch' conditions were originally ma-de by the Commit- 
tee, n^hen no fuch declaration of the Catechfft, or atte- 
ftation of the Ppefl>ytery, a$ is now propofed, is recei- 
ved by the <:;afliie*r,>fliall be afterwards fupprefl^ed by 
ttie^Commi^tee, though' tbe Catediift ftiall, not Witfhftand* 
ing, receive the Iklarry for the time be is certified to 
have perfbrmed^his duty; That a journal of th6 itine- 
xtknV^ lafetftirs in the riiiniftry, of the ihiflion comiiiitted 
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to him, be written on the back of the Preftytqry^s'cer- 
ctificate, and figned by him, a& the ground On which the 
Prefbytery have granted him i*aid certificate. The Ge- 
nexat Ail^bly do aKb empower the (aid Cotiifliitiec to 
.^pply, ibr the purpofes above mentioned^ what m^y re- 
main of .the laA yearns Royal Bounty not diipofed of, 
by reafon of any of the .:Mi(Roiiarie6 not. fulfilling che 
appointments laid upon them^, apd <hat tbey are ta 
Jkeep a regifter of their proccedingSi and HHewife di- 
ll indt books ^f accounts^ how the foreikid money 
is bedewed, which &^U b^ patent to any concerned^ 
^ho pleafe to infped the fame. Of the perfons above 
aiamed^ as Members of thu Qommittee, five ar^ declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be Minifteira. But 
it is hereby appointed, That at the qtiarterly meetiiag 
iof the Committee, in which the fcheme or eilabliih-i 
meat of Miflionaries for the ofifuing year is to be, ap- 
proved and determined, not lefs than fourteen fhali htf 
^the quorum, whereof nine Ihall be MiniAers'; and the 
/aid Committee arc appointed to have their firft general 
meeting at Edinburgh^^he firft lawful day after the ad- 
journment of the firft iof the ftuted diets of the Con^ 
miffion of the General AfTembly ; their fecond meeting 
(which is for fixing the annual fcheme) upon the fe* 
cond Thurfday of July, with power to thofe Members 
who ihall then be preient, to adjourn j and their other 
two general meetings the firft lawful days after the fta- 
jted meetings of the Commifiion of the General Ailegi^ 
.bly,4n November and March, within the A(l6nd)ly; ay lo 
at t^i of the clock in the forenoon, except that day 
fhaiU fall to be ^aturday^ and then the meeting (b all be 
upon Monday next thereafter, at the faid hour ^ with 
power to the faid Committee to adjourn themfeives to 
fuch tinges and places as they &all find mpft needful 
and coQvenient: Aa4 they ar^ to keep a,correfpond^ 
-ence with the Commiiliou of the General Aflembly, 
apd the Society for propagating Cbriftian ICnowledge, 
and their Committee bf Diredlors, and to take their ad- 
vice and afliftance ^ and alfo to correfpoud with the 
Synods and Prefljyteries concerned. They are likewiiib 
inftruded and empowered, as they ftiall fee caufe, to 
apply to the Government, or any Magiftrate^ for affift* 
.ance andfupport in carrying on the delign of the com* 
miffion now given to them^ And the Generi^l Aflembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, Procura- 
tor for the Churchy and Receiver of the forefaid Royal 
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Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he (hall be direded and 
ordered by the forefaid Committee, and according to 
their rules. And the faid Committee are appointed to 
examine the accounts of the diftribution of the Royal 
Bounty, and lay the fame before <he Lords Commiflion- 
iers of His Majefty's Treafury.,^ or the Barons of His 
Majefty's Ceurt of Exchequer, and tQ report their dili- 
gence to the General AfleiBbly, to whom they are to be 
accountable. And it is agreed, That no perfon once 
^employed and infert in -tl^c fcheqie, fhall be ftruck out 
thereof for th^t year, but by the quorum of at leaft 
fourteen^ whereof nine to be Mii9ii(i«t« ; and 'm- cafe 
any complaint ikall be made agajnil any eftbem on 
the fchepae, k fhall not be determiwd tjie firft otdiuary 
meeting that the fanie is x>fiered^b^t U ikaU li« Ou the 
table till another meeting; and id the mead time, the 
perfon complained of, and the Prefhy tery of the bouijds 
wherein he officiates, fhall be acquainted of fuch com- 
f>lalnt, and thofe concerned be required to fend to the 
faid Committee a jufl account ,pf the matter againfl 
the next -meeting. A"d it is farther appointed^ That 
after the yearly fcheme of Mifppnarifcs 6a the Royal 
Bounty is fettled in manner above direded, and no- 
tice thereof given by letters to the Prefbyteries con- 
cerned, iiich Prefty tcri€s (hall feod up to the faid Com- 
mittee their anfwer to ^thefe letters, at fartheft^ with 
their Conamiffionera to the Gcnejr^il ^ffemWy ,t 'if the 
fame be not done foon^ri ^nd .jth^f:,!;^!^? C^QnPVP^it^ee, at 
their firfi meeting^ after the penen^t/^fjeipably, ihal) enr 
deavouT to completq fhe ne:jtt year'5 fch^mc thep[^felvfis > 
and if they cannpt complete it,the j^aU namea fub-com- 
mittee of their n^mb?r.for that pwijpote, who. ?r€ to lay 
their draught thereof ^befow a fuhfeqweii? meeting, which 
js appointed to meet as foon after the rifing oiF the Af- 
fembly as poffible-. Apd empqwcred the ,Committee, at 
their firfl meeting, to rcj^eft any petition for a nqw fta- 
tion, in cafe they Ihall fipd fumcicnt objections againfl 
it; an4. that the faid Compiittee, in making up the 
fcbem^ of Mifltonaries., &Ct 4oVp^'^. exceed theium in 
thegrapt* •/•''• 
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IX. 

1 ^ 
Edinburgh, May 28. 1796. SeJJl 9. 

^iff£ Report 4>f the Committee appointed to 4:lafs returns t$ 
Overtures was called for^ given in^ and read. — The Af- 
/emhly ordered the Overture reJpeSling the Licenjing of Pro- 
bationers to be rt-tranfmitted s witb a renewal of the Re- 
commendation tofucb Prefbyteries as havefent no Returns^ 
to fend tbem without further delay^ 



New Overture rf fpedting the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 



Edinlurgb^ May 25. 1792, Sejf. S* 

.' . • » • '. 

^TP'HE General. Aflcipbly having taken under their fe- 
j|^ -rious Confidcrition, the great danger to which the 
iiiterefts of Religioti atad of this. Church may be ex- 
pofed, by licewfitig any to preach the Gofpcl, who are 
not duly tjualifitedHfbf that important truft, do hereby 
dnad and- ord-ain, That in ^all time coming the follow- 
ing regulation^ flidt4)fe ftridly obferved:^ 

I. It*^^ hereby etiaded, That no Student fliaTl be en- 
tered upon the Roll tif an^ Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he (hall producetd the faid Profeflbr a certificate from 
thd Minifter of the parish in which he has his ufual re- 
fideiice ; ^r iii his abfence^ or during aTacancy in faid 
parifli, from fome neighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 
his charader is fuitabie to his views ; together with a 
4iploma of Mafter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral Profeflbrs of Philofophy^ under whom he hath 
ftudied, from which it may be clearly afcertained that, 
infomeUniverfity or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome winter-feffions of 

College 
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College pre<:eding that ia 'whidh the certificates are 

produced. 

II, The Gencrai Aifembly do likewJfe hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeflbrs 
•of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, fliall 
continue to pfofecute the ftudy^f Divinity for the term 
of fix Seifions : Provided always. That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall du- 
:;ring three SeiEons, his Courfe fhall be confidered as 
completed in four Seflions ; and that if he hath given 
regular attendance in the Hali during two Seflions, hi-s 
dourfe fhall be confidered as completed in five Seflions. 
And the Aflerably do further ordaip, That in each of 
^thefe cafes. Students fhali be inrolled by the Profefix)rs 
4uring the feveral Seflions of their reifpedive Courfes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall^ in the manner herein 
-afterwards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Englifti, an 
Exercife and Addition, a Ledure on forate large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with fuch 
other exOTcifes ^s the Pj^ofeflx)rs fliall think proper to 
prefcribe. And the Aflembly farther enad and declare. 
That a IStudent is entitled to appJty to the Profeflbr for 
his certificates, that he may be p^ropofed for trials^ and 
:that the preliminary ftepsmay be taken by the Prefljy- 
tery during the currency of the lajft Sefllion of his Courfe, 
as above defcribed ; with this limitation, that if the faid 
Jaft Sefljon is to be claimed as a Seflion of regular at- 
tendance, he fliall,. toward the conclufion thereof, ob- 
tain a new certificate of his attendance during, its cur- 
rency, and produce the fame to t^he Prefl>ytery or Sy- 
nod. 

III. Profefljbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
mucli as circumitances may permit,, to the condud of 
fuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
.find it pra^icable, to infift that every Student fliall de- 
liver bis firft difcourfe fome time during his fecond Sef- 
fion, at the latefl:, and the remainder of his Difcourfes 

:at fuch periods as may enable him -to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the lafl: Seflion 
of his Courfe. 

IV. When a Student is propofed to any Prefl)ytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials, the Prcfl)ytery fliall be 

.H , alone. 
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^lone, and the motion for that purpofe fliall lie upon tlic 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the meaa 
time, the Prefbytery fhall appoint the Member by whom 
-the Student has been propofed, to lay before the faid 
meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 
Student, that are fpecified in the third paragraphof the 
fifth fedlion of this atSk ; to defire him to attend the 
fame; and to inform hinft, that, previoufly to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far as circumftances may permit, to 
-wait on fuch Minifters of the Prefbytery as have not. 
formerly had -an-opporttinity. of converiing with hirn in 
^rivat^. 

V. Whf^n th« time appointed for confidering the mo- 
lion is arrived, the Prefbytery fhall flridly obferv^ the 
•following regulations. 

Ty?, Th« Prefbytery fhall be alone, while they are 
employed in difcufling the feveral preliminaries re4>ed- 
ing Students who are propofed for trials. 

2dy They fhall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpofe, has completed 
the twentyxfirfl year of his age. 

3^?, No Student fhall be admitted to trials, unlefs he 
produces to the Prefbytery, acertificate orK:ertificates 
from the ProfefTor or Profeflbrs of Divinity, under 
whofe tuition he hath fludied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
fecuted his studies, and delivered his Difcourfes, in the 
manner prefcribed by this aft; and that his condud, as 
far as confifls with the knowledge of the faid Profeflbr, 
or Profeflbrs, has beeti in every refpedl fuitablc to his 
views in life. And the General Aflembly do likewife 
iiereby enad. That the PxeibyJtery fhall record at full 
length the faid certificate, or certificates, in their mi- 
nutes : And it i) hereby enadled and declared. That the 
Student having lodged fuch. certificate or certificates, 
fhall be entitled 'to obtain extrads of the fame, if de- 
manded. 

4^i&, No Prefbytery fhall receive any Student upon, 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report^ 
found in his principles ; pious, fober, grave, and prudent, 
in his behaviour ; of a peaceable difpofition ; and well 
ftfTeded to the happy eflablifhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu- 
liar importance, they fhall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, junlefs his .refidence, during the 

year 



^car preceding^ has been chiefly within their hounfls, 
^r he Ihall prodnce fufficient teftimonials from the Pref- 
bytery, in whofe bounds his reiidence has chifefly been 
during'that term, bearing, that his character is^fuch as 
is defcribed in the immediately preceding fentence of 
^his pa^ragraph, and recommending him, In thefe re- 
fpeds, to the Prelbytery before whom the propofal is 
made, as a proper perfon^ to be entered upon trials. 

^tbf The Prefbytery fliall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied, that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe 
feveral branches of knowledge which are neeeflary to 
enable him to be an ufeful Preacher of the Gofpel. And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Preibytery, in 
order to procure full information in this refped, (hall 
examine the Student, ftridly, and privately, on his 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages*, and of 
Philofophy and Theology, 

6tb, If after thefe preliminary fteps have been taken, 
'the Prefbytery fhall be of opinion, that the Student is 
duly qualified in^thefe feveral particulars, they (hall re- 
<:ord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Prelbyt&ries within the 
^bounds of^the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leafl: before themeeting of the fame, informing them 
of the Pre£bytery's intention to -take the Student upon 
Public Trials, and bearing, th^t the cemficat-e, or cer- 
tificates in his favour, which are required by this adt, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided, That within the bounds of fuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student maybe entitled to 
have thefe circular letters written half a-y ear fooner 
than would be otberwife competent. 

VI. The General Aflembly dodikewife hereby enad 
and declare, That, at the requeft of the Student, it fhall 
be competent to any Prefbytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certify- 
ing to the Prelbytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary fteps have been 
taken according tothe diredlions of this ad ; and that 
fuph parts of the public and private trials as have been 
already gone through, have been received with appro- 
bation. 

vn. If 
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VII. If a Studentiiath ftudied, either in whole orlti 
|>art, in Proteftant Univerfities which are not within the 
bounds of this .Church, he Ihall, when he is propofed to 
any Preflbytery for trials, bt required to produce fatis- 
fying tseftimonials from the ProfefTors of Divinity in 
faid Univerfities ; and the time which thefe Profeflbrs 
' 'flball certify to have been employed by him in ftudying 
Divinity undjer their tuition, fliall be computed in the 
fame manner as if he had profecuted hiis ftudies in any 
of the Univerfities within the bounds of this Church. 
But it k hereby provided, That no Stydent, in fuch cir- 
cumftances, {hall be admitted even to thofe private 
trials .which are appointed to be taken before the 
writingof the circular letters, fooner than fix kalendar 
rHioDths «fter his arrival in Scotland* 

VUL The General Aflembly ordain. That if a Pref- 
• bytery pfopofe to take a Student upon public trials^ 
and have, with that view, written the circular letters, 
as is herein required, public intimation thereof ihall be 
'made at fon>e diet of the next meeting of the Provincial 
Synod, which Avail not be the laft diet thereof: Aiad the 
Prefbytery, clerk is hereby required to tranfinit te the 
: Synod clerk an extract of the certificate, or certificates 
laid before the Preibytery in favour of the Student, in 
order that the fame may be produced at this diet of the 
Synod. And it is Ukewife hereby ordained, That at 
fome fubfequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
ihall be made, whether any of the Members of the Court 
has anyobjedion to ofier againft the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials : And that the Synod then, ta- 
king into confideration the extrad produced, and the 
whole of the c^fe, (hall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Prefbytery to admit the Student on trials : 
Or if m any cafe^the Prefbytery clerk fliall fail to tranf- 
mit the extrads of the certificates above mentioned, 
the Student may produce to the Synod, by himfelf or 
by any Member of the Court, the extradl of the fame, 
which by this aft he is entitled to obtain. 

IX. If the Synod ftiall allow the Student to be taken 
.upon Public Tirials, the Prefbytery (hall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed ; and the Aflfembly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned : jy?, Catechetic trials on Divi- 
nity, Chronology, and Church Hi ft ory 5 2^, A trial on 

the 
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the Hebrew and Greek languages ; 3^, An Exegefis hi 
Latin on fome controverted Head in Divinity; j^tb^ A 
Homily in Eftglifk; 5^^, An Exercife and Addition.; 
6tbj A Ledure on fome large portion of Scripture; "jtbj 
A popular Sermon; it being underllood, that if the 
Prefbytery fee caufe, they may examine the Student 
npon the fubjed of thefe feveral Difcourfes.^ 

X. The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing fecSion of this .ad, the Prefbytery are ordained to 
proceed in the following order. 

ly?. They (hall, deliberately and ferioufly, take a con- 
jund view of the whole trials ; and if they fhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified %to 
perform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Gofpel, they fhall by no .means gr^nt him a Licenfe in 
his prefent circumflances; 

2d, If, upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they fhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 

3^, The P^refbyte^y fhall then prqpofe to the Student 
the queflions that are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs .Trials by ad lotb, Aflexiibly 1,711,. and require him 
to fubfcribe the Formula which is prefcribed by the faid 
ad. And. the Qeneral AfTembljjT ftridly prohibit all 
Prefbyteries from licenfing any Student to preach the 
Gofpel, who fliail not give explicit and fetisfying an- 
fwers to thcfe queflions^ and fubfcx:ibe the {aid Formula. 

^tb, The Prefbytery fliall order the ad of Aflembly 
1750^ agaiiifl.Slmonaacal pradice^ xo be read to the 
Student in their prefence. 

Lq^ly, The Prefbytery fhall appoint their Modera- 
tor to licenfe the Student to preach the Gofpel, and or- 
der their clerk to furnifh him with an extrad of his li- 
cenfe. 

XL For tlie better obfervance of this ad, the Gene- 
ral Aflembly ordain, ly?, That it fhall be printed among 
,their .oxher printed ads; 2d, That it fhall be primed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^, That a copy of 
this feparate edition fhall be tranfmitted to -each Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity in the Univerfities of Scotland ; and 
that the faid Profellbrs fhall read the fame in their re- 
fpedive Halls, once at leafl during every Seffion, and at 
fuch times as they have reafon to exped the attendance 

I of 
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of the greateft number of Students for that Sefllon-; 
and, hjlly^ That a copy of the fame edition fliall like- 
wife be tranfmitted to the clerks of each Synod, and 
Prefbytery, within the l>ounds of this Church, and that 
the faid clerks fhall keep the fame along with their mi- 
^nutes, and bring it up to each meeting of their refpec- 
tive Courts, for the ufe of the Members* 



X 



A6t appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aflembly. 



Edinburgh, ^otb May 1796. Seffl uJt^ 

THE next Generax Assembly of this National 
Church is appointed to be held within the Nevr 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 18th day 
•of May 1797. 

Extra&ed from the Records of the General AJfembly, by 

ANDREW DALZEL, €L Led. Scot. 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of th€ General Assem- 
BLY of the Church of Scotlanb, held at Edinburgh, in 
the Year 0:7969 which are not printed at full length. 



Tbnrfday^ May 19, 1796. Sejf. 1. 
A Fter SCTmon by the Reverend Dr James Mekk, Minifter 
^jf\ at Cambiiflang, Moderator of the laft General Aflerably, 
the Minifters and Ruling Elders convened in the Affembly- ^ 
houfe in the ufual manncc : And after Prayer by the faid Dr 
James Meek, the Reverend Dr Wiu^iam Greenfield, one 
of the Minifters of the City, and Profeffor of Rhetoric and 
Belles Lettres in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, being unani- 
moufly cholen Moderator, he, at the Afiembly's defire, took 
the chair, 
"The KiNo's-Oommiffion to the Right Honourable Davjd Earl Sec printed A&, 
of Leven and Melville, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal No. I. 
Perfon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 
The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly, tead, and or- and No. IL 

dered to "be recorded. 
His M'^jcfty's Royal Warrant for L. 1000 was alfo delivered to 

the Afitmbly, and ordered to be recorded. 
The .Commiifioners Speech at opening the Aflembly, and the 

Mv>derator'S Speech in return thereto. * 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious 

Letter. ' ^ , 

A congratulatBry Addrefs to his Majefty on the birth of « Prio- 
cefs, the Daqghter of iheir Royal Highneiles the Primce and 
Princess of Wales : 
Alfo an Addrefs to his Majefty, on his providential preferva- 
tion from the daring and atrocious attempt lately ^nade a* 
gainft his Royal P^on, agreed to ; and a Committee ap* 
pointed to prepare«both AddrelTes. 
A Committee named for revifing the Commiffions to the Mem- 
bers Qf this Afieinbly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
Commiilioner, and receiving I^ifls of Probationers in the fe- 
v^ral PreCbyteries in order to their being recorded. 
A. Committee for Overtures named, 
A Committee, for Bills, References and Appeals, named. 
.Adjourmnent. 
s -K .Friday^ 
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•Friday y Mayzo. 1796. Sejf. 2. 

.Sederunt. 

.New Commiffions produced. 

A diet fpent in Pray en 

A<a VII. of the Aflembly 1718, for the better difpatch of the 
bufinefs of the Aflembly, read, and the obfervation thereof en- 
joined. 

Minifters named to preach before his Grace the Commiffionec. 

*!rhe Committee for revifing Commiflions appointed to meet* 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

'Saturday^ May ai. 1796, Seffl 3. 
Sederunt. 

New Commii&ons produced. 

The draught of the Anfwer to the King's moil gracious Letter, 
to this Aflembly : Alfo the draught of an Addrefs to his 
Majefty on his late providential prefervation : And the draught 
of an Addrefs to bis Majefty on the birth of a Princeft, the 
Daughter of their Royal Highnefles the Prince and Princefs 
of Wales, being feverally brought in and approved, his Grace 
the Commiflioner, at the Aflembly's requeft, undertook to 
tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 
The Report of the Committee for overtures was given in and 

read. 
It was objedled to theCommiflion from the Prefl)ytery of Loch- 
carron, ** That the Elder is ftated as having flgned the For- 
^* mula enjoyned by the nth K&, of Aflembly 1794, inftead 
" of 1694.'* In refpeft the Elder has frequently been at- 
tefted in former Aflemblies, as having figned the proper For- 
mula, and as the informality appeared merely to be the mif- 
take of the Glerk int^opying a fingle figure, viz. 7 inftead of 
6, the Aflembly repelled the objedlion, and fuftained the 
Commiflion. 
'It was objeded to the Comnriflion from the burgh ef Ctilrt)fs^ 
" That the atteftation of the Kirk-feflion wants the clauiie, 
'^ certifying, that the Commiffioner has figned the Fdrmula 
/* prefcribed by the nth A&, of the AflTembly 1694, and the 
•" Preftjytery, in their atteftation, mention this esceptioii to 
** the Commiffioner, but atteft him as quaUfied in every other 
" refpeft." The Aflembly agreed, that this Commiffion 
'Ihall be fuftained, when the Commiffioner fliall have lubfcri* 
bed the above nientioned Formula at the bar of the Aflem- 
bly ; and Mr George Abercromby, Advocate, the Commif- 
fioner, did-fubforibe the formula prefcribed by the nth Ad 
of Aflembly 1694, in prefence of the Aflembly, and took his 
feat accordingly. 
Overture from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, anent priming of 
^the fiible, read, and ordered to lie on the table till Monday. 

The 
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The 'Report of the Committee t)f laft Affembly on Chapels of 
Eafe was read, and ordered to lie on the table till Wednef- 
day, and the Report in the nieantin^ was ordered to be print- 
ed. 

The roll of caufes tranfmitted by the Committee for Bills was 
caMed for, produced, and read. 

The Affembly agreed to take up the petition of Mr SimpTon on 
Monday, and the caufe of Mr Gillanders on T^iefday. 

A Committee was named to revife the adings and proceedings 
of the Commiffion of laft General Affembly^ And 

A "Committee named .to revife the Adings and Proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laft Affembly, for managing 
•the Royal Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands and 
Illands. 

A Committee was named to revife the accounts of the Procu- 

, Tator and Agent for the Church, and other public accounts^ 
confider the ftate of the Church's public moncy,and prepare 
overtures about the fame. 

The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet this even- 
ing, and empowered to receive from the feveral Members 
any Inftrudlions given to them by the refpedive Synods or 
Preftjyteries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare 

' Overtures thereon to the Affembly ; and to receive and confi- 
der any accounts that (hall be given them of the ftate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
growth of Popery ai^d Superftition, and prepare Overtures 
for preventing and fuppreffihg thereof. 

The Committee for Bills was appointed to meet 

Adjournment. 

Monday, May 23. 1795. Seffl 4. 

Sederunt. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 

Agreed to confider the Overture from the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling on Thurfday next, and the Overture froin tbe Sy- 
nod of Fife ini,mediately after. 

Heport of the Committee for fiills given in, and read. 

A fpecial Committee appointed to confider the p(etition of Mr 
Macdougal, Minifter of Lochgoilhead, and to report on Fri- 
day. 

Synod Books called for, Ai'^-^t 

The Overture from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr was read ; 
^nd, in refpeft that the important objtSt mentioned in the O- 
verture has already been obtain)ed by the printing and public 
cation of anew edition of tbe Bible, tbe Affembly difmiffed 
the fame* 

The Affembly proceeded to confider the reference from the Sy- 
nod of Aberdeen, refpeiSing minifters of Chapels of Eafe 
being eleded Members of Church Judicatories : After rea- 
fontng, and the vote being put, the Affembly declared, That it 
appears to this Affembly, that Minifters of Chapels of Eafe, 
hting in the habitual exercife of the fun<5lions of tbe mini- 

fterial 
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tterial dfice, are thereby difqualified from fitting as lay-eldeiB 

in the judicatories of this Church. 
'The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet 
Adjournmeitt. 

Tuf/dsijt, Mcy 24. 1796. Sef 5^ 
Sederunt. 
New Commiffiom produced. 

.Heport of the Committee for Overtures given in, gnd read. 

The Aflembly agreed toconfider the Inftpudions and Overture 
from the Synod of Moray on Thurfday, along with the O- 
verture on the fame fubjed from the Synod of Fife. 

Hegort of the ^Committee x)n the Orkney grievances given ia 
and read, and ordered to4ie on the table ttili to-morrow. 

^n Appeal at the inftance ef Mr John Gitiandefs, Minifter of 
Fern, in^the Prefbytery of lirechin, from 41 fentence of the 
Synod of Angus and Mearns, of date a7th Oftobcr 1795, 
: heard. The Affembly reverfed the fentences of the Prefby- 
tery of firechin, and of the Synod of Angus and Mearns ; 
difapproved of the manner in which the Prefbytery have 
vcondud^d their vilitation in the parifh of Fern ; remitted 
this caufe to the .Prefbytery of Brechin, and ordained the 
Prefbytery, at their firft ordinary meeting, to pronounce 
judgment on the acciifation brought againft Mr Gillanders 
by Martha Lighten.; and thereafter, to fummon Alexander 
Webfter, George D^uchar, and John Murifon, who, before 
the Prefbytery on the 28th of Augufl, and 4th September 
1793, undertook to prove by witnefies certain charges againft 
Mr Gillanders, to come forward, in terms of the form of 
procefs, with fuch of thefe charges as they fhall think proper, 
in the form -of a libel, on or before the ifl of Oftober next, 
on which libel the Prefbytery are to judge ; enjoining the 
Prefbytery, ^lotwithflanding any appeals that may be ta- 
ken from their fentences, to pronounce a jifdgment upon. the 
relevancy of the libel, if any fhall be offered, before the 
meeting of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, in April next. 

Adjournment. 

Wcdnefday^ May 25. I7$>6. Sejf. 6. 

SederunL 

A new Commii&on produced. 

Committees appointed to meet. 

The Report of the Committee on the Orkney grievances was 
given in, read and approve of, with this addition, That 
if the grievances in the Parifh of Erie and Rendal be redrei^ 
Xed without a procefs before the Court of Seliion, the Affem- 
bly inflrud the Procurator and Agent for the Church, to 
commence and carry on a procefs according to their difcre- 
tion, in either of the <other two cafes ieledled by the Synod of 

Orkney: 
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Orkney : And farther, a Committee was appointed to pre- 
pare a diftind ftatement of the grievances complained of in 
the Synod of Orkney, to be Reported to the Aflembly on 
Saturday ; and if then approved of, to be tranfmitted by the 
Moderator, in name of the General Aflembly, to the Patrons 
and other heritors of the Pariihes in that country. 
The Aflembly proceeded to confider the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Chapels of Eafe : And firft, to confider the Refo- 
lutions contained in faid Report ; and next, the moft compe-i 
tent method of enabling the fame ; and with fome amend- 
ments, the whole of the Report was unanimoufly adopted, ex- 
cept the concluding claufe, viz. '* That fuch .Prefbytery fliall 
" thereafter Report the Whole circumftances of the cafe from 
" their minutes to the next fliieeting of the General Aflembly ; 
« and fhall not pronounce any final judgment on the petition, 
" till they (hall have received the fpecial diredions of the 
" Aflembly thereon; and that it fiiall be competent for the 
<< petitioners, and for all parties having intereft, to be he^rd 
« on the fubjcd at the bar of the Aflembly." And a diffe- 
rence of opinion having arifen refpeding this claufe, the Af- 
* fcmbly agreed to the following ftate of a vote^ Report or 
Judge \ it being underftood, that if it carries Rjeport, the con- 
cluding claufe fliair alfo be adopted ; and if it carries Judge^ 
that in place of the concluding claufe^ there ftiall be fubfti- 
tuted the following words : " That fuch Preft)yteries (hall 
'* thereafter confider the whole circumftances of the cafe, and 
•♦ pronounce judgtaent thereon." And the roll being called, 
and votes marked, it carried Report. Therefore the conclud- 
ing claufe was aUb adopted. Againft which decifion a 
member diflTented ; and tbofe who might adhere, were al- 
lowed to enter their diflents to-morrow. The Aflembly de- 
layed the confideration of the form of enadment till to-mor- 
row. 
Upon a motion, the Committee for Overtures was appointed to 

meet. 
Adjournment. 

• Tburfday, May 26. 1796. Sejl 7. 
Sederunt. 
Several Members adhered to the diflent of yeftcrday, refpec- 

ting Chapels of Eafe. 
Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, arid read. 
The AflTembly agreed to confider on Saturday, the Overture 

from the Prefbytery of Kincardine-Oneal, anent the method 

of carrying on ProceflTes againft Clergymen. 
The public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 
The Aflenibly, in purfuance of their refolution . of yefterday, 
^ proceeded to confider the form that may be moft competent 

for enading the Refolutions then adopted, refpeding Chapels 

of Eafe, After long reafoning, the Aflembly judging it ex- 

L pedient, 
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:peaient, that no Chapel of Eafe Ihould be ereiSed without 
the knowledge and approbation of the General Aflembly, un- 
animoufly ordained, &c, (See Printed Ads, No. VI.) ' 

The Aflembly proceeded to confider the Overture from the Sy- 
nod of Perth and Stirling* anent Profeflbrs being Minifters 
of Parilhes where they cannot conftantly refide The Over- 
ture was unanimoufly difmifled, as unneceflary, on account 
of the exifting laws in Church and State, on the fubjedl of 
Refidence. 

The Overtures anent the diffufion of the Gofpel, were delayed 
till to-morrow. 

Upon a motion, the Committee of Bills was appointed to meet'. 

Adjournment. 

Friday f May 27. 1796. Sef. &. 

^Sederunt. 

A new Commiffion produced. 

Report of the Committe of Bills given in, and read. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition for Mr Dugald 
Macdougal, Minifter of Lochgoilhead, given m, and read. 
The AflTembly unanimoufly approve of the' Report; an8, 
agreeable thereto, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to defend the procefs therein mentioned, in 
name of the Church, at the public expence. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftabli(hed by ad of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Aflem- 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow : And, upon 
a motion, the thanks of the Houfe were given from the chair 
. to Sir Henry MoncreifF-Wellwood, for his fidelity, attention 
and prudence in the management of the fund* 

The Aflembly proceeded to confider the Overtures from the 
Synods of Fife and Moray, relative to the diffufion of the 
"Gofpel. After reafoning, a * motion was made and feconded, 
«< That the General Affembly are of opinion, that the ob- 
'*' ie<a propofed in the Overtures is of the higheft importance : 
** But, in refpeft the fads and circumftances, which are ne- 
•" ceflary for the General Affembly to come to any refolution 
<< upon thisfubje£t at prefent, are not fufficiently explained and 
** inftruded ; therefore, the Aflembly appoint a Committee to 
'" take the fubjedl of them into confideration, and report the 
" refult of their enquiries to the next General AflTembly:'* 
And, after farther reafoning, another motion was made and 
feconded, *• That the General Aflembly having confidered 
" the Overtures, and judging it highly inexpedient, at this 
" time, to appoint a Colledion over Scotland, by the authori- 
^* ty of the General Aflembly ; and not confidering the cir- 
*• cumftances of the times as favourable for the General Af- 
'^ fembly's adopting any particular meafure, in relation to the 

•« objea 



ABRIDG M'EN% 1796. 

^^ objeft of the Overtures, difmifs the .fame: At the fainc 
** time, recommend to all the Members ofthe Church of Scot- 
*• land, ^in their different ftations, to take every competent 
" method of vproraoting, within the iphere of their influence, 
** the knowledge ofthe Gofpel, a^juft fenfe ofthe ineftimable 
-*' beaefics which it conveyes to all who embrace it ; and the 
" pradice of thefe virtues, by which Chriftians make their 
** light to (hine before others : And, while they offer their 
" fervent prayers to Almighty God for the fulfilment of his 
^^' Promtfe, in giving his. Son the Heathen for an inheritance.; 
" they refolve, that they will embrace with izeal and with 
•" thankfulnefs, any fevourableopportunity of contributing, by 
•* their exertions, to the propagation of the Gofpel of Chrift, 
'" which Divine Providence may hereafter open." The Af- 
fembly agreed to the following ftate of a vote, Appointor 
Difmtfs ; and ^he RoM beingrcalled, and votes marked, it car^ 
•^ried Di/mifs: Therefore, the Aflembly difmijfed the Over- 
tures, in terms of, and with the recommendation contained iq, 
the fecond motion accordingly. 

The Committee on new 9ppUcations. appointed^ meet. 

.Adjournment. 

^atiirday^May\2i. iyg6. Sfjl ^ 

Scderuftt. , * 

A new Commiffion produced. 

Adl approving ofthe account of Mr William Robertfon, Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the*Ohurch, and exonering and difcharg- 
ing him, and his cautioners, of the fum of X.486 -. o : 6^' 
Sterling difburfed by him, and appointing, that he give cre- 
dit in his next account for the £um of L.13M9 : (iJL Ster- 
ling, being the balance due by him, 

.X€t approving of the account of Mr William Murray, Agent 
for the Church, and exonerii^ and difchai^iog him of the 
fum of L. 89 : 6 : 8 Sterling, difburfed by him, and appoint- 
ing that he-take -credit in his next account for the fum of 
L. 14 : 6 : 8 Sterling, being the balance due to him. 

hGt approving of the account of Mrjames Dickfon, Printer for 
the Church, and ordering! payment of the fum of L.do Ster- 
ling, being the amount thereof. 

A.6t approving of the- account of Aationvy articles furnifhed to 
'.the clerks by Mr ElphinRon Balfour, and ordering payment 
of the fum of L. jo : 14 : 10 Sterling, beii}g the amount there- 
of. 

The Report of the vifitors of the Commiflion^record called for.; 
the Commiffioncrs' conduft approved of; thanks given to the 
Moderator Of the Commiifiot), and their book ordered to be 
attefted. 

The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the See Printed Alb, 
Commiffion of this Aflembly, and preparing inftru&ions to No. VIL 
.^them, j;iven in, and approved. The Aflembly added thereto, 

M Dtr 
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iTi t 



The King's Commiffion toDAVm Earl 
of Leven and Melville produced, 
and ordered to be recorded. 



Edinbufibt May 18; 1797. 

TliE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
liher^ Was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven and 
Melville, the King's Commiffion^ fealed 
■with the feal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be 
kept and ufed in Scotland^ in place of the Great Seal of 
Scotland^ making and conftituting him his Majefty*s 

Higb 



I^be ACT:S of the 



'HigliCommiinoner atid Repreftntatlre itt tfife -Allim. 
•bly J which Commiffion was publicly read with all due 
/honour and refpdd, !aD(t(>tdteffc4tcrii% Ipcorded in the 
; books of Aflembly 5— the tenor whereof follows : 

.Y^E^kGIUS, Dif grata, Majtnf Britannia, ff^ahcia,' 

"^^ et Hibernia Rex, Fidei Defenjor: Omnibus probis bomi- 

rmbus, ad quos prafentefHhirxe Hpjftra pervenerint^ falutem. 

/^andoquidem Nos conjiderantes, quod GeneraUs Ecclejitt 

Scotia Qmvenius in d^mum oBavkm di^m Maii^rfximi con- 

: venire ordinatuiifidl j No/que abuk^^ (Mfpidi,^ et "^^eceffarium 

ejfe judicantes in commodum diBa ecclejuf, ut ^tderh ecclejia 

generalis conventus die fiatuto debite- obfervetur, atque rebus 

magni momenti Nos alio votarkibHs'ydiBo conventui per/ona-^ 

-liter intereffe nequimus ; No/que abundi fatUfaSli de fuffici- 

fnpf ^t'fideli^^fii^liffin&^etpy^ No/lfi^ opqfan^ 

, guinei "^Davidis ComitiS' ere* Lerfeii et ^fMelviiie, -^ydorf >ad 

fummum munus Nojlri Jupremi Commijfionarii ad diSum gene- 

raleni.convcfUum rit^ exetcendum et obeundum ufquequaque Jit 

:infndms?ff^^ e( or- 

, dinajffe^'tinorelju^ norttho^i] bo^imrt^ it. 9trdi- 

.narcj me mora turn fidelijimum et pradiUBiJJimum No/fr^yph con- 

Janguimum Davidem Comitem de Leven.et Melville, fu* 

premum Nojlrum Commijfionarium. diSio generali ecciefia Scotia 

. convehfut, dando ct^ctmctdendo iUi plenam p^tijlatem^ammif^ 

fionem, et war rant urn ^/acr am Noftram Perfonam et auBorita- 

tem regaUm reprafentandi, nee non prefentiam Jsojlram /up- 

plendiy et locum Nojlrum in di6i6/ubjequenti generali conventu, 

. tanquam . Commijionario 'Nojiro ad bunc effedum Jpeciatiter 

. conJlUuta, tenendfy on^niaque alia ad imperium et. munus Cam- 

mijjionarii pr^ generali^ic^lejia convent u peragrndi, fhni plene 

-adeoqtie Jikef^ in qfiyvis^r^JpeBu^ qaam quilibet aliui in eodem 

Jummo munerejeceratyjeii quovis tefnpore prat&ito facete po^ 

-tueratyvel ac JiNas ipJi^trJonaHici[ prafentes Jacere pctue-^ 

rimus. ^aque omnia, et Jingula qua aiSius David fcomes 

de Leveu et Melville, in bac NoJira Commiffione projequenda 

, Ugitim^,fecerit^Jeu fieri, r din aver it , Nos fir miter approbafnus 

et ratificamus. Jnjuper omnibus et finguUs diSli conventus et 

ecclefugpaftoribus et'prejbyteris^ caterijque quibujcunque^ intra 

UImi partem M^gna Britannia^oiisim vocatam, fitbditis 

NqjSris, cujujcunque gradus Jeu qualitatis^ ut diBum DaVidem 

Comitem de Leven et Melville, tanquam Jupremupi No^ 

Jlrum Commiffionariumi quoad effeSuni et modumjuprajfientio- 

natum^ ravercantur^ qgnojcant et audient^ firiae mandamus 

. 4t pr^cipimus : jit que banc Noftram Commijftonefn h dido de- 

, cimo, oSavo die Maiiproximi incipere, et4einceps durante Jub- 

fiquente 
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fequente feffione diSli generaUs conventh in mgore contimare^ 
declaramus^ vel ufque dum a Nobis revocabitur^ et exonerabi^ 
tur. * In ctijus rei te/iimonium, prrfentibus figillum Nqftrum 
per Unionis traSlatumcufiodiend. et in Scot id vice et loco Mag^ 
ni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud 
aulam Nojiram apud St James*S| vigejimo die menjis Apri^ 
lis, anno Dotnini mlUJimo feptingentefimo et noHageJimo fepti- 
mo, 'Regnique Noftri anno trtgefimo feptimo. 

FerftgnaturammahuS^ D. N. Regis fuprafcr^tam. 
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H. 

The King's moft gracious Letter tb'the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Comqpdffioner. 

GEORGE R. 

RIGHT Reverend and Well-bcloyed, We greet you 
well.— Imprefled with the ftrongeft fenfe of the 
many and important benefits which Our Subjcas have 
for fo long a qourfe of years, derived froin the General 
Affembly of the Church of Scotland, it is with peculiar 
latisfadion that we embrace this opportunity of renew- 
ing to you the favourable teftimonles which we have fo 
often borne to the uprightnels of your proceedings. 
The firm and fteady zeal which you have invariably 
manifefted for the interefts of Religion and Virtue, the 
Wifdom with which your proceedings have been al- 
ways direaed, and your conftant Loyalty and Attach- 
ment to Our Perfon and Government, whilft they de- 
™*"*^^^."^ ™°^ hearty acknowledgments, cannot fail 
of mfuring to you the continuance of Our favour and 
protedion. 

We have a^ain conftituted and appointed Our Rieht 
Trufty and Right Well-beloved a)ufin, David Earl of 
Leven and Melville, to be Our Commiffioner to re. 
jprefent Our Perfon and Royal Authority in the prefent 

B, Affembly, 



« Ttc ACTS (^ the 

Aifismbly^ beti» fully aflbred, that the eminent qualifi- 
cations which naye recommended him to Our repeated 
t:hoice will continue to make him acceptable to you in 
the ex6cuti<Hi of the high and important trail commit- 
ted to his charge. 

We feel Oimehre^ flailed upon to recommend to you, 
in the moft &riou6 and easneil manner, an unremitted 
attention to the great objeds for which y6u s^re aflem- 
bled y and that yuq wiU exert every means, that your 
^eal and your wifdom can fugged, of checking the 
growth of impiety and vice, and of inculcating in the 
minds of Our Subjedls thofe principles of piety towards 
God, and of obedttnce to the laws, which are efiential- 
ly neceilary to their happinefs and profperity. 

Not doubting but that you feel with Us the high im* 
portance of thefe trulls committed to you^ and of their 
infeparable connexion with the welfare of the Church 
you reprefent, We afliire you of Our fixed determina- 
tion to maintain it, as by * law efiabliihed, in the full 
ai|d( fiiee,ei)jjQ(ymefttof all its rights and privileges. And 
fo We bid you heartily fareweel. — Given at Our Court 
at St Jamcaf's, the 13th day of May 1797, in the thirty- 
feventh year of Oio: lUigQ. 

By His Majefty's Command, 

PORTLAND. 

Addrefled thtrs :— Tt^ the ^ight Reverend and Welt-bebved^ 
the Mederatdf, Mtrnfters and Elders of the GenetaUffem- 
My of the Chttreh (fSc.otland. ' . * 



.: . 'HI. . 

The Geaeral Afflembly's Anfwer to the 
. King's moft gra^cious Letter. 

THE gracidvis kttter m(hi yrhic^ l^ouir M^k^^lj \i»xk 
been pleafed. to hoaoiw tl^ toeettng <fif tiro GeniQ' 
ral Aflcmbly of the Church of Scotland, was received' 

with 
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Vkh the rdpea ^nd gtmtxAt dtir to ib diftinguifhtid a 
mark of Your Royal favour. 

The ftrong fenfe wHieh Your Majcsfty <iobdelcends to 
expr€& of the btfoe&tc derived hy pur fellow fubje£b 
fr^iHn thi^ fu^cfcfiive ini&eting!s of ^tir Gcberal A£&nib{j^ 
Yewr Majefty 's i e&ewed teftitnou^ tothe uprishtaefs atid 
Vifdom of 6tir proceedings, aDid the ailuraiice of YwHt 
Majeflyi's cootmited favour and ptote<filonir afford ui 
very powerful motives to perfevem in otir oxertfon^ for 
the imedsefls of Religion aixd Virtue, and in the ixMrft 
affedkionaite k^ahy to Your Majeifty's fkcied S^rfonidfid 
Government. 

The warm attachment of the Earl of Leven and Mel- 
ville to the interefis of Relig^i<Mi aod gdod goveiJiiikient, 
his affedlionate regard to the Church of Scotland, his 
amiable charader and leiiempftary conddfi in private 
life, with the many eminent qualifications for the high 
and important trufi which have cecttndielifded him to 
Your Majefly's repeated choice as the Reprefentative 
of Your Royal Perfo^ ireadbr the re-apj^iolntment of him 
fo acceptable to us, that we receive it as a peculiar 
m^rk«C Ypw Roy Hkl favour tO tJoub Aflfembly. 

Yoiar Mikjtifty'i RckyalDtei&'ktoi^'for the propagation of 
Ghriftian Knowledge, and of the principles of the reform- 
ed Religion in the Highlands and iilfliafid« of Scotland, 
we, with all thankfulnefs, receive as a continued proof 
of Your Majefly's paternal atteilftiAp iter the befl interefis 
of Youi Subje<as j and it fhall be our endeavbur to ap- 
ply it with yifd^x&'^Q^ gjiQlrtyv ift j^otooting the .valu- 
able and pious purpofe for which it is defigiSed* 

Deeply imprefled 'vsrith . Yqui: "Majefly's ferfehs^ a^rf 
earneli reeoitttieiidatrofr, antJ fetifible how much the 
profperity and happinefs of the people under our care 
depend on their devout regard to Almighty God, and 
their flrid obedience to the laws and eflablifhed autho- 
rities of their country, we fhall beflow an unremitted 
attention on the great objeds for which we are aflem- 
bled, and fhall diligently apply every means in our 
power for checking the growth of impiety and vice, 
and for cherifhing and flrengthening the principles of 
Religion and good order. 

Always mindful of the importance of the trufls com- 
mitted to us, and of the intimate connexion betwixt 
our faithful difcharge of thefe trufls, and the befl in- 
terefis of the Church which we reprefent, we fhall fludy 
to deferve Your Majefly's approbation j and we rely 
with entire confidence on Your Royal determination to 
maintain the Church of Scotland, as- by law. eflablifhed, 

in 
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in the full and free enjoyment of all its rights and pri- 
vileges. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesu« Christ^ may proted Your Royal Perfon, di- 
re^ Your Councils^ prolong Your days, and profper Your 
Admintftration ; that the Divine favour may ever attend 
Your Royal Consort, the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, and all the Royal family ; and that, aft«r reign* 
ing long on earth with wifdomand felicity, over a free, 
loyal aiid happy people, You may afcend to thole 
realms where pious and virtuous Princes inherit an un- 
fading Grown, — are the earned: Prayers of, 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty*s moft faithful. 

Mod; obedient^ 

And mod loyal Subje<^S9 

^e Mimftersmi Elders met in this Ge^ 
neral AJfembly of the Cburcb of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

la our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 
ABy »o. I797- S 



JOHN fiDMA^^, Moderator. 



IV. 
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IV- 

Address to His Majesty on the Mar- 
riage of Her Royal Highnefi the 
Princess Royal with His Serene 
Highnefs the Hereditary Prince of 

WiRTEMBERG. 

May it pleafe Yonr M^efiy^ ^ 

WE, Yt)ur Majeft^s tnoft faithflil and loyal {ub- 
jefts, the Minifters and Elders of the Church of 
Scotland, met in the General Aflembly, beg leave to 
approach Your Throne with our moft refpedlful con- 
gratulations on the raarriage of Her Royal Higncfs the 
Princess Royal of Great Britain, Your Majefty's el- 
deK daughter, with His Serene Hignefs the Hereditary 
Prince of Wirtemberg Stutgard. 

While we lincerely rejoicfe in every event that may 
increafe Your Majefty*s domeftic comfort, and enlarge 
the fphere of Your paternal affedions, we regard every 
extention of Your Royal family as an additional fecu- 
rity to our Religion and liberties. 

In the prefent fituation of public affairs, fo deeply 
interefting to the Britifti empire, we feel it to be our 
duty to renew the warmeft expreffiohs of our fteady 
and zealous attachment to Your Majefty's facred Per- 
fon, and to that conftitution which was eftablifhed by 
the wifdom and virtue of our forefathers, has been im- 
proved under Your Royal anceftors, and is fo happily 
adminiftered by Your Majefty, for the fecurity of thofe 
laws, which give equal protedion to all Your fubjeds, 
and for the advancement of national profperity. We 
have the fatisfadion of afluring Your Majefty, that the 
great body of the people under our care concur with 
us in the fame fentiraents of loyalty, and in the fame 

C reverence 
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Teverence for the laws and inftitutions of our country ; 
and that there is lio abatement of that fpirlt^ which has 
TiroducedTo many voluntary and generous exertions for 
the prefervation of internal order, for the defence of 
thofe realms againft the fecret machinations and^ open 
violence of foreign enemies^ and for the fupport of na- 
tional honour. They continue to feel and to ad as 
becomes Britons, ready to facrifice every private con- 
fideration in behalf of their beloved Sovereign, of 
the independence of their country, and of their Reli- 
^gion and liberties. 

While our people patiently and cheerfully endure the 
inevitable toils and burdens of a war, they join with us 
in cherifiiing the plealing hope of peace, when peace 
can be obtained on terms fair and honourable, fiich as 
will give full fecurity for the many bleiEngs by which 
Your Majefty*s fubjeds are diftinguilhed. For the at- 
tainment of which moft defirable objed, wc rely, un- 
der God, with the moft eiatire confidence on the wif- 
4om and vigour of Your Majefty's Councils. 

That Almighty God, whofe Providence rules the na- 
tions, and determines the iiliies of war, may, by the 
means which He hath chofen, and at his appointed 
time, turn the hearts of our enemies j that he may dif- 
fufe a fpirit of union and loyalty among all Your Ma- 
jefty's fubjeds ; that he may* profper the meafures of 
Government, and may continue to blefs the Britifh em- 
pire, under the light of His countenance j and that 
Your Majefly may long reign over a free, happy, and 
affedionate people, — are the earneft prayers of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty 's moft dutiful, 

Moft faithful, and moft obedient Subjeds, 

T'be Minijlers and Elders met in this G^- 
neralAJfemhly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence. 

And at our appointment, by 
Edinburgh, \ 
M/iy 34. 1797. > 

JOHN ADAMSON, Moderator. 
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V. 

Edinburgh^ May 26. 1797. Seff\ 8. 

I'be General AJfemhly Re-ena6t and Re-tranfmit the follow^ 
ing Regulations and Overture^ enjoining fucb Frejbyteries 
as bavefent no returns to fend up tbeir opinions to next 
Affembly : And upon tbe motion of a Member ^ tbe Affem^ 
biy unanimoujiy recommend to tbe Frejbyteries of tbis Churchy 
tbaty wben tbey are to take into conjideration any Overture 
tranfmitted to tbem by tbt General Affembly^ tbeyjball^ at 
a previous ordinary meeting of Prefbytery^ appoint tbe par^ 
ticular day^ on wbicb tbey are to cofifider fucb Overture. 



Regulations and Overture relpe&ing 
the Eredion of Chapels of Eafe. 

Edinburgby May 26. 1796. Seffl 7. 

THE General Affembly, judging it expedient, that 
no Chapel of Safe fhould be ereded without the 
knowledge and approbation of the General Aflembly, 
unanimoufly did, and hereby do ordain, That, iniiiture, 
if any Petition fliall be laid before any Prefbytery of 
this Church, for the eredion of a Chapel of Eafe, the 
faid Prefbytery fliall ftridly obferve the following re- 
gulations : 

" That, in future, when a Petition fliall be laid be- 
" fore any Prefljytery of this Church, for the Eredion 
*' of a Chapel of Eafe, it fliall lie upon the table till 
*' their next ordinary meeting ; and at that meeting, 
" unlefs it fliall appear to the Preft)ytery, from the cir- 
** cumftances in which the Petition is offered, that the 
** Eredion of the faid Chapel of Eafe is unneceflary and 
•' inexpedient, they fliall cite the Minifler and Kirk-Sef- 
" fion of the Parifli, within which the Chapel is intend* 
** ed ; and fliall fummon, by edidal citation, (he Heri- 
" tors of the Parifli, and, if there is a Burgh in the Pa- 
" rifli, the Magiftrates of that Burgh, to attend the 
" next Meeting of Prefljytery, and to appear for their 
*' intereft, in the fubjed of the Petition, if they fliall 



'' lee 
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^* fee caufe :— That fuch Preftytery, ^fter having heard 
'** the parties, fliall fufEciently afcertain the circum- 
" ftances on which the Petition is founded ; — the fads 
" ftated as reafons for the neceflity or expediency of 
" the Chapel intended j — the general plan of the Cha- 
" pel itfelf ;— the eftimate of the expence to be incur- 
^* red in completing it; — the fcheme laid down for dif- 
" charging the debts, which it may be neceflary to con- 
" trad ; — the plan on which it is propofed to difpofe of 
*^ the colledions to be made at the Chapel ; — the names 
'* and defignations of the perfons in whom the pro- 
** perty is to b^ vefted ; — the mode propofed for the 
" ele<ftion of the Minifter ; — the ftipend to be provided 
'^ to him; — and the fecurity oflfered for the regular 
^* payment of the ftipend :-^That fuch Prcflbytery {hall 
" thereafter report the whole above«meotioned circum- 
" ftances of the cafe, from their minutes, to the next 
" Meeting of the General Aflembly ; and iliall not pro- 
** nounce any final judgment on the petition, till they 
" fliall have received the fpecial dire<3:ions of the AC- 
** fembly thereon ; and that it fliall be competent for 
^^ the petitioners, and for ail parties having intereft, to 
** be heard on the fubjed at the bar of the Aflembly/* 

And at the fame time the Aflembly tranfmit to the 

Prefl)yteries of this Church the-faid Regulations, as an 
OVERTURE on v^hich they are required to fend up their 
opinions to the next Aflembly, And the General Af- 
-fembly ordain that feparate copies of this Order and 
Overture be printed, and tranfmitted to the different 
Prefljyteries. 



VI. 

Commission of the General Aflembly, 
to certain Minifters and Ruling Elders, 
for difcufling affairs referred to them. 

Edinburgh , May 27. 1797. Sejf. 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do nomi- 
nate, commiflion and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
John Adamson, firft Minifter of St Andrew's their 

Moderator : 
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Moderator : And, — From the Prejbytery of Jhertarpby 
Mr Alexander Frafer at Kilmalie, Mr Thomas Rofs at 
Kilmanivaig, Minivers : ---From the Prejbytery of Sky, 
Mr Martin Macpherfon at Slate, Mr William Bethune 
at Duimifti, Minijlers ; Tht Right Honourable Lord 
Mac dona Id, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Uiji^ 
br John Macleod at Harris, Mr Edmund Macqueen at 
Barra, Minijlers j He<ftor Macdonald Buchanan, Efq; 
writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery 
of Locbcdrron, Mr John Macrae at Glenfliiell, Mr Colin 
Maciver at Glenelg, Mini/lers s Bailie Daniel Millar, 
Canongate, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery oi Dor- 
nocby Mr George MaccuUoch at Loth, Mr Alexander 
Sage at Kildonan, Minijlers; Robert Bruce -^neas 
Macleod of Cadboll, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Tonguey Mr John Thompfon at Diurnefs, 
Mr James Dingwall at Farr, Minijlers; Mr William 
Maclean, merchant, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Prejbytery of Caitbnejs, Mr Patrick Nicolfon at 
Thurfo, Mr William Smith at Bower, Mini/lers; Mr 
Alexander Mackenziey»;?i(?r, writer to the Sigpiet, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Kirkwall^ Mr William 
Anderfon at Evie and Rendall, Mr Robert Yule at Kirk- 
wall, Minijlers ; Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder :-^From the Burgb of Kirkwall, 
Malcolm Laing, Efq; Advocate : — From the Prejbytery 
of Cairjione, Mr Francis Liddell at Orphir, Mr John Mal- 
colm at Firth and Stennefs, Minijlers: — From the Prejby- 
teryoiNortb IJles, Mr George Barry at Shappinfliaw, Mr 
Walter Traill at Lady Parifli in Sanday, Minijlers ; John 
Grieve, Efq; one of the Commiffioners of Excife, Ruling 
Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Zetland, Mr David 
Thompfon at Walls, Mr John Menzies at Breflay, M- 
nijlers ; Profeflbr Andrew Dalzel, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Prejbytery of Edinburgb, Dr Henry Grieve, Dr An- 
drew Hunter, Dr William Greenfield, Dr George Baird/ 
Mr James Oliver at Corftorphin, Mr James .Dick at 
Currie, Minijlers; Charles Kerr, Efq; Eldeft Bailie of 
the city of Edinburgh, Donald Smith, Efq; banker in 
Edinburgh, Mr John Newton of Curriehill, Ruling El^ 
ders : — From the City of Edinburgb, The Right Honour* 
able Thomas Elder, Lord Provoft of the city, Mr Fran- 
cis Braidwood, Convener of the Trades : — From the 
Univerjity of Edinburgb, Mr James Finlayfon, Profeflbr 
of Logic in faid Univerfity ; — From the Cburcb of Camp^ 

D vere. 
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Tvert, Mr James *l.ikly, Minifler at Campvcrc, Kdfaert 
Allan, Efq} banker, Edinburgh: — From the Prtjbyfery o£ 
Unlitbgow^ Mr John Bertram at Miiiravenfidc, Mr James 
Dobie at Linlithgow, Mt James Wilfon at Falkirk, Mr 
David Ure atXJphall, Mintjlers sD^vxdi Dundas of Dud- 
dingftone, Efq; Mr John Dtinlop, CoUedor of the Cu{^ 
. toms, Borrowftounnefs, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb 
of ^eensferryy James Hopkirk, Efq; merchant in Glaf- 
gow : — From the Prejbytery of Biggar^ Mr Thomas Gray 
at Broughton, Mr Bryce Little at Covington, Mr Wil- 
liam Watfon at Bigffar, Minifitrs j John Dickfon, Efq; 
-of Culter, Ruling Eldtr : — From the Prejbytery oi Peebles ^ 
Mr Charles Findlater at Newlands, Mr Andrew Handy- 
fide at Lyne, Minijlers j James Montgomery, Efq; Ad- 
vocate, Ruling £Zrfrr.'— From the Burgb of Peebles^ Tho- 
mas Cranftoun, Efq; writer to the Signet : — From the 
.Prejbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carly leat Inverefk, 
Mr Alexander Colvill at Ormifton, Mr James Goldie at 
Temple, Minivers; The Right Honourable the Lord 
Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Had^ 
Aington^ Mr Andrew Johnftonc at Salton, Mr Peter 
Primrofc at Preflonpans, Mr John Steele at Morham, 
Minijlers ; The Moft Noble George Marquis of Tweed- 
dale, Ruling Elder : — From the JBurgb of Haddi^gton^ Wil* 
liam Law of Elvingflone, Efq; Advocate: — From the 
Burgb of Nortb Berwick^ James Dalrymplc, Efq; chief 
Magiftrat^ of the faid burgh:— From the Prejbytery oi 
Munbar, Mr John Martin at Spott;, Mr Daniel Macqueen 
at Preftonkirk, Minijlers s John Andcrfon, Efq; of Win- 
dy goul. Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dunje^ 
Mr Selby Ord at Longformacus, Mr Alexander Girvan 
at Langtoq, Minijlers j Mathew Sandilands, Efq; writer 
rto the Signet, Ruling Elder :— rFrom the Prejbytery of 
Cburnjide, Mr George Todd *t Eyemouth, Mr John 
Haftie. at Edroro, Minijlers j George Buchari of Kello, 
Efq; Rulvig Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Kelfo^ Mr 
Gavin Wallace at Nenthorn, Mr Cornelius Lundie at 
.Kelfo, Minijlers J Sirjanaes Pringieof Stitchell, Bart, Ru- 
ling Elder /~:From the Prejbytery of Jedburgb, Dr Thomas 
Somerville at Jedburgh, Mr William Brown atBedrule, 
Mr David Brown at Crailing, Minijlers s Mr Thomas 
Ufher at Crawhill, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery 
of Laud$r^ Dr James Ford af" Lauder, Mr Thomas Cleg- 
.horn at Smalholm, Minijlers j Colonel John Pringle of 
Georgefield, Ruling Eldtr: — From the Burgb of Luiuder^ 
The. -Plight Hon^ James Earl of Lauderdale: — From 

the 
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'^be TreJbyterjro{ Selkirky Mr James Hay at Roberton, Mr 
John Scade at St Both^yells, Minijersj Mark Pringle, 
Efq; of Clifton, Ruling Elder .— Froin the Bur^b of Sel- 
kirk, Mr Alexander Cunningham, writer in Edinburgh : 
— From the Prejbytery of Annan, Mr William Hardie 
Moncrief at Annan, Mr Abraham Nivifon at Middlebie, 
Minijiers j Jofeph Norris, Efq; of Newfield, Rfflin^ El- 
der : — ^From the Bur^b of Annan, -Charles Hope, Efq; 
Advocate: — From the Pre/by tery of Langbolm^ Mr John 
Xiaurie at Ewis, Mr James Arkle atCailletoun, Ai/w//?^rj; 
'Mr James Robertfon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of Locbmaben^ Mr David Dickfon 
at St Mungo, Mr William Singer at Wamphry, Dr An^ 
drew Brown at Lochmaben, Minijlers ; Mr William 
Tait, Advocate, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Burgb of Locb- 
imaben, Mr William Johnfton, writer in Edinburgh :— 
From the Prejbytery of Pr»p(?«/, Mr William JRankine at 
Sanquhar, Mr John Yorftoun at Morton, Minijlers j Mr 
Robert Edgar m Kirkland of Morton, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery oJT Dumfries, Mr George Duncan at 
Lochrutton, Dr Bryce Jphnftone at Holywood, Dr Da- 
-vid Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, Minijlers j Tho- 
mas Crichton, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Kirhcudbrigbt, Dr Robert Muter at Kirk- 
cudbright, Mr Robert Gordon at Carsfaim, Mr George 
Maxwell at Bui ttle, Minivers j James Gordon, young- 
er of Culvenan, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Burgb of New Galloway, Mr Robert Heron, 
Preacher of the Gofpel : — From the Burgb ^f Wig^ 
ton, Mr John JefFray^ writer in Edinburgh: — ^From 
the Burgb of Wbitborn, Jphn Bufliby, Efq; SherifF- 
clerk of Dumfries: — ^From the Prefiytery of Stran^ 
raer, Mr -Peter Fergufon at Inch, Dr Anthony Stewart 
at Newluce, Mmifters ; Thomas Adair, Efq; of Genoch, 
Biding Elder : — From the Bur^ of Stranraer^ Thomas 
Smith, Efq; one of the principal clerks to the bills : — 
From the Prejbytery of Ayr^ Mr John. Ramfay at Kirk- 
mi chael, Mr George :<}ordon at Sorn, Mr William 
Crawford at Straiton, Mr William Ritchie at Tarbolton, 
Mr William Rcid at New Cumnock, Minifiers ; Lord 
XJlenlee, Thomas Kennedy, Efq; of Dunure, Ruling El- 
ders : — From the Burgb o^Ayr, George Ferguflbn, Efq; 
Advocate : — From tlie J^^tfttry of Irvine, Dr James 
Woodrow at Stevenftoun, Dr George Laurie at Loudon, 
Mr John Robertfon at Kilmarnock, Minijlers ,; The Ho- 
nourable Patrick. Boyle of Shewalton, Ruling Elder: — 

-From 



i6 "The ACTS of the . 

From the Burgb of Irvine y David Boyle, Efq; Advocate : 
— From the Prejbytery of Pat/ley y Mr John Forreft at 
Port-Glafgow, Mr Thomas Burns at Renfrew, Mr James 
Mylne at the Abbey Church, Mr Patrick Maxwell at 
Kilbarchan, Minivers} Thomas King, Efq; younger of 
Drums, Mr Robert Barclay, late one of the Bailies of 
Paifley, Ruling Elders : — From the Prejbytery of Hamilton ^ 
Mr John Rifk at Dalferf, Mr Robert Clafon at Dalziel, 
Mr James French at Kilbride, Mini/ters ; Profeflbr 
Ceorge Jardine, Glafgow, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Lanark^ Mr James Hall at Lefmahagow, 
Mr John Wilfon at Lefmahagow, Minijlers s James Mil- 
lar, Efq; of Halhill, Advocate, Ruling Elder :^¥rom the 
Prejbytery of Glajgow^ Dr William Porteous at Glafgow, 
Mr John Lockhart at Glafgow, Mr James Lapflie at 
Campfie, Mr Adam Forman at Carmunnock, Minijlen j 
Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Bart. Mr Andrew Pa ton, 
merchant in Glalgow, Ruling Elders : — From the dty of 
Gla/goWf Archibald Campbell, Efq; Advocate, younger 
of Clathick ; — From the Univerjity of Glafgow^ Profellbr 
John Young: — From the Prejbytery of Dumbarton^ Mr 
James Couper at Bademock, Mr Gavin Gibb at Strath- 
blane, Mr James Jeffrey at Balfron,' Mtnijlers ; The 
Right Honourable Lord Fvefident, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Burgb of Dumbarton, Archibald Campbell, Efq; 
younger of Succoth, Advocate:— From the Prejbytery of 
Dunoon, Mr Dugald Macdodgal at Lochgoilhead, Mr 
Hugh Madavifli at Inverchaolan, Minivers; John 
Lamont of Lamont, Efq; Ruling Elder: — From the 
Burgh of Rotbjay, William Mackod Bannatyne, Efq; of 
Kames : — From the Prejbytery of Kin tyre , Dr John Smith 
at Campbelton, Mr William Smith at Gigha, Mr Do- 
nald Campbell at Southend, Minijlers: — Mr Donald 
Campbell, Preaching Catechift at Lochranfay, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Burgb of Campbeltdn, William Camp- 
bell of Fairfield, Efq; Advocate : — From the Burgb of 
Inverary, Humphry Traford Campbell, Efq; younger of 
Afhnilh :— From the Prejbytery of Lorn, Mr John Mac- 
farlane at Kilbrandan, Mr George Campbell at Ard- 
chattan. Minivers; John Campbell, Efq; of Lochend, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Mull, Mr Norman 
Macleod at Morvem, Mr A^f xander Campbell at Ard- 
riamurchan, Minijlers ; James Maxwell, Efq; Chamber- 
lain of MuW, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dun^ 
keldy Mr William Innerarity at Caputh, Mr Archibald 
Menzies at Dull, Mr Colin Macvean at Kenmore, Mr 
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Alexander Niven at Dunkeld, Mintjlers j David Ste\^art, 
Efq; merchant in Leith, Mr John Macritchie, writer in 
Edinburgh, Ru/ing Elders :— From the Prejbytery of Perth ^ 
Mr David Dow feniory at Dron, Mr William Taylot at 
Rhynd, Mr William Duncan at Abernethy, Mr John 
DufF at Kinfauns, Minijltrs ; Mr Alexander Beatfon, 
writer to the Signet, Bailie James Dickfon, Bookfeller, 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — From the Prejbytery of Stir* 
ling^ Mr James Somerville at Stirling, Mr John Caw at 
Bothkenner, Minijlersj William Murray, Efq; of Touch- 
adam, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Aucbttrar^ 
der^ Mr John Stevenfon at Blackford, Mr Andrew Gib- 
fon at Muchart, Mr John Brown at Glendovan, Mini^ 
Jlers\ Patrick Murray younger of Auchtertyre, Efq; 
Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dun* 
blanej Mr James Wright at Logic, Mr Alexander Stir- 
ling at Tillicoultry, Minijiers ; Mr Alexander Bonnar, 
Banker in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejby-^ 
teryof Duttfermliney Mr John Scott atDaJgety,Mr William 
Forfar at Salin^ Mr William Brvce at Aberdour, Mini-- 
Jiers ; Sir Charles Prefton of Valayfield, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Kirkcaldy ^ Mr James Reid at King- 
lalfie, Mr John Uiher at Kinghorn, Mr Andrew Murray 
at Auchterderran, Minivers j Alexander Park, Efq; of 
Lochore, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Bruntijland^ 
George Ledingham, Efq; Provoft of Bruntifland : — 
From the Prejbytery of Cupar ^ Mr Andrew Walker at 
ColefEe, Mr Andrew Ireland at Monzie, Mr William 
Gourlay at Fliflc, Mr Peter Barclay at Kettle, Minijiers \ 
George Greenlaw, Efq; of Hilton, Mr John Reid in 
Dairfie, Ruling Elders: — From the Prejbytery of St An- 
drew'Sy Mr James Burn at Forgan, Mr James Nairne at 
Pittenweem, Mr James Thomfon at Kingibams, Mini* 
Jiers ; Lieutenant -Colonel Alexander Monypenny of 
Pitmilly, William Dalgleifti, Efq; junior of Scotfcraig, 
Ruling Elders :— From the Burgh of St Andrew^ Sy Jofeph 
Maccormick, Efq; Advocate : — From the Univerjity of 
St Andrew^ Sy Dr George Hill, Prini:ipal of St Mary's 
College : — Fjrom the Burgh of Crailly Mr Thomas Weir, 
writer in Edinburgh : — From the Burgh of Anjiruther 
Eajiery Mr Thomas Adamfon, late Chaplain to the 4th 
fencible regiment : — From tht Prejbytery of Meigle^ Mr 
Charles Keay at Cupar Angus, Mr William Haldane at 
Gknifla, Mr James Johnfton at Blairgowrie, Minijiers*^ 
Sir WilHam Ramfay of Banii; Baronet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Forjar^ Mr William Ramfay at 
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Cortachy, Mr John Bui ft at Tannadice, Mimfi<rs ; Pro- 
feflbr Henry David Hill, St Andrew's, Rnling Elder \^ 
From the Burgb^f Forfar^ Robert Graham of Fintry^ 
Efq; : — Frcnn the PreJbyUry of Dundee, Mr James Scott 
at Auchtcrhoufe, Mr Thomas Conftable at Liff, Mr 
William Jphnfton at Monifeith, Minl/lers ; George Pa- 
terfon, Efq; of Caftlehimtly, Rtding Elder '. — From the 
Burgh oi Dundee, James L*Amy, Efq; Advocate : — From 
the Prejbytery oi Jberbrotbock^ Mr John Aitken at St 
Vigeans^ Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, Minifitrs*, 
Mr Thomas Miine, merchant, Ganongate, Ruling Elder : 
From the Prejbytery of Brecbin, Mr John BjfTet at Brecfa* 
in, Mr John Piric at Lochlie, Mr Andrew Hutton, at 
Edzelly Min^/iersi James Wauchope, Efq; Advocate^ 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgb of Brtcbin^ Adam Gil- 
lies, Efq; Advocate :— From the Prejbytery of Fbrdoisziy 
Mr Robert GroU at Bervi^, Mr James Leflie at Fordaim, 
Mr George Cook at Lairffencekirk, Minj^^j ; John Bur* 
fiett, E/tq; Advocate^ Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery 
of Aberdeen, Dr David Crud^n at Nigg, Mr Skene Ogil- 
vy at Old Ma char, Dr James Frafer at Dalmoack, Mr 
iUexander Simpfon at Old Machar, Mini/lers ; William 
Robertfon, Efq; Advocate, Procurator for the Church, 
John Gordon, Efq; of Craig, Ruling Elders: — From the 
King^s College, Aberdeen, Mr Roderick Macleod Sub-Prin- 
cipal : — From the Marijball College ^ Aberdeen^ Dr Robert 
Hamilton, Profeflbr of Philofophy in that Uniretfity c**- 
From the Prejbytery of Kincardine O'Nealj Mr Alexander 
Henderfon at Echt, Mr Alexander Robertfon at Coiall, Mr 
Jofeph Smith at Birfe, Minijers ; William Macdouald, £% 
of Reneaton, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of A{ford^ 
Mr John Harper at Kildrummy, Mr Benjamin Mercer at 
Forbes and K^arn, Mr John Gordon at Cabrach, MinyUrs\ 
James Gordon, younger of Craig, Efq; Advocate, Ruling 
Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Ellon^ Mr John Rofe at 
Udny, Mr George Pirie at Slalns, Minijers : — Profeflbr 
Hugh Macleod, Glafgow, Ruling Elder : — From the Pre/^ 
bytery of ^ariccb^ Mr John Shand at Chapel Garioch, Mr 
Alexander Cuftmie a:t Oyne, Mr George Daon at Inch, 
Minijlers ; William Gordon, Efq; younger of Rothny, 
Ruling Elder : From the Prejbytery of Turrif, Mr Robert 
Duff at King Edward, Mr Laurence Moyes at Forglcn^ 
Minijlers ; Mr Archibald Milne, writer to the Signet^ 
Ruling Eider :— -From the Prejbytery of Fordyce, Mr Wai- 
ter Chalmers at Delkford, Mr George Donaldibn «t* 
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^mhven, Mini/lers ; Mr George Andrew, writer, Edin- 
"burgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Banff^ George 
Cranftoun, Efq; of Dewar : — From the Pr^tery of 
Strathbogie^ Mr James Maclean at Keith, Mr John Find- 
later at Glafs, Minijkrs ; Baron Gordon, Ruling Elder :— 
From the Prejbytery of Abtrleur^ Mr Cruickihank at Ro- 
thes, Mr William Spence at Inveraven, Afrnj/^^rj ; The 
Honourable Arthur Duff of Orton, Ruling Elder : — ^From 
the Prejbytery of Abrrrutby^ Mr John Grant at Aberaethy, 
Mr John Gordon at Alvie, Mini/lers i Dr Gregory 
'Grant, Phyfician in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, 
Mr Lewis Gordon at Drainie, Minijlers j The moft No- 
ble the Marquis of Huntly, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Pnjbytery of Forres , Mr William Stephen at Rafibrd, Mr 
Richard Rofe at Dallas, Minifters ; George Cumin, Efq; 
of Relugas, writer to ih^ Si^^ty Ruling Eldtr \ — From 
die Prejbytery of Nmrn, Mr John Morifon at Nairn, Mr 
John Paterfon at Auldearn, Minijlers y Mr Alexander 
Grant, writer to the* Signet, Ruling Elder : — ^From the 
Burgb of Nairn, Mr Fa-ancis Nicol, Preacher of the GoA 
peL-— From the Prejbytery of Ohanonryj Mr Alexander 
Wood atJRofemarky, Mr James Smith at Avocli, Mini^ 
ficrs!^ Convener John Lindiay, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : 
—From tiie Prejbytery of "Tmn, Mr Andrew Gallie at 
Kincardine, Mr Thomas Urquhart at Rofekeen, Mimfiers ; 
Charles Rofe, Eiq of Craigs, Advocate, Ruling Elder :— 
Prom the Prejbytery of Dingwall, Mr Angus Betbune at 
Alnefs, Mr Daniel Rofe at Dingwall, Minifiers s Mr 
'Kenneth Mackenyjie, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: 
And the General Aflembly added thereto Dr James 
Macknight, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, in plac« 
of the Moderator : and alfo from the Burgb of Rutber^ 
glen, Mr Jame* Davidfon, writer to the Signet, whole 
comminion had been rejeded on account of informa- 
lity ; TO BE Commissioners of this General Aflembly, 
to the effe<a after mentioned ; with power to the faid 
Okmmiflioners, or their quorum, which is hereby decla- 
red to be any thirty -one of the faid Commi (Doners, 
whereof twenty-one arc always to be Minifters, to meet 
and convene within the Ailecnbly-houfe at Edinburgh, 
the firft day after .the diflblution of this Aflembly, at 
ten of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the 
iecond Wednefday of Auguft, third Wednefday of No* 
vember, and the firft Wednefday of March next to come, 
and <!^ceDer, when and where they ftiall think fit and 
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?that when any Prelbytery or Synod of this Church Aall 
decline to comply with the.fentence of the Commifnon, 
^ or to give the fame a full.. execution, in that cafe the 
Commiffion i5 .hereby. prohibited to execute the fame, 
'by appointing any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has 
ieen fame. time, the pratStice, but (hall allow the fame to 
.lie over to thcenfukig AflemWy, to which fiich Preiby- 
.teries or Synods fhaJLhe anfwerable for foch their con- 
4ud, and are hereby appointed to fend up with their 
Commiilioners their reafons fbr^the fame. And that in 
vpaffing their fentences, and in ordering the execution 
.of the fame, they ftridly obferve the 12th ad of the 
.Aflembly One thoufai^d fevenjiundred and. thirty r-fix. 
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Commission to fome Miiiifters and Ril- 
ling Elders, for the Reformation of 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and for managing HisMajefty's Royal 
Bounty for that End. 

Edinburib, May 27. Sef, 9. 

THE General Assembly did, ^nd hereby do no-, 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr John Ad.am- 
-soN, firft Minifter of St Andpew's, their Moderator, all 
the minifters who are members of the Prefbytery of 
-Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Frafer, Mr Martin Macpher- 
fon, Dr Joian Macleod, Mr John Macrae, Mr ..George 
Macculloch, Mr James Dingwall, Mr Patrick Nicolfon, 
Mr William Anderfon at Evie, Mr .Francis Liddell, Mr 
.George Barry, Mr John Menzies, Mr John Bertram, Mr 
.Bryce Little, Mr Charles Findlater, Dr Alexander Car- 
.lyle, Mr Andrew Johnfton, Mr Daniel Macqueen^ Mr 
Selby Qrd, Mr George Todd^ Dr Thomas .bomervillej 
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l>r James Ford, Mr Abraham Nev-Ifon, ^Mr- Williain 
Singer; Dr Bryce Jolmflon, Mr Peter Fcirguflbn^ Mr 

.3^ohn Ramfay,' Dr James Woodrow^ Mr JohnFor- 
reft, Mr John Rifle, Mr James Hall, Mr James Lapflie, 
Mr James Couperv Mr Dugald Macdougal, . Dr John 
Smith, Mr John Macfarlane, Mr Nofman Maclieod,* Mr 
William Inverarity, Mr Dfavid Dow, Mr James Spmer- 
ville, Mr John Stevenfon, Mr James :W right, Mr John 
Scott, Mr James Reid^ Mr Andre*^ Walker, Mr James 
Nairn, Principal Hill^MrCharicsKeay, Mr JohnBuift, 
Mr James Scott, Mr WiHiamMilHgan, Mr John Biflet, 
Mr Oeorge Cook, Mr Skene Ogilry, Mi* Alexander 
Henderfon, Mr John Harper, Mr John Rofe, Mr John 
Shand, Mr Roben DufF, Mr Walter Chalmers, Mr Jame^ 
Maclea:n, Mr George Cruicklhank, Mr John Grant, Mr 
William Gotdon, Mr Willianl.Stephen, -Mr Jdhn:M6ri- 
fon, Mr Alexander Wood^ Mr Aiwirew Gallie, Mr An- 
gus Betbune, Mr Daniel Rofe^ Dr Macleod at Harris, 
Mr William Frafer^ Grgha, Mini/iers j Mr He6lor Mac- 
donald Buchanan, :Baiiie Daniel Millet, Mr. William 
Maclean^ .Mr .Alexander -Mackenzie, -Mr Alexander 
Youngfon, Charles . Hope, Efq; Gonrmiffioner Grieve, 
Prafeflbr ©afecl, Charles Kerr, Efq; iDonald. Smith, Efq; 
The Lord Provoft' of :Edinburgh,JGonvcner Braidwood, 
John Dickfon^ Efqs James Montgomery, Efq; Mr Tho- 
mas Cranftoun, The Lord Advocate, Mr Mathew San- 
dilands, Mr Jofeph Norris^ Mr James Robertfoir, Wil- 
liam Tait, Efq; Mr William JohnHon, Mr^Rpbert He^ 
ron, John.Bulhby,rErq;: Mr Thomas Adair, Mr Thomas 
Smith, Lord Glenlee, .George Fcrguflbn, Efq; David 
Boyle, Efq; Archibald Campbell, Efq;* of Clathick, The 
Right Honourable the Lord Prefident^ Archibald Camp- 
bell, : Efq4 younger of Succoth, William Campbell of 
Fairfield, Efq; David Stewart, Efq; Mr John Macritchic, 
Mr Alexander Beatfbn, Bailie James Dickfon, William 
Murray, Efq; Mr Alexander Bpnar, William Dalgliefh, 
Efq; Jofeph Maccormick, Efq; Mr Thomas Werir, Sir 
William Ramfay^ Baronet; James- L' Amy, Efq; Mr 
Thomas Miln, Merchant, Adam Gillies, Efiq; John 
Burnet, Efq; The Procurator,- Dj* Robert Hamilton, 
Mr William Macdonald, James Gordon, Efq; younger 
of Craig, Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, William Gor- 
don, Efq; Mr Archibald Milne, Mr George An- 
drew, George Cranftoun, Efq; Mr Baron Gordon, Dr 
Gregory Grant, The Marquis of Huntly, Mr George 
Cumin, Mr Alexander Grant, Convener John Lindfiiy., 
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Chatles Rofs, Elq; Mr Ketmeth Mackenxie, William 
Xaw of -Elvingfton, Efq; Sir John Stirling;, Ruling Elders; 
TO BE A GoMMiTTKi:^6f this Afflcfipbly, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and iflands of ScotJancJ, for pro* 
nMSting -thb ;knowledg« of true rdigion, Cupprelling 
Popery and profanpntfs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty for thcfe ends^. according .to, and in terms of 
his Majclly's grant to.this KGkm\y,^ in* profecution of 
which purpofes, the Cotnniitte* ate to appoint Preach** 
prs and Catechifts, to.go to &ich places as they fhall 
find^ Upon due infonnatioa, to be the mod proper^ ac- 
cording to his Majeily's .defign, expreiled in His war- 
ranty and^ in fo doing, that they have particular regard 
to fuch pa^riihes! Jn South Uiil, Small :liles9 GlencQ, 
Harris, the countries of Moidnrt, Glengary, and Loch* 
aber, and the other pariihes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee ftiall find, by reafon 
of the vail. extent, by the pi^evalency of Popery and 
ignorance, and other unhappy circumflance^, to be in 
the gfireatell diftrefs^: And they ftiall rake care, that the 
perfons they eoiploy/ be- certified and found, upon due 
trial, to be properly qualified Sot . thefe re^^iSlive offi- 
ces, of good abilities for the (ame, of .a pious life and 
conrerfation; prudent,.bf undoubted* loyalty to his Ma- 
jefty, and of competent fkill in the principles of Divi- 
nity, and particularly in Popiih controverfi^s : Such 
Preachers and Cateohifts being hereby appointed to be 
fubjed to, and under the infpedion of the Prefbyteries 
of the bounds to whichithey are fcnt, who aire to take 
-care that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved 
by them. And the Preachers are alfo appointeditb ca- 
tqchife, and both they and the C^techtfts to inftrud the 
people from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the iick ; and 
in all their labour among the jieople, to be carefiil to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 
llian Proteftiint religion, and the obligations they are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
and obedience to •the laws : And the Committee are 
.empowered to give them fuch inftrudions, as to their 
>^ork and behaviour, as theyihall judg£ meetj which 
inflrudions the Preachers and Gatechifls are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Ailembly do further 
appoint the faid Committee to have a particular regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the Committee of the Aflembly for managing tbe Royal 
Bounty, on the 30th of September 1730, approved by 

frequent 



VENER^L ASSEMBLT, 1797. -25 

ftcfqivent AHemWies ; and to take care that Prefbyteries, 
and Others concerned, obferve tfaefamet which they are 
htft-eby ordered to do: Particularly, the Aflcmbly or- 
dains the feveral Prelbyteries to infert in their regi- 
fteps the Committee's appointments of the defignations, 
fklaries^ and ftations, of the feveral MifOonaries, and to 
Kave an exad regard thereto, in all the letters tliey fhall 
write about the faid MifConaries, and in giving of cer- 
tificates to them; and to dired all their letters, con- 
cerning Miflionaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 
rator of the Committee ; which letters fliali be (igned^ 
at the appointment of the Prefbytery, by the Moderator 
or Clerk thereof: And the Aflembly does difcfaarge any 
payment to be made of the falaries of the Miffionaties, 
except upon receipts from tlie MifGonaries thenafelves, 
amd upon certificates from the Prefbyteries, bearing, 
that they have ferved for the time mentioned in the re- 
ceipts ; and that every Catechift, who receives a falary 
from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 
fhioriers, or gentlemen of the diftrid, fhall pay. a certain 
fum in aid of fuch falary, (hall infcrt„ in the body of his 
receipt to the Cafhier, a declaration, that he has recei- 
ved the particular fum fpecified ; and that the attefta- 
tipn of the Prefbytery fhall, in like manner, bear, that 
the Catechifl has received the ftipulated fum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it . 
being underftood by this refblution, that the feveral fla- 
tions, with regard to which fuch conditions were origi- 
nally made by the Committee, when no fuch declara- 
tion of the Catechifl, or atteflation of the Prefbytery, 
as is now propofed, is received by the Cafhier, fhall be 
afterwards fuprefled by the Committee, though the Cate- 
chifl fhall, notwithflanding, receive the falary for the 
time he is certified to have perfomed his duty: That a 
journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the 
miflion committed to him, be written on the back of 
the Prefbytery^s certificate, and ■ figned by him, as the 
ground on which the Prefbytery have granted him faid 
certificate. The General Afiembly do alfb empower 
the faid Committee to apply, for the piirpofes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the lafl yearns Royal 
Bounty not difpofed of, by reafbn of any of the MifCon- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; 
and that they are to keep a regifter of their proceed- 
ings, tmd likewife diflind books of accounts, bow the 
forefaid money is beiftowed, which fliall be ^patent to 
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any concerned, who pl,eafe to infped the fame. Of the 
perfons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
five are declared to be a quof^nn, whereof three are to 
be Minlftets. But it is hereby appointed. That at the 
quarterly meeting of the Committee, in which the 
fcheme or ^fiablifl^ment of MijQionaries for the enfuing 
year is to bie approved and determined, not lefs tbaa 
fourteen Iha'H be the quorumi whereof nine (hail be Mi- 
niilers ; and the faid Committee are appointed to have 
their flrft general meeting at Edinbwgh, the firft law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firft of the flated 
diets of the Commiflkm of the General. Afiembly j their 
iecond meeting (yrhich is for fixing the annual fcheme) 
upon the iecond Thurfday of J^jdy, with power to thofe 
Members wIk) fhall then be preient, to ^djourn ; and 
their QXhf^v two general meetings the firft lawful di(y& 
after the.ftated meetings o^ the Commiipo^of the Ge- 
iieral Aflembly, i^ November and March, TYAthio the 
Aflembly ayle, at ten Cjf the clock in the forenooQ, ex- 
cept that day fhall fall to be Saturday, and then the 
meetijQg (ball be. upon Monday ne^c thereafter, at the 
faid U^ur^ with power to the faid Committee to ad- 
journ themfelves to fucb times and places as they ^all 
find mod needful and convenient : And they are to keep 
a oprxefpopdence .wjth the CqmmifUop of the General 
Aflfenxbly, and the Society for Propagating Chriftian 
Knfiwledge, and their, Committer of Diredow, and to 
take their advice and ^i^(lance; ^d aifo to correfpond. 
with the Synodsr and Pre^Dyteries concerned. They 
are iikewife inftru^e^ and empowered,, as thfcy fhall fee 
caufe^ to apply to the Goyernm^ent, or any Magifirate, 
fox afliflajice and fupport in carrying on the defign of 
the Commiillon npw given to, them. And the General 
Aflembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon^ Advocate^* 
Promulgator for thcr Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
faid Royal Bounty, to, pay out the fame, as he (hall, be 
4ireded and ordered by the foreiaid Committee^ and 
according to th^ijr rules. And the iaid Cppimittee are 
appointed to exan^ine the accounts of the diftribntioa 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the f^me ln9£(>i{6 t)h« l^prds 
Coin^ilBonersof His Majefty's Tr9^fqry,jar the Barons 
of Hi? Majcfty*s Court of Exchequer',, and to reppU 
their difigenc? to the General A^fii^Wy,^ tif:(.i¥hfim they* 
are to be aipcoupt^^e^ And it is;.agifeedi Tb»t n.Q pferr. 
fpn o.p,c^ emplQye4 a»4 i»i«n in ihe ffi^jSf ^ .fljaU Iw: 
ArugJIj; o]titf thcjjeof f9C th»t ye;^* but by thffcipocujEU of 
' . ' • at 
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^t lead fourteen, whereof nine to be Minifters ; and in 
cafe any complaint (hall be made againll any of them 
on the fcheme, it flwU not be determined the firft ordi- 
nary meeting that the fame is offered, but it fhall lie on 
the table till another meeting ; and, in the mean time, 
the perfon complained of, andrthe Prefbytery of the 
bounds wherein he officiates, fhsAl be acquainted of fucli 
complaint, and thofe concerned be required to fend, to 
the faid Comngiitwe ?i ju^, account of the matter againft 
the next meeting. And it is* further appointed, That 
^fteI: the yearly, fchjcme of Miffion9rie.s on the Royal 
Bout\ty is (ettled in manner above, dirededji and not;(ce 
thereof given by letters to the Prefbytpries concerned, 
fuqh Prelbyteries fhaU f<?nd up to the faid^ Committee 
their , anfw.er to thefe letters, at farth^ft, with their 
Commiffiohers to the Generaj Afl^nj.bly, iftH^ fame.W 
not done fooner; and that the Committee, at tneir firft 
meeting after the General Aflembly, fhall endeavour to 
complete the next yeat's^ fcheme themfelvet;^ and if 
tli^y ' GiiBtidt complete iti, tltey" ffiaN iiaxDO a fiitNeommit- 
tee of their number for th^tt j^rp^e, who.af^ ^o lay 
their draught thereof before a fiibfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the rifing of 
the Aflembly as poflible« , And en^ppwered the Commit* 
tee, at their firft meeting, to rejed any petition for a 
new ftatiqn, in cafe they flijill ^ndfi^^cient abj^^ioflSr 
a^ajiuftiti'and that the fsrd Cotntnitteje^ in making up 
the (cheme of Mj^onarie?^ 8j:c. di not exceed tl^e fum. 
in the grarjt, -. * 
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Edinburgh;. May, 29* 1797. ^eff. ult. 

"THE Report of the Committee appointed to cJqfi returns to 
Overtures was called for^ ^voen in, and read.^^Tbe Af^ 
fembly ordered the Overture re/peBing tbe Licenfmg ofPro^ 
bationers to be re-tra/mitted ; witb a renewal of tie Re^ 
commendation tofucbPreJbyteries 4is bave/ent no Returns, 
tofeni tbem witbout furtber delay. 

New Overture refpefting the Licenfmg 
of Probationers. 

Edinburgb, May 15. 179a. Sef. 8. 

THE General Aflembly liaving taken under their fe- 
rious confideration, the great danger tovrhich the 
Jnterefts of Religion and or this Church may be ex- 
pdfedt by licenfing any to preach the Gofpel who are 
not duly qualified for t^at important truft, do hereby 
enad and ordain, That in all time coming the follow- 
ing regulations ihall be itridly obferved : 

I* It is hereby enaded, That no Student fhall be en- 
tared upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity , unlefs 
he (hall produce to the faid Profeflbr a certificate from 
the Minifter of the pariih in which he has his ufual re-* 
iidence ; or in his abfence,. or during a vacancy in faid 
pariih, from fome neighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 
his charader is fuitable to his views ; together with a 
diploma of Mafter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
deral Profeflbrs of Philoiophy, under whom he hath 
studied, from which it may be clearly afcertained that, 
in fome Untverfity orUniverfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome winter-fejOions of 

College 



GENERAL ASSEMBLT, 1797. 29 

College preceding that in which the certificates are 
■produced. 

II. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad:, fliall 
continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity for the term 
of fix Sefllons : Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Efall du- 
ring three Seilions, his Courfc Ihall be confidered as 
completed in fdur Sefllons ; and that if he hath given 
regular attendance in the Hall during two Seflions, his 
Courfe fhall be confidered as completed in five Sefllons. 
And the Afllembly do further ordain, That in each of 
thefe cafes, Students fhall be inrolled by the Profeflbrs 
during the feveral Seffions of tKeir' refpedive Courfes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, oh fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Englifh, an 
Exercife and Addition, a Ledqre on fome large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together, with fuch s 
other exercifes as the Profeflbrs fhall think proper to 
prefcribe. And the Afl[embly further enad and declare^ ' 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflbr for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the preliminary fleps may be taken by the Prefby- 
tery during the currency of the lafl SefDon of his Courfe, 
as above defcribed j with this limitation, that If the faid 
lafl Seflion is to be claimed as a Seffion of regular at- 
tendance, he ftiall, toward the conclufion thereof, ob- 
tain a new cisrtificate of his attendance during its cur- 
rency, and produce the fame to the Prefbytery or Sy- 
nod* ' 

III. Profeflbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much^as circumflances may permit, to the condud of 
fuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
find it practicable, to infifl: that every Student fhall de- 
liver his firfl Difcourfe fome time during his fecond Sef- 
fion, at the latefl, and the remainder of his Dlfcourfes 
at fuch periods as nlay enable him to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the lafl Seffion of 
his Courfe. 

IV. When a Student is propofed to any Prefbytery, 
in order to be taken upon^ trials, the Prefbytery ihall be 

H alone. 
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alone, and the motion for that purpofe fhall He upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
tirae, the Prefbytery (hall appoint the Member by whom 
the Student has been propofed, to lay hefore the faid 
meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 
Student, that are fpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth fedion of this ad j to defire him to attend ?hp 
fame ; an^ to inform him, that, previoufly to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far as cirumftances may permit, to 
.wait on fuch Minifters of the Prelbytery as have not 
formerly had an opportunity of converfing with him in 
private* 

Y. When the time appointed for confideripg the mo- 
tion is arrived, the Prelbytery fhall ftridly obferve the 
following regulations. 

jy?. The Prefbytery fhall be alone, while they arie 
employed in difcuffing the feveral preliminaries refpeitJl- 
ing Students who are propofed for trials. 

2df They fhall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpofe has completed 
the twenty-firft year of his age. 

3^/, No Student fhall be admitted to trials, unlefs he 
produces to the Prelbytery a certificate or certificates 
from the ProfelTor or Profeflbrs of Divinity, undpr 
whofe tuition he hath fludied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
fecuted his fludies, and delivered his Difcourfes, in the 
manner prefcribed by this adl ; and that his condud, as 
far as confifls with the knowledge of the faid Profeflior^ 
or Profeflbrs, has been in every refped fuitable to his 
views in life. And the General Allembly do likewife 
hereby enad, That the Prelbytery fhall record at full 
length the faid certificate, or certificates, in their mi- 
nutes : And it is hereby enaded and declared, That the 
Student having lodged fuch certificate or certificates^ 
fliall be entitled to obtain extrads of the fame, if de- 
manded. 

/^tb^ No Prefbytery fhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report j 
Xound in his principles j pious, fober, grave, and prudent, 
in his behaviour > of a peaceable difpofition j and well 
afFeded to the happy eftablifliment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu- 
liar importance, they fhall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during the 

year 
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year preceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, 
or he fliall produce fufficient teftimonials from the Pref- 
bytery, in whofe bounds his jefidence has chiefly been 
during that term, bearing, that his character is fuch as 
is defcribed in the irtomediately preceding fentence of 
this paragraph, and recommending him, in thefe re- 
ipeds, to the Prefbyt^ry before whom the propofal is 
made, as a proper perfon to be entered upon trials. 

^tb^ The Prefll)ytery fliall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe 
feveral branches of knowledge which are necefllary to 
enable him to b^ an ufeful Preacher of the Gofpel. And 
the General Afliembly ordain, that the Prefbytery, in 
order to procure full information in this refped, fliall 
examine the Student ftridly, and .privately, on his 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of 
Philofophy and Theology, 

6tby If after thefe preliminary fteps have been taken, 
the Prcfl)ytcry fliall be of opinion that the Student is 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fliall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral PrefliyterieS within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leaft before the meeting of the fame, informing them 
of the Prefl)ytery*s intention to take the Student upon 
Public Trials, and bearings that the certificate, or cer- 
tificates in his favour, which are required by this ad, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided. That within the bounds of fuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be entitled to 
have thefe circular letters written half a-year fooner 
than would be otherwife <:6mpetent. 

VI. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby enad 
and declare. That, at the requefl: of the Student, it fliall 
be competent to any Prefl)ytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or a?ny part thereof, certify- 
ing to the Preftjytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various prdiminary fteps have been 
taken according to the directions of this ad ; and that 
fuch parts of the public and private trials as have been 
already gone through, have been received with appro- 
bation. 

VII. 



I 



32 the ACTS of tie 

* 

VII. If a Student hath ftudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Proteftant Univerfities which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he fhall, when he is propofed to 
any Prefbytery for trials, be required to produce fat is- 
fying teftimonials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in 
faid Univerfities ; -and the time which thefe Profeflbrs 
fliall certify to have been employed by him in ftudying 
Divinity under their tution, fliall be computed in the 
fame manner as if he had profecutcd his ftudies in any 
of the Univerfities within the bounds of this Church« 
But it is hereby provided, That no Student, in fuch clr- 
cumftances, fliall be admitted even to thofe private 
trials which are appointed to be taken before the 
writing of the circular letters, fooner than fix kalendar 
months after his arrival in Scotland. 

VIII. The General Aflimbly ordain, That, if a Prcf- 
bytery propofe to take a Student upon public trials, 
and have*, with that view,f»written the circular letters, 
as is herein required, public intimation thereof fliall be 
made at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial 
Synod, which fliall not be the laft diet thereof : And the 
Prefl^ytery clerk is hereby required to tranfmit to the 
Synod clerk an extrad of the certificate or certificates 
laid before the Prefl)ytery in favour of the Student, in 
order that the fame may be produced at this diet of the 
Syqod. And it is likewife hereby ordained. That at 
fome fubfequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
fliall be made, whether any of the. Members of the Court 
lias any objedion to offer againft the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials : And that the Synod then, ta- 
king Into confideration the extrad produced, and the- 
whole of the cafe, fliall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Prefl)ytery to admit the Student on trials : 
Or if, in any cafe, the Prefbytery clerk fliall fail to tranf- 
mit the extradls of the certificates above mentioned, 
the Student may produce to the Synod, by himfelf, or 
by any Member of the Court, the extradl of the fame," 
which by this ad be is entitled to obtain. 

IX. If the Synod fliall allow the Student to be taken 
upon Public Trials, the Preflby tery fliall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed^ and the Afl^mbly appoint the 
following trials to be taken of the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned : ly?, Catechetic trials on Divi- 
nity, Chronology, and Church Hiflory ; 2^, A trial on 

the 



GENERAL ASSEMBLr, 1797. 33 

ilie Hebrew and Greek languages j 3^?, An Exegcfis in 
Latin on fome controverted Head in Divinity j /^th^ A 
Homily in Englilh; 5^/6, An Exercife and Addition; 
'6tb, A Ledurc on fome large portion of Scripture ; ytb^ 
A popular Sermon ; it being underftood, ' that if the 
Prelbytery fee caufe, they may examine the Student 
upon the fubjed of thefe feveral Difcourfes. 

X. The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing fedion of this ad, the Prefbytery are ordained to 
proceed in the following order. 

ly?, They fhall, deliberately and ferioufly, take a con- 
jund view of the whole trials ; and if they fhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 
perform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Gofpel, they ftiall by no means grant him a Licenfe in 
his prefent circumflances. 

2i, If, upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they fhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 

3^, The Prefbytery fhall then propofe to the Student 
the queflions that are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs Trials by ad loth, Aflembly 1711, and require him 
to fubfcribe the Formula which is prefcribed by the faid 
ad. And the General Aflembly flridly prohibit all 
Prefbyteries from licenfing any Student to preach the 
Gofpel, who fhall not give explicit and fatisfying an- 
fwers to thefe queflions, and fubfcribe the faid Formula. 

4tb, The Prefbytery fhall order the ad of Aflembly 
1759, againfl Simoniacal pradices, to be read to the 
Student in their prefence. 

Lajllyy The Prefbytery fhall appoint their Modera- 
tor to licenfe the Student to preach the Gofpel, and or- 
der their Clerk to furnifh him with an extrad of his li- 
cenfe. 

XI. For the better obfervance of this ad, the Gene^ 
ral Aflembly ordain, \Jly That it fhall be printed among 
their other printed ads ; 2 J, That it (hall be printed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^, That a copy of 
this feparate edition fhall be tranfmitted to each Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity in the Uniyerfities of Scotland ; and 
that the faid Profefibrs fhall read the fame in their re- 
ipedire Halls, once at leaft during every Seflion, and at 

I fuch 
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fuch times as they have reafon to expeft the attendance 
of the greateft number of Students for that SefEon ; 
and, lajily^ That a copy of the fame edition Ihall like- 
wife be tranfmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and 
Prefby tery^ within the bounds of this Church, and that 
the faid Clerks (hall keep the fame along with their mi- 
vnutes, and bring it up to each meeting of their reijpec- 
tive Courts, for the ufe of the Members^ 
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Overture refpefting the attendance of 
Students on the Divinity JHall- 

Edinburgh^ May 29. 1797. Sef. ^k. 

THE Cpmjpittee op the Overture from the Synod of 
Aberdeen, .refpe<fting the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on 
the faid Overture, Report to the Venerable Aflembly, 
That, in their opinion, it ought to be exprefled in the 
following terms, viz. *' It is Overtur^d, that Students 
** in Divinity, who purpofe, to profecute their ftqdies 
" for fix Seffions, .fliould be required to give as mucli 
'* partial attendance,, during the currency of thofe SeG- 
•* fions,' in the Divinity Halls which they rcfpedtively^ 
" attend, as fliall, in the whole, amount to fix months.*' 
The General Aflferably approved of the above report, 
and ordered the fame to be tranfmitted, as ^x\ Qvejrture, 
.for the confider^tion of Pyefby teries. 
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A<5t appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aflembly. 

Edinburgh, 2gtb May 1797. Sejf. ult. 

THE ne^^ General AasEMBj-T of this National 
Church is ?ip|)ointed to be held within the New 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurfday the 17th day 
of May 1798. 

JExtraEked frmn the Records of the General Affembly, by 

ANDRJEW X>h\TSXi, m. Ecei.Scpt:, 
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Tburfday^ Mayil. 1797. Sejf. 1. 

AFter Sermon by the Reverend Dr William Grxenfisld, 
one of the Minifters of the City, and Profeflbr of Rhetorie 
and Belles Lettres in the Univerfity, of Edinburgh, Moderator 
of the laft General Affcmbly, the Minifters and Ruling Et 
ders convened in the AiTembly-houfe in the ufual manner : 
And after Prayer by the faid Dr William Greenfield, the Re- 
verend Dr John Adamson, firft Minifter of St Andrew's, 
being unanimoufly chofen Moderator, he, at the Aifembly's 
deiire, took the chair. 

The King's Commiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl Sec Printed 
of LevHn and Melville, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal ASs, No, L 
Perfon, read, and ordered to be rqcorded. 

The Kino's moft gracious Letter to this AiTembly, read, and and No. II. 
ordered to be recorded.. 

The CommiiSoner's Speech at opening the Airembly> and the 
Moderator's Speech in return thereto. 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious 
Letter. / 

A Committee named for reviling the Commiflions to the Mem- 
bers of this AiTembly, cenfuring abfeots from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the King's 
Commiffioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the fe- 
veral Preftiyteries, in order to their being recorded. 

A Committee for Overture^ named. 

A Committee for Bills, Referenced, and Appeals, named. 

Adjournment*. 

Friday^ May 19. 1797* Sejl z* 
Sederunt. \ 

New Commiflions produced. " ^ 
A diet fpent in Prayen 

K A& 
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Aa VII. of the AfTembly 1718, for the better difpatch of the 
bufinefs of the Aflembly, read, and the obfervation thereof 
enjoined. 

Minifters named to Preach before his Grace the Commiffionen 

The Committee for reviling Gommrffions appointed to meet. 

The Committees for Owrtuxes ;u)d ^ttls «ppoinud to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Saturday, May ao. 1797. Seffl 3. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 
See Printed The drauRl^t of the 4^nf^er to the King*3 moft gracious ^ter to 
ABSf No. IIL tlhlis AfktMy being brought in and approved, his Grace the 
Cemmiffioner, M the AflembljF^s requeft, undertook to tranf- 
mit the fame to his Majieily. 

The Report of the Committee for Overtures was given in and 
read. 

It W9I ol^efled $0 the Cqinin^^iioii from the Prefliytery of Aber- 
nethy, That the Co.mmii^Gioner, Dr Gregory Grant, is not 
ddRiaed « Ruling Elder.*' The AAembly, in rcfped that 
Che words RuHngJElder ztt found in one part of the Commif« 
fiqtt, thoo^ omitted in the other, di4f withdujt a vote^ repel 
the objeAion. 

It wan objede^ to tire Coj^mifioB from the Prelbjtery of 3re- 
chin, ^ That the Elder 15 faid to have' figned the Forniula 
<< pnsfcribed by the iitfa AA of Affenibly 1794, inftead of 
^* 1694.'* The Afembly approve of the Report of the Com- 
mittee, and delay the confijieration of faid Objedio^ till the 
Gommiffioner appear to claim his feat in the Aflembly. 

It was objected to die Gommiffion from the Prelbytery of Aych- 
terarder, *^ That the Eledion was held on the id pf May, 
^f which is within the forty days, and the refolution tp Eledt 
'* is on the 4th of April.*' A Member of the laid Prefbytery 
having ftated, that the above dates are erroneous^ and that it 
was confident with his knowledge thfit the Eledion was 
aAodly made on the firft Tuefday of April laft, and that the 
refolution to Eled was eptered into the Minutes of the faid 
Presbytery on the firft Tuefday of February laft ; the Af- 
fembly agreed, withput a vofe^ to delay the farther confidera-* 
non oip this cafe till the Eecor^ pf the Prefbytery of Auchter- 
arder be laid upon the table of the Aflbmbly } it being under- 
ftood that the Commiffiohers, named in the Cud Commifiion» 
fliall not be entitled, in the mean timei to fit and rote in this 
Aflembly. 

It was objected to the Commiffion from the Burgh of Ruther« 
glen, '' That the Elediop was held on the 6th of April, the 
'< resolution to £leA being on the ift of April, which is not 
" ten free days intervening,*' The Aflembly approved of 
the Report of die Committee, and fuftained Uie Objed^ioo. 

It 



It'was (dije<3:ed to tbe Commiffion from tke Burgii of Annan, 
** That John Foot, the perlbn figning the fam?, is defigned 
^ B^te inftcad ^ CUrk.^ The Affembly delay the conft- 
delation of this otajfdian ttU ^t Commiffioner appe>r (a 
daim his ieat in this Affismbly. 

Tbe roll of cayfes tranfmkted by the Oommktee for BiUs was 
called for, produced, and read. 

Tfec Affembly agreed to take up the caufe from the Prcfbytery 
of Penpontoti Monday, and thecaofeof Mr Rutter of Ler 
thindy on Tuefday. 

The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet this even- 
ing, and empowered to leeeive from the feveral Members any 
inftrudions given to them by the refpedive Synods or Preiby- 
teries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare Over- 
tures thereom to the AITembly ; and to receive and confider 
any accounts that (hall be given them of the ftate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particaiarly concerning the 
growdi of Popery and Superftitioo, and prepare Gvertures for 
preyentiog and fuppreffing thereof. 

The Committee bx BiUs waa appoiiited to meet* 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 22. 1797. Sejf. 4. 

Sederunt. ^ ' 

New ConuniiEons produced. ^ 

In confequcnce of the Affembly^s jud|ment of Saturday, re- 
fpe(^qg tbe Commii&oh from the Prefoytery of Auchterarder, 

. thp MinutCf-booJc pf the faid Preftytery was produced by the 
Clerk thereof; and that part of the fame refpeding the Elec- 
tion in queilinn was read, from which it appeared that the 
faid Eledion wa9 made on the 4th of April laft, and the refo- 
lution to Ele<ft was entered in the Minutes on the 7th of Fe- 
bruary laft : The Aflembly, therefore, ordered the names of 
the Commiflioners from the Prefbytery of Auchterarder to be 
added to the roll of this Aflembly., 

Agreed to take up on Wednefday the Petition from the Prefby- 
tery of Aberbrothock refpe^in^ a Cha|pel of Eafe. 

Report of the Committee tot Overtures given in, and read* 

!keport of the Committee for.Bilk given in, and read. > 

Agreed to tdte up the Petition from the Prefbytery of Perth on 
Wednefday, and the Petition refpeding the Norrifton fund on 
Friday. 

Synod 3o<Ats eaBed for. 

A Committee was named to revife the adtngs and proceedings 
of the CommtAon of kft General Aflemblx. And, 

A Committee named to rcvife the actings and proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laft Aflembly, for managing 
the Royal Boupty for refbrmation of the Highlands and 
Iflands. 

A Committee was named to audite the accounts of the Procura- 
tor and Agent fbt the Church, and other public accouats, 

confider 
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^colliider the ftate of the Church's public money, and prepare 
Overtures about the fame. 
A reference from the Prelbytery of Penpont, refpeding a prefen- 
tation in favour of Mr John Nivifon, Preacher of the Gofpel 
to the Parifh and Church of Penpont, heard : The Aflembly 
.find. That. the Heritors of the Parifh of Penpont were not en- 
titled to appear before the Preibytery to objed againft the 
prefentation ; and remit thecaufe to the Prefbytery of Pen- 
pont, with an advice to proceed in the fettiement of Mr Ni- 
vifon with all convenient fpeed, according to the rules of the 
Church. 
, The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. 

Tue/day, May 23. 1797. Sef 5. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

An Addrefs to his Majefty on the Marriage of the Princess 
Royal of Great Britain with his Serene Highnefs the Heredi* 
tary JPrincs of WirixmberGi unanimoufly agreed to, and a 
<2onuxiittee appointed to prepare the fame. 
The Report of the Committee for Overtures called for, given in, 
and read. 

An appeal at the inftance of Mr Laurence Butter, Minifter of 
Lethindy, from a fentence of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, 
heard. In refped it was judicially dated by the Pre(bytery 
of Dunkeld, that the libel with which they refolved to ferve 
Mr Butter did not proceed upon vi/ama clamofa^ the Aflembly 
reverfe the fentences of the Prelbytcry of Dunkeld, and Sy- 
nod of Perth and Stirling, appealed from, and remit the caufe 
to the Prefbytery of Dunkeld, to proceed in the accufation of 
Mr Butter, if they (hall fee caufe, according to the rules of 
the Church. 

Adjournment. 

Wednefday^ May 24. 1797. Sejf. 6. 
Sederunt. 
^ee Printed The draught of an Addrefs to his Majefty on the Marriage of 
Afis, No. IV. theTRiNCJESS Royal of Great Britain with his Serene High- 
nefs the Hereditary Prince of W^rtemberg, was brought in, 
^nd approved. His Grace the Comniiifioner, at the Aflem* 
bly*s rcqueft, undertook to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 
The Committee 'On public accounts appointed to meet. 
The Aflembly heard read Minutes of the Preft)y tery of Aber- 
' brothock refpedling a Chapel of £afe. The Aflembly ap* 
prove of the condud of the Prefljytery in laying before the 
Aflembly their procedure refpeding the eftablifliment of a 
Chapel of £afe in the town of Aberbrothock, in conformity to 
the order of laft Aflembly : And the Aflembly, after long rea- 
fonio^, proceeded to the confideration of the regulations re- 
fpeding the faid Chapel of £afe, which^ in obedience to that 

order, 
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order, were fubmitted by the faid Prefbytcry to the judgment 
of the Aflembly. The Affembly, after the faid regulations 
were read, having heard a Member of the Prefbytery of 
Aberbrothock ifl explanation thereof, were fatisfied of the re- 
ceffity and expediency of' the Chapel intended. The regula- 
tions, with the objections thereto, were then read over again, 
one by one, and particularly cooiidered by the Aflembly ; 
and the Aflembly having made fome alterations thereon, au- 
thorife andinllruA the Prefbytery of Aberbrothock to grant 
the defire of the Petition, by ereding the Chapel of Eafe in 
queftion, according to the regulations adopted. 

The Petitions from die Prefbytery of Perth delayed till to-mor- 
row. 

Adjournment 

Tburfday, May 25. 1797. Sef. 7. 

Sederunt. 

The public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Aflembly heard a Petition for Mr James Scott, Minifter of 
Perth, and others, complaining of a fentence of the Prefby- 
tery of Perth, rcfufing to tranfmit to this AiTembly the opi- 
nion which the faid Prefbytery had delivered on the 28th 
September laft, concerning the Overture refpefting Chapels 
of Eafe. The AiTembly difapproved of the condud of the 
Prefbytery of Perth in refufing to tranfmit faid opinion ; and 
appointed the faid report to be added to the reports on the 
faid Overture now before the AfTembly. 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to meet. 

The Aflembly agreed to rcfolve themfelves into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to confider the returns of Prcfbytcries to th,c 
Overture refpeding Chapels of Eafe. 

Adjournment. 

Friday^ May a6. 1797. Sejl 8. - 

Sederunt* 

The report of the Committee of the whole Houfe on the Regula- 
tions and Overture refpedling Chapels of Eafe, called for, 
givert ID, and read. The Aflembly approve of the report, c p-: j 
and re-enad and re tranfmit the faid Regulations and Over- ^^ No V. 
ture ; and ordain that feparate copies of the fame be printed ' 
and tranfmitted to the different Prefbyteries, enjoining fuch 
Prefbyterics as have fent no returns to fend up their opinions 
to next Aflembly. From which decifion feveral Members 
entered their difTents. 

Upon a motion, the AfTembly unanimoufly recommend to the 
Prefbvteries of this Churchy that when they are to take into 
confideratioh any Overture tranfmitted to them by the Gene- 
ral Aflembly, they fhall, at a previous ordinary meeting of 
Prefbytery, appoint the particular day on which they aire to 
tonfider fuch Overture. 

L The 
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Tht report of the Committee of Overtures given in, and read. 

The report of the Truftees of the fund cftablilhed by A& of 
Parliament for a provifton to Minifters Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Aifem* 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till to*morrow : And upon 
a motion, the thanks of the Houfe were given from the Chair 
to Sir Henry Moncreiff Wcllwood, for his fidelity, attention, 
and prudence, in the management of the fund ; and particu^ 
larly for. the accurate and ufeful information coutained in bis 
letter lately addreffed to the contributors of the fund. 

A Petition for Mr John Campbell, Minifter of Kippen, cbm- 
plaining of a fentence of the Prelbytery of Dunblane, finding 
that the Elders had no right to vote for a Fadlor on the Nor- 
rifton fund, heard. The Affembly reverfed the fentence of 
the Prelbytery of Dunblane^ and found, that the Commiffion by 
the General Affembly for the management of the Norriftoik 
fund was given to the Prefbytery of Dunblane, includiog botk 
M inrfters and £lders. 

Agreed i6 confider the Overture from the Synod of Aber<iee#^ 
and the other Overtures to^morrOw. 

Upon a motion, the Committee of BiQs appbrnted to Aieet. 

Adjournment. , 

Saturday^ May 27. 1797. S^Jf. 9. 

Sederunt. 

The Report of the Committee of BDls called for, given in, and 
jead. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Commiffion record- called 
for; the Commiffioners condud: approved of; thanks given 
to the Moderator of the Commiffion, and th^ir Book ord^r^d 
to be attefted. 

The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the Com- 
miffion of this Aflfembly, and preparing inftrudions to them. 
See Printed given in, and approved. The Affembly added thereto Dr 

Ads, No. VL James NIacknightj one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, in place 
of the Moderator ; and alfo from the Burgh of Ruthei|;len» 
Mr James Davidfon^ <vriter to the Signet, whofe comm^^oa 
had been rejected, on account of informfflity, by the Affi^mUy. 

The Repoin? of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty record giiven id, 
and read. The condaft of the Managers approved oft and 
their Book ordered to be attefted. 

VII. A Committee hamed for managing th6 Royal Bounty this year, 

with a Commiffion and inftrudions to them. 

TheSynod Books of Lothian and Tweeddale, of Fife, and of Glaf- 
gow and Ayr, ordered to be attefted. 

The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftaftliftied by Aa of Par- 
liament for a provifioii to Minifters Widows, &c. again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter kept for 
thatpurpofe. 

The 
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ThcComnpttee on the Enzie fund renewed with the .former pow- 
ers ; and the Aflembly added thereto Mr James Lapflie. 

A<a approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Advo- 
. <:ate. Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difcharging 
him and' hi^ cautioners of the fum of L. 55^3 : 10 : 3^4 Sterling, 
difburfed by him, and appointing that he give credit in his 
fiext account for the fam of L. 30 : 9 : off. Sterling, being the 
balance due by him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr William Murray, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and difcharging him of the 
fam of L. 117 : 4 : 3 Sterling, diiburfed by him, and appoint- 
ing that he take credit in his next account for the fum of 
L. 4 : 14 : 3 Sterling, being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon, Printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment of the fum of L. i% : i : 6 
Sterling, being the amount thereof. 

Aft approving of the account of ftationary articles furnifhed to 
the clerks by Mr £lphin0on Balfour, and ordering payment 
of the fumof L. 13 : 2 : 10, being the amount thereof. 

The Report of the Committee on the caufe relating to the 
Schoolmafter of Bothwell, given in by Sir Henry Moncrei^ 
Conviene*, and unahimoufly approved of; and the Committee 
renewed, with the addition of Mr Lapflie ; to report to next 
Aflembly : And the Aflembly recommend it to thofe Prcfby- 
teries of the Church who have not yet fubfcribed, to give 
their aid, along with their Brethren, to a caufe fo generally in- 
terefting to the Church and to the country; and to thofe 
Prefbyteries who have already fubfcribed, to colleft the 
amount bf; their fubfcriptions, and remit the money to Mr 
William I<lurray, Agent for the Church. 

A Committee appointed to examine into ihe particulars of the 
Overture from the Synod of Aberdeen, refbefting Students of 
Divinity ; to report to the Aflembly on Monday. 

The Overture from the Synod of Moray, refpefting the over- 
leaping of Synods as Courts of Review, difmifled as unne- 
ceflary. 

Mr Lapflie withdrew his Overture relative to the Colleftions 
for the poor, and the providing of proper places of worfiiip 
for the people of the Eftablifliment* 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 29. 1797. Sejf. uh. ' 

Sederunt. 

A new Commiflion produced. 

The Report of the Committee on new applications was called 
for, given in, and read. 

The Proccfs mentioned in the Petition for Mr Alexander Duff", 
minifter of Monymuflc, was remitted to the Procurator and 
Agent fbt the Church, to be carried on at the public ex- 
pence, 

M The 
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The Petition for Mr John Findlatcr, Minifter at Glafs, ordered 
to lie on the table ; and, jn the mean time, the Aflenbly remit- 
ted the fame to the Procurator, to confider the cafe therein 
mentione;d, and to report to next AiTembly. 

Lift of [Probationers .produced, their names read out, and or- 
dered to be recorded. 

The Report of the Committee 00 the Overture from the Synod 
of Aberdeen, refpefting Students of Divinity, called for, gi- 
ven in, and read, and approved of, .And, 

Upon the Report of the Committee appointed to clafs returns 
to Overtures, the Aflt^mbly ordered the former Overture, re- 
Sec Printed fpcdling the licenfing of Probationers, to be ro^tranfmitted ; 
Afls, No. VIII, and alfo the Overture from the Synod of Aberdeen, refpedling 

-_ IX. Students of Divinity, as amended by the Committee, to be 

tranfmitted as a fi^parate Overture, 

The Moderator of the laft Affembly having ilaid before this Af- 
fembly letters which he had received from Lord Dundas and 
Lord Armadale, in anfwer^o the letter and ftatcment which 
he was appointed by laft Aflcmbly to tranfmit to the princi- 
,pal .Heritors of the different Pariflies in the Synodof Qskneor ; 
the General Aflembly finding, with ,mwch Xtua&di<m, that 
fome of the grievances within that Synod, formerly com- 
plained of, liave l>een redrefled, appoint the Modorator to 

'^ write refpeflful letters of thanks to Lord Dundas and iLord 
'Armadale, for, the attention which they have paid to the re- 
<x)mniendation of laft Aflembly, At. the fame time, the Ge- 
neral Aflfembly., accouoiing it their duty .to make every com- 
ipe^ent exertion to obtain full redrels of the grievances which 
ftiTJ exift within the (aid Synod, appoint the Moderator, Dr 
Greentierd, Dr Hill, J)r Hunter, Dr Grieve, Dr Baird, Mr 
rinlayfoq. Sir Henry lyioucrieflf, Dr Kei^p, Mr Moodie, the 
Lo^d Advocate, the Procu^rator, Profeflbr Dalzcl, andChailes 
Hope, ^fq; as a Comnaktee, Dr Grievie to be Convener^ to 
correspond with the Heritors or Minifters, or with the Synod 
or Prefbyteries pf Orkne;^, on that fubjed ; and iaftrud the 
Procurator to felecl fuch cafe or cafes as appear to him of the 
greateft importance-and urgency, and to profecute them witli* 
out delay at the public £x.pence. And the General Aflem- 
bly, judging it impolRble for them ,to enter into the detail of 
particular grievances, refer to this Committee the ftate. of the 

. Churches and Parochial Schools, laid before them by the Sy- 
nod of Orkney, the anfwers given in to the Agent for the 
Church on the part of Lord Dundas, and the obfervations <m 
thefe anfwers by the Members from Orkney, and to report 
to next Aflembly. 

The Report of the Committee of laft Aflenjbly on the Petition 
of the Miniftjers of Tongue, Duimefs^ and Edrachilles, called 
for; given in, and fead, and unanimoufly appiroved of. 

Reafons of Diflcnt from the judgrneht of the Aflembly on the 
26tli*in!fllant, on the Regulations and Overture refpefUng 

Chapels 
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Chapels of £afe, were given in, and read, and ordered to lie 
in retentis. 

The Report of the Committee, on the Overture from the Pref- 
bytery of Kincardine-o'N^al, anent Procefles againil Clergy- 
men, was given in, and read. The Aflembly unanimoufly 
difmifled the Overture. 

A Committee named to revife the Minutes of the Aflembly's 
proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 
upon fuch of th« A£ls of the Aflerobly as are to be (landing 
rules, in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the A0embly, and to his Grace the 
Commiffioner. 

. The Lord High Commiflioner's fpeech to the Ailembly. 

Ad appointing next diet of AiTembly. See Printed 

The Aflembly concluded with Prayer, finging of Pfalms, and Ads, No.X. 
pronouncing the Bleffing. 
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i. 

The KiNG^s Commiffion to David Earl 
of Leven and Melville produced, 
and ordered to be recorded* 



Edinburgh, May 17. 1798. 

THE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Honour- 
able George Melville Leslie, the King's 
CommiiEon, fealed with the feal appointed 
by the Treaty of Union to be kept and ufed in Scot" 
land, in place of the Great Seal of Scotland, making 
and conftituting the Right Honourable David Earl 

of 
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of Levek and Mx-lvu.i.e, kii Majedy's High Com- 

miilioner and Reprefentative 111 this Aflcrhbly ; which 
Commifllon was publicly read with all due honour and 
refped, and ordered to be recorded In the books of 
Aflembly ;— the tenor whereof follows : 



Y^EORGIUSy Dei ^ratid, Magna Britannia ^ Francia^ 

^^ et Hibernia Rex, Fid^i Defenfor: Omnibus probis bomi^ 

/nibuSf ad quos prafentes litera nojlra pervenerint^ falutem. 

^andoquidem Nos conftderantes^ quod Generalis Ecclejia 

Scotia- Conwn^fts in deoimum fepthmm diem Maii proximi 

convenire ordin/ittti fmt ; Nofque nlmmde ^upidij et necef- 

farium ejfe judicantes in commodum dida ecclejiaj ut idem 

generalis conventus die Jlatuto debite obfervetur^ atque rebus 

magni momenti Nos alio vocantibuSy diSlo conventui perjona- 

liter inter eJfe nequimus ; Nofque abundi fatisfaSli de fuffici- 

entia ft ^dektatt fideirfurA et pradile&lffim Nojiri €9n/im- 

guinei Davidis Comitis 4e Leven et Melvilk, quoa ad 

Jummum munus NoJlri Jupremi Commiffionarii ad diBum gene- 

ralem convwtum rite exercendum et obeundum i^fquequaque Jit 

in/lruSlus : Noveritis i^ttury Nos nominajfe^ conjlituijffe^ tt or- 

dinajfe^ tenor eque prafentiumy nominare, cbnjfituere^ ^ ordi-^ 

nare^ memoratum fidelijfimum et pradileBijffitnum Nojtrtnn con* 

fanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melville, y«- 

premum Nojlrum CommiJJionarium diSlo generali ecclejice Scotia 

conventui, dando et concedendo iTti plenam potejiatem^ commif^ 

fioneniy et warrantum,facrain Nojlram Perfanam et auStorita-- 

tern regalem repra/entandi, ncQ non prefentiam Nojiram fup-^. 

plendiy et locum Nojlrum in di^ Jubjequenti generali conventu^ 

tanquam CommiJJionario Nojlro ad bunc effeSlum Jpecialiter 

conJlitulOj tenendi, omniaque alia, ad imperiuffi et munus Com- 

mijjionarii pro generali ecclefia conventu peragendiy tam ptene 

adeoque liber e in quovis reJpeUuy quam quilibet alitu iu eodem 

Jummo munere feceratyjeu quovis tempore praterito facere po- 

tueraty vel ac Ji Nos ipfi perJbaaDtir pr^JeMtis facere potue- 

rimus. ^aque omnia et Jingula qua di8us David Gomes 

de Leven et Melville, in bac NoJlra Commiffione projequenda 

Hgitimefeoerit^Jeu fieri ardinaverit, Nos fir miter approbamus 

et ratificamus. Injuper omnibus et ftngulis diSli conventus et 

^ecclefia pajloribus etprejbyterisy catertfqut quibiifim ^ ^ iviUfa 

itiam .partem Magna Britannia Scotinsa vocatam^ fitbdiiis 

Nofiris, cujufcuiique gj^adusfeu gualitafiSf,utiiiSeim Dsiiridem 

Conaitem de Leven ^t Melwlfe, tan^uavt Jupremim No- 

firum Comrliiffionafium^ qmad f£iBum tSt m^dmjupra mmtio- 

natutiL^ revereantur, agn<j/cant et oifidtarityJiriMc MMdofnu^ it 

prxcipimifs : Jtque batic Nqjirmk Commijion^m 4 di^ (kfiPto 

feptimo die Maii prmttti inciper^ et dek^tpt (hinfinte Jub- 

Jequente 
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fiqwenU ftffione didii generalis convaitis in vi^re CMtinuare^ 
declaramus, velufqu€ dum d Ncbis revocabitur^ ft excnermi'* 
tvr. In cujus ret teftimonuim^ ptefentibut fi^llum Nojirum 
per Unionis traBatym cufiodiend.ei in Scot id vice et loco Mag-- 
ni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinat. appendimandavimus. Apud 
aulam Npftram apud St James's, vigefimo tertio die menjis 
Apriiis, anno Dotnini milUJimo feptingentejimo et nonageftfno 
o&avo Regni^ue Nq^ri anno trigejimo odavo. 
Per Jignaturatn manu $• Z)v N. Regis fuprafcriptam. 



11. 

The Kino's moft gracious Letter to the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Commiffionen 

GEORGE R. 

RIoHT Reverend and Well-beloVed, We greet you 
well. The experience of many years authorizes^ 
Us to repofe the fuUeft confidence in the wifdom of your 
codnfels and meafures, and the temper of your minds, 
and calls upon Us to repeat thofe aflhrances of Our pa- 
ternal afiedion towards you, fo juftly due to your Vene- 
rable Body. 

We are firmly perfuaded, that Our entire Kinedom 
will derive the greateft advantages from the delibera- 
tions of the General Aflembly of the Church of Scot- 
land. At the fame time, We truft that your proceed- 
ings will continue to be diflinguifhed by that Gravity 
and Calmnefs, by that Loyal Attachment to Our Perfon, 
by that Love for the People committed to your charge, 
and that fpirit of Cbriftian Charity ono towards another, 
which cannot fail to confer dignity on yourfclves, and 
to give authority to your decifions. 

We recommend it to you, moft earneftly, to perfevere 
in your attention to the advancement of Piety, and the 
Pradice of all Chriflian Duties, both moral and pofi- 
tive> to the prcfervation of found Dodrine, and the 
checking thpte Iqofe notions', both in Faith and Mora- 
lity, which are the di%^a^ce of thefe tunes ; and whicli^ 
* ^ B unlefs 
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unlefs timely couoterai9:ed^ mdft operate to the deftroy«* 
ing of all good Principles ha the liearts of men, to the 
ttiflblving all the Bands of Society^ and to the provok* 
ing of the Difpleafure of Almighty GoD. 
' Wp have again coalHtuted and appointed Our Right 
Trufty and Right WeU-beloved Coufia, David Earl of 
Leven and Melvili^e, to be our Commiflioner, and to 
ireprefent Our Royal Perfon in this Aflembly, We know 
his ardent zeal for the great canfe of Religion, and the 
Heady regard which lias ever filled his mind for the 
peace and profperity of the Church of Scotland, and 
therefore We do, with the greater fati^fa^ion, repofe in 
3iis faithful hands the execution of this important truft. 
We avail Ourfelves of this frefh opportunity of aflu- 
ring you of Our full determination to maintain and pre- 
ferve the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoy- 
ment of all its joft rights and privileges ; and We 4o 
Solemnly adjure you, to refle<ft upon and firifil, conjoint- 
ly and individually, all thofe various duties, which the 
Well-being of the Eftablifhment, the Interefts of Civil 
Society, and Religion itfelf, fo forcibly, at this awful 
moment, demand. And fo We bid you heartily fare- 
well. — Given at Our Court at St Jameses, the nth day 
of May 1798, in the thirty* eight year of Our Rejgn. 

By His Majefty's Command, 

PORTLAND. 

Addrefled thus : — To the Right Rtverend Mid Well^lovedy 
the Moderator^ Minijers and Elders of the General Affem^ 
bly of the Church of Scotland. 



III. 

The General Affembl/s Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter. 

May it pkafe your Majejly^ 

YOUR Majefty's moll gracious letter, to this meet- 
ing of the General Aflembly of the Church of 
StJOtland, was received with the hi^eft refped. 

The 
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. .The full coifi&^etycG which Your Majefty is pleafed to 
xepaCe m the wifilom of our proce^dingSi and the renewr 
ed aHurances i^f Your pateroal affcdion, are moft eiv 
dearing teftimonies of Your Rojal favour^ and fill our 
minds with the wartncft gratitude to our beloved Sove- 
reign. 

. The perfuafion Your Majefty has condefcended to e*- 
prefe or the great advantages which will refuk to Your 
entire: kii^dom from the deliberations of the General 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland, is a moft poweritU 
incitement to tfs, in all our proceedings, to condud our- 
fellas with that gravity and calmnefs, and that loyal at>- 
tacbment to Your facred Perfon, — and to cultivate that 
love for the people committed to our charge, and that 
fpirit of Ghriftian charity one towards another, which 
will bcft fecure the dignity of our Order, and give au- 
thority to our decifions. 

Feeling, as we do, the utmoft abhorrence of thofe 
loofe notionir, both in Faith and Morality, which are the 
difgrace of thefe times} and animated by an ardent zeal 
to^counterad their pernicious influence, we liften, with 
profound reverence, to Your Royal recommendation ; 
and (hall ileadily perfevere in our exertions for the pre- 
fervation of found dodrtne, and for the advancement of 
genuine piety, and the pradice of all Ghriftian duties, 
hoth moral and pofitive ; in the huibble hope, that we 
may thus prove the means of averting the difpleafure of 
Almighty God, and of promoting the happinefs of Your 
Majefty's Subjeds, by contributing to the maintenance 
of pure Religion, of good Government, and of focial or. 
der. 

Your Majefty^s knowledge of the ardent zeal of the 
Earl of Leven and Melville In the great caufe of Reli- 
gion, and of his fteady regard for the peace and profpe- 
rity of the Church of Scotland; and the long and plea- 
fing experience we have had of his fidelity in the dif- 
charge of the duties of that high and important truft 
with which he is now inverted, render the re-appoiut- 
ment of him to reprefent Your Royal Perfon peculiarly 
acceptable to this Aflembly. 

Your Royal Donation for propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge In the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, we re- 
ceive as a continued proof of Your Majefty 's paternal 
concern for the fpiritual as well as temporal interefts of 
Your Subjedlsj and we fliall ftudy, by a wife and faith- 
ful application of it, to promote the pious and benevo- 
lent purpofe for which it is granted. 

We rely, with perfefi confidence, on the frefli aflu* 
ranee of Your Majefty 's detern^^ination, to maintain and 

preferve 
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^rderve the Church of Scotland in the complete enjoy- 
ment of isill its juft rights and pririlegcB. Deeply ztkGt- 
ed with the impreffive charge of Our Sovereign^ who, 
with paternal afTedioif^ folemnly adjures us to refle^ft 
tipon our facred eUigationSi we pledge ouifelves to Your 
Majcfty, that; through the help of God, we wiU, both 
tronjointly and individually^ fulfil all thofe various du- 
ties, which the Weli-beingof the EftabliAiment, and the 
Interefts of Civil Society, and of Religion^ do, at this 
awful moment, fe forcibly demand. 

That the God and Father of tMir Lord Jbsds Christ, 
may long preferve Your Sacred Perfot^, direft Your 
Councils, and crown Your undertakings with abundant 
fuccefs; — that, He may blefs our Moft Gracious Qveeh, 
the Princ£ and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal 
Family j — ^that there may never be wanting one of Your 
Royal Houie to (it on the Throne of thefe Kingdoms to 
lateft ages ^-^and that, after a long, ufeful and happy 
reign, You may exchange an earthly for a heavenly 
Crown, are and ihall be the fincere prayers of, 

May it pleafe your Majeily, 

Your Majefty^s moft faithful, 

Moft obedient, 

And moft loyal Subjeds, 

The Mini/iers and Elders met in tins Ge- 
neral Af[emhly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence^ 

And at our appointment, by 



EDtKBUROH, \ 



WILLIAM TAYLOR, Moderator. 



IV. 



I 
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IV. 

Address to His Majesty on the pre- 
fent Situation of Public Affairs- 

Moft Graciout Sovereign^ 

WE, Yonr Majefty's moil; dutiful and loyal fobjefts, 
the Minifiers and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, ipet in the General Aflembly, beg leave to era- 
brace this opportunity of approachij^g Your Throne/ 
in order to expre{3 the fentimenti v^hich we feel on oo 
cafion of the arduous conteit in which thi$ Nation i^ en^ 
gaged with a neighbouring hoflile power. 

During former times pf tranquillity and peace, the 
Minifters of this Church had always ftudied to confirm 
the people under their charge in principles of loyalty 
to Your Majefty*s Perfon and Government, and to in- 
fpire them with veneration for that happy conflitution, 
civil and facred, with which we have long been blefled. 
Now, when the day of trial is come» it is with the utr 
moft fatisfaftion we behold the happy effeds of thofe 
fentiments which we have long endeavoured to inftill. 
We behold the great body of the people in this country 
united in zealous attachment to Your Majefty^s Govern- 
ment^ and in refolutc endeavours to defend their an- 
cient rights againft every invader. We have the hap- 
pinqfs of 'expreffing to Your Majeily our firm perfuafion, 
that the fpirit of th6 country is now fully roufed among 
all ranks of men. They are fenfible, that all that is fa- 
cred to them as Chriftians, and dear to them as men, is 
at ftake ; and that in refilling their impious and outr^i- 
gious foes, they are not only defending a Sovereign 
whom they love and revere, and fupporting a conflitu- 
tion under which they have long been happy, but de- 
fending at the fame time their own families, their per- 
fons and property. We can aflure Your Majefty, that, 
on our part^ nothing fliall be wanting to cheriih thefc 

C patriotic 
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patriotic drfpofitions, to ftimulate the general ardour in 
the public caufe, and to promote every meafure which 
the wifdom of Your Councils (hall deem neceflary for 
the fecurity of the realm. 

We beg leave to congratulate Your Majefty on the 
brilliant fuccefles with which it has pleafed the Almigh- 
ty, already, to blefs Your arms in various quarters. 
Trufting to that gracious aid of Heaven, which has fb. 
often fignally fupportcd the Britifh Throne, and defeat- 
ed the attempts of unjuft and violent enemies, we enter- 
tain the firmeft hopes that the infolent menaces of our 
prefent foes fliall be completely baffled, and that an ho- 
nourable and lading peace (hall terminate the conteil 
in which Your Majefty and the Nation are now en- 
.: gaged. 

•That the GoT)t>f battles may continue to blefs Your 
Majefty's fleets and armies ; that He may fpcedily give 
a check to the ambition and anarchy of thofe tyranni- 
cal rulers, who have difturbed the peace of {6 many fur- 
rounding nations ; that He may long preferve Your Ma- 
jefty *s precious and important life, and ftill increafe the 
luftre and profperity of Your ireign over a loyal and 
grateful people, ftiall ever be the fervent prayer of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, ^ 

Your Majefty^s moft dutiful, 

' Moft faithful, \ 

And moft obedi«it Subjects, 

T'be Minijlers and Elders met in this Ge- 
neral AJfemhly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 

WILLIAM TAYLOR, Moderator.. 



V. 



Ebiksugrh, ^ 
May aa. 1798.3 
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/ 

v. , ■ 

AQi and Regulations refpeding the Erec- 
tion of Chapels of Eafe. 

Edinburgh^ May 23. 1798. Sejf. 6. 

THE General Affembly, judging it expedient that no 
Chapel of Eafe ftiould be ereded without the 
knowledge and approbation of the General Aflembly, 
unanimoufly did, and hereby do, ordain, That, in fu- 
ture, if any petition fhall be laid before any Prefbytery 
of this Church, for the eredion of a Chapel of Eafe, the 
faid Prefbytery fhall flridly obferve the following Re- 
gulations. : 

" That, in future, when a petition fhall be laid be- 
*' fore any Prefbytery of this Church, for the Eredion 
'* of a Chapel of Eafe, it fhall lie upon the table till 
*' their next ordinary meetings and at that meeting, 
** unlefs it fhall appear to the Prefbytery, from the cir- 
"* cumfiances in which, the petition is offered, that the 
" eredioo of the faid Chapel of Eale is unneceflary and 
" inexpedient, thqy fhall cite the Minifler and Kirk- 
** Seflion of the Parifh, within which the Chapel is in- 
** tended J and (hall fummon, by edidal citation, the 
•' Heritors of the Parifh, and, if there is a Burgh in the 
** Parifh, the Magi ftrates of that Butgh, to attend the 
*^ next Meeting of Prefbytery, and to appear for their 
** interefl in the fubjed of the Petition, if they fhall 
<< fee caufe : — That fuch Prefbytery, after having heard 
*' the parties, fhall fufiidiently afccrtain the circuovflan- 
^' ces on which the Petition is founded j— -the fads fla- 
*' ted as reafons for the necefllty or expediency of the 
** Chapel intended i — the general, plan of the Chapel it- 
^' felf; — the eflimate of the expence to be incurred ift 
** completing it;— the fcheme laid down for difcharg- 
" ing the debts which it may be neceflary to coutrad ; 
** — the plan on which it is propofed to difpofe of the 
** coUedions to be made at the Chapel ; — the names and 
" defignations of the pferfons in whom the property is 

'' to 
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to be vefted ; — ^the mode propofed for the eledion of 
the Minifter; — the ftipend to be provided to him ;— 
and the fecurity offered for the regular payment of 
the ftipend: — That fuch Prelbytery fliall thereafter 
report the whole above-mentioned circumftances of 
the cafe, from their minutes, to the next Meeting of 
the General Aflembly ; and fhall not pronounce any- 
final judgment on the Petition, till they fhall have re- 
ceived the fpecial directions of the Aflembly there- 
on ; and that it (hall be coippetwt for thQ petition^ 
ers, and for all parties having intereft, to be heard on 
the fubje6t at the bar of the Afltjmbly." 



VI. 

Edinburgh, May 25. 1798. Sejf. 8, 

^Vpon the Report of the Commttee on the elaufe of the Over- 
lure from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr^ reJpeRing the 
CQurfe of Univerjity Education to be obforved by Students 
previous to their entering the Divinity Hall, tie General 
Ajfembly unanimoujly agreed to tranfmit the fallowing Over^ 
ture on tbatfubjeB, to the fever al Prejbyteries of this Churchy 
enjoining them to fend up their opinions thereon to the next 
AJemb/y. 



Overture repfeding the Gourfe of Uni- 
veriity Education to )be obferved by 
Students, previous to their entering 
the Divinity Hall. 

WHEREAS it has been rcprcfentcd, That Students 
. intended for the holy Miniftry, do fometimes 
hurry over their courfc of Philorophy in two Seflion^ of 
the Univerfity, it is overtared, that it be recommended 
to Students, previous to their entering a Divinity Hall, 
to ftudy Literature and Phiiofophy at an Univerfity, 

during 
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during a courfe of five c<nBplf9te. Seflioas^ in the* follow* 
ing order, viz. 

4 • / 
Seffion ly?, Htamaoity or Latii), with the Elements of 
Greek, in the &tQi Huraanity and Greek ClaiTes. 

Seflion 24/, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity 
and Greek CI aiies ; with the £lea)ems of Mathematics* 

SelfioTi 3^, Logic, with Greek and Mathematics in 
the higher ClalTes. 

Seflion 4/^,1 Natural a«d Moral Philofophy ; but not 
Seflion 5/^»/hoth in the fame Seflion; together with 

Latin again, or Greek, or Mathematics, in one or more 

of the higher Clafles^ 

But that it fhall be exprefsly enaded, Tiiat no Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity fhall admit any Student into the Di- 
vinity HalJ, until he produce certificates of his having 
lludijed at an Univerfity, during three complete Sei&ons; 
in the following Clailes, viz. Logic, together with Greek 
in the higher Greek Clafs; and Natural and Moral Phi- 
lofQphy; it being, in this cafe, underflood, that fuch 
Student; are well grounded in Latin, and the Elements 
of Greek, previous to their entering the Univerfity. 



yii. 

Commission of tlie General AflFembly 
to certain Minifters and Ruling Elders, 
for difcufling affairs referred to them« 

Edinburgh f May 26tb 1798. Sejl 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do nomi- 
nate, cottimiflion and aj)point, the Reverend Dr 
William Taylor, Minifter of the High Church of 

D Glafgpw, 
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Olafgow, their Moderator : And, — From the Prejbytery 
of Cbanonry^ Mr Robert Smith at Cromarty, Mr David 
Denoon at Killearnany Minifiers ; Mr William Sprott, 
Solicitor at Law in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — ^From the 
Prefbytery of Tain^ Mr Alexander Macadam at Nigg, Mt 
Angus Macintofh at Tain, Minijlers ; Charles Rofs, Efq; 
of Craigs, Ruling Elder : — From the Prefbytery of Ding^ 
wall^ Mr Harry Robertfon at Kiltearn, Mr Charles Cal- 
der at Urquhart, Minivers; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, 
v^riter to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prefbytery 
of Abertarpb^ Mr Patrick Grant at Bolefkin, Mr TTiodaas 
Rofs at K-ilmanivaig, Minijiers s Coll Macdonald. Efo; 
•of Dalnefs, Ruling Elder .-—From the Prejbytery of 17$^, 
Dr JohnMacleod at Harris* Mr Edmund Macqueen at 
Barra, Minijlers j Hedor Macdonald Buchanan, £iq; 
writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder ;— -From the Prefiytery 
of Locbcarron, Mr John Macqueen at Applecrofs, Mr 
Lauchian Mackenzie at htScYic^rvotiy Minijiers i Bbilie 
Daniel Miller, Canongate, Ruling Elder r — From the 
Prejbytery of Dornocb, Mr Walter Rofs at Clyne, Mr 
Alexander Sage at Kildonan, Minijiers j Robert Bruce 
JEneas Macleod of CadboU, Efq; Ruling Elder : — ^Froiii- 
the Prejbytery of Tongue, Mr Alexander Falconer at Ed- 
rachilles, Mr William Mackenzie at Tongue, Minijiers f^ 
Mr William Maclean, merchant, Edinburgh, Ruling El^ 
der : — From the Prejbytery of Caitbnejs^ Mr George Mac- 
kenzie at Olrick, Mr William Smith at Bower, Minijiers ; 
Sir John Sinclair, Baronet, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Kirkwall, Mr James Watfon at South Ro- 
naldfay, Mr Robert Yule at Kirkwall, Minijiers j Alex- 
ander Youngfon, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder .--^ 
From the Burgb of Kirkwall, Malcolm Laing, Efq; Ad- 
vocate :— From the Prejbytery of Cairjlone, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls and Flottay, Mr Andrew Anderfoa 
at Birfay and Harray, Minijiers ; David Reid, E(q> 
Commiflioner of the Cuftoms, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: 
— ^From the Prejbytery of Nortb IJles, Mr John Anderfoa 
at Stronfay, Mr Walter Trail at Lady Parifli in San- 
day, Minijiers s John 'Grieve, Efq; Commiffioner of Ex- 
cife. Ruling Edder : — From the Prejbytery of Zetland^ Mr 
John Inches at Nefting, Mr John Mcnzics at Breflay, 
Minijiers; ProfdTor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling El- 
der ;•— From the Prejbyterjf of Edinburgb, Dr James; Mac- 
knight, Dr John Kemp, Mr William Simpfon, Edinburgh, 
Mr William Paul, Weft Church, Mr Walter Buchanan, Ca- 
nongate, Sir Henry MoncreifF WeIlwDod| Weft Church, 

Minivers j 
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Minijlers^ ; Andrew Waucfaope of Niddry, Efq; Charles 
Kerr, Eiiq; Dean of Guild of the City, William Ctm- 
niagiiam of Bonington, Efq; Ruling Eiders .'—From the 
City of Edinburgby The Right Honourable Thomas EU 
der. Lord Provoft of the City, Mr Joiiah Maxton, 
Convener of the Trades : — ^From the Univerjity of Edin- 
burgh^ Mr James Finlayfon, Profeflbr of Logic : — From: 
xh^ Pre/byUry of LinlitbgoWi Mr William Finlay at Pol- 
mont, Mr Henry Lifton at Ecglefmachen, Mr Wil- 
liam Meek at Torphichen, Mr. Charles Richie at Kirk^ 
lifton, Mini/iers ; David Dundas, Efij; of Duddingfton, 
Mr John Dunlop, Colledor of the Cuftoms, Borrow- 
ilounnefs. Ruling Elders c-^Fvom the Burgb of Linlitb- 
gow^ Robert Blair, Efq; of Avcntoun, Solicitor-Ge- 
. neral for Scotland : — From the Eurgb of ^eensferry^ 
James Hopkirk, Efq; merchant, Glafgow: — From the 
Prejbyttry of Biggar^ Mr Thomas Mitchell at Laming- 
ton, Mr John Frafcr at Libberton, Mr Patrick Mollifon 
alt Walfton, Minjjlers / Mr David Stoddairt, tenant in 
EaftoQ of Dunfire, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Prejbytery 
of Peebles^ Mr John Walker at Traquair, Mr Alexander 
Forrcfter at Linton, Minijiers ; James Montgomery, Efq; 
Advocate, Ruling Elder :. — From the Burgh of Peebler, 
Thomas Cranftoun, Efq; writer to the Signet :— From 
the Prejbytery of Dalkeith ^ Dt Alexander Carlyle at In- 
verefk, Mr Walter Filher at Cranftoun, Mr David Rit- 
chie, Afiiftant Mtnift^r at Pennycuik, Minifiersj The 
Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, Ruling Elder .-r— 
From the Prejbytery of Haddington^ Mr Henry Sangfter 
at Humbie, Mr Alexander Glen at Dirleton, Mr Alex- 
ander Brunton at Bolton, Minijiers j William Law, Efq; 
of Elyingftone, Ruling Elder : — From the Btirgb of Had-^ 
dingtonj Charles Brown of Coalfton, Efq; Advocate : — 
From the Prejbj/tery of Dunbar^ Mr John Harvie.at In* 
nerwick, Mr Robert Moore at Oldhamftocks, Minijiers ; 
The Right Honourable Charles, Earl of Hadinton, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dun/e^ Mr Wil- 
liam Simpfon at Greenlaw, Mr George Cunninghame at 
Dunfe, Minijiers J Matthew Sand ilands, Efq; writer to. 
the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From 'the Prejbytery of Churnr 
Jide^ Dr Walter Anderfon at Ghurnfide, Mr James Lan- 
dells at Coldingham, Minijiers j George Buchan of Kel- 
lo, Efq; Ruling Elder .—From the Prejiy fsfn^of Ktl/o, Mr 
James Richardfon at Makerfton, Mr James Richardfon 
at Morebattle, Minijiers; Sir James Pringle ofStitchill,^ 
Bdronet^ Ruling Elder ;— From the Prejbytery of Jed- 

hurgb^ 
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but^bj Dr Sciranel Charters at WUton, Mr James Ru- 
therford -at ifiTcunam, Mr Thomas Campbell at Ancrum, 
Minifi^rs ; -Mr James Hall at Hyndhope, Ruling Elder :-^ 
From the Prejbytery of Lauder^ Mr Alexander Duncan: at 
Gordon, Mr James Young at Legervirood, Minifiers ; 
Colonel John Pringle of Georgefield, Ruling Elder: — ^ 
From the hurgh o{ Lauder, The Right Honour^^ble James, 
Earl of Laucterdale : — From the Prejbytery of Selkirk^ 
Dr Robert Douglas at Galafhicls, Mr Robert Ruflell at 
Yarrow, Mi/?j/f^rr; Mark Pringle, Efq; of Clifton, Bu^ 
ling Elder : — From the Burgb of Selkirky Mr Alexander* 
Cunningham younger of Hyndhope, Ruling JE/jfcr ;— From 
the Prefbytery x^i Annan ^ Mr Nicholas Sloan at Domock, 
Mr Thomas Gillefpie at Cummertrees, Mimfters ; Jofeph 
Norris, Efq; of Newfield, Ruling Elder .—From the Pref-^ 
byiery bf Langholm, Mr William Little at Wefterkirk, 
Mr Thomas Martin at Langholm, Minijlers ; Mr John 
Peat,, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Uder : — From the 
Prejbytery oi Locbmaben^ Mr James Small at Kirkmichael, 
Dr Andrew Brown at Lochmaben, Mr Gabriel Scott at 
Kirkpatrick Juxta, Minijlerj j William Tait, Efq; Advo- 
cate, Ruling Elder : — From tfae Burgb of Locbmaben^ Mr 
William Johnftone, writer, Edinburgh : — From the Prej- 
bytery of Penponty Mr John Robertfon at Kirkonell,; Mr 
Andrew Yorftoun at Clofeburn, Minivers j John Corfon 
Efq; of Dal what. Ruling Elder z^From the Prejbytery of 
Dumfries^ Dr Bryce Johnfton at Holywood, Mr John 
Maccubbin at Kirkpatrick Irongray, Mr John Wight- 
matt at Kirkaiahoe, Minijiers ; Thomas Crichton young- 
er of Achinflccoch, Efqj Advocate, Ruling Elder ;-r-From 
the Burgb of Damjries^ Hugh Corrie, Efq; writer to the 
* Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Kircudbright^ Mr Jdhti 
Johnfton at-Crofsmichael, Mr George Maxwell at Buttle, 
Mr Alexander Robb at Tongland, Minijiers s James. 
Gordon younger of Culvenan, Efq; Advocate, Ruling EU . 
der .--^From the Burgb of New Galloway ^ Mr Robert He- 
ren. Preacher of the Gofpel : — From the Burgb oiWig^ 
ton^ John JefFray of Allerbeck, Efq; i-^Burgb of Wbit-^ 
born, John Bufliby, Efqj SherifF-clcrk of Dumfries :—•» 
From the Prejbytery of Stranraer, Mr John Mackenzie 
at Portpatrick, Dr Anthony Stewart at Newluce, Mini-- 
Jidrs*^ Thomas Adair of Genoch, Efq; /te///^ £/rf^ / — 
From the Bu^ of Stranraer, Thomas Smith, Efq; 6ne 
the Principal Clerks to the Bills : — From the Prejbytery 
of Ayr, Dr William Macquhae at St Quivox, Mr John 
Shepherd at Muirkirk, Mr William Thomfon atOchti-j 

tree 



GENERAL JSSlMBLr) 1 798. 17 

tree, Dr William Ritchre at Tarboltoti, Mr Robert Dun- 
can at f)undonald, Minijlers ; Thomas Kennedy, Efq; 
of Denure, James Fergufibn, Efq; of Bank, Advocate, 
Ruling Elders ;— rFrom the Burgb of Jyr^ George Ferguf- 
Jon, Efq; Advocate : — From the Prefiytery of Irvine', Mr 
Henry Graham at Camhray, Mr John Duncan at Ar^ 
droflan, Minijers ; David boyle, Efq; Advocate, Ruling 
Elder /—From the Prejbytery of PaiJIey^ Mr John Findlay 
at Paifley, Mr John Brov^n at Kilmalcolm, Mr Thomas 
Browa at Innerkip, Mr Robert Steel 'at Greenock, Mini- 
Jlersy Mr William Stow, on<^ of the Magiftrates of Pai^- 
fley, Archibald Campbell Efq; younger of Clathick, Ru- 
ling Elders : — From the Bi^rgh of Renfrew, John Connell, 
Efq; Advocate : — From the Prejbytery of Hamilton, Mr 
Michael Macculloch at Bothwell, Mr John Bower at Old 
Monkland, Mr JohnTbomfon at Cambufnethan, Minijers; 
Profeflbr George Jardine, Glafgow, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Lanark, Dr James Scott at Carluke, Mr 
William Menzies at Lanark, Minijltrs ; John Fullarton, 
J)fq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery oi 
GlaJgoWy Mr Alexander R-atiki.n at Glafgow, Mr James 
Lapflie at Campfie, Mr Stevenfon Macglll at Glafgow, 
Minivers; Sir Jolin Stirling of Glorat, Baronet, Mr John 
Tenaent, merchant in .dafgow. Ruling Elders : — From 
the City of Glafgow, Archibald Newbigging, Efq; prefent 
Trades Bailie of Glafgow :-»-From the Univerfity of 
Glafgow, Profeflbr William Richardfon, Glafgow : — 
From the Burgb of Rutberglen, James Davidfon, Efq; 
writer to the Signet :-^From the Pre/bytery of Dumbarton^ 
Mr George Sym at New Kilpatrick, Mr Andrew White 
at Kilmampck, Mr Duncan Macfarlane at Drumen, Mi- 
niflers ; The Riglit Honourable the Lord Prefident, Ru^ 
liifg Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Dunoon, Mr Archi- 
bald Maclea at Rothfay, Mr Alexander Macfarlane at 
Kilfinan, Minijiers ; John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; Ru- 
ling Elder \ — From the Burgb of Rotbjay, William Mac- 
leod Bannatyne, Efq; of Karnes i-T-From the Prejbytery 
of Kintyre, Dr George Robert fon at Campbelton, Mr 
Donald Macnicol at Jura, Mr James Macintofh at Kil- 
larow, Minivers j Robert Davidfon, Efq; Advocate, Ru- 
ling Elder: — From the Burgb of Campbelton, William 
, Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; : — From the Prejbytery of In- 
verary, Mr Archibald Campbell at North Knapdale, Mr 
Dugald Campbell at Kilmichael Glaffry, Minijiers j Da- 
vid Campbell, Efq; of Comby, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Prejbytery of Lorn^ Mr Johrv Macfarlane at Kilbrandon, 

E Mr 
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Mr Alexander Macintyre at Kilchrenan, Minlftiri ; John 
Campbell of Lochend, Efq; Ruling Hcier:— From the 
PrepyUry of Mull^ Mr Alexander Campbell at Ardna- 
murchfin, Mr Diigald Campbell at Rofs, Minijlers ; Ra- 
nald Macdonald, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From 
xht Prejbytery of Dunkeld^ Mr William Macritchie at 
Clunie, Mr James Patrick Bannerman at Cargill, Mr 
Alexander Nlven at Dmikeld, Mr Hugh Macdougall at 
Kiiliii, Minijlers j John Hagart, Efq; Advocate, Mr 
John Macritchie writer, Edinburgh, Ruling Elders:-^ 
i<>om the Prejbytery of Perth, Mr William Lang at Arn- 
goflr, Mr John Inglis at Tibbermuir, Mr Antony Dow 
at Kilfpindijc, Mr David MoncriefF at Redgorton, Mini- 
jlers \ Mr Alexander Beatfon, writer to the Signet, Bai- 
lie James Dickfpn, bookfeller, Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : 
— From the Prejbytery of Stirling^ Mr James Frame at 
Alloa, Mr John Duncan at Alva, Minijlers; Burnet Bruce, 
Efcj; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Pre/bytery of 
Aiicbterarder.Mv. Kohert Stirling at Crieff, Mr James 
RamHiy at Maderty, Mr James Brugh at Trinity Gaflc, 
Minijlers; Patrick Murray, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: 
— From the Prejbytery of Dunblane, Dv James Robertfon 
at Callander, Mr Duncan Stewart at Balquhidder, Mini-- 
Jlers; William Campbell, Efq; wijter, Edinburgh, Ruling 
Elder :—Yxom the Prejbytery of Dunfermline^ Mr Alexan- 
der Thomfon at Carnock, Mr Patrick Spence at Orwell, 
Mr John Fairnie at Dunfermline, Minijlers ; Sir Charles^ 
Prefton of Valleyfield, Ruling Elder :— From the Prejby^ 
tery of Kirkcaldy^ Mr Thomas Fleming at Kirkcaldy, Mr 
James Wemyfs ac Bruntifland, Mr Francis Nicol at 
Auchtertool, Minijlers ; Alexander Park, Efq; Ruling El^ 
der.: — From the Burgb of Bruntijland, Mr Alexander Pit- 
cairn, Infurance Broker in Edinburgh: — From the Pr^^^ 
bytery of Cupar, Dr George Campbell at Cupar, Mr David 
Wilicie at Cults, Mr James Lifter at Auchtermuchty, 
Mr Andrew Thomfon at Balmerino, Minijlers '^ George 
Greenlaw of Hilton, Efq; Mr Thomas Ireland at Chance 
Inn, Ruling Elders : — From the Prejbytery of St An^ 
drews, Dr John Adamfon and Dr George Hill at St An- 
drews, Mr James Macdonald at Keniiback, Mr Robert* 
Wilfon at Eaft^er Anftruther, Minijlers; Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Alexander Monypenny of Pitmilly, Dr John Ro- 
theram, Profeflbr of Natural Philofophy in the Univer- 
fity of St Andrews, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgb of 
St Andrews, Jofeph Maccormick, Efq; Advocate : — From 
the Univerftty of St Andrews, Dr Jofeph Maccormick,,. 

Principal 
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Principal of the United College : — From the Bur^b of 
Cmil, Mr Thomas. Weir, writer in Edinburgh: — Froni 
the Frejbytery of Meigle, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, 
Mr James Playfair at Bendochy, Mr James Will at 
Ruthven, Mi^Z/^rj ; Sir William Ramdiy, Baronet, Ru- 
iing Elder :— From the Frejbytery of Forfar^ Mr Thomus 
- Wright at Rofcobie, Mr John Webfter at Inverarity, 
Minfflers ; Mr John MohcreifF,^ Apothecary, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Forfar^ Robert Graham, 
Efqj of Fintry : — From the Frejbytery o£ 'Dundee^ Mr 
Alexander Imlach at Murroes, Mr John Anderfon at 
.Dundee, Mr Charles Cunningham at Lundie and Fou- 
lis, Minijlers'p George Paterfon, Efq; of Caftlehuntly, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Dundee ^ James L'Amy , 
Efq; Advocate, younger of Dunkenny : — Fr(;m the Fref- 
hytery of Aberbrothock^ Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, 
Mr George Gleig at Aberbrothock, Minijlers ; Mr Tho- 
, mas Milne merchant, Canongate, /?2^///?^ Elder :—*From 
the Frejbytery of Brechin, Mr John Pirie at Lochlee, Mr 
Andrew Button at Edzel, Mr Andrew FergufTon at Ma- 
xjx.ori J Minijlers \ Sir James Stirling Bar ontt^ Ruling El- 
der: — From the Burgh of Brechin^ Adam Gillies, Efq; 
Advocate : — From the P/eJbytery ofFordoun, Mr James 
Walker at Dunnotter, Mr Robert Croll at Bervie, Mr 
George Cook at Laurencekirk, Minijlers ; John Burnett^ 
Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :— From the JPreJbytery of 
Aberdeen^ Dr David Cruden at Nigg, Mr Skene Ogilvy 
atOld Machar, Mr George Morrifon at Banchory De- 
venick, Dr James Frafer at Dalmaik, Minijlers-, William 
Robertfon, Efq; Advocate, Procurator for the Church, 
John Gordon," Efq; of Craig, Ruling Elders : — From the 
Frejbytery of Kincardine O'Ni?^/, Mr Robert Farquharfon 
at Coldftone, Mr Charles Machardy at Crathie, Mr 
Jofeph Smith at Birfe, Mi/2j/?^rj ; William Macdonald, 
Efq; of Renetton, Ruling Elder : — From the Frejbytery of 
Alfordj Mr John Harper at Kildrummy, Mr Benjamin 
. Mercer at ForBes and Kearn, Mr Andrew Marfliall at 
Tullynefsle, Minijers; James Gordon younger of Craig, 
Efq; Ruling Elder: — From ib^^ Frejbytery of Ellon^ Mr 
Pirie at Slains, Mr Cock at Cruden, Minijlers ^ Dr Hugh 
i Macleod, ProfefTor of Church Hiftory in the Univerfity 

[ ofGlafgow, Ru/ing Elder: — From the Prg^j'^^r/ of G^- 

I rioch^ Mr George Skene Keith at Keith-hall, Mr George 

, Daun at Inch, Mr William Smith at Bourty, Minivers; 

' William Gordon, Efq; of Rothny, writer to the Signet, 

J Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery of Deer, Mr Hugh 
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and Prefbyteries, upon application to them for that 
end : Likewire^ to take care that the impreiOons of the 
Holy Scriptures^ the ConfcJJion of Faitb^ and Catechifms^ 
and fuch books as are authorized by this Church, rela- 
ting to the dodrine, worfhip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be corrcdl j and give diredions about printing 
the fymt. And the Commiflioners are appointed knd em- 
powered to keep a correfpondence with the Committee 
for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for fup- 
preffing Popery and fuperftition, and for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a refor- 
mation in thefe parts, and give aflifiance and concur- 
rence therein j and, if need be, to apply to the Gov.ern- 
.ment for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiflioners are hereby flridly prohibited and 
difcharged to meddle In any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them, as above mention- 
ed : And, in all their adings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conftitution of this Churchy and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of 
the famej declaring, dthat, in and for all their adings, 
they^ fhall be accountable to, and cenfurable by the 
next General Aflembly, as they fliall fee caufe. And 
the General Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflioners 
particulaiJly to obferve the ads of the General Aflem- 
blies One thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and One 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, refpeding the ap- 
plication of the public money j which two ads are print- 
ed among the ads of Aflembly One thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fixty-one. And this Commlflion is to conti- 
nue and endure until another Commifli6n be appointed; 
and members are required to attend the diets of the 
faid Commiflion j and abfents therefrom are ordered to 
be noticed, according to the 17th ad of the General 
Aflembly held in the year One thoufand feven hundred 
and fix. And for the better fecuring of a quorum, and 
attendance of members on the Commiflion, the General 
Afliembly prohibits the Prefl^ytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Preft)ytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 
on any of the days or. weeks appointed for the meeting 
of this Commiflion ; and fuch of the members of thefe 
Prefl)yt€ries as are on the Commiflion, are required, all 
of them, to give attendance on the diets thereof; and 
the Prefbyteries at a greater diftance, who have four or 
more members on the Commiflion, are to take care, 
that at leaft two of them attend each diet of the fame : 

And 
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firft d^y after the diflblution of this Aflembly, at ten 
of the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the fe- 
cond Wednefday of Auguft, third Wednefday of No- 
vember, and the firft Wednefday of March next to come, 
and oftner, when and where they fhall think fit and 
convenient, with power to the faid Commiflioners to * 
choofe their own Moderator : And likewife, the General 
Aflembly fully empowers their faid Commiflioners, or 
their quorum above mentioned, to cognofce and finally 
determine, as they fhall fee caufe, in every matter re- 
ferred, or that fhall be referred to them, by an ad or 
order of this AHembly ; and to do every thing contain- 
ed in, and conform to the inftrudions given, or to be 
given by this Aflembly J and to advert to the intereft 
of the Church on every occafion, that the Church, and 
prefent eftablifhment thereof, do not fuffer or fuftain 
any prejudice which, thfey can prevent^ as they will be 
anfwerable : Provided always, that this general claufe 
be not extended to particular affairs .or procefles before 
Synods or Prelbyteries, that are not of univerfal con- 
cern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it 
is hereby appointed, that no private procefles be deter- 
mined, except at the four ftated diets ; and what fhall 
be determined at one diet of the Commiffion, with re- 
lation to private^aufes, fhall be unalterable by any 
other diet thereof, and fhall ftand and continue in force *f^5 

till difapproved of by the General Aflembly. And the 
Aflembly renews the inftrudions given by the General 
Aflembly in the year One thoufand feven hundred and 
feventeen to their Commiffion, and appoints the fame 
to fland in full force as inftrudions to the Commiflion- 
ers before named, and to be obferved by them in all 
points, as if the fame were fpecially here inferted ; and 
that they inquire into the publifhing and fpreading of 
bboks and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting 
of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiftent with our 
ConfeJ/ion of Faith ; and that the recommenders of fuch 
books and pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, 
whether by word, writ, or print, be called before the 
faid Commiffion, to anfwer for the fame. And further, 
the faid Commiffion is hereby empowered to receive 
any references and appeals that fhall be made to them 
from Synods, in matters of dodrine, . and ripen fuch af- 
fairs for the next General AfTembly j and to contribute 
what they can to the fuppreffing of vice and immorali- 
ty, and give all needful advice and affiftance to Synods 

F and ' 
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Mackintofli, Mr Charles Calder, Mr Patrick Grant, Dr 
John Macleod^ Mr John Macqueen, Mr Alexander Sage, 
Mr William Mackenzie, Mr Charles Richie, Mr John 
Frafer, Mr Alexander Forrefter, Dr Alexander Carlyle, 
Mr Alexander Brunton, Mr John Harvie, Mr George 
Cunningham, Dr Walter Anderfon, Mr James Richard- 
fon, Dr Samuel Charters, Mr Alexander Duncan, Dr 
Robert Douglas, Mr Thomas Gillefpie, Mr Thomas 
Martin, Dr Andrew Brown, Mr Andrew Yorfton, Dr 
Bryce Johnfton, Mr John Johnfton, Mr John Macken- 
zie, Dr William Macquhae, Mr Henry Graham, Mr 
John Finlay, Mr Michael Macculloch, Dr James Scott, 
Mr Alexander Rankin, Mr George Sym, Mr Archibald 
Maclea, Dr George Robertfon, Mr Archibald Camj>bell, 
Mr John Macfarlane, Mr Alexander Campbell, Mr Wil- 
liam Macritchie,'Mr John Inglis, Mr James Frame, Mr 
Robert Stirling, Dr James Robertfon, Mr Patrick Spence, 
Mr Thomas Fleming, Dr George Campbell, Dr John 
Adamfon, Dr George Hill, Dr Jofeph Maccormick, Dr 
James Playfair, Mr Thomas Wright, Mr John Ander- 
lon, Mr William Milligan, Mr John Pirie, Mr James 
Walker, Mr George Cook^ Mr Jofeph Smith, Mr Andrew 
Marfhall, Mr William Smith, Mr Hugh Taylor, Mr 
John Falconer, Mr Alexander Milne, Mr James Gor- 
don, Mr Francis Grant, Mr John Grant, Mr William 
Gordon, Mr John Hoyes, Mr Pryfe Campbell, Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer, Minijlers ; Mr William Sprott, Charles 
Rofs, Efq; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, Mr Coll Macdonald, 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Mr William Maclean, Commiflion- 
er Reid, Commiflioner Grieve, Profeflbr Dalzel, Charles 
Kerr, Efq; The Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener 
Maxton, Mr Solicitor-General, James Montgomery, Efq; 
Thomas Cranftoun, Efq; T6e Right Honourable Lord 
Advocate, The Right Honourable Earl of Hadinton, 
Mr Matthew Sandilands, Mr Alexander Cunningham, Mr 
Jofeph Norris, Mr John Peat, William Tait, Efqj Mr 
William Johnfton, Mr Hugh Corrie, Mr Thomas Smith, 
James Ferguflbn, Efq; George Ferguflbn, Efq; David 
Boyle, Efq; Archibald Campbell, Efq; John Connel, 
Efq; Profeflbr George Jardine, John FuUarton, Efq; Mr 
James Davidfon, The Right Honourable Lord Prefident, 
John Lamont, Efq; William Macleod-Bannatyne, Efq; 
Robert Davidfon, Efq; William Campbell of Fairfield, 
Efq; David Campbell, Efq; Ranald Ma,cdonald, Efq; 
John Hagart, Efq; Mr John Macritchie, Mr Alexander 
Beatfon, Bailie James Dickfon, Burnet Bruce, Efq; Pa- 
trick 
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trick Murray, Efq; Mr William Campbell, writer, Mr 
Alexander Pitcairn, George Greenlaw, Efq; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Monypenny, Di: John Rotheram, Jofeph Mac- 
cormick, Efq; Mr Thomas Weir, Sir William Ram- 
iay, Mr John MoncrieffJ Robert Graham,* Efq; Jameg 
L'Amy Efq; Mr Thomas Miln, Sir James Stirling, 
Adam Gillies, Efq; John Burnett, Efq; The Procu- ; 
rator, Mr William Macdonald, James Gordon, young** ^ 
er of Craig, Efq; Dr Hugh IMtacleod, Mr Archibald^ 
Miln, Mr George Andrew, Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Wil- 
liam Blair, Mr George Cumin, Mr James Grant, Mr 
Alexander Graiit, Simon Frafer, Efq; Alexander Baillie, 
Efij; Ruling ElAsrs; to cue a Committee of this AHem- 
bljf, for the reformation of the Highlands and Iflands 
of Scotland, for fa-omoting the knowledge of true reli- 
gion, fuppreffing iKopery and iprofanenefs, and for ma- 
naging the Rc^yal Bounty for thefe ends, according to, 
2iX^ ia therms of \m Majefly's grant to this Aflemibly, 
In profecntion ^ which purpofes, the Committee are to 
appoint Prieaohers arnd iCateobiAs, to go to iiich places 
as jbbeiy ihaill find, upon .due information, to be the nraft 
prppoo acooicdkoig to ins Majefiy's defign, ei^prefled in 
Has lifMCant; ajod, in fo doing, that they have particular 
jpegiurd>to fttcb pariihes in South Uifl, Small liles, Gkn^ 
CO, Hariris, idiic cciiintries of Moidart, Glengary, and ^ 
XiOohaher, and the»otlher parifhes of the Synods of Glen* 
^g and Argyle, which the rCommittee fliall find, by rea- 
son of Jthje^y aft extent, hy the prevalency of Popery and 
ignorance,' and other unhappy. circumftances, to be in 
the greateft diftj?efs:: And they fhali take care, that the 
^Iporfons they <employ be certified and found, upon due 
toial, to he properly qualified for thefe refpetSive offi- 
ces, jof good ahitities :for the fame, of a pioiis life and 
Tconverftttion ; jprudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ma- 
jefty, and of competent fkill in the principles of EHvi- 
aaity, and particularly in Poplih controverfies : Such 
Preachisrs and Catechifts being hereby appointed to be 
Xabjed to, and (under the infpedion of the Prelbyterie« 
of the bounds to which they are fent, who are to take 
care^that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved 
by them. And the Preacheraare alfo appointed to ca- 
techife, and both they and the Catechifts to inftrud the 
people from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the fick; and 
in all their labour among the people, to be careful *to 
teach them the principles a*vd duties of the true Chri- 
iUan Proteflant religion, :and the obligations they are 

G under 
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tinder to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George^ 
and obedience to the laws : And the Committee are 
empowered to give them fiich inftrudtions, as to their 
work and behavidur, as they (hall judge meet ; which 
inftrudions the Preachers and Catechifts are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Aflembly do further 
appoint the faid Committee to have a particular regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the Committee of the Aflembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the 30th of September 1730, approved by- 
frequent Afl45m*blies j and to take care that Prefby teries, 
and others concerned, oblervethe (amd, which they are 
hereby ordered to do : Particularly, the Aflfembly or- 
dains the feveral Prefbyteries to in£ert, in their ra- 
fters, the Committee's appointments of the defignations, 
falaries, and (lations, of the feveral MifGonaries, and to 
have au ex»£i: regard thereto, in all the letters they Ihall 
write about the ^id MiiDonaries, and in giving of cer* 
tificates to them; and to dired all their letters, con- 
cerning MiiOonaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 
rator of the Committee j which letters ftiall be figned, 
at the appointment of the Prefbytery, by the Moderator 
or Clerk thereof: And the Aflembly does difchargc any 
payment to be made of the falaries of the Mifiionaries, 
except upon receipts from the Miflionaries themfelves, 
and upon certificates from the Prefljyteries, bearing, 
that they have ferved for the ^ime mentioned in the re- 
ceipts J and that every Catechift, who receives a falary 
from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 
ihioners, or gentlemen of the diftrixJi, (hall pay a certain 
fum in aid of fuch falary, ftiall infert, in the body of hJs 
receipt to the Cafliier^ a declaration, that he has receiy 
ved the ^^rticular fum fpccified ; and that the attefta- 
-t ion of the Prefbytery ftiall, in like manner, bear, that 
the Catechift has received the ftipulated fum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment; it 
being underftood by this rcfolution, that the feveral fta- 
tions, with regard to which fuch conditions were origi- 
nally made by the Committee, when no fuch declara- 
;tion of the Catechift, or aiteftation of the Preftbytery, 
as is now propofed, is received by the Caftiier, ftiall be 
afterwards fuppreflfed by the Committee, though the Cate- 
-chift ftiall, notwithftanding, receive the falary for the 
time he is certified to have performed his duty : That a 
journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the 
miflion committed to him, be written on the back of 

the 
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.the Prelbytery^s certificate, and figned by him, las the 
ground on ^hich tlje Prclbytery have granted him iaiil 
certificate. The General Aflembly do alfo empower 
the faid Committee to apply, for the purpofes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laft yearns Royal 
Bounty not dlfpofed of^ by reafon of any of the Mifijon- 
aries not fulfilling the appointnients laid upon them; 
and that they are to keep a regifter of their proceed- 
ings, and likewife diftind books of accounts, how the 
forefaid money is beftowcd, which ihall be patent to 
any concerned, who pleafe to infped the fame. Of the 
perfons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
•five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are Co 
•be Miniflers. ^ But it is hereby appointed. That at the 
quarterly meeting, of the Committee, in which the 
fcheme or efiablifhment of Miflionaries for the enfuing 
year is to be approved and determined, not lefs than 
fourteen flia 11 be the quorum,, whereof nine (hall be Mi- 
niflers : and the faid Committee are appointed to have 
their firft general meeting at Edinburgh, the firft law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firft of the ftated 
-diets of the Commifiion of the General Aflembly; their 
»fecond meeting (which is for fixing the annual fcheme) 
aipon the fecond Thurfday of July, withpower to thofe 
Members who fhall then be prefent, to adjourn y and 
their other two general meetings the firft lawful days 
4ifter the ftated meetings of the Commiflion of the Ge- 
neral Afl[embly, in November and March, within the 
Aflembly ayle, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, . ex- 
cept that day fhall fall to be Saturday, and then the 
meeting ftiall be upon Monday next thereafter, at the 
faid hour; with power to the faid Committee- to ad- 
journ themfelves to fuch times and places as they (hall 
find moft needful and convenient : And they are to keep 
a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the General 
Aflembly, and the Society for Propagating Chriftian 
Knowledge, and their Committee of Diredors, and to 
take their advice and afliftance ; and alfo to correfpond 
with the Synods and Prefbyteries concerned. They . 
are likewife inftruded and empowered, as they ihall fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Magillrate, 
for afliftance and fupport in carrying on the defign of 
the Commiflion now given to them. And the General 
Aflembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
faid Royal Bounty, to pay out the fame, as be fliall be 

direded 
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dire4%ed and ordered hy the forcfaid Commktee, &Qd 
ac<:or^itig to their rules. And the faid Comoiit)tee .are 
appointed to eicaniTtie the accotmts of the diArikbiitkm 
of tlie Royal Bounty^ and lay the (ame before the Lords 
Commiflion^Brs of His Majefty's Treafury^ or tfacBarcms 
of His Majeffty's Court of Excheqacr, and to report 
their diligence to the General Ailembly, to wbom they 
are to be accountable% And it is agreed. That no per- 
fon once employed and tnfert in the icheme^ ihall he 
ftruck out thereof for that year, but by tJae c[UQrua!i x£ 
at leaft fourteen, hereof niae to be MiniAers ; aind in 
cafe any complaint ihail be made a:gainft afly of them 
on the icheme, it fliall not be determiiKd iibe firft ordU 
nary meeting that the fame is ofTeved^ but k, &all.lfe on 
the table tilianother meeting ; amjl^ in the ibean tixBe,. 
the peribn ^^ompialned of^ and the Pre^tery of thi^ 
bounds xvhereln he officiates, ihall iie ac^fuaiiited 4)f.iUciir 
•complaint, awl tiaofe concerned be xeqmtred to £mA tf> 
the faid Gommitfiee a jisft accoiuit of the ma«ter againft 
the nesit meetb^« And it ts inrtJier iqipointed^ Thait 
after the yearly fcheme of MifliiniaGies on the BLoyftl 
Soonty is 'fettled in manner above dixeded^ and notJrce 
JthereoiiF give© by letters to the Pre£byteries concerned^ 
fuch Fre(byteries fha?!! fend up to the faid Coonnitcee 
^heir anfvrer to tbeie leuers, at fardieil, with ih^ 
^CommidrOTiers to the General Aflembly^ if the fame he 
not done fooner ; and that the Committee^ aft their £rft 
roeetiwg after the General Aflembly, fhall endeavour to 
•complete the next year's fcheme themfelTes j and if 
they cannot complete it, they ihall name a fab-commit- 
tee of their number for that purpofe, who are to lay 
their draught thereof before a fubfequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as fooo after the rifing i£ 
the Aflembly as poffible : And empowered the Cetsimit- 
tee, at their firft meeting, to rejed any petition for a 
new ftation, in cafe they (hall find fufiicient obt|e<3ions 
againfl itj and that the faid Committee, in makieg up 
the fcheme of MifEonaries, &c. do not exceed the fum 
in the grant. 
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IX. 

Edinburgh, May 28. 1798. Se/f. utt. 

UPON tbe Rtpof^t of tbtCmmittfcfor vlaffmg returns to Over- 
tures^ — The Affmbly unanimoujly agreed to retranjmit the 
Overture refpeSing the Licenftng of Probationers ; alfo the 
Overture refpeBing the Attendance of Students on the Di- 
vinity Hall J and particularly^ enfoin fucb Prefhyteries as 
have fent no returns^ to fend up their Opinions to next Af^ 
fembly s and that Prefhyteries fhall appoint a day for the 
confideration of tbefe two Overtures at their firjl Meeting 
isfter receiving the printed ASls of AJfembly s and that they 
Jball alfo take into their confideration on the fame day^ tbd 
Overture refpeSling the Courfe of Univerfity Education^ to 
be obferved by Students previous to their entering the Divi- 
nity Hall^ tranfmitted by this Affembly. 

New Overture refpefting the Licenftng 
of Probationers* 



Edinburgh^ May 25. 1792. Seff. 8. 

THE General Aflembly having taken under their fe- 
rious confideration, the great danger to which the 
interefts of Religion and of this Church may be ex- 
pofed, by licenfingany to, preach the Gofpel who are 
not duly qualified for that important tnift, do hereby 
enaft and ordain, That in all time coming the follow- 
ing regulations (hall be ftridHy obferved : 

I. It is hereby enaded, That no Student {hall be en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he fhall produce to the faid ProfeflTor a certificate from* 
the Minifter of the parilh in which h« has his ufual re- 
fidence; or in hi abfence, or during a vacancy in faid 
pariffi, from fomesneighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 

H his 
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Jiis charader is fuitable to his views ; together with a 
diploma of Mafter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral Profeflbrs of Philofophy, under whom he hath 
lludied, from which it may be clearly afcertained that, 
in fome UniverOty or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome w inter- feilions of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are 
;produced. 

II. The General Aflemhly do likewife hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been tnrolied by rrofcflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcrihed by this a£t, (hall 
continue to profecute theiludy of Divinity for th% term 
of fix SeflioM: Provided always. That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall du- 
ring three SeiCions, his Courfe (hall be con(idered as 
completed in four Seflions ; and that if be bath given 
regular attendance in the Hall during two Seflions, his 
Courfe (ball be confidered as completed in five Seifions. 
And the Aflemhly do further ordain. That in each of 
thefe cafes, Students (hall be inrolied by the ProfeiTors 
during the feveral Se(fions of nheir refpedive CourPes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in £ngli(h, an 
Exercide aqd Addition^ a LeAure on fome large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with fuch 
other exercifes as the Profeflbrs (hall think proper to 
prefer ibe. And the Aflemhly further enad and declare, 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflbr for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the preliminary fteps may be taken by the Prelby- 
tery during the currency of the laft Seflion of his Courfe, 
as above defcrib^d; with this limitation, that if the faid 
lafl Seflion is to be claimed as a Seflion of regular at- 
tendance, he (hall, toward the conclufion thereof, ob- 
tain a new certificate of his attendance "during its cur- 
rency, and produce the fame to the PTe(bytery or Sy- 
nod. 

JH. Profeflbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumftances may permit, to the condudl of 
fuch Students as are /under their care, and, as far as they 
find it pradicable, to infift that every Student (hall de- 
liver his firft Difcourfe fome time during his fecond Sef- 
lion; at the latefl, and the remainder of his Difcourfes 

at 
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at fuch periods as may enaWe him to deliver the whole 
t)f thcTO before the end of January of the laft Seffion of 
bis Comrfe. 

IV. When a Student is propofed to any Pfefbytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials^ the Preibytery fliall be 
alone^ and the motion for that purpofe ihalllte upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
time, the Prefbytery (hall appoint the Member by whom 
the Student has been propofed, to lay before the faid 
meeting the certificate or certi&cates in favour of the 
Student, that are fpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth legion of this ad; to defirc him to attend the 
fame; and to inform him, that, previouily to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far jis circumilances may permit, to 
wait on fuch Minifters of the Preibytery as have not 
formerly hzd an opportunity of ponverfing with him in 
private. 

V. Wbett the timfe appointed for confidering the mo- 
tion is arrived, the Pre&ytery ihall ilridliy obferve the 
following regulations. 

i^. The Preibytery ffiall be alone, while they are 
employed in difcufiing the feveral preliminaries refped- 
ing Students who are propofed for trials. 

2i/, They ihall require fatisfyingevidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpofe has completed 
the twenty-firil year of his age. 

3^, No Student ihall be admitted to trials, unlefs he 
produces to the Preftytery a certificate or certificates 
from the Profeflbr or Profeilbrs of Divinity, under 
whofe tuition he hath ftudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
fecuted his fiudies, and delivered his Difcourfes, in the 
manner prefcribed by this ad ; and that his condud, as 
far as confifts with the knowledge of the faid Profeilbr, 
or Profeflbrs, has been in every refpedt fuitable to bis 
"views in life. And the General -Aflembly do likewife 
hereby enad, That the Prefbytery fliall record at full 
length the faid certificate, or certificates, in their mi- 
nutes : And it is hereby enaded and declared, That tlie 
Student having lodged fuch certificate or certificates, 
ihall be entitled to obtain extrads of the fame, if de« 
inanded. 

4/A, No Prefbytery fhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is df good report; 
found in his principles; pious, fober, grave, and prudent, 

in 
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in Ills behaviour; of a peaceable difpoiition-; and .well 
affe6led to the happy eftabliflimcnt in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu- 
liar importance, they ihall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during: the 
year preceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, 

.or he fball produce fufBcient teftimoniais from thePref- 
bytery, in whofe bounds his refidence has chiefly been 
during that term, bearing, that his charader is fuch as 
is defcribed in the immediately preceding fentence.of 
this paragraph, and recommending him, in thefe rer 
fpeds, to the Prefbytery before whom the propofal is 
made, as a proper perfon to be entered upon trials. 

5/A, The Prefbytery ihall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in tbofe 
feveral branches of knowledge which are neceflary to 
enable him to be an ufeful Preacher of the Gofpel, And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Prefbytery, in 
order to procure full information in this refpc^i, fhall 
examine the Student flriftly, and privately, on his know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philo- 
fophy and Theology. 

6/A, If after thefe preliminary fleps ha^c been taken, 

'the Prefbytery fliall be of opinion that the Student is 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fhall re* 
cord this opinion in their minute, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Prcfbyterics within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leaft before the meeting of the fame, informing them 
of the Prefbytery's intention to take the Student upon 
Public Triials, and bearing, that the certificate, or cer- 
tificates \n his favour, which are required by this ad, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided. That within the bounds of fuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be entitled to 
have thefe circular letters written half a-year fooner. 
than would be otherwife competent. 

VI. The <Teneral AflTetnbty do likewife hereby enad: 
and declare. That, at the requefl: of the Student, it fhall 
be competent to any Prefbytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certify- 
ing to the Prdlbytery to which the transference is to 
be mad^ that the various preliminary fleps have been 

taken 
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taken according to the diredidns of this ad ; and that 
fuch parts of the public and private trials as have been 
already gone through, have been rieceived with appro- 
bation. 

VII. If a Sttrdetit hare ftudicd, either in whole or in - 
part, in Proiteftant Univerfities which are not within the 
bounds of this Chufcb, h^ fhdll, when he is propofed to 
any Preibytery for trials, be requited to produce fatis- 
fying teftlmonials from the PrbfeJibrs of Divinity in 
faid Univerfitiei j ^nd the time which thefe Profedbrs 
Ihall certify to have been employed by him in ftudying 
XHvimt^'dnd^f thVtr tuition, fiiall be computed in the 
Came iqantMir as If he had profikiuted his ftudies in any 
of the Univerfities within thiei bounds of this Church. 
But it is hereby provided, That no Student^ in fuch Cir- 
cnmftances, (hall ht adtiaitted evein to thofe private trials 
liirhich are appointed to b^ tak^n bbfor^ the writing of the 
circuki* letter^} foonbr than Gt kalendar months after 
his arrival in Septland. 

VIII. The General Aflembly ordain, That, if a Pref- 
byttry; proptofe t^ take a Student upon piublic trials, 
ani h&rir«,>w<ith that ticwi wtfkten the cirCi^ar. letters^ 
as is herein required, public intimation thereof ihall bt 
Bade At £&kto64lk bfthe next- meeting of the Provihcial . 
Syaod^whith :fl|aU not be the laft di^ thereof: And the 
Pi«ibytety cletk.lsf Jiereby requili^d to tranfmit to th^ 
Synod.cli&i-k'an'^jftrjl^of the certificate 6r certificates 
laid ibifik* ;thfif t^fetbytery in favour of the Student, in 
order iha.t!th6 fatbd inay be ptb^tieed it this diet of the 
Synod;! '.And; it-lfc likcwlfe Hefieby otdained,''That at 
fomc fnbiequ^tft'dictHdi' thef .Siynod, particulftr inquiry 
ihall be midet whethcY 'Auy df the IVrembefs of tiie Court 
has ai^ bbj«dion %o oSbt'^gainll the Stud^t being; en- 
tered upon Public Trials : And that the 'Sytibd then, ta- 
king inllb -confid^tutiori Ihe ettl-a^ produce j^ and the 
whole of. the caft) flialljiid^^ of ibc ^pedidney of aU 
lokihk the PreJbyKl^ry to adiiiitt&ii '"Student ^fe trials : 
Or, if in any cafe the Prefbytery clerk fliall fail totranft 
mit the extradts of the certificates above mentioned, 
the Student ihay pVodac^ to the S^od, by knBreIf,>or 
by any Member of tW^€ctott,' the^ ^ruB d^the iaiiie, 
-which biy thik ad^'he is totitlM^o ttbtain. < ' . 

IX. If: theSyaod Mil allb^ the'Sttidehf^to be taken 
apdn'Public Trials, the Prefbytery Ihall proceed therein 

t with 



^ith all convenient fpeed ; and the Aflembly appoint <hc 
following trials tp be taken of the Student,, and in the 
order herein mentioned : i^, Catechetic trials on Divi- 
nity, Chronology, and Church Hiftoryj 2</, A trial on 
•the Hebrew and Greek languages; 3</, An Exegefis in 
Latin on forae controverted Head in Divinity ; J^b, A 
Homily in Englifh; 5/^, An^x^rciTe. and Addition; 
^6tby A Ledure on fome large portion of Scripture; 7/A, 
A popular Sermon; it beinig underilood, that if the 
Prefbytery fee caufe, they may examine the Student 
>upon the fubjea of thefe kreral Difcouries. 

'X. The Student having gone through : the ievo^ 
ttrials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing fedion of this a<a, the Pselbytery, are ordained to 
proceed in the followiqgx>rden 

ifit They diall, deliberately and ferioufly, take a con- 
jund view of the whole trials ; and if they ihall .be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 
^perform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
-Go^l, they ihall by no means grant him a Licenfe in 
his prefent-'circumftances. 

zdt Iff upon this review of the trlalfj the Prf^ytery 
aiefully fatisfi«d- therewith, they, ihaljl record thi&<i^- 
■nton .in their minutes. 

3^, The pjFeibytery ihall then propole to the Stodent 
the queilions that arp appointed to, be put to all who 
pais Trials by ad loth, Aflembly i7iY,gnd require^him 
to fubfcribe-the Formula which is prefpribed]- by^che-iatd 
ad. And the General Ailembly ilridly psobiblti all 
Preibyteries from liceniing any Student to: preach. the 
Gofpd, who ihall not give explicit aind. fatisfyin^g. ran- 
gers to thefe queillonsi and fi:^icribe:^he ^lii^iWmMla, 

4tht The Prrci%ter]r ihall or4:cr t^e adoJF Ailenb&ly 
1759, againft Simoniacal-pradices, to be restd to>: the 
Student in their ^eience. ■..\- .■ 

,Lq/lly,T\xe Preibytery ihall appoint their tModera- 
tor to licenfe the Student to preach the Gofpd,' and or- 
der their Oerk to fumiil^ him with aB estrad of his U- 
ccenie. • / 

XI. For the better obiervmoeipf' this ad, die Gene> 
ral Aflembly ordain, x/?„ That it Aiall be printed among 
their other printed ads 9 id, That it (hull be printed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form ; 3^/, That a copy of 
jthis feparate edition ihall be tran^itted to each Fro- 

. ). feflbr 



feflbr of Divinity in the UniverjGties of Scotland ; and 
that the faid Frpfeilbrs &all read the {ame inr their i^e- 
fpediye Halls, once at leaft during every Seflion, aiid at 
fbch times as they have reafon to expert the attendance 
of the greateft number of Students for that Seflion; 
and, lajfy. That a copy of the fame edition . (hall like- 
wife be tranfmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and 
Prefbytery^ within the bpunds of this Church, and that 
the faid Clerks fiiall Iceep the fame along -vrith tiieir Tn>ii- 
nutes, and bring it up to eajch 'meeting df their refpcc- 
tive Courts, for the ufe oT the JMembers. 
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Overture reipeftingthe attefidance of 
Students on theToMhity Hall. 

« 

Edinburgb, May 29. 1797. S^. ult, 

T'HE Committee on the Overture from the Synod of 
I AWrdeeii/'refpeding the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on 
the faid Overture, Report to the Venerable AfTembly, 
That, in their opinion, it ought to be exprefled in the 
following terms, viz. ** It is Overtured, that Students 
** in Divinity, who propofe to profecute their ftudies 
*' for fix SefBons, fhould be required to give as» much 
** partial attendance, during the currency of thofe^ Sef- 
** fions, in the Divinity Halls which they relpedively 
" attend, as fhall, in the whole, amount to fix months/' 
The General Aflembly approved of the above report, 
and ordered the fame to be tranfinitted, as an Overture, 
for the confideration of Prelbytertes. 
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K8i appoindng the Dkc of the next 
General Affcmbly. 

Edittburjib, 2Btb May 1798. Sejl uU, 

THJ£ next Gbneiial Assembly of this Nauonal 
Giiirch is appointed to be held 'within the New 
Cburch Ayle of Edinburgh, on ThuriHay the 23d day 
<of May 1799. ' • 

• 

£xtra3edjrm tbc Records of_ the General Ajfembly^ by 
ANJ>R£W DAIZF.L, CL Ecct Scot. 
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REGULATIONS, adopted by the General 
Assembly 1798, for a New Gaelic Chapel 
in the City of Glafgow. 

\See Abridgment, May 24. Sejf. 7.] 

L.T^HAT the property of the houfe (hall, for behoof of 
X the Congregation, be .veiled, in Donald Munrp, mer- 
chant, John Macintofli, manufadlurer, and the other petitioners, 
Truftees and Managers of faid Chapel, and their fucceffors in 

office. 

* 

IL That the houfe (hall be ufed only ad a Chapel of Eafe, 
and that it fhall not be competent to ele& any Minifter or 
Preacher to officiate therein, but a licentiate of the Church of 
Scotland, or a perfon who is an ordained Minifter, according to 
the rules of this Church ; and who, before his ordination or ad- 
miffion, (hall produce a certificate of his having taken the oaths 
to Government,* according to law ; and that the Minifter pf^the 
Ghapel of Eafe (hall be under the jurifdiftion of the Ptelbytery 
within whofe bounds the Chapel lies, fubjed to cenfure or de- 
poiition by the Pre(bytery, and not removable, but according to 
the rules of the Church relating to Minifters on the eftabUlh- 
ment ; and that the Congregation which meets in faid Chapel 
. Ihall remain fiibjeft to the jurifdidion of the Church of Scot- 
land, and her different judicatories. 

III. That the funds arifing from the feat-rents (hall be ilnder 
the management of the faid Donald Munro, John Macintofh, 
and the other Truftees and Managers of the faid Chapel, and 
their fucceffors in office, and (hall be applied, in the firft place, 
to the payment of the Minifter's ftipend, precentor, and church- 
officer : and that, if there is any overplus, it (hall be converted 
into a (inking fund, out of which, as foon as the prefent debt of 
the Chapel (hall be paid, the ftipend of the Minifter may, from 
time to time, be augmented. 

IV. That the condud of the Manager^, in the adm^iniftraticn 
of the funds of the Chapel, (hall be under the infpedion and 
controul of the Pre(bytery of Glafgow ; and if the Pre(bvtery 
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^Ihall fee caufe to fummon them, the Managers (hall attend the 
'Prelbytcry upon a citation of ten free days. 

V. That the prefent Managers (hall fupply any vacancy that 
may happen in thtir number during the fpace of five years: 
That at the end of every five years there ihall be a new elec- 
tion of M wagers, by the fame perfone, aod ia the f(ft«ie man- 

:tier, as (hall hereafter be dire^ed m the <afc of the cicftion 
of 9 MinjAcf. 

VI. That the Managers (hall be^aUe and. give fcenrity for 
; Ae Minilter's ftipend, which Ihall be payable half yearly or 
-quarterly, as may be molt convenient for the Managers. 

VII. That the Minifter's ftipend ihall not be under Seventy 
: pounds Stejrtog yearly. 

VIXXt Tb^t Colledions be made regularly at the Chapel-doors, 

« or in the Chapel, ai|d that the fum arilinR therefrom (hall ^t 

bona fide paid into the hands of the Treaiurer of the General 

Seflions of Glafgow, and applied by them for the fupport of the 

.poor of the faid city. 

IX. That the Minifter firft chofen is to be elefted by a majp^ 
rity of the Mana^rf^ and all future eledions (hall be inade only 
by thofe who polleft feats in the Chapel ; and to prevent all con^ 
fufion and fadion, thofe ot e^h pew flxall name one of their 
number, on the day preceding the ele^liion, who (hall vote for 
the Minifler ; and the name of ^ perfon fo nominated, wit|i 
the number wio occupy the pew, (hall be immediately given 
in to tl^e Managers : Provided^^ always, that where a whole feat 
is f^t to on^ fitter for hipi&lf, or his family, or others, be alope 
ihall have the vote for fpc|^ |^w : That pluvious to any eledian, 
the Managers (ball cau(e intimation to be made to tfa^ Congre-* 

^gation, in the Chapel, of the time fixed for the ele^^ioq, at leaft 
ten days previous to the time fo fixed, that, in the mean time^ 
the vote for each pew, where there are more fitters than 
one, (hall be vefted in one perfon : That th€ Prefes of the Ma- 
nagers for the time being (haU prefide at fuch elcftion, and the 
Candidate having the m^yority of votes (hall be preferred, and cer- 
tified by the faid Prefes ; in confequence of which, the Reverend 
Pre(bytery (hall be requefted to proceed to his trials and ordi- 
nation, or admifUon, according to the rules of the Church : That 
nn any future vacancy, if no oay of eledion ihali be fixed by the 
Managers within the /pace of fix months, then it (hall be in the 
power of the Pre(bytery to fix a day of elcdibn, by giving due 
previous intimation to the Congregation of the faid Chapel. 

X. That previous to the election, a lift of Candidates, not ex- 
ceeding five in number, (hall be laid bcfbre the Pre(bytcry of 
•Glalgow. 

XI. 



V 



Gaelic Cbapil in Giafyow^ 39 

XL That when a vacaacy happens in the Chapel of Eafe, it 
(hall be reported to the Prefl>ytety by the Minifter of the Parifli: 
That during the vacancy, the Managers fhall apply to the 
Prelbytery of Glafgow, and (hall hftve power, with confent of 
the Pre(bytery, to employ any Minifter or Preacher of the Efta- 
bli(bed Ghurcli to fupply the Chapel 

XII. That no Candidate who is g Probationer, (hall preach in 
faid Chapel, before having laid his Licenfe and other Certifi- 
cates before the Pre(bytery of Glafgow, and obtained their ap- 
probation ; and no ordained Minifter, before he has produced to 
the Prelbytery a certificate of his Ordination from the Pre(byte- 
ry to which he belongs. 

XnX. That the elciStion of a new Minifter, when reported to 
the Pre(bytery, (hall be accompanied with a ktter of acceptance 
from the perfon eledted, with a renewal of the fecurity for pay- 
ment of the ftipend, 

XIV. That after the Candidate preferred is admitted and or- 
dained a Minifter, it (hall be lawful for him to perform all mi- 
niftisrxal fervices for the members of his own Congregation ; par- 
ticularly to perform every part of Public Wor(hip in his own 
Pulpit, to which he (hall have an exclufive right under the au- 
thority pf thi? lUvarcnd Preftiyteiy ; to marry after legal procla- 
mation of banns ; and to baptize after legal regiftration. 

XV. That upon a certificate of the nioral charader of the 
perfons applying to be admitted to the Sacraments ftom mem- 
bers of the parochial feflions to which they belong, the Minifter 
may difpenfe the Sacraments of Baptifm, and the Lord's Sup- 
per, to the people who (hall attend his miniftry in the Chapel, 
according to the word of God, and the ftandards and practice 
of this National Church, 

XVI. That as often aa the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
(hall be difpenfed in f^id Chapel, a fum not exceeding One 
hundred pounds Scots (hall be allowed, from the colledions made 
on thefe occafions, for communion- elements, &c. 

XVIL That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper (hall be ad- 
miniftered in the Chapel on the fame day in which that ordi- 
nance is difpenfed in the pari(h Qhurches of Glafgow ; and that, 
during a vacancy, the Minifter to prefide on that pccafion (hall 
be appointed with the confent of the Minifter of the pari(h in 
whofe bounds the Chapel lies. 

XVIII. That as this Chapel is intended for the accommoda- 
tion of thofe who fpeak Gaelic only, or chiefly,, feats (hall be 
fet to perfons of this defcription only ; that for the fame reafon, 
the fervice (hall be performed in Gaelic in the forenoon of every 
Lord's Day ; and that on occafion of difpenfing the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, the ferraons (hall all be in Gaelic. 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the Gisneral Assjembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held at Edinburgh in the Year 
1798, which are not printed at full length. 

Tburfday, May 17. 1798. Seffl r. 

A Fter Sermon by the Reverend Dr John Adamson, firft 

jfX Minifter of St Andrews, Moderator of the laft General 
Affembly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders convened in the 
Aflembly-houfe in the ufual manner : And after Prayer by 
the faid Dr John Adamfon, the Reverend Dr William Tay- 
lor, Minifter of the High Church of Glalgoiv, being una- 
nimoufly chofen Moderator, he, at the Affembly *s defire, took 
the chain 

The General Affembly being thus coiiftituted, there was given 
in to them by the Honourable George Melville Leflie, a mef- 
fage in writing from the Right Honourable David Earl of 
Leven and Melville, his Majefty's High Commiffioner to 
this General Affembly, which was openly read with all due 
honour and refped, and ordered to be recorded in the books 
of Affembly, 

The Kin&'s Gommiffion to the Right Honourable David Earl Sec Printed 
of Leven and Melville, to reprefent his Majefty's Royal Ads, No^I. 
Perfon in this Affembly, was likewife given in by the Ho- 
nourable George Melville Leflie, rea<J^ with all due honour 
and refpedt, and ordered to be recorded, , ^ 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly was alfo gi- No, II. 
ven in by the Honourable George Melville Leflie, read in the 
moft refpedlful manner, and ordered to be recorded. 

His Majesty's Royal Warrant for L, 1000 Sterling was alfo . 
delivered into the Affeihbly, by the Honourable George Mel- 
ville Leffie, and ordered to be recorded, and thereafter deli- 
' vered to the Procurator. 

A Committee named to wait upon the Lord High Commiflion- 
er, in order to exprefs to his Grace, in the name of the Af- 
fembly, the fenfe which the General Affembly entertains of 
his Majcfty's favourable regard to this Church, m the repeat- 
ed affurances given by him of his Royal Proteftion, and in 
particular for his gracious countenance given to this Aflembly, 
by appointing a perfon fo acceptable to them to reprefent his 

. L Royal 
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^oyal Perfon ; and to offer their Condolence to his Grace on 
occafion of the deep affli6ton with which it has pleafed the 
the Almighty to vifit him and his family. 

.A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious 
Letter. 

'Upon a motion, a Committee named to revife the Adings and 
Proceedings of the Commiffion of laft General Affembly, and 
to report on Monday. 

A Committee named for revifing the Commiffions to the Mem- 
bers of this Affembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to Preach before his Grace the King'g 
Commilfioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the fe- 
' veral Prelbyteries, in order to their being recorded* 

A Committee for Overtures named. 

A Committee for Bills, References, and Appeals, named. 
. .Adjournment 

Friday, May i8. 1798. Sejf. 2. 
Sederunt. 

New CommiiEons, produced. 
A Diet fpent in Prayer 
Aft VIL of the Affembly 1718, for the better difpatch of the 

bufinefs of the Affembly, read, and the, obfervation thereof 

enjoined. 
Minifters named to Preach before his Grace the Commiffioner. 
The Committee for revifing Commiffions appointed to meet. 
The Committee for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 
-.Adjournment. . 

Saturday, May 19. 1798- Sejf. 3. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 
Sec Printed The draught of the Anfwer to the King's moft gracious Letter 
Afls, No. HL to this Affembly being brought in and approved, the Affem- 
• bly authorized the Moderator to requeft of his Grace the 

Commiffioner to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

The Report of the Committee for Overtures was given in and 
read. 

It was objeded to the Commiffion from the Burgh of Wick, 
That the Eledion being on the 5th day of April, and the 
refolution to Eled on the 29th day of March, there are not 
ten free days intervening. The Affembly approved of the 
Report of the Committee, and fuftained the objedion. 

The roll of caufes tranfinitted by the Committee for Bills was 
called for, produced, and read. 

Agreed to take up the caufes refpeding the Settlement of Pen- 
pont on Monday, and the caufe of Brechin on Tuefday. 

A Committee named to revife the adings and proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laft Affembly, for managing 
the Royal Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands and 
Iflands. 
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A Committee named to audite . the accounts of the Procurator 
and Agent for the Church, and lother public accounts, con- 
fider the ftate of the Church's public money, and prepare 
Overtures about the fame. 

The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet this 
evening, and empowered to receive from the feveral Mem^ 
hers any inftruftions given to them by the refpedlive Synods 
or Prefbyteries, clafs the matters therein contained, and 
prepare Overtures thereon to the Affembly'; and to receive 
and confider any accounts that fhall be given them of the 
ftate of the Church in the North Highlands, particularly 
concerng the growth of Popery and Superftition, and prepare 
Overtures for preventing and fuppreffing thereof 

The Committee for Bills was appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 21. 1798. Sejl^. 

Sederunt. 

New CommifRons produced. 

The Lord High Coftimiflioner this day appeared in the Houfe, 
and made a moft gracious Speech to the AflTembly, And the 
Moderator, at the Affembly's defire, gave the Thanks of the 
Houfe to his Grace, and exprelTed the high fatisfadion they 
felt at feeing his Grace in his own place among them. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to revife the adings 
and proceedings of the Commiffion of laft Aflembly was 
called for, given in, and read, and unanimoufly approved of : 
And the Thanks of the Affembly being given from the Chair 
to the Moderator of laft Affembly, in terms of the faid Re- 
port, the Commiffion-book was ordered to be attefted : And 
the Affembly ordered the Addrefs, and the Admonition and 
Warning, publifhed by the Commiffion, to be inferted into 
the records of the General Affembly. 

The General Affembly, in purfuance of their approbation of 
the proceedings of the Commiffion of the laft General Affembly 
of this Church, and taking into their more particular confi- 
deration the faid proceedings, and efpecially the great pro- 
priety and feafonablenefs of the Addrefs humbly prefented 
to his Majefty by the faid Commiffion, did, upon a ipotion 
made, unanimoufly agree. That this Affembly (ball alfo pre- 
fent a dutiful and loyal Addrefs to his Majefty on the 
prefent fituation of Public Affairs ; and appointed a Com- 
mittee to prepare a draught thereof. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 

Report of the Committee for Bills, given in, and read. 

Synod Books called for. 

An appeal by the Preft>ytery of Penpont, from a fentence of the 
Synod of Dumfries, dated i8th Odlober laft, finding, that the 
Prefljytery of Penpont had adfed irregularly in their proceed- 
ings with refped to the fettlemcnt of Penpont, and appoint- 
ing them to be admoniftied to adl more regularly in future, 

beard. 
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Iieard. The Affcmbly found, That the Prefbytery of Pen- 
pont aded regularly and prppcrly in complying with the ad- 
vice of laft Affembly, to proceed with the fettlement of Mr 
Nivifon in the Church and Parilh of Penpont ; and therefore, 
unanimbufly teyerfed the judgment of the Synod of Dumfries, 
inflidting acenfure on the Piefbytery of Penpont ; and, with- 
out a vote, ordained the faid Synod to enter into their mi- 
nutes, at their next meeting, this decifipn of the General 
Affembly, 

The Affembly agreed to meet to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, 
in a Committee of the whole Houfe, to take into coniideration 
the other branch of the caufe refpedting the Parifh of Penpont. 

The Committees for Overhires and Bills appointed to meet. 

.Adjournment. 

Tuefday, May aa, 1798. ScJJl 5. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

See Printed The draught of an Addrefsto his Majefty on the prefent fitua- 

ASs, No. IV. tion of Public Affairs, was brought in, and approved ; which 

Addrefs, along with the Anfwerto his Majefty's Letter, his 

Grace the Lord High Commiflioner was pleafed, at the Af- 

fembly's requeft, to undertake to tranfmit to his Majefty. 

The Report of the .Committee for Overtures called for. 

Agreed to confider the Ovesture on Chapels of £afe to-m^or- 
row. 

The Report of the Committee for Bills called for. 

Upon Report of the Committee of the whole Houfe on the other 
branch of the caufe of Penpont, The Affembly fuftained the 
•call given to Mr John Nivifon, prefentee to the Pariih of Pen- 
pont: Ordained the Prefbytery of Penpont, at their meeting 
on the nth of June next, to proceed to take Mr Nivifon upoa 
Trials, and to appoint the Trials to be held at fuch times as 
that a day may be fixed for his ordination and admii&on as 
minifler of Penpont, before the lafl day of July next; and, 

« in the event of any appeal or complaint taken againft the 
judgment of the Prefbytery, or any reference made in any 
ftep in the proceedings in this caufe, the Affembly empower- 
ed their Commif&on to judge of faid appeals, complaints or 
references, and to give fuch orders as they fhall fee neceffary 
for carrying the fettlement of the prefentee into effed, ac- 
cording to the rules of the Church. Againfl which judgment 
feveral Members diffented. 

A reference by the Synod of Angus and Mearns, refpeding the 
qualifications of Mr James Gary, prefentee to the Parifli of 
Brechin, heard : Two feparate motions were made ; and the 
roU being called, and votes marked, the Affembly found, That 
Mr Gary, the prefentee to the Parifh of Brechin, has not 
gone through that courfe of Univerfity education, in philo- 
sophy and theology, which the laws of this Church require, 

as 
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as neccffary fot all the Probationers thereof: That the cer- 
tificate of Licence and Ordination he has produced from 
three Proieftant diflenting Minifters in England, cannot, in 
confiftencj v/\iAi the laws of the Church, be lield as qualify- 
ing him to accept a prefentation to any Parifh in this Church ; 
and that the deed of the Prefbytery of Chanonry of 5th Sep- 
tember 1796, laid before the Prefbytery of Brechin along 
with the prefentation, was rafli and unwarranted, and did 
not qualify him to accept of that prefentation ; therefore, re- 
mitted this caufe to the Prefbytery of Brechin, dire<aing them 
to prdnoance, at their next meeting, a fedtence, refufing to 
fuilain the prefentation to Mr Gary, in refpeA that the pre- 
fentee is not qualified according to the laws of the Church. 
Againfl which decifion feveral Members diflented. 

The Comilitttee for Revifiug Commiffions, and the Committee 
for Bills, appointed to meet. 

The caufes refpe£ting Chapels of Eafe to be confidered on 
Thurfday ; aiMl the caafe of Legertwoodl on Friday, 

Adjournment. 

Wednefdafy May ^3. i708.. Sejl 6. 

Sederunt. . 

The Report of the Committee for bills called for. 

The Committee on Public Accounts appointed to meet. 

TheAfTembly proceeded to confider the Report on the returns to 
theOverture on Chapels of £afe ; which being read, along with 
the Overture itfelf, a motion was made and feconded. That in 
refpeft a coniiderable majority of Prefbyteries have now tranf- 
mttted to the Affembly their opinions in favour of this Over- 
ture, the Affembly ihall enad the fame into a flanding law' or 
the Church : And, after long reafoning, another motion was 
made and feconded. That notwithflanding a majority of Pref- 
byteries have returned their opinions to the Affembly in fa- 
vour of this Overture, the General Affembly judge it inexpe- 
dient to enad the fame into a law. The Affembly agreed to 
this flate of the vote, enaSl or net ; and the roll being called, 
and votes marked, it carried, by a great majority, enach\ 
Therefore, the Affembly enafted faid Overture into a ftand- See Pnntcd 
ing law of the Church accordingly. Afts, No. V. 

Caufes fixed for hearing. 

Adjournment, 

Tbwcfday May 34. 1798. Sef. 7. 

Sederunt. 

A Committee appointed to prepare an Overture from the Over- 
ture from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr. 

Public accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Affembly proceeded to hear the Petition for John Macin- 
tofh, .merchant in Glafgow, and others, truftecs and mana- 

M gers 
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gers of the New Gaelic Chapel erefting in Duke Street, Glas- 
gow ; and having confidered the matter contained in the ori- 
ginal Petition to the Prelbytcry, and the Prelbytery's Report 
thereupon, they unanimoufly authorized and inftruded the 
Prelbytery of Glafgow to grant the defire of the petition, by 
erefting the Chapel of Eafe in queilion, according to the re- 
Sec alfo Printed giilations adopted by the Affembly. 

"^^^ An appeal of Archibald Sharp and others, as a Committee of 

fubfcribers for erefting a Chapel of Eafe in Rothfay, from a 
fcntence of the Prefbytery of Dunoon, of 27th March iaft, 
* appointing the Petition of the appellants to lie upon their 
table till next meeting of Prelbytery, heard. The Affembly 
found, Tbat the Prelbytery of Dunoon aded with perfed re- 
gularity, in obedience to the interim ad of Iaft AiTembly a- 
nent Chapels of Eafe, and difmiffed, as incompetent and fri* 
volouSy the appeal taken againft the ]>efolution of the Prelby- 
tery of the 27th of March Iaft: Remitted to the Prelbytery 
of Dunoon the Petition prefented to the Affenibly by the ap- 
pellants : And the Affembly being informed, that the next 
ordinary meeting of the faid Prelbytery is in Auguft next, 
authorized and appointed them to bold a pro re nata meeting 
on Tuefday the 3d of July next, then to proceed in the bu- 
finefs of the Petition prefented to them on the 27th of March, 
according to the diredions of the ftanding law refpeding 
Chapels of Eafe, enaded by this Affembly. And whereas it 
is ftated by the appellants in their Petition to this Affembly, 
that it was their ignoranceof the regulations of the interim ad 
anent Chapels of Eafe which caufed the delay of their Peti- 
tion to the Prelbytery, the Affembly empowered the Com- 
jniifion at their meeting in Auguft, or at any fubfequent 
meeting, to receive any report which the Prelbytery of Du- 
noon may tranfmit refpeding the fubjed of the forefaid Pe- 
tition, and to judge therein as they fee caufe. 
The caufe of Airdrie delayed till Saturday. 
Adjournment. 

Friday, May 25. 179^. Sejfi 8. 
Sederunt. 

The Report of the Committee on the claufe of the Overture 
from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr, refpeding the courfe 
of Univerfity education to be obfervedby Students previous to 
their entering the Divinity Hall, was called for, given in, and 
A^rN "vT ^^^^* ^^^ Affembly unanimoufly agreed to tranfmit the 
s> o. L \;2imc, as an Overture to the feveral Prelbyteries of this Church, 
enjoining them t(3 fend up their opinions thereon to next Af- 
fembly. 
The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftabliftied by Ad of 
Parliament for a provilion to Minifters Widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings lince Iaft General Affem- 
bly, and a ftate of the fund under their management, given in, 
and ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow* And, upon a 

motion, 
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^motion, the thanks of the Houfe were given from the Chair 
to Sir Henry MoncreifF Wellwood, for his fidelity, attention 
and prudence, in the management of the fund. ' 

A Diffcnt and Complaint hy Mr Robert Home at Polwarth, Dr 
Robert Douglas at Galalhiells, and others, from a Sentence of 
the Synod of Merfe and Teviotdale, of 24th Odober laft, re- 
fpedling the fettlement of Mr James Young in the parifh of 
Legertwood, heard : Two feveral motions were made, and the 
Roll being called, and votes marked, the Affembly, by a great 
majority, found, that Mr James Young was not qualified, ac- 
cording to the laws of this Church, to accept the Prefcntation 
to the Church of Legertwood ; and, therefore, reverftd the 
feAtence of the Synod of Merfe and Teviotdale in Odober 
laft, complained of, recommending to the Prelbytery of Lauder 
to fuftain that Prefentation : Found, That the Prefbytery of 
Lauder aded with great irregularity in proceeding, as they 
ftated at the bar, to admit Mr James Young, upon the 6th of 
December laft, Minifter of Legertwood, notwithftanding the 
Diifent and Complaint of feveral Members of the Synod: 
Annulled all the proceedings of the Preft>y tery of Lauder in 
relation to the fettlement of the Parifh of Legertwood fubfe* 
quent to the meeting of the Synod of Merfe and Teviotdale 
in Odober laft ; refcinded the fettlement of Mr James Young, 
and declared the Parifti of Legertwood vacant, as if no fuch 
fettlement had taken place. The Affembly appointed an ex- 
trad of this Sentence to be fent by the Moderator in a letter 
to George Kerr, Efq; of Morifton, Patron of the Parifh of 
Legertwood ; and appointed the Prefbytery of Lauder to meet 
the fecond Thurfday of June next, in order to appoint fup- 
plies for the vacant Parifh of Legertwood. 

Caufes delayed till to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

Saturday, May 26. 1798. Seff. 9. 

Sederunt. 

The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the Com- Sec Printed 
miffion of this Affembly, and preparing inftrudions to them, Ads, No. VIL 
given in, and approved. The Affembly added thereto Dr 
Hugh Blair, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, in place of 
the Moderator ; and alfo from the Burgh of Wick, Mr James 
Home, whofe Commiflion had been rejeded on account of in- 
formality by the Affembly. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty record given 
in, and read. The condud of the Managers approved of, 
and their book ordered to be attefted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, Scc Printed 
with a Commiffion and inftrudions to them. Afts, No. VIIL 

The Synod Book of Merfe and Teviotdale ordered to be atteft- 
ed, with this remark, that the Minutes of the Synods, April 
1790, Odober 1790, and April 179J, are not figned by the 
refpedive ModcFators. 

The 
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j The Report of the Truftees of the fund eftablifbed, by Ad of 

: Parliament for a provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. again 

H called for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 

1 kept for that purpofe. 

I AQ. approving of^the account of Mr Williaoi Robertfon, Advo- 

J cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difcharg- 

J ing him and his cautioners of the fura of L.5P4: ii : i^ 

Sterling, difburfed by him, and appointing that he give credit 

(in his next account for the fum of L. 25 : i8 : i-,^ Sterling, 
being the balance due by him. 
Aft approving of the account of Mr William Murray, agent 
I for the Church, and exonering and difcharging him of the 

^ . ,,^ fum of L, 1 18 : 13:2 Sterling, difburfed by him, and ap- 
^pointing that he take credit in his next account for the fum 
^t)f L. 24 : 18 : 2 Sterling, being the. balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the account of Mr James Dickfon^ Printer for 
the Church, and ordering payment thereof. 

. Aft approving of the account of ftationary articles furniflied to 
the clerksby Mr Elphinfton fisdfour, and oi4eripg payment 
thereof. 

'.UpoA a flfiotion made, the AiTembly, in addition tto the L. 30 al- 
lowed by laft Affembly, to aid the expence of the appeal re- 
lating to the Schoolmafter of BothweU, authorized the Procu- . 
rator to advance L. 50 more for that purpofe. And at the 
fame time, the Affembly recommended to tbofe Prelbyteries of 
the Church who have not yet fubfcribed, to give- their aid, 
along with their brethren, to a caufe fo generally interefting 
to the Church, and to the country ; — and to thofe Pi*e(byte- 
ries who have already fubfcribed, but not remitted the fame, 
to colleft the amount of their fubfcriptions, and remit the mo« 
ney to Mr William Murray, agent for the Church. 

The Affembly having confidered a Petition to the Prelbytery of 
Hamilton, for the heritors, feuars, and inhabitants^ compoling 
the Congregation of the Chapel of Airdrie, with the pro- 
cedui^e of the Prelbytery of Hamilton thereupon, unanimouf- 
ly. granted the prayer of the Petition of the Congregation; 
and authorized the Preflbytery of Hamilton to ordain a Mini- 
fter for the faid Chapel at Airdrie. And in refpeft that the 
ordination of a Minifter alters the date of the faid Chapel, 
the Affembly, at the requeft of the Petitioners, and with the 
confent and approbation of the Prelbytery of Hamilton, un- 
animoufly agreed to eftabli(h regulations for the faid Chapel 
of Eafe- at Airdrie. 

The Affembly approved of the general fpiirit of the Overture 
from the Synod of Fife, relative to the diftilling of fpirits on 
the Lord's Day ; and underftanding that the Procurator, in 
compliance with the inftruftions given to him by Affembly 
1795, to watch the introduftion into Parliament of any Bill 
reipefting the due obfervation of the Lord's Day, and corre- 
fpond With, the introducer thereof, had aftually begun a courfe 
of corrcfpondence with Mr Wilberforce, M. P. upon that fub- 

jeft. 



je(?t, they, approved of what' the Procurator had done; and* 
following out the (pirit of \he faid inftraftions^ and defirous 
to teftify their iblicitude iabout the important fuhjedl of the 
Overture from the Synod of Fife, appointed a Handing Com- 
jnitteie, confifting of Minifters an^ Mders of this Church, to 
co-qperatel' with the Prbfcurator in this important bufinefs. 
Dr Blair to-be Convener. ^ ^ •' 'i ■ 

A Petition for the- Kirk Seffion of Orwell, and alfo a Petition 
for Mr Spence and Mr Thomfoh,' ks Complainers, againft a 
judgment of thfe' Synod of Fife, of i6th April; pronounced 
in the ciufe againft Mr Andrew Steiti, at Hftttonburn, read. 
Parties being firft heard on the queftion, whether the Prefby- 
tery of Dumcrmline and Synod of Fife a6ted rijjht in pro- 
nouncing a judgment, finding, that the Kirk Seffion of Or- 
"well ought not to have proceeded in the face of the Appeals 
taken on the 13th and 20th of Mar(*h; the Affembly un- 
'animoufly reverfed the fentences of the Prefbytery of Dun- 
fermline and Synod of Fife, in fo for as they find, that the 
.Seffion of OrwfeU ought not to have proceeded in the face of 
the faid Appeals. 

The Affembly agreed to refolve ttierafelves into a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, to proceed immediately to the other 'points 
in this caufe ; and alfo to confider the caufe of Dry (dale ; 
and upon a motion made, unanimoufly agreed to permit the 
Moderator to retire during the difcuffion of the Committee. 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 28. 1798. Sejf. ult. 

Sederunt. 

The Report of the Committee of the whole Houfe on the caufe, 
the Kirk Seffion of Orwell againft Andrew Stein, was read, and 
unanimoufly approved : Therefore, agreeably to faid Report, the 
Affembly affirmed the fentence of the Synod of Fife, affirming 
that of the Prefbytery of Dunfermline, finding the reafons of 
appeal frivolous. The Affembly approved highly of the at- 
tention of the Kirk Seffion of Orwell, in guarding againft the 

, profanation of the Lord's day : Found that the Proceedings of 
the Prefljytery of Dunfermiline and Synod of Fife have been 
informal and irregular, in all the points not already judged 
upon by the Affembly ; declared the whole proceedings rela- 
tive to thofe points to be null and void ; and therefore, re- 
mitted the whole cjlufe to the Kirk Seffion of Orwell, with in- 
fliruftions to allow Mr Stein a proof of all fads and circum- 
ftances tending to his exculpation ; to confider thereafter the 
amount of the whole prbof already taken, together with any 
farther proof that may be led, and to pronounce judgment in 
the caufe according to the rules of the Church ; and authorize 
their Commiffion in Auguft, or any fubfequent meeting of the 
Commiffion, to judge in any reference, complaint, or appeal^ 
that may be brought before them in this caufe. 

N . The 
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The Report of the Committee of the whole Houfc on the caufe, 
the Prelbytery of Lochmaben againft Mr Tbonias Hendebijp^*, 
Minifter at Dryfdale, was read^ and ^naairnQufly approved: 
V Therefore, agreeably to faid Report, the A.ltembly affiroiied 

the fcntence of the Prelbytery of Lochmiab^^, fuliaining tKe 
relevancy of the libel agaiilft Mt HeodcRfou, apd inftruAed 
the Prelbytery to proceed to take probatiqp X)f the (aid iibfJ, 
according to the rules of the Church, with the omiflioiiof 
what is Hated in the firft article in the iecojnd head of the 
libel, refpeding an inftance of intoxication faid to have. hap- 
pened ^bout^tea^ years ago, which the Aflemfaily found ittele- 
vant. 
The Affembly having been ittformed by the Modetatot, that he 
had received a letter from Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter^ Ba- 
ronet, informing him that the Statiftical Account of Scotland 
is now about to i>e ccHnpIeted^ and exprelfing a wifli that a 
Copy of the whole Book could be purchafed for every Parifli 
within the Kingdom: The General AlTembly being fenfible of 
-the importance and utility of this Work^ and being of opiniooi 
that the objeft fuggefted to the Moderator is very definable,- 
recommended it to the Members of Affembly, and to the 
Minifters of this Church, to cpnfult their different Pariflies 
with regard to the moft prudent and effedlual means of attain- 
ing it. 
Reafons of Diffent from the judgment of the Affembly of Tuef- 
day laft, fuftaining the call to Mr Nivifon to be Miniiler of 
Penpont, were given in, read, and ordered to lie in reieniis. 
Reafons of Diffent from the judgment of the Affembly of Tuef- 
day lad* in the caufe of Mr Gairie, were given in, read, and 
. ordered to lie in retetiiis. 

Reafons of Diffent from the judgment of the AflenoLbly of Friday 
iait, in the cauiie of Legertwood» were given in^ read, and 
ordered to lie in reteritis. 
A Petition for Alexander Frafer, inerchant in Invernefs, with 
proceedings of the Prelbytery of Invernefs thereupon^ refpec- 
ting the Eredion of a Chapel of Eafe in the Town of Inver- 
nefs, was read. The Affembly having confidered the. cafe, 
and finding that there is the greateft harmony among all par- 
ties ^concerned, unanimoufly agreed to grant the defire of the 
Petition of Alexander Frafer and others, Truftees and Mana- 
gers of the faid Chapel of Eafe, to be ereded in the Townof 
Invernefs, and ellabliihed regulations for the fame. 
Upon Report of the Committee for claffing Returns to Overtures, 
p . the Affembly unanimoufly agreed to rctranfmit the former 

A^Tn ix^^ Overture refpeding the Liceniing of Probationers ; alfo the 
* °' • •. .Overture refpeding the attendance of Students on the Divini- 
ty Hall ; and particularly enjoined fuch Prelbyteries as have 
fent no .returns, .to fend up their opinions to next Affembly; 
and that Prelbyteries Ihall appoint a day for the confideration 
of thefe two 0\'ertures, at their firft Meeting after receiving 
the Printed Ads of Aflembly; and that they Ihall alfo take 

inta 
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into their confideration on the fame dayy the Overture rc- 
fpeding the courfe of Univerfity education to be obfervcd 
by Students, previous to their entering the Divinity Hall, 
tranfmitted by this Affembly. 

The Report of the Committee on Orkney grievances, given in 
and read, and the Committee renewed, with the -former 
powers. , * 

The Committee on the Petition of the Minifters of Tongue, 
Edrachilles and Duirnefs, reported. That the family of Reay 
had agreed to pay 5 per cent, inilead of the 4I, which they 
have been in ufe to pay for the fund collefted under the au- 
thority of the Church, for augmenting the Stipend of thefe 
Parilhes. 

Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and ord|tr-* 
ed to be recorded. 

Proteftation admitted at the inftancc of Robert Deans againil 
Mr John Macleod, Minifter of Lerwick, in the Prefbytery of 
Zetland. 

Proteftation alfo admitted againft the faid Mr John Macleod, 
at the inftance of Mr John Menzies, Minifter of Breifay, in 
name of the faid Prefbytery of Zetland, * 

A Committee named to revife the Minutes of the Aflembly*s pro- 
ceedings at this, and all other diets thereof, and to pitch up- 
on fuch of the Ads of the AiTembly as are to be ftanding 
Rules, in order to their being Printed. 

The Minutes of this day's Sederunt were read ; the Minutes of 
former Sederunts being read at the diets fubfequent thereto. 

The Moderator's fpeech to the Affembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiflioner. 

The Lord High CommiiEoner's fpeech to the AfTembly. . 

A& appointing next diet of AfTembly. a a tS^^*yt 

The AfTembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pf^ms, and ^^'* Wo. Ai. 
pronouncing the Bleffing. 
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tHE PRINCIPAL 

AC T S 

OF THE 
O F T H E 

Church of Scotlanp, 



Begun at Edinburgh, the 23d day of May, and 
concluded the 3d day of June 1799. 



1. 

The King's Commiflion to David Earl 
of Leven and Melvill produced, 
and ordered to be recorded* 

Edinburgh, May 23. 1799* 

THE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened and conftituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven and 
Melvill the King's Commiflion, Ifealed. 
with the feal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be 
kept and ufed in Scotland, in place of the Great Seal 
of Scotland, making and conflituting him his Ma- 

. jefty^s 
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jefty's High Commiflioner and Reprefentatlve In this AC- 
fembly > which Commiffion was publicly read with all 
due honour and refped, and ordered to be recorded 
in the books of Aflembly^ — the tenor whereof fol- 
lows : 



f^EORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magttse Britannia, Francite, 
^^ €t Hibernice Rex, Fidei Defen/br : Omnibus probis bo- 
minibus, ad quos prafentes lit era nojiroe pervenerint,falu* 
tern, ^andoquidem Nosxonjiderantes, quod Generalis Ecck- 
Ji{j^ Scotia Conventus in vigejimum tertium diem Mail proxi^ 
mi convenire ordinatus fuit ; Nofque abund^ cupidi, et necef- 
Jarium ejfe judicantes in commodum di^a eccUJia, ut idem 
generalis conventus die Jlatuto debit e obfervetur, at que rebus 
magni momenti Nos alio vocantibus, di^o conventui perfona^ 
liter interejfe nequimus ; Nofque abunde fatisfaSi de fuffici-- 
xntia et fidelitate fidelijfimi et predileEtiJfimi Nojlri con/an^ 
guinei Davidis Comitis de Leven et Melvill, quod ad 
fummum munus -Nojlri fupremi Commijjionarii ad diSlum gene^ 
ralem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum ufquequaque fit 
inJlruBus : Ncveritis igitur, Nos nominaffe, confiitmffe et or* 
dinaffe, tenoreque prafentium^ nominare, conjlituere, etordi-, 
'nare, memoratum fideliffmum et prc€dile6HJftmum Nojlrum con- 
fanguinium Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melvill,yi^- 
premum Nojlrum CGmmiJJlonarium dido general} ecclefice Scotia 
conventui, dando et concedendo illi plenam potejlatem, commif-' 
ftonem^-^t warrantum, facram Nojlram Perfonam et auBorita- 
tern regalem reprafentandi, nee non prefentiam Nojiram fup- 
plendiy et locum Nojlrum in dido fubfequenti generali con'ventu, 
tanquam Commiffionario Nojlro ad tunc effedum fpecialiter 
conjiituto, tentn^i', 6mnia,que alia ad imperium et muhus Coin^ 
mijfionarii pro generali \ecclefta conventu peragendi, tarn plena 
adeoque libert vi quovis refpedu^ quam quilibet alius in eodem 
fummo munere fecerat,feu qupvis temporj^ prattrito facefe po- 
tuerat, vel ac Ji Nos ipji perfonaliter prafentes facer e potue- 
riinus. ^aque omnia et Jngula, qua diSlus David Comes 
de Leven et Melvill, in hac Nojlra CommiJJione profequenda 
Ugitime fecerit, feu fieri orcfinaverity Nos frmiter approbamus 
et ratifcamus. Infuper omnibus et fingulis diSii conventus et 
.etc Iff a pajloribus et prejbyteris^ caierifque quibufcunque, intra 
illam partem Magna Britannia Scotiam vocatam, fubditis 
Nojlris, cujufcunque gradns feu qnalitatis, ut dictum Davidem 
Comitem de Leven et Melvill, tanquam fupremum No- 
jlrum^ CommiJiGnarium, quoad effedum et mollamfupra mentio- 
natum, revere an t'ur, agnofcant et audiant,JlriBe mandamus et 
pracipimus : Atque banc Nojiram Commijfwnem a dido vigef-^ 
■mo tertio die Mail proximi incipere, et deinceps durante fub^ 

fequentc 
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fequente JeJlftQne diBi generalis convent us in vigort continuare^ 
declaramusj vel ufque dum d Nobis revocabitur^ et exgnerabi- 
tun In cujus rei ttjlimonium^ prefentibus ftgillum Nojlrum 
per Unionis traBatum cujlodiend. et in Scotid vice et loco 
Magni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinat. appendi mdndavimus. 
Apud aulatn JSIoJiram /ipud St James's vigejimo quarto die 
menjis Aprilis^ anno Domini millefimo^feptingentefmo etnona- 
^efimo nonOy Regnique Nojiri anno trigejimo nono. 

Per fignaturatn manu S. D. N. Regis fuprafcriptam. 



IL 



The King's moft gracious Letter to the 
General Aflembly, prefented to them 
by his Majefty's Commiffioner. 

GEORGE R.^ 

RIght Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet you 
well. We have thought fit again to conftitute apd 
appoint Our Right Trufty and Right Well-beloved 
Coufin David, Earl of Lev en and Melvill, to be Our 
Commiflioner, and to reprefent Our Royal Perfon in the 
General Aflembly of the Church of Scotland. 

The manner in which he has heretofore executed this 
hJgh office, his attachment to Ourfelf, and his affedlion 
for the Church, fill Us with aflurance, that he will ade- 
quately anfwer every purpofe of the truft with which 
he is invefted. 

We do moftn folemnly repeat Our determination to 
maintain and preferve the Church of Scotland in the 
complete enjoyment of all its juft rights and privileges : 
And We are firmly perfiiaded, that the condud of the 
Church, and the proceedings of the General Aflembly, 
will continue fuch as to merit Our approbation, and to 
increafe more and more that paternal love with which 
we unceafingly regard you. 

At a time when the very principles of Reli^iqn and 
Morality are denied by fome, and confounded by others j 

B ' in 
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' in thefe perilous days, when wicked men have derided 
every thing which is grave, juft and holy ; We efteem 
it a duty to exprefs Our fatisfadion at the unabating 
Zeal, and exemplary Piety, which diftinguifti the Church 
of Scotland j and alfo to rfxhort you to undeviating per- 
feverance in the farpe. 

We charge you to be inftant at all feafons in feeking 
after Truth, in defending, teaching and fpreading it ; 
remembering, that the eyes of the whole Church and 
Nation are upon you, and that your Brethren look to 
the decifions of the General Affembly,' as Rules to guide 
them in all matters of Dodrine and Difcipline. 

,More particularly, We call upon you to aid, ^j pre- 
cept and example, the caufe of Religion and Virtue in 
the world, to difpel the dangerous delufions of an arro- 
gant and vain Philofophy, and of Science falfelyfo cal- 
led, and to di red the minds of the People, over whom 
you individually ^exercife the paftoral care, to the re- 
vealed wijl of Almighty God, 

Finally, We defire yout; Prayers to the Supreme Dif- 
pofer of all Events, That he will be pleafed to profper 
all Our defigns for the good of the Church of Scotland, 
and the advancement of the Chriftiaii Religion, to avert 
from thefe Kingdoms thofe errors which Jbave brought 
Ruin and Defolation upon thofe w^ho have embraced 
them. To His Almighty protection We commend you ; 
and fo We bid you heartily farewell. Given at Our 
Court at St James's, the 17th day of May 1799, ^^ ^^^ 
thirty-ninth year of Our Reign. 

By hi s Maj eft y 's JCommand , 

PORTLAND,. 

Addrefled thus : — To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved^ 
the Moderator, Minijlers and Elders of the General AJfem^ 
My of the Church of Scotland. 
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in. 

The General Affembly's Anfwier to the 
KiNG^s mod gracious Letter. 

Moji Gracious Sovereign^ 

THE letter, which it hath pleafed Your Majcfty to 
addrefs to this meeting of the General Aflembly of 
the Church of Scotland, was received with the moft pro- 
found refped and gratitude. 

.We account ourfelves highly honoured by the repre* 
fentation of the Royal Perfon in our General Affemblies, 
as the gracious fymbol of the connection between the 
Church and the State. We have beheld with much fatis- 
fadion, in many preceding years, this high office com- 
mitted to a Nobleman, whofe warm attachment to Your 
Majefty, whofe hereditary afFedlion for the Church of 
Scotland, whofe fteady regard to religion, and whofe 
many amiable virtues, render him eminently qualified 
to anfwer every purpofe of the truft with which he is 
invefted : And 'we receive Your Majefty 's renewed ap- 
pointment of the Earl of Leven and Melvill, as a 
pledge of the paternal love with which You havet uri- 
ceafingly regarded us. 

We rely, with entire confidence, upon the folemn a{^ 
furance of Your Majefty^s determination, to maintain 
and preferve the Church of Scotland in the complete en- 
joyment of all its juft rights and privileges j and we 
fhall ftudy, upon all occafions, to condud: ourf<^lves in 
fuch a manner as may entitle us to hope for the continu- 
ance of Your Royal approbation. 

Your Majefty^s Donation of L. 1000 for the propaga- 
tion of Chriftian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iflands 
of Scotland, was received with the -fincereft gratitude^ 
as a renewed inftance of Your perfevering attention to 
the religious interefts of the People committed to our 
care ; and it ihkll be our endeavour to apply it, with 
fidelity, to the pious purpofe for which it is bellowed. 

Placed 
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Placed in the perilous days, fo well defcribed in Your 
Majefty's moft gracious letter, when the very principles 
of Religion and Morality are denied by fome, and con- 
founded by others ; and when wicked men have derided 
every thing, which is grave and jull and holy, we have 
unfpeakable confolation in thinking that we live under 
the reign of a Prince, whofe ekemplary piety adorns the 
throne ; who condefcends to mention, with approbation, 
the zeal of the Church of Scotland j who calls U3 by 
His authority to an undeviating perfeverance in the dif- 
?harge of our duty, and afliires us of all the encourage- 
ment and fupport, which the circumftances of the times 
require. 

We liften,, with the moft profound refped, to the 
folemn charge which we receive from Your Majefty : 
And it is our determined refolution, that, in compliance 
with that charge, and in fulfilment of the duties of our 
facred office, we will, through the ftrength of the Lord 
Jesus, be inftant, at all feafons, in feeking after truth, 
m defending, teaching, and fpreading it ; that we will 
labour, by precept and by example, to aid the caufe of 
Religion and Virtue in the world ; that we will endea- 
vour to difpel the dangerous delufions of an arrogant 
and vain Philofophy, and of Science falfely fo called; 
and, ill all our miniftrations, will dired the minds of the 
people, over whom we exercife the paftoral care, to the 
revealed will of Almighty God, as the only infallible 
ftandard of truth, and perfed rule of manners* ^ We feel 
the facred obligations, of which Your Majefty is graci- 
oufly pleafed to remind us, that arife from our being, in 
the words of our Great Mafter, * a city fet upon an hill ;' 
and we look up to Him for thofe influences of his Spi- 
rit, which may enable us fo to frame our decifions, that 
they may fecure the refped of our brethren, and may 
guide them in all matters of doftrine and difcipline. 

Confcious that pur exertions, however unremitting 
and well direded, are of none avail without the blefling 
of Heaven, we ceafe not to offer our fervent prayers to 
the Supreme Difpofer of all events, befeeching him to 
avert from , thefe Kingdoms thofe errors which have 
brought ruui and defolatiou upon all who have embraced 
them. We blefs the Lokd our God who, becaufe he 
loved us, liath raifed up a.fucceflion of Princes in the 
Illuftrious Houfe of Hanover, to be the nurfing Fa- 
thers of His Chuixh* We pray that it may pleafe Him 
to profper all Your Majefty's defigns for the good of the 
Church of "Scotland, and the advancement of the Chri- 

ftian 
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ftian Religion. And, relying upon His Almighty pro-^ 
tedion, we truft that, under the wife and vigorous ad- 
qiiniftration of Your Majefty's Government, our Eccle- 
fiafUcal Eftablifhment, which has been cheriflied with 
warm^ affedion by the People of Scotland, and which 
tuts been the means, of diffufing, amongft all ranks, the 
knowledge and the principles of pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion, fhall be preferved from being fhaken by external 
Violence, or undermined by the machinations of fecret 
foes. 

That the beft bleflings of Heaven may defcend upon 
Your^MAjESTY, upon our Gracious Qjljeen Charlotte, 
upon the Prince and Princess ^of Wales, and all the 
Royal Family ;— that Your Majefty may long ceociAlie 
to reign ki tpe hearts of a piou^, loyal, free and happy 
people ; — and that, after fwayiag the Brjttfii Sceptre for 
many years with felicity and renown, you may be re- 
ceived into thofe regions where an unfading Crown 
awaits the faithful, are the earned prayers of. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

Your Majefty^s moft faldifoi^ 

Moft obedient^ 

And moft loyal Subjefts^ 

the Mini/i^rs and Eiden mt in this Qe^ 
neral Ajgfmbfy;^tb€ CAunb qf Scotland. 

Signed in our namei 

In our prefence, ' 

And at our appointn^ent, by 

Maf2s^ 1199*3 

WILUAM MOODIE, Mttderator. 



IV. 



10 , ^e ACTS of the 



^^MF^^^^f^ 



IV. 

Address to His Majesty on the pre- 
fent Situation of Public Affairs. 



Mojl Gracious Sovereign^ 

WE, Your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjeds, 
the Miaifters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in the General Aflembly, beg leave to approach 
the Throne with fentiments of the moft affectionate at- 
tachment to Your Majefty's Perfon and Government, 

Beholding with reverence the condud of Providence 
in the permiffion of thofe calamitous events which, for 
years paft, have afflided and defolated fo many of the 
neighbouring nations, we feel the moft lively gratitude 
to Almighty God, when we contemplate the profperous 
condition of Great Britain. Preferved by the wifdom of 
Your Majefty'^s Councils, from the traiterous attempts 
made to difturb its internal tranquillity, this happy 
country flouriihes even in the midft of war, and com- 
municating to its allies a portion of its own vigour, it 
has been juftly regarded as the great bulwark, raifed by 
Divine Providence, for refifting the progrefs of thofe de- 
ilrudive principles which threatened the total fubyer- 
fion of religion and good government, in every quarter 
of the world. 

We are lincerely grieved to learn, that there are ftill 

among us. men infenlible to the ineftimable biellings we 

enjoy : But we truft that their numbers are daily de- 

xcreafingj and Your Majefty may be allured, that the 

' / Church 
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' dhurch of Scotland, faithflil to Tier duty, will, in her 
proper fjphere, co-operate zealoufly with the civil power 
in counterading their iniidious defigns. We have rea- 
fon to think, that the bleflings of Your Majefty's pater- 
nal Government, aided by the falutary reftraints impofed 
on the licentious, have already produced a favourable 
impreflion on the minds of many of our fellow-fubjeds, 
who were formerly difcontented : And we are perfuaded, 
that the great body of the people under our charge, not- 
withflanding the artful endeavours employed to agitate 
and divide them, continue firmly attached to the religi- 
ous and civil conftitution of their country, and deeply 
interefled in whatever may have any tendency to 
.ftrengthen its fecurity, and to tranfinit it unimpaired to 
the lateft pofterity, 

Amidft the general fatisfadion with which we con- 
template the ftate of the country, we embrace, with pe- 
culiar pleafure, this firft opportunity which our meeting 
aflbrds us, of congratulating Your Majefty on the fplen- 
did naval vidories gained in the courfe of laft year by 
Your Majefty's arms at' the mouth of the Nile, and on 
the coaft of Ireland,, under the condud of Lord Nelfon, 
and Sir John Borlafe Warren ; — vidories honourable in 
the higheft degree to the good and gallant men by whom 
they were achieved, highly conducive to the national fe- 
curity, and mod. important in their confequences to the 
general ifliie of the war. And while our devout ac- 
knowledgments rife to the Lord of Hofts, from whom 
alone cometh wifdom and ftrength, on account of the 
brilliant events, which, tinder Your Majefty *s more im- 
mediate adminifiration, have contributed fo much to the 
advantage of the common caufe 5 we have beheld alfo, 
with the mdft grateful fatisfadion, the rapid tide of vic- 
tory, which has followed of late the arms of Your Ma- 
jefty's Allies on the Continent : And we cherifti the 
hope, that by a continuation of fuccefs. Your Majefty 
will be foon enabled, in concert with Your Allieis, to 
bring this arduous conteft to a termination, glorious to 
our coutitry, and falutary to the general interefts of 
\Europe. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, may proted Your M.ajefty*s perfon, dired your 
Councils, and profper Your Adminiftration ; that, he 
may blefs our Gracious Queen, their Royal Highnefles 
the Prince and Princefs of 'Wales, and all the Royal Fa- 
.mily J and that after reigning long witb wifdom and fe- 
licity^ 
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ligit^/ over a free, haM>y and grateful peofde, Yqq nlay 
receive that crowa of cighteouihefs which fadotb not 
away, are (he earneft prayers «if, 

May it pleafe Tour Maj^fty, 

Your Majefty^s mod dutiful^ 

Moft faithfuli. 

And moft obediem: Sobjeds, 

*rbe Minifies and Ehkrs mtt m tUr Qtt- 
neral Jffmbfy qfi tie Cbiifck of Snthnd, 

» 4 

Signed in: out name. 
In our prefeoce, 

And at our appoiotmooir, by« 

May sj. 1799. S J 

WILLIAM MOODIE, M;*r<»«fl;?. 



0eclaratory A£l of the Genexat AiEmr 
bly of the Church of Seotlandi re* 
^£ting unqualified MiniftetSr ancEf 
Preachers. 

Edinburgbf May 28. 1799; SeJJ', 5... . 

TIE General Aflembly having received Overture*, 
from many Synods, which propofe thatTome efli;C' 
-tual regulations fhall be made in order to prevent- per- 
fbns not duly qualified from being, employed to preach, 
the word, and to difpenfe the other ordinances of the 
Gofpelintbe congregations under the care of the Church ; 

confidering 



GENERAL JSSEMBLr, 1759. 13 

confidering tkat the rules laid down by the ApqiHes of 
our Lord, require from all who are invefted with the fb- 
lemn truft of committing the miniHry of the word to 
others, prudence and firidnefs in the trial and judgment 
of thofe whom, in the exercife of that triift, they pro- 
nounce faithful and apt to teach ; confidering, that the 
laws of this Church, in conformity to the niles of Scrip- 
ture, have prefcribed a certain previous colirfe of edu- 
cation as neceflary for all the Probationers thereof, and 
have direded the Prefbyteries of this Church to employ 
inquiries and trials of various kinds, in order that they 
may be fully fatisfied concerning the literature, found 
dodrine, and fleady attachment to our conftitution in 
Church and State, of thofe who apply to them for a li- 
cence to preach the Gofpel : And confidering further, 
that the judicial proceedings of the General Afiembly, 
in particular cafes, have interpreted and enforced thofe 
laws 5— do hereby enact and declare. That it is agree- 
able to the conftkution, the laws, and the decifions of 
this Church, that no Probationer, who has obtained a 
licence without the bounds of this Church, or who has 
liot obtained a licence from fome Prefljytery of this 
Church J and no ordained perfon, who did not obtain 
his licence from a Prelbytery of this Church, or who, 
either by going without the bounds of the Cliurch to ob- 
tain ordination, although he was not called to a parti- 
cular congregation in another country^ or by any other 
part of his condud, has forfeited the licence which he 
had obtained, (hall be held qualified to accept of a Pre- 
fentation, or a Call, to any Parifli in this Church, or to 
any Chapel of Eafe conneded therewith : And the Ge- 
neral Afiembly do hereby enjoin all the Prefbyteries of 
this^Church, if a Prefentatlon or a Call to any fiich Pro- 
batiooer, or ordtiined perfon as is defi:ribed in this Ad, 
fliall at any time be given in to them, inftantly to pro- 
nounce a fentence, refufing to fuftain fuch Prelentation 
or Call, and declaring it null and void. 

And further, the General Afiembly confidering, that 
it is of thegreatefl; importance to the interefts of true 
religion, to the found inftrudion of the people, to the 
quiet of their minds, and the peace of the Church and 
State, that Unqualified Perfons, who intrude themfelves 
into the miniftry of the word, fliall not receive any 
countenance from the Minifters of this Church ; more 
efpecmlly in the prefent time^, when Men, who avow 
their hoftility to our Ecclefiaftlcal Eftabliftiment, and 
their contempt of all the rules which the wifdom of 
our ancefl:ors framed, upon the model of Scripture, for 

D the 
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the orderly dlfpenfation of the word and facraments, 
are traverfing all tine diftrids within the bounds of this 
Church, and attempting to alienate the minds of the 
people from their eflabliftied teachers j confidering alfo, 
that it is eflential to the unity and good order of the 
Church, and implied in the fundamental principles of 
Prefbyterian Government, that no Minifter ihall pre- 
fume to fet up his individual judgment in oppofition to 
the judgment of thofe to whom, at his ordination, he 
promifed fubjedion in the Lord ; and that every Mini- 
fter (hall confider himfelf as anfwerable to his Prefby- 
tery for the manner in which all the parts of Divine 
Service are perforrtied, during his incumbency, within 
the ftated Place of Worftiip provided by law for that 
Congregation which is committed to his care ; — ^do here- 
by DISCHARGE and PROHIBIT, undcf paiu of fuch cen- 
fures as the Judicatories of this Church may fee caufe 
to inflid, all the minifters of this Church, and the Mi- 
nifters of all Chapels of Eafe conneded therewith, from 
employing to preach, upon any occafion, or to difpenfe 
any of the other ordinances of the Gofpel, within any 
Congregation under the jurifdidion of this Church, Per- 
fotis who are not qualified, according to the laws of this 
Church, to accept of a prefentation, and from holditjg 
minifteriiai communion in any other manner with fuch 
perfons: And the General Aflembly do hereby enjoin 
all the Prefbytcries of this Church, to attend to any 
tranfgrellion of this prohibition which may occur with- 
in their bounds, and to fummon the Minifter, who is re- 
ported as being guilty of fuch tranfgreffion, to anfwer 
for his condudl. 

And the Aflembly ordain their Clerk to tranfmit a 
copy of this Ad, feparately printed, to each of the Mo- 
derators of the Preft)yteries of this Church, with an in- 
jundion to theni, to caufe the fame to be engrofled in 
the records of their refpedive Preft)yteries. 



VL 
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IR^'tran/mitted.'] \ 

Overture refpefting the Attendance of 
Students on the Divinity Hall. 



Edinburgh y May 2^. 1797. Sejf. alt. 

THE Committee on the Overture from the Syond of 
Aberdeen, refpeding the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on 
the faid Overture, Report to the Venerable Aflembly, 
That, in their opinion, it ought to be exprefled in the 
fpllowing terms, viz. " It is Overtured, that Students 
" in Divinity, who propofe to profecute theiif ftudies 
" for fix Seffions, fhould be required to give as much 
'* partial attendance, during .the currency of thofe Sef- 
•^ lions, in the Divinity Halls, which they refpedively 
" attend, as fhall, in the whole, amount to fix months." 
The General Aflembly approved of the above report, 
atid ordered the fame to be tranfmitted, as ah Overture, 
for the confideration of Prefby teries. 



VII. 
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VII. 

\Re-tranfmitted.'\ 

Edinburiby May 25. 1798. Sejf. 8. 

Up^R the Report of the Committee on the claufe of the Over^ 
ture from the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr^ refpe£ling the 
courfe ofUnivtrJity Education, to be obferved by Students 
previous to their entering the Div{nity Hall, the^ General 
JJfembly unanimoujly agreed to tranfmit the following Over- 
ture on that fubjea, to the feveral Prefbyt^ries of this 
Church, enjoining them to feud up their opinions thereon to 
the next AJfembly. 

Overture re%e<fting the Courfe of Uni- 
verfity Education,' to be obfervcd by 
Students, previous to their entering 
the Divinity Hall- 

WHEREAS it has been reprefented, That Students 
intended for the holy Miniftry, do fometimes 
hurry over their courfe of Philofophy in two Seflions of 
the Univerfity, it is overtured, that it be recommended 
to Students, previous to their entering a Divinity Hall, 
to ftudy Literature and Philofophy at an Univerfity, 
during a courfe of five complete Seflions, in the follow- 
ing order, viz. 

Seflion \J}, Humanity or Latin, with the Elements of 
Greek, in the firft Humanity and Greek Clafles. 

Seflion 2^, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity 
and Greek Clafles ; with the Elements of Mathematics. 

Seflion 3^, Logic, with Greek and Mathematics in the 
higher Clafles. 

Seflion ^th^-y Natural and Mqral Philofophy j but not 
Se(non 5^^, J both in the ilimc Seflion j together with 

Latin 
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Latin again^ or Greeks or Mathematics, in one or more 
of the higher Clafles, 

But that it (hall be exprefsly enaded, That no Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity (hall admit any Student into the Di- 
• vinity Hall, until he produce certificates of his having 
fhidied at an Univerfity, during three complete SeiGons, 
in the following Claffes, wx- 'Logic, together with Greek 
in the higher Greek Clafs ; and Natural and Moral Phi- 
lofophy ; it being, in this cafe, underilood, that fuch 
Students are weU grounded in Latin, and the Elements 
of Greek, previous to their entering the Univerfity. 



VIII. 

[Re-tranfmittedJ^ 

Edinburgh, May 28. 1798* Sejf. ult. 
UPON the Repeat of the Committee for claffing returns to Over^ 
tares, — The Affembty unanimoujly agreed to retranfmit the 
Overture refpe^mg the Licenjing of Probationers ; al/b the 
Overture refpeSing the Attendance of Students on the Di* 
vinity Hall i and particularly y enjoin fuch Prejbyteries as 
bavefent no returns y to fend up their Opinions to next Af^ 
fembfy} and that Prefbyteries Jbidl appoint a d^yfor the 
conjideration of tbefe two Overtures at their Jir/l Meeting 
after receiving the printed ASs ofAJJembfy} and that they 
jhaU alfo take into their confideration on the fame dayy the 
Overture refpe&itig the Courfe of Univerfity Education, to 
be obferved by Students previous to their entering the Divi- 
nity Rally tranfmitted by this Affembly. 

New Overture refpefting the Licenfing 
of Probationers- 

Edinburgh y May 25. 1792. Seff^ 8. 

THE General Aflembly having taken . under their fe- 
rious confideration, the great danger to which thp 
interefts of Religion and of this Church may be ex- 

E . pofed 
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pofed, by liceiifing any to preach the Gofpel who are 
not duly qualified for that important truft^ do hereby 
enad and ordain, That in all time coming the followitig 
regulations fhall be ftridly obferved : 

I. It is hereby enaded, That no Student fliall be en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlefs 
he fhall produce to the faid Profeflbr a certificate from 
the Minifter oPthe parifh in which he has his ufual re- 
fidence ; or in his abfence, or during a vacancy in faid 
parifh^ from fome neighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 
his charader is fuitable to his views j together with a 
diploma of Matter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral Profeflbrs of Philofophy, under whom he, hath 
iludied, from which it may be clearly a&enained that, in 
fome Univerfity or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome winter-IefEons of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are pro- 
rduced. 

II. The General Aflembly do likewife hereby^ ordain, 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, fliall 
continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity for the term 
of fix Seflions : Provided always. That if any Student 
hath given jegular attendance in the Divinity Hall du- 
ring tnree Se£^ons, his Courfe fliall be confidered as 
completed in four Seflions ; and that if he hath given 
regular attendance in the Hall during two Seflions, his 
Courfe fliall be confidered as completed iti five Seflions. 
And the Aflembly do further ordain. That in each of 
thefe; cafes, Students fliall be inrolled by the^Profefl5)rs 
during the feveral Seflions of their refpedive Courfes, 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Englifli; an 
Exercife and Addition, a Ledure *on fome large portion 
of ScrijH:ure, and a popular Sermon, together with fiich 
other exerciies as the Profeflbrs fliall think proper to 
prefcribe. And the Aflembly fiirther enad and declare. 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflx^r for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the preliminary fteps may be taken by the Prefby- 
tery during the currency of the lall Seflion of his Courfe, 
as above defcribed; with this limitation, that if the faid 
laft Seflion is to be claimed as a Seflion of regular at- 
tendance, he fliall^ toward the conclufion thereof, ob- 
tain 
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tain a new certificate of his attendance during its cur- 
rency, and ptodoce the fame to the Prefbytery or Synod. 

III. ProfefJbrs of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumflances may permit, to the condud of 
fiich Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
find it practicable, to infift that every Student fhall de- 
liver his firft Difcourfe fome time during his fecond Sef- 
fion, at the lateft, and the remainder of his Difcourfes 
at fiich periods as may enable him to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the laft Seflion of 
his Courfe* 

IV. When a Student is propofed to any Prefbytery, 
m order to be taken upon trials, the Preibytery AkiII be 
alone, and the motion for that piirpofe ihail Jie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
tinie, the Prefbytery fhall appoint the Member by whom 
the Student has been propofed, to lay before the faid 
meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 
Student, that are fpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth fedion of this ad i to defire him to attend the 
fame;- and to inform, him, that, previoufly to the meet- 
ing, be ought, as far as circumflances may permit, tQ 
wait on fuch Miniflers of the Prefbytery as have net 
formerly had an opportunity of converfing with him in 
private* 

V. When the time appointed for confidering the mo- 
tion is arrived, the Prefbytery fhall flridkly obiferve the 
following regulations. 

jjiy The Prefbytery Ihall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in difcuffing the feveral preliminaries refpeding 
Students who are propofed for trials. 

2i, They fhall require fatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propofed for that purpofe has completed 
the twenty-firft year of his age. 

3^, No Student fhall be admitted to trials, unlefs he 
produces to the Prefbytery a certificate or certificates 
from the Profeflbr or Profeflbrs of Bivinity, under 
whofe tuition he hath fludied, hearing, that he hath pro- 
fecuted his ftudies, and delivered his Difcourfes, in the 
manner prefcribed by this ad;; and that his condud, as 
far as confifls with the knowledge of the faid Profeflbr, 
or Profeflbrs, has^ been in every refped fuitable to his 
views in life. And the General Aflembly do likewi& 
herebj enad, That the Prefbytery fhall record at fuU 
- length 
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length the faid certificate, or certificates, in their nai- 
nutes : And it is hereby enaded and decJlared^ That the 
Student having lodged fuch certificate or certificates, 
fhall be entitled to obtaia ^xtrads t)f the fame, if de- 
manded. 

4/^, No Prefbytery fliall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report ; 
found in his principles ; pious, fober, grave^ and prudent, 
in his behaviour ; of a peaceable, difpofition ; and well 
affeded to the happy eftablifhfnent in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. And, that the Prefbytery may 
preceed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu- 
liar importance, they fliall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during the 
year, preceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or 
he fliall produce fufficicnt tefiimontals from the Preiby* 
tery, in whofe bounds his refidence has chiefly been, du- 
ring that term, bearing, that his chara^er is fuch as is 
defcribed in the immediately preceding ientence of this 
paragraph, and recommending him, in thefe refpeiSs, to 
the Preibytery before whom the • propofal is made, as a 
proper perfon to be entered upon trials. 

»5/i. The Prefljytery (hall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
lias made a competent degree of proficiency in thofe fc-» 
veral branches of knowledge which arc necefllary to en» 
able him to be an ufeful Preacher of the GofpeL And 
the General Afl!embly ordain, that the Pre£bytery, in 
order to procure full information in this refpetftj,. fhall 
examine the Student (Iriiftly, and privately, on his know<- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philo* 
fophy and Theology. 

6/A, If, after thefe preliminary fteps have been taken, 
the Prefl)ytery fliall be of opinion that the Student is 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fliall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Prefhyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar itionths 
at leaft before the meeting of the fame, informing, them 
oF the Prcfliytery's intention to take the Student upon 
Public Trials, and bearing, that the certificate!, or certi- 
ficates in his favour, which are required by this ad, 
have been regularly laid before them. Btit it is hereby 
provided. That within the bounds of fiich Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be entitled^ to 
have thefe circular letters written half a-year fooncr 
than would be otherwife competent. 

VL The 
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VI. The General Afflembly do likewife hereby enad 
and declare, That, at the requeft of the Student^ it {hall 
be competent to any Prelbytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certify- 
ing to the Prelbytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary Heps have been 
taken according to the diredions of this ad ; and that 
fuch parts of the Public and Private Trials as have been 
already gone through have been received with appro- 
bation. 

VII. If a Student have ftudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Proteftant Univerfities, which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he fhall, when he is propofed to 
any Prelbytery for trials, be required to produce fatis- 
fying teftimonials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faid 
Univerfities j and the time which thefe profeflbrs (hall 
certify to have been employed by him in ftudying Divi- 
nity under their tuition, (hall be computed in the fame 
manner as if be had profecuted his lludies in any of the 
Univerfities within the bounds of this Church. But it 
is hereby provided. That no Student, in fuch circum- 
Aances, Ihall be admitted even to thofe private trials 
which are appointed to be taken before the writing of 
the circular letters, fooner than fix kalendar months af- 
ter his arrival in Scotland. 

VIII. The General Aflembly ordain, That, if a Pref- 
by tery propofe to take a Student upon Public Trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required, public intimation thereof (hall be made 
at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Sy- 
nod, which fhall not be the laft diet thereof: And the 
Prelbytery clerk is hereby required to tranfmit to the 
Synod clerk an extrad of the certificate or certificates 
laid before the Prelbytery in favour of the Student, in 
order that the fame may be produced at this diet of the 
Synod. And it is likewife hereby ordained. That at 
fome fubfequent diet of the Synod, particular iilquiry 
fhall be made, whether any of the members of the Court 
has any objedion to offer againft the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials : And that the Synod then, ta- 
king: into confideration the extradt produced, and the 
-whole of the c^fe, fhall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Prelbytery to admit the Student on trials : 
Or, if in any cafe the Prelbytery clerk fhall fail to tranf- 
mit the extrads of the certificates above mentioned, the 
Student may produce to the Synod, by himfelf, or by 

^ F any 
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any Member of the Court, the extrad of the fame, which 
by this ad he is entitled to obtain. 

IX. If the Sjrnod (hall allow the Student to be taken 
upon Public Trials, the Pfefbytery fliall proceed therein 
with all convenient fpeed j and the Aflembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student, and in 
the order herein mentioned: lyf, Catechetic trials on 
Divinity, Chronology, and Church Hiflory; 2^, A 
trial on the Hebrew and Greek languages ; 3 J, An Ex- 
egefis in Latin on fome controverted Head in Divinity j 
4r^, A Homily in Englifh ; $tb^ An Exercife and Addi- 
tion ; 6/A, A Ledure on fome large portion of Scripture ; 
'j/tb^ A popular Sermon ; it being underflood, that if the 
Prefbytery fee caufe, they may examine the Student 
upon the fubjed of thefe feveral Difcourfes. 

X. The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing fedion of this ad, the Prefbytery are ordained to 
proceed in the following order. 

i/. They fhall, deliberately and f«riouily, take a con- 
jund view of the whole trials ; and if they (hall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 
perform the* duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Gofpel, they fhall by no means grant him a Licenfe in 
his prefent circumflances. 

2df if, upon this review of the trials, the Prefbjrtery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they fhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 

3^, The Prefbytery fhall then propofe to the Student 
the queflions that are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs Trials by ad loth, Aflembly 1711, and require him 
to fubfcribe the Formula which is prefcribed by the faid 
ad. And the General Aflembly flridly prohibit all 
Prefbyteries from iicenfing any Student to i»*each the 
Gofpel, who fhall not give explicit and fatisfying an- 
fwers to thefe queflions, and fubfcribe the faid Formula. 

4tby The Prefbytery fhall order the ad of Aflembly 
1759, againft Simoniacal pradices, to be read t6 the 
Student in their prcferice. 

L^fyj The Prefbytery fhall appoint their Modera- 
tor to licenfe the Student to preach the Gofpel, and or- 
der their Clerk to fumifti him with an extrad of his li- 
cenfe. 

XI. For 



GENERAL JSSEMBLr, lygg.^ 23 

XL For the better obferrance of this aft, the Gete- 
Tal Aflembly ordain, ijl, That it fliall be printed among 
their other printed adls : 2d, That it fliall be printed by 
itfelf^ in fome convenient form y 3//, That a copy of 
this feparate edition fliall be tranfinitted to each Pro- 
fefljbr of Divinity in the Univerfities of Scotland j and 
that the faid Profeflfors fliall read the fame in their re- 
fpefiive Halls, once at leafl; during every Seflioni and at 
fuch times as they have reafon to exped the attendance 
of the greateft number of Students for that Seflion ; and, 
laftfy. That a copy of the fame edition fliall likewife be 
tranfinitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Prefl>ytery, 
within the bounds of this Church, and that the faid 
Clerks fliall keep the fame along with their minutes^and 
bring it up to each meeting of their refpeftive Courts, 
fer the ufe of the Members. 



IX. 

Commission of the General Aflembly 
to certain Minifters and Ruling El- 
ders, for difcufling affairs referred to 
them- 

Edinburgh, June 1: 1799. SeJT. 9. 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do nomi- 
nate, commiiEoa and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
William Moodie, one of the minifters of the City, and 
Profeflbr of Hebrew in the Univerlity, of Edinburgh, 
their Moderator : And, — From the Prejbytery of Stratb^ 
bogie, Mr Alexander Angus at Botriphnie, Mr John Fin- 
later at Glafs, Minijiers i Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling EJ^ 
der : — From the Prejbytery of Aberlour^ Mr George, 
Cruikfhank at Rothes, Mr William Spence at Inveraven, 
Minijiers s The Honourable Arthur Duff, Efq; of Orton, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Abernetby, Mr Pa- 
trick Grant at Duthil, M r Gregor Grant at Cromdale 

Minivers s 
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Minijlersi Dr Gregory Grant, phyfician in Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Elgin, Mr William 
Gordon at Elgin, Mr James Gillan at Speymouth, Mini- 
Jiers ; The Moll Noble the Marquis of Huntly, Ruling 
Elder:— From the Burgb of Elgin, Mr William Blair, 
writer to the Signet; — From the Prejbytery of Forres, Mr 
David Miln at EdinkelHe, Mr William Stephen at Raf- 
ford^ Minijiers j George Cumin of Relugas, Efq; Ruling 
Elder : — From the Burgb of Forres, Mr Robert Gordon, 
writer to the Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Nairn, Mr 
Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Donald Mitchell at Ardclach, 
Minijiers ; Mr Alexander Grant, writer to the Signet, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery oiIm)ernefs, Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer at Invernefs, Mr William Smith at Petty, 
Minijiers; Simon Frafer of Faraline, Efq; Ruling Elder : 
—From the Prejbytery of Cbanonry, Mr Robert Arthur at 
Kirkmichael and Cullicuden, Mr Roderick Mackenzie 
at Kilmuir Wefter, Minijiers ; Mr William Sprott, Soli- 
citor at Law, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — ^^From the Pre/- 
bytery of Q'ain, Mr, Alexander Monro at Edderton, Mr 
Angus Maciatofli at Tain, Minijers ; Charles Rofs, Efq; 
Advocate, Ruling Elder :^^FTom the Prejbytery of Ding^ 
wall, Mr James Dallas at Contin, Mr Daniel Rofe at 
Dingwall, Minijiers j Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Aber- 
tarpb^ Mr Patrick Grant of Boleflceen, Mr Thomas Rofs 
at Kilmanivai^, Minijiers s Coll Macdonald, Efq; of 
Dalnefs, Ruling Zlder : — From the Prejbytery of Sky, Mr 
Donald Mackinnon at Strath, Mr Donald Maclean at 
Small Ifles, Minijiers; The Right Honourable Lord 
Macdonald, Ruling Elder .-—From the Prejbytery of Uiji^ 
Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, Dr John Macleod 
at Harris, Mini/lers j Mr Hedor Macdonald Buchan- 
nan, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Locbcarron, Mr Colin Maciver at Glen- 
elg, Mr Lauchlan Mackenzie at Lochcarron, Mini- 
Jlers ; Bailie Daniel Miller, merchant, Canongate, RuU 
tng Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Tongue, Mr Wil- 
liam Thomfon at Durnefs, Mr James Dingwall at Farr, 
Minijiers ; Mr William Maclean, merchant, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Caitbnefs, Mr 
George 'Mackenzie at Olrick, Mr William Smith at 
Bower, Minijiers ; Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter, Baronet, 
Ruling Elder: — B>om the Burgb of Wick, Mr James 
Horne, writer to the Signet: — From the^ Prejbytery of 
Kirkwall, Mr James Watfon at South Ronaldfay, Mr 
Robert Yule at Kirkwall, Minijiers s Mr Thomas Gor- 
don 
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don, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From thePr^ 
bytery of Cairjione, Mr John Malcohn at Firth and Sten- 
nefs, Mr Gavin Hamilton at Hoy and Graemefay, Mini- 

Jiers ; Commiffioner Rerd, Ruling Elder: — From the 

' Prejbytery of North IJles, Mr William Grant ait Crofs Pa- 
ri(h, Mr James Paterfon at Roufay, Minijiers j Commif- 
fioner Grieve, Ruling Elder: — From tht Prejbytery of 
Zetland, Mr James Sands at Tingwall, Mr John Nicolfon 
at Unft, Minijiers s Profeflbr Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Edinburgh, Dv 
William Gloag, Edinburgh, Dr John Walker at Coling- 
ton, Dr Thomas Davidfon, Edinburgh, Mr Robert Wal- 
ker, Canongate, Mr David Black, Edinburgh, Mr James 
Grant at Liberton, Minijiers j Andrew^ Wauchope, Efq; 
of Niddry Marfhall, Bailie George Spankie, Ephraim 
Lockart, Efq; of the Cuftoms, Leith, Ruling Elders : — 
From the City of Edinburgh, The Right Honourable Sir 
James Stirling, Baronet, Lord Provoft of the City, Mr 
•William Rankin, Convener of the Triides : — From the 
Prejbytery of Linlithgow, Mr Walter Jardine at Bathgate, 
Mr James Rhind at Whitburn, Mr JohnFergufon at Up- 
hall, Mr James Robertfon at Slamannan, Minivers j The 
Right Honourable Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, 
•writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders: — From the Burgh of 
Linlithgow, Robert Blair, Efq; of Avonton, His Majefty'i; 
Solicitor-General: — From the Burgh of ^leensferry, Mr 
James Taylor, fhipmafter in Qaeensferry : — From the 
.Prejbytery of Biggar, Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, 
Mr William Porteous at Kilbucho, Mr John Alpine at 
Skirling, Minijiers ; Mr David Stodart, tenant at Eafton 
of Duniyre, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of 
Peebles, Dr William Dalgllefh at Peebles, Mr Patrick 
•Robertfon at Eddlefton, Minijiers ; James Montgomery, 
Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh oi Peebles, 
Mr Thomas Cranftoun, writer to the Signet: — From the 
Prejbytery oi Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Inverefk^ 
Mr Ebenezer Marfhall at Cockpen, Mr Lellie Moodie at 

^ Newton, Minrjers J The Right Honourable the Lord 
Advocate, Ruling Elder :—¥ torn the Prejbytery of Had- 
dington, Dr Robert Lorimer at Haddington, Mr Andrew 
Nifbet at Garvald, Mr George Goldie at Athelftoneford, 
Minijiers j William Law, Efq; of Elvingftone, Ruling El- 
der : — From the Burgh of Haddington, Robert Roughead, 
Efq; prefent Provoft of Haddington :— From the Burgh 
of North Berwick, Sir Hew Hamilton Dairy mple of Bar- 
geny and North Berwick: — From the Prejbytery of 
Danbar, Mr Alexander Davidfon at Stenton, Mr An- 
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drew Spence at Cockburnpath, Minijiers ; The Ho- 
noijirable Charles, Earl of Hadinton, Ruling Elder : 
— Froth the Frejbytery of Dunfe^ Mr William Simpfon 
at Greenlaw, Mr James Baird at Eccles, Minijiers i 
Mr Mathew Sandilands, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder : — From the- Frejbytery of Cburnfide^ Dr Walter 
Anderfon at Churnfide, Mr Robert Scott at Coldftream, 
Minijiers ; George Buchan, Efqj of Kello, Ruling Elder : 
— ^From the Frejbytery of Keljo, Mr Robert Turnbull at 
SprOufton, Mr Robert Robertfon at Ednam, Minijiers j 
Sir James Pringle of Stitchell, Baronet, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Frejbytery of Jedburgh^ Mr William Brown at 
Bedrule, Mr David Brown at Crailing, Dr Thomas So- 
merville at Jedburgh, Minijiers j Mr James Dickfon, 
merchant, Hawick, Ruling Elder : — From the Frejbytery 
of Lauder, Mr William Shiells at Weftruther, Mr Henry 
Garnock at Legertwood, Minijiers j George Baillie, Efq; 
of Jervi(\v,ood, Ruling Elder: — From the Frejbytery of 
Selkirk, Mr Charles Paton at Etterick, Mr James Hay at 
Robertpn, Minijiers >• Mark Pringle, Efqj of Clifton, Ru- 
ling Elder: — ^From the Burgh of Selkirk, Mr Alexander 
Cunningham, jeweller in Edinburgh : — From the Frejby- 
tery of Annan, Mr Alexander Monelaws at Kirkpatrick 
Fleming, Mr John Morgan at Gratnay, Minijiers s Jo- 
feph Norres, Efqj of Newfield, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Frejbytery of Langholm, Mr John Ruflell at Canoby, Mr 
William Brown at Eflcdalemuir, Minijiers ^ Mr John 
Peat, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From the 
Frejbytery of Locbmaben, Mr William- Sibbald at John- 
flon, Mr William Singer at Wamphray, Mr David Dick* 
fon at St Mungo, Minjlers j Mr Henry Jardine, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Lochmaben, 
Mr William Johufton, writer, Edinbui'gh : — From the 
Frejbytery of Fenponty Mr James Wilfon at Tynron, Mr 
John Williamfon at Durefdeer, Minijiers; Mr Thomas 
Black in Glencairn, Ruling Elder : — From the Frejbytery 
of Dumfries, Dr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, 
Dr William Burnlide at Dumfrle?, Mr Jofeph Eifton at 
Troquir, Minijiers .; Thomas Crichton, younger of Auch - 
infkeoch, Efqj Ruling' Elder : — From the Burgh of Dum- 
fries, Mr Hugh Corrie, writer to the Sigiiet : — From the 
Frejbytery oi Kirkcudbright, Dr Robert Muter at Kirkcud- 
bright, Mr Robert Gordon at Carsfairn, Mr Alexander 
Macgown at Dairy, M/V;{//^rjj James Gordon, younger 
of Culvenan, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From 
the Burgh of Wigton, Mr John Jeffrey, writer, Edin- 
.burgh : — From .the Burgh of Whithorn^ Mr John Bufhby, 
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SherifF-clerk of Dumfries : — From the Trejbytery of Stran- 
raer, Mr William Rofe at Kirkolm, Mr Andrew Mac- 
cubbin at Lefwalt, Minijiers j Mr Thomas Adair, writer 
to the Signet, Ruling Elder ; — From the Burgh of Stran- 
raer^ Mr Thomas Smith, one of the Principal Clerks to 
the Bills : — From the Prejbytery^ of Ayr, Dr Thomas Mil- 
ler at Old Cumnock, Mr Stephen Young at Barr, Dr 
William Peebles at Newton upon Ayr, Mr John Lindfay 
at Auchinleck, Mr Robert Steven at Dalrymple, Mm- 
Jiersy Thomas Kennecjy, Efqj of Denure, James Ferguf- 
fon, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgh of 
Ayr, George Ferguffon,- Efq; Advocate :-— From the 
Prejbytery of Irvine, Mr John Fullarton at Dairy, Mr 
James Richmond at Irvine, Dr William Ritchie at Kil- 
winning, Minijiers p p^widi Boyle, Efq;^ Advocate, Ruling 
Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Paijley, Mr Robert An- 
derfon at Eaftwood, Mr James Smith at Abbey Church, 
Mr William Hood at Neilfton, Mr Jonathan Ranken at- 
Pallley, Minijiers ; Robert Barclay, Efq; Chief Magi- 
ftrate of Paifley, Archibald Campbell, Efq; younger of 
Cla thick, Ruling Elders : — From the Prejbytery of Hamil- 
ton, Mr John Scott at Avendale, Mr Alexander Fleming 
at Hamilton, Mr John Robert fon at Cambuflang, Mini- 
jiers -^ ProfefFor George Jardine, Glafgow, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prefbytery of Lanark, Mr George Mark at 
Carnwath, Mr William Maccubbin at Douglas, Minijiers ^ 
John Fullarton, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Glajgow^ Dr William Taylor at Glafgow, 
Mr Robert Balfour at Glafgow, Mr Archibald Proven 
at Cadder, Mr William Finlay at Eagleflaam, Minijiers ; 
Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Baronet,^ Mr Andrew 
Paton, merchant in Glafgow, Ruling Elders : — From the 
City of Glajgow, John Dunlop, Efq; of Rofebank :• — 
From the Burgh ox Rutherglen, Mr James Davidfon, wri- 
ter to the Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Dumbarton, 
Mr David Macgibbon ftt Biiciianan, Mr John Mitchell at 
Fintray, Mr William Macartney at Old Kilpatrick, Mi- 
nijlers}, The Right Honourable the I^ord Prefident, Ru- 
ling Elder : — From the Burgh oi Dumbarton, Archibald 
Campbell younger of Succoth, Efq; : — From the Prejby- 
tery o^ Dunoon, Mr Archibald Maclea at Rothfay, Mr Hugh 
MacSavifli at Inverchaolan, A//«///i?;v ; John Lailiont of 
Lamont, Efq; Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh oi Rflthjay, 
William Macleod Bannatyne, Efq; of Kames, (now one 
of the Senators of the College of Juftice) : — From the 
Prejbytery of Kintyre, Dr John Smith at Campbelton, 
Mr William Frafer at Glglia, Mr James Mackintolli, 
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at KUlarow, Minijlers ; Robert Davidfon, Efq; Advocate, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Burgh of Campbelton, William 
Campbell, Efq; of Fairfield : — From the Burgh of Inve- 
raryj Humphrey Trawfurd Campbell, Efq; younger of 
Alhnifli : — From the Prejbytery oi Lorn, Dr Jofeph Mac- 

. intyre at Glenorchy, Mr x\lexander Macintyre at Kil- 
chrenan, Minijlers ; John Campbell of Lochend, Efqj 
Ruling Elder: — ^^From the Prejbytery of Mull/Mv Alexan- 
der Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr Archibald Macar- 
thur at Kilninian, Minijlers; R%nald Macdonald, Efqj 
Advocatej Ruling Elder : — From the Prefoytery of Dun^ 
keldy Mr William Innerarity at Caputh, Mr Alexander 
Niven at Dunkeld, Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin, 
Mr Laurence Butter at Lethindy, Minijlers-^ John Ha- 
gart, Efq; Advocate, Mr John Macritchie, waiter in 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — rFrom tht Prejbytery of Pertb^ 
Mr Lewis Dunbar at Kinnoul, Mr John Inglis at Tib- 

^bermuir, Mr William Aitken at Scone, Mr John DufF at 
Kinfauns, Mi;ii/?^rj ; Mr Alexander Beatfon, writer to 
the Signet, Barlie James Dickfon, bookfeller, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elders : — ^From the Prejbytery of Stirling^ Mr Ro- 
bert .Urey^///V at Airth, Mr John Watfon at Dollar, Af/- 
nijlers; Wiljiara Murray, Efq;of Touchadam, Ruling El- 
der: — From the Prejbytery o£ Aucbterarder^Mr JohnScott. 
at Muthill, Mr Colin Baxter at Monyvaird, Mr Patrick 
Macifaac at Gafk, Minijlers ^ Patrick Murray, younger 
of Auchtertyre, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: — ^^From 
the Prejbytery of Dunblane, Mr Chriftopber Tait at Kin- 
cardine, Mr John Campbell at vKippen, Minijlers \ Mr 
WilliamCampbell, writer, Edinburgh : — From the Pr(/Z[y- 
tery bi Dunfermline^ Mr David Balfour at Toryburn, Mr 
\Valter Macalpin at Culrofs, Mr William Daling at 
dielh, Minijlers 'y Sir Charles Prefton of Velayfield, Az/- 
Ung Elder : — From the. Prejbytery oi JCirJicaldyj Mr George 
Shaw at Abbotshall, Mr Andrew Grant at Portmoak, 
Mr George Muirhead at Dyfart, Minijlers ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Roger Ayton of Inchdairney, i?«//>/^ Elder: — 
From the Burgh o£ BruntiJIandy Mr Andrew Ifedale, mer- 

. chant, Bruntifland : — From the Prejbytery of Cupar^ Dr 
Samuel Martin at Monymeal, Dr Andrew Brown atFa4k- 
land, Mr Jofeph Crlchton at Ceres, Mr John Cook at 
Kllmeny , Minijlers ; George Greenlaw of Hilton, Efq; Mr 
Walter Cook, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — From 
the Prejbytery oi St Andrew* s, Profeflbr Charles Wilfon, St 
Mary's College, Mr Alexander Small at Kilconquhar, Mr 
James Hunter at Deninno, Mr James Clerk at Ely, 
MiffiJ/rrs} Lieutenant Colonel Akxander Monypenny 
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of Pitmilly, Profeflbr John Rotberam, UnitM College, 
Rulihg Elders :— From the Bur^ x>f St Andrew's, Jofeph 
Maccormick, Efq; Advocate: —From the Univerjity oi 
St Andrew's, Dn George Hill, Principal of St Mary's 
College : — From the Bur^b of Crail, Mx Thomas Weir, 
writer, Edinburgh : — From the Prejbytery of Metgle, Mt 
James Stormoiith at Airly, Mr Patrick Maclaren at 
Ruthven, Mr William Haldane at jSlenifla, Minijiers ; 
Sir William Ramfay of Banff, Baronet, jR»ft>/^ Elder t-^ 
From the Prejbytery of Forfar^ Mr James Lydn at Glamis, 
Mr John Bruce at Forfar, Mimjlersi Profeflbr Hen- 
ry David Hill, St Andrew's :*--From the Prejbytery cf 
Dundee^ Mr William Maul at Moneikie, Mr Charles 
Cunningham at Lundie and Foalis, Mr Patrick Macvl- 
car at Dundee, Minijiers s George Paterfon, .Efq; of 
Caftlehuntly, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of 
Aberbrotbocky Mr James Will at Guthrie, Mr David Traill 
at Panbride, Minijiers ; Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, 
Canongate, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Bre^ 
chin, Mr Robert Hannah at Strickathrow, Mr Alexander 
BuMiet at Caraldftone, Ma: James Burns at Brechin, 
Minijiers s Charles Hope, Efq; Advocate, jR^//>55f £/^/^r.- 
—From the Prejbytery of Fordoun^ Mr James Walker at 
Dunnotter, Mr Robert Croll at Bervie, Mr George Cook 
at Laurencekirk, Minijiers j John Burnett, Efq; Advo- 
cate, Ruling Elder .--^From the Prejbytery of Aberdeen, Mr 
William Strachan at Durris, Dr William Laurence 
Brown, Principal, Marifchall College, Aberdeen, Dr 
Gilbert Gerard, Profeflbr of Divinity in King's College, 
Mr George Allan at Newhills, Minivers; William Ro- 
bertfon, Efq; Procurator for the Church, William' Simp- 
fon, Efq; Cafliier to the Royal Bank, Ruling Elders : — 
From the Prejbytery of Kincardine O'Neal, Mr George 
Brown at Glenmuick, Mr Robert Farquharfon at Cold- 
ftone, Mr Alexander Heilderfon at Echt, Minijiers; Wil- 
liam Macdonald, Efq; of Renetton, Ruling Elder :^^ 
From the Prejbytiry pi Alford, Mf Thomas Birnie at 
Alford, Mr William Sperice at Glenbucket, Mr Alexan- 
der Urquhart at Touch, Minijiers; James Gordon, Efq; 
younger of Craig, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of 
Ellon, Mr Thomas Tait at Ellon, Mr George Pirie at 
Slains, Minijiers; Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, Glafgow, 
Rding Elder} — From the Prejbytery of Garioch, Mr 
John Shand at Chapel Garioch, Mr Patrick Mitchtli 
at Kemnay, Mr William Cock at Culfalmond, Mi- 
nijiers s Mr William Gordon of Rothney, writer to 
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the, Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the Pre/by tery of 
Deer, Mr William Anderfon, at St Fergus, Mr Jaraes 
Greig at Pitfligo, Mr William Greig at Longfide, Mini" 

Jlersi Mr John Taylor, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder i-^Yrom the PreJbyUry of Turriff, Mr Robert DufF 
at King Edward, Mr William Stuart at TurrifF, Mini^ 

Jlers ; Mr Archibald Milne, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder :— From the Prejbytery ,of Fordyce, Mr Alexander 
Humphry at Fordyce, Mr Alexander Gray at Ordi- 
quhill, M/«i/?tfrj ; Mr George Andrew, writer in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder : — And the General Afleinbly added 
thereto, Dr James Finlayfon, one of the Minifters of 
Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator : and alfo from 
the Burgh of Renfrew, Mr John Connell, Advocate, whofe 
coramiffion had been rejedled on account of informali- 

X ty i TO BE Commissioners of this General Ailembly, to 
the efFed after mentioned ; with power to the faid Com- 
miflioners, or their quorum, which is hereby deglared 
to be any thirty-one of the faid Commiffioners, where- 
of twenty-one are always to be Minifters, to meet and 
convene within the Aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the 
firft day after the diflblution of this Aflembly, at ten of 
the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the fecond 
Wedne£day of Auguft, third Wednefday of November, 
:and the firii Wednefday of March next to come, and 
oftener, when and where they (hall think fit and conve- 
jiient, with power to the faid Commiffioners to choofe 
their own Moderator: And likewife, the General Af- 
fembly fully empowers their faid Commiflioners, or 
their quorum above mentioned, to cognofce and finally 
determine, as they fliail fee caufe, in every matter re- 
ferred, or that (hall be referred to them, by an ^Gi or 
order of this Aflembly j and to do every thing contain- 
ed in, and 'Conform to the inftrudions given, or to be 
given by this AfTembly ; and to advert to the iritereft 
of the Church on every occafion, that the Church, and 
prefent eftablifhment thereof, do not fuffer or fuftain 
any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be 
anfwerable : Provided always, that this general claufe 
be not extended to particular affairs or prpcefTes before 
Synods or Preibyteries, that are riot of univerfal con- 
cern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it 
is hereby appointed, that no private proce(res be deter- 
mined, except at the four ftated diets j and what (hall 
be determined at one diet of the Commifllon, with re- 
lation to private caufes, ftiall be unalterable by any 
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other diet thereof, and fhall ftiind and continue in force 
till difapproved of by. the General. Afletnbly. And the 
Aflembly renews the inftrudions given by the General 
Aflembly in the year One thoufand feven hundred and 
feventeen to their Commilfion, and appoints the fame 
to Hand in full force as inftrudions to the Qommiilion- 
ers before named, and to be obferved by them in all 
points, as if the fame were fpecially here ihferted ; and 
that they inquire into the publifhing and fpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promotiog 
of opinions of whatever kind, iaconfiflent with our 
Confejffion of Faith y and that the recommenders of fuch 
books and pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, 
whether by word, writ, or print, be called before the 
faid Commilfion, to anfwer for the fame. And further, 
the faid Commilfion is hereby empowered to receive 
any references and appeals that fliall be matte to them 
from Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen fuch af- 
fairs for the next General Alleipbly ; and to contribute 
what they can to the fupprclfing of vice and immorali- 
ty, and give all needful advice and alfiftance to Synods 
and Prelbyteries, upon application to them for that 
end : Lik^wife, to take care that the impreflions of the 
Holy Scriptures y the Confeffion of Faith, and CateckifmSy 
and fuch books as are authorized by this Church, rela- 
ting to the dodrine, worlhip, difcipline and government 
thereof, be cofred; and give directions about printing 
the fame. And the Commiflioners are appciinted and 
empowered to keep a correfpondence'with the Commit- 
tee for reformation of the Highlands and Illands, for 
fupprelfing Popery and fuperftitibn, arid for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a refW- 
mation in thefe parts, and give alfiftance and concur- 
rence therein; and, if heed be, to apply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiflioners are hereby ftridly prohibited and 
difbharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them, as above mention- 
ed : And, in all their actings, they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conftitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of 
the fame ; declaring, that, in and for all their adiiigs, 
they. Ihall be accountable to, and cenfurable by, the 
next General Aflembly, as they Ihall fee caufe. And 
the General Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflioners 
particularly to obferve the ads of the General Aflem- 
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blies One thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and One. 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, refpeding the ap- 
plication of the public naoney ; which two ads are print- 
ed among the adts of Allembly One thoufand feven hun- 
dred and iixty-'One. And this Gommiflion is to conti- 
nue and endure rnitil another Commiflion be appointed ; 
and members are required to attend the diets of the 
faid CommlOion; and abfents therefrom are ordered to 
be noticed, according to the 17th ad of the General 
/Aflembly held in the year One thoufand feven hundred 
and fix. And for the better fecuring of a quorum, and 
attendance of members en the Commiflion, the General 
Aflembly prohibits the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Prefbytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 
on any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 
vof this GommifEon ; and fuch of the members of tbefe 
Prefby teries as are on the Commiflion, are required, all 
of them, to give attendance on the diets therjeof ; and 
the Prefbyteries at a greater diflance, who have four or 
more naejnbers ©n the Commiffion, are to take care, 
that at leaft two of them attend each diet of the fame : 
And the General Aflenibty appoint their Commjffion, at 
their firft meetings to difcufs as many of the caufes and 
queftions relative to the fettlement of vacant churches, 
^hich are or ihall be referred to them by the Aflem- 
bly, as they can overtake. And it is further provided, 
that when any Prefbytery or Synod of this Church fhall 
decline to comply with the fentencc of the Commiflion, 
or to give the fame a full execution, in that cafe the 
CommJfEon ts hereby prohibited to execute the fame, 
by appointing any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has 
been fome time the pradice, but fhall allow the fame to 
lie over to the enfuing Aflembly, to which fuch Prefby- 
teries or Synods fhall be anfwerable for fuch their con- 
dud, and are hereby appointed to fend up with their 
CommifSoners their reafons for the fame. And that in 
pafling tlieir fentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the fame, they flridly obferve the 1 ^th ad of the Af- 
fembly .One thoufand feven hundred a«d thirty-fix. 
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Commission to fome Minifters and 
Ruling Elders, for the Reformation 
of the Highlands and Iflands of Scot- 
land, and for ihanaging his Majefty*s 
Royal Bounty for that End. 

Edinburgh, June i. 1799. Sejf. 9* 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do, no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Df William 
MooDiE, one of the Minifters of the City, and Profef- 
for of Hebrew in' the Univerfity, of Edinburgh, their 
Moderator, all the Minifters who are members of the 
Prefljytery of Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Angus, Mr 
George Crdickftiank, Mr Patrick Grant, Mr William 
Gordon, Mr David Milne, Mr Hugh Calder, Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer, Mr Robert Arthur, Mr Alexander Munro, 
Mr Daniel Rofe, Mr James Dallas, Mr Patrick Grant, 
Mr Donald Mackinnon, Dr John Macleod, Mr Colin 
Maciver, Mr James DingwaliJ Mr William Smith, Mr 
James Watfon, Mr John Malcolm, Mr William Grant, 
Mr James Sands, Mr James Rhynd, Mr John Gordon, 
Dr William Dalgliefli, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Mr George 
Goldie, Mr Alexander Davidfon, Mr William Siropfoti, 
Dr Walter Anderfon, Mr Robert Turnbull, Mr William 
Brown, Mr WilHam^hiels, Mr Charles Paton, Mr John 
Morgan, Mr John Ruflell, Mr William Sibbald, Mr James 
Wilfon, Dr David Lament, Mr Stephen Young, Dr Wil- 
liam Ritchie, Mr Robert Anderfon, Mr John Scott, Dr 
William Taylor, Mr David Macgibbon, Mr Archibald 
Maclea, Mr William Frafer, Dr Jofeph Macintyre, Mr 
Alexander Campbell, Mr Alexander Niven, Mr Jphn 
Inglis, Mr Patrick Macifaac, Mr John Campbell, Mr 
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David Balfour, Mr George Shaw, Dr Samuel Martin, Mr 
James Clerk, Dr George Hill, Mr James Stormonth, Mr 
James Lyon, Mr William "Maule, Mr James Will, Mr 
Robert Hannah, Mr James Walker^ Dr Gilbert Gerard, 
Mr George Brown, Mr Thomas Birnle, Mr Thomas 
Tait, Mr John Shand, Mr William Anderfon, Mr Ro- 
bert Duff, Mr Alexander Humphry, Mr Macintofh at 
Tain, MiniJ^ers ; Mr Baron "Gordon, JDr Gregory Grant, 
The Marguis of Huntly, Mr George Cumin, Mr Robert 
Gordon, Mr Alexander Grant, Simon Frafer, Efq; Mr 
William Sproit, Charles Rois, Efq; Mr Kenneth Mac- 
kenzie, Mr Coll Macdonald,the Right HonouraWc Lord 
Macdonald, Mr Hc&xyr Macdonald Bochaiian, Bailie 
Daniel Miller^ Mr William Macle*aa,.Sir John Sinclair, 
Baronet, Mr Jan^es Honx^, Mr ThoaBas Gordon, Com- 
mifSooer Reid, Couuniflioner Grieve, Profeffor Dalzel, 
Andrew Wauchope, Efq; Bailie George Spankie^ 
Ephraim Lochart, Efq; The Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, 
Convener Ranken, Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, Mr 
Solicitor-General, James Montgomery, Efq; Mr Tho- 
mas Cranftoun, The Lord Advocate, William Law, Efqj 
Sir Hew Hamilton Dalrymple, -the Earl of Hadin- 
ton, Mr Mathew Sandilands, George Buchan, Elq; Sir 
James Pringle, Baronet, Mr Alexander Guoningham, 
Mr Jofeph Norris, Mr John Peat, Mr Henry Jardine, 
Mr William Johnfton, Mr Hugh Gorrle, Mr John Jaf- 
frey, Mr Thomas Smith, James Ferguflbn, Efq; George; 
Ferguilbn, Efq; David Boyle, Efq; Archibald Campbell, 
Efq; of Clathick, Profeflbr George Jardine, John Dun- 
lop, Efq; Mr James Davidfon, The Lord Prefident, Archi- 
.bald Campbell, Efq; John Lamont of Lamont, Efq; 
Lord Bannatyne, Robert Dav^idfon, Efq; William Camp- 
bell, Efq; of Fairfield, Ranald Macdonald^ Efq; John 
Hagart, Efq; Mr John Macritchie, Mr Alexander Beat- 
fon, Bailie James Dickfon, Mr William Campbell, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Roger Aytmi, Mr Walter Cook, Mr Tho- 
mas Weir, John Burnett, Efq; The Procurator, Mr Wil- 
liam Macdonald, Profeflbr Hugh Macleod, Mr William 
Gordon, Mr John Taylor, Mr Archibald Milne, Mr 
'George Andrew, Ruling Elders ; to be *)! Committee of 
this Aflembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 
Iflands of Scotland, for [promoting the knowledge of 
true religion, fiipprefling Popery and profanpnefs, and 
for managing the Royal Bounty for thefe ends, accord- 
ing to, and in terms of his Majefty's grant to this Af- 
fembly* In profecution of which purpofes, the Commit- 
tee are to appoint Preachers and Catechifts, to ga to fuch 
places as they fliall find, upon due information, to be the 
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TOOft' proper, according to bis Majcfty's defign, exprefled 
in Hts warranty and, in fo doing, that they hare parti* 
cular regard to (uch parilhes in &>uth Uiil, Small ifles^ 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, aBd 
Lochaber,and the other parilhes of the Synods of Glen- 
e\% and Argyle, which the Comniittee ihall find, by rea- 
fbn of the vaft extent, by the prevalency of Popery and -» 
ignorance, and other unhappy circun^ft^nces, to be ia 
the greateft diftrefs : And they {hall take care, that the 
pcrfons they employ be certified and found, upon due 
trial; to be properly qualified for thefe refpedlivc offi- 
ces, of good abilities for the fame, of a pious life and 
. converfation j prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ma- 
jefty, and of competent fkill in the principles of Divi- 
nity, and particularly in Popifli controverfies : Such 
Preachers and Catechifts being hereby appointed to be 
fubjed to, and under the infpedion of, the Prelbyteries 
of the bounds to which they are fent, who are to take 
. care that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved 
by them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed to ca- 
techife, and both they and the.Catechifts to inllruifl tbe 
people from houfe to houfe, and to viut the fick; and, 
in all their labour among the people, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 
ilian Protefltant religion, and the obligations they are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
• and obedience to the laws:. And the Committee ar^ 
empowered to give them, fuch inftrucSlions, as to their 
work and behaviour, as they fliall judge meet ; which 
inftcudions the Preachers and Catechifts are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Aflembly do further 
appoint the faid Committee to have a particular, regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the Committee of the Aflembly for managing the Royal 
Bounty, on the 30th of September 1730, approved by 
frequent Aflemblies ; and to take care that Prefbyteries, 
and others concerned, obferve the fame, which they are 
hereby ordered to do : Particularly, the AfTembly or- 
dains the feveral Prefbyteries to Infert, in their regi- 
flers, the Committee's appointments of the defignations, 
falaries, and ftations, of the feveral Miffionaries, and to 
have an exadl regard thereto, in all the letters they fhall 
write about the faid Miffionaries, and in giving of cer- 
tificates to them; and to diredt all their letters, con* 
cerning Miffionaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 
rator of the Committee ; which letters fhall be figned, 
at the appointment of the Prelbytery, by the Moderator 

or 
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or Clerk thereof: And the Aflembly does difcharge any 
payment to be made of the fala^ies of the Miffionaries, 
except upon receipts from the Miffionaries themfelres, 
and upon certificates from the Prelbyteries, bearing, 
that they have ferved for the time mentioned in the re- 
ceipts ; and that every Catechift, who receives a falary 
from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 
fhioners, or gentlemen of the diftrid^fhall pay a certain 
fum in aid of fuch falary, (hall infert, in the body of his 
receipt to the Caftiier, a declaration, that he has recei- 
ved the particular fttm fpecified ; and that the attefta- 
tion of the Prefbytery fhall, in like manner, bear, that 
•the Catechift has received the ftipulated fum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it 
being underftood by this refolution, that the feveral fta- 
tions, with regard to which fuch conditions were origi- 
nally made by ihe Committee, when no fuch declara- 
tion of the Catechift, or atteftation of the Prefbytery, 
as is now propofed, is received by the Caftiier, fliall be 
afterwards fupprefled by the Committee, though the Ca- 
twhift ftiall, notwithftanding, receive the falary for the 
time he is certified to have performed his duty : That a 
journal pf the itinerant's labours in the miniftry, of the 
miflion committed to him, be written on the back of 
the Preft)ytery's certificate, and figned by him, as. the 
ground on which the Prefl)ytery have granted him faid 
certificate. The General Aflembly do alfo empower 
the faid Committee to apply, for the purpofes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laft year's Royal 
i3ounty not difpofed of, by reafon of any of the Miflion- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; 
and that they are to keep a regifter of their proceed- 
ings, and likewife diftindt books of accounts, how the 
forefaid money is beftowed, which ftiall be patent to 
any concerned, who pleafe to infpecft the fame. Of the 
perfons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
live arc declared to be a quorifm, whereof three are to 
be Miuifters. But it is hereby appointed, That at the 
quarterly meeting of the Committee, in which the 
fcheme or eftabliftiment of Miffionaries for the enfulng 
year is to be approved' and determined,, not lefs than 
fourteen fliall be the quorum, whereof nitie fliall be Mi* 
nifters : and the faid Committee are appointed to have 
their firft general meeting at Pldinburgh, the firft law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firft of the ftated 
diets of the Commiflion of the General Aflembly; their 
fecond meeting (which is for fixing the annual fcheme) 
, upon 
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lipoh tlie fccotid' Thurfclay of July, 'with power to thdfe 
Members wlb'o i^^ be prefen^ to atijourn; arid 

their other two ^(?neral meeinngs the firft lawful days 
sfter.the ftated? meetiugs of the Commiflion of the Ge- 
nerarlAflembly, in November and March, within the 
Aflembly ayle, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, ex- 
cept that day ifhaH fall to be Saturday, ^nd then the 
meeting fli all be upon Monday next thereafter, at thte 
faid hour ; with power to the faid Committee to ad- 
journ themfelves to fuch times and places as they (hall 
find moft needful and convenient : Arid they are to keep 
a correfpondence with the Commiflion of the General 
Aflembly, and the Society for Propagating Chriftian 
Knowledge, and their Committee of 'Diredbrs, and to 
take their advice and afliftance j and alfo to correfpond 
with the Synods and Prefl)yteries concerned* They 
are likewife inftruded and empowered, as they ftiall fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Magifl:rate, 
for afliftance and fupport in Carrying on the defign of 
the Commiflion now given to them. And the General 
Aflembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
faid Royal Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he fliall be 
direded and ordered by the forefaid Committee^ and 
according to their rules. And the faid Committee are 
appointed to examine the accounts of, the diftribution 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame before the Lords 
Comoirflionersqf His MajeftyVTreafury^ of the Barons 
pf His Majefty's Court of Exchequer, and to report 
tKieir diligence to the GeneraF! Aflembly, to whom they 
are to be accountable: Ahd it is agreed. That no per- 
fon once employed and infcrt in the fcheme, fliall be 
ftruck out thereof for that year, but by the quorum of 
at leaft fourteen, whereof nine to be Minifters; and in 
cafe any complaint fliall be made againft any of them 
pn the fcheme, it fliall not be determined the firft ordi- 
nary meeting that the fame is offered, but it fliall lie- on 
the table till another meeting japd in the mean time, 
the jperfon complained of, and the Prefl^ytery of the 
bounds wherein he ofliciates, fliall be acquainted of fuch 
complaint, and thofe concerned be required . to, fend to 
the faid Committee a juft account of the matter. againft 
the next meeting. And it is further appointed, That 
after the yearly fcheme of ]Vl,iflionaries on the Royal . 
Bounty is fettled in manner above direded, a^d noiTce 
thereof given by letters to the Preflbytexies concerned, 
fuch Preft)yteries fliall ferid- up to the faid Committee 

K their 



t^eir anfvTOf 4» thefe :lf>tt^r«, ^ fiwtfepfl;, witJirtbeM: 
q9a5un.ifj»ftner«,tQ ^he <3ie<^fal.Afleni|bly, fef ihe ia«»«t .be 
npt ^^^n^ ipomsr^ a^dttl^ftt .the CoQ^m^tt^e, actbbir iSjrft 
ro^eting afi:^r..theO«n?ril;iVfl<MnbIy, 4w41t ewkamir «> 
coo^plcte t|»c ^i^?ct y^ap's fcfcwwf fth»nfelyp«> .*'*^Jif 
tbey caqapt <;piQple(;e it, they fliall panae a rub-coiwo|t.« 
t9» of their number for d^t purpofr^ :«rbp are.^tp lay, 
their dr^gfat thereof before a j^bfequ^nt meeiUng, 
\irhich is apppiajted tp pi^e^ as £bon after the xiJSupg ot 
the A^Csmbly a$ ppjQIble : Apd eQapowere4 tke jCommit^ 
tpe, ^t their fjirft meeting, to rejedl any petition for a 
new fi^tiop, in p^fe they j9)^ll fipd fufficient objei^ipps 
aigaipft it; ^ad thRt^ttie laid Committee, in making up 
th? fchem^of Mi^onarie^fjScc. do pot ^ceed the {um 
ipthegr^Pit, 



Edinburgb^ Jum jt 1799. Sejp, ult. 

FASToft.AL Admonitidn> ^ddrefT^ by .th^Ll^E- 
NERAL Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
'LAND, ftiet ^at JEdipbiurgh/M^y ft^. r7^^^ to 
all the' pEOPLk under theif CH^^ .iV^ . 

bsAJ^tY Sl^iaVJID BilETHREN, ' '\ ..\ ...... 

JOU weft kili)W that it has been prophefied iri Sctiptare, 
that Ik the lajl days perihns limes werei^ c^me,'wiAi m&ny 
teachers Jlwuld arifo^ VZ^^ri walking a/tier ibeir oxvn'iiijis^ 
and when mtnJJhsmid iurtL Mway their earxJHm the truth* The 
RtQphfcy ta» bee^ brought to Qiir refjolkdief) by. tbe ftihjje^ls, 
which, in ttie courfe of the ^ufinefs of this Aflen^b^y, have, come. 
iV34er oqr j^yiey^. . We, have coptemplated^ wit;h dfjvout yi^ve-. 
rgncG,' eventj jn/ffte condu<S of the Divipe Governrhjentj, which 
appear to us, to be'^ fulfilment of this pfophecy ; and, froin a 
ferife, of the dangers to vybich "you are expofed by thofe evfents; 
we feel flUrfelves bound in duty, and engaged by afedlkin, to 
iAuQ this fathelriy admon-ition, wbioh your Minifters, in thie name 
an(Pby authority of the. General AiTombly of the Church pfScoC- 
Ijtnd,. witt .W5l4 tQ yqu ftorji ,tlidfr Bulpit?., , i ^ o 1 

Itj^5 tqo well Hfl^^^ that,:jlfi ^ i^eighbpi|ying;(jlpuntry, ^n evU 
ajpd pernicious fpirit has arifefi, ^hicb, like a peftilential vapour, 

has 
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States. I'lie . Wrhjajfpy Nation oifitjie JFreacbi pot content witS 
hayJAg firft fla^gblbewQ.ilieir Spvirei^ and bVprtuiajied.tWj: ow^ 
Qpvevnmimtp jxot content Vitlx^ildeavonririg, by afts of viol^nce^ 
tQ fiibveit tiie.eJiabiiihql Gov?Tnmeots.0f otlicr.Natiqns, and. tp 
introilace aiubngit thfem their own princijles-.of jebeUiori 'and 
anarchy; Ijive alfq. junpiou^ atteroptted^ to' wage* op-ea war 
againft the Chriftian fa^ They,liave Ibut Vp/iheir Cau^^^^^ 
ftndied tol aboUlh^ the mcmpty of the ^liOiuiV day^^, dc.clar^d tl^.e 
I)filief^ 'pf :a ^vu^rA'atetobe.an^i^^ Jthelr 

enuflark^^ aiid\t¥pir num^rpiiVip^^^ have fouightl io 

fpi:ea4 every .wjlier^^afbrpad tlieir atheifticil fepets, and 'to x^d^x 
evpry Nation diHatisfied.wit^^^ wJtK'tb^jt 

j[^M^,6<>y.eriin)ents^ ,/ . ;, 

r.* IJenceHsarilp^^ that variety^ ipf bopjcs an^. p^inphjets^-co^^ 
Jaininjg tlje inoft i'mpi^Us qpinionvaxid propflg'^tihg tTie i]pkjt-^f 
IqditiJ4i>pnd reJi/sUipp, iwhicH bave^been diifeanriated with ^t^gjji 
ip^re aiiiongll ^ft^rpiiks.of niehlp this lahd^ Wiyle^fuch dodfipe? 
m abroad, and inany^jthroUjgh i^^ or iij^vertence, arai^ 

hazard, of being poiwiied ,by thenb, tbe folicitijae which, w^j en- 
ter'tam fpr/ypux wej^^^ in etpnity, Has led us to 

warn' you ,againll the feduftion of falfe Te^achers. Now is. the 
tiqf)e, Pear Scethren, to ihew that you are not afhamed of :j^pur 
Bletftd .Si\vjpui^^d|*of his. words; earn^ij to coTtti^nd /urtkc 
Jaitif 'wbicb was mce delivered ,uniq the, Saints'; and^tq reject 
\^itt^* cpqtemp;. and! ij>d,igriation'ftat faJ^fe^oliilbrbpliy,"pre^pnt 
\yith iies,^ \?hich has. wifC|Ught fo 

kind, Liften »ot tQ.any infinuations from ^t^^f^who f^ek'to^jgcc- 
vert'ydu from' th'p Toupd and good priqcipiipsVp^^ou *e^VVrJ^- 
bib,ed;,and bevyarp; particularly that, they rnttil. .n6t\ih.tq ypi[r 
mtpds fentinjents.pf airaffeaiqri to' that* wife *and rmli CoVkn- 
nVent under whicjh'ypu .live. .jUqi^ wi^K ^^ratitude,,. ta^t 

f" podaefs of the Aifniajiyy, \yiijpjjj' when {binany other N 
aye^been diftratRed^withjCm^^ Cjip^Qtioris^^lgr^ waSi^'by 

Hditfte d^v^ftations. his prefer Y^d'p^^^^ ^^li'iliw^;?^^^^ peac^;^ 
*^c^pry ma^- unier Jkis awri ^w/jO;ip?\i&i/"c[W^ ^^^kWS 

jwijh fafety. the flvit of hi5 IabQj^rSt:V.ni^er tn? Kbi^fSticm .pffavys^ 
y^ilch^ afford equal' jufl:ice to tlW jp.bw ao^d to\.tvQ rich. Inl^oad 
bf being captiVatiedj by that empty tbund of iijberty, which ]xas 
proved 'to. be oply ^pother nanije for ^anarchy' or tyranny,' leti T^^al 
tor true Reji^ iPrypUr mindsyiibued|with attach- 

ment* to our J b?jpp^* Cp^fi^tiitipni:^ a^ ' with ' ' fcp^^ltf to that 
tjiracipu^/Spv^eVeiff^ who^ JpiJoY.idence has -bleated US* 

*^'*Tt 1^ much, tQ.'bte Jiimented^Uhai^* wbile we ^V? .^STablted by 
laJJTe pn,ncipIes,^imP9it!:^4.^ abro^jd, there fliould of late 

haye arifeii aipbiig ourfeip§-.^ f^t. ^of men, whofe proceedings 
\}\Ti^iQn hq^^ . We'meah th6fe» who^ 

ajiumjhg the riame^pf I^ijiipiian wh^t. thi^y caUthe.Sor 

aety.for Propagating 'th<^ C^ Home, asif they hi^d fpme 

fpecial Qomtoiflibn froM !tieav.en, ,a^c at prclehf going . thrpugh 
the land i ript;QQnfin]ng;. tbc^fe^ves to' particular .ffatTons,^' put 
a(5ing. as univerTal'! Itinerant ; Teachers^ and as fuperintendaijts 
pf thofe! whp.!a^^ eftabliljied ti>e* Teacfjers "of/Rdigionby tbe 
Church : intruding' themlelves into their ^ parlfhes without an}^ 
' ; " • " ' " *' ' / . ' ' 'call; 
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call : erecting in feveral places Siiriday fchools wiriiout any cotm- 
tehance from the Pireibyte^dfthe bounds, the Mmifter pr Heri- 
tors of the PSrilK: committing in thofc Schools the* religious 
i«ftru<aioh of youth to ignorant pcrfons altogether unfit for fuch 
an iiriportant charge, who prefume not onlyto catechife, but dl- 
jfo td expound the Scriptures?; or to perfons notorioufly difaf- 
feded to the Ciyil Conftitution of the country. : and coxmed- 
ing thofe fchddU with certain fecret meetings, in which, as we 
are, iriforiped, every perfon' is^ "bound not toTpread abroad any 
thing &at is fkid or dotH ill the? meeting, to the prejudice df any 
bt the^membets ; 'into which no perfon is admltldd without t|ie 
cprifent of the whole df the members; and which keep ai corre- 
ipdndence with otlier focieties intbe nfeighbourhood. You fee 
the men,. who by ttieWiplye^, ;dr thfeir aflbciatc*, con^utJl thofe 
.Stthday fchddls "add ifecret; meetings', bringing toother affemblies 
pf people in the'fidd^ or in places not mtended for public 
^orlhip; wher'e, pouringibrth their lodfe harangues; they Fre- 
iqiiently take the liberty of cenfiiring the docftritie, or the cha- 
Vafler of :the Mmifter, of tll^fepartfti; ftudying^b alienate the 
affedidns of the people from their own Pallors ;n and engaging 
)tliem to join* this' new Sedl, as if they alone Were poflTeffed of 
foAie. fecrfet add hovel method of bringing men to heaven. 

Hitherto, Brethren, .you have* regarded a regular ftdiiding Mi- 
niftry as a diviiic inftitution. You have been taught, that the 
iiORO Jesus CHRisThimielf did not ad in; a public ch^rafter, 
without prddiicirig and provmg a heavenly cbmttiifnon ; that the 
extraordinary endb^ments which he conferred u^oh his Apoftles, 
were their ^strtapt ;fbr appearing as the Preachers of his Reli- 
^idn^ and ^ that. the evident connexion between^thdfe endow- 
ments and, the appointment df the firft Minillet^ df the Word, is 
a direction to thriftia'ns in' ill iitcceeding* ages, to Cpnfider the 
office' of Public 'THeachers as a Divine Ordinance, the exercife of 
Wbidh reijuifes talents correfporiding to thfe importance arid dif- 
feolty of the fji^tgc. You know that thejChurch o]f Scotland, 
id ^ conformity to^'jmefc principles^ a long cdurfe of 

educatidntd thofe who are fraided for the holy Miniftry ; and, 
in order to'bl^iftfnt the mifapplication of literary ftudies and 
tatents, require? .frpiri all whom fhe licenfes to preach the Gofpel, 
jSte ihoift folemri' Engagements, that^they wiltadhere to the Stan- 
dards which (he Jhas publiftied of'her Dodfine^ Worlhip, Difci- 
pline, and Govei^iiment. But all this care and foTicitude concern- 
ing the Miniftry of the Word; which we and ;bui: fathers learned 
from Scripture, is now ridiculed as unnecefiairy. *I^he meii tvlio 
affume the ch^r'ader of Mifflonaties, declare that Every Mdn has 
..a right to preach the Gofpel; and they are now traverfing thfe 
whole Country as Evangelifts^ without any fort of authority, 
without giving any public pledge fot the ' foUnddefs of their 
.Faith, or .the correftnefs of their MpralS, and t^ithout tlidie ad- 
^vanta^es of rdgular education, and of preparatory IcnoWledge, 
which, under every form of a Chriftian dhurch, ever iince jhe 
age of miraciilous gifts, have been held as indifpenf^bly necef. 
iary for the. ufef ul and fucCefsful difcharge of a Gofpel Miniftry. 

Wewiflito judge charitably of all men. ^e ^re willing to 
Jhope, that amongft thefe Miflionaries, there ai'e feveral worthy, 

well^ 
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well-meaning people, who have been led aftray by men more 
artfal and defigning than themfelves. But it is impoffible not to 
perceive, that the whole fcheme, and the manner in which it is, 
condu&ed, difcover more of a fpirit of ambition and vanity, and 
of JLdefire to claim ^ lordly dominion over your faith, than of 
the fpirit of the Gofpel, which is a meek, an humble, and a peace- 
able fpirit, and a fpirit of order, nSt of confuiion : And what- 
ever may be the intentions of fome who, have engaged in this 
fcheme, the manifeft tendency of their proceedings, is to fofter 
the violence of a blind intemperate zeal ; to ^ unfettle the minds 
of many ; to throw their principles loofe, by diftradling them 
with novelties, and to make them become like clouds without 
water, carried about of winds. 

You may have been led. by curiofity, to liften for a little to 
what thefe ftrange and felf-authorifed Teachers of Religion 
liave to fay. But that any of you will give them lading coun- 
tenance, or adhere to them as guides, forfaking, upon that ac- 
tount, the Efiabliihed Church, in whofe principles you were 
baptifed, and under whofe wings you have been bred up, we 
are perfuaded better things of you, than to believe or fufpeft. 
For, is it to be imagined, that any well-difpofed and fober- 
minded Chriftians, could think of deferting thofe houfes of God, 
in which their fathers have fo often worfhipped, and which 
have fo often refounded with their own fongs of praife, in or- 
der to follow up and down a feft of men, whom you know not 
whence they be ? Is not the Church of Scotland, which has been 
diftinguilhed by the teftimony of many generations, for the pu- 
rity of its doftrines, and the charadlerof its Minifters, worthy of 
your moft fteady and zealous attachment ; that Church, in de- 
fence of which your forefathers fought and bled, and which has 
produced fo many Confeflbrs and Martyrs in the caufe of our 
common Faith ? Much reafon there is to fufped, that thofe who 
openly profefs their enmity to our Ecclefiaftical Eftablilhraent, 
are no friends to our Civil Conftitution ; and that the name of 
Liberty is abufed by them, as it has been by others, into a co- 
ver for fecret Democracy and Anarchy, rerfevere, therefore, 
in thofe principles in which you have been bred, and which you 
have hitherto honourably manifefted. Beware, beloved Bre- 
thren, of all who would fhakp your attachment to the Eftablilh- 
ed* Church of Scotland. By diligently improving thofe Hated 
means of inftrudlon which flie provides for you, and always 
confulting the facred Scriptures as your fupremSr rule, the path 
of duty will be clearly pointed out to you. But thofe, who 
beap to tbemfdves teachers, having itching ears, thofe who are 
continually feekirig new guides, wander into many unknown 
paths, which lead them into dangerous fnares and errors. 

In thefe giddy times, when the love of innovation, fo much 
prevails, and when the fpirit of innovation has broken forth in 
fo many forms ; liften to the words of truth and fobernefs. W^ 
fpeak as to wife men ; judge ye what we fay. RecoUeft the coun" 
fels and the pradice of your fathers : Recoiled your own ex- 
. perience of inftrudion and edification, under a well educated 
and regularly ordained Miniftry. Stand, Brethren, in the ways, 
and fee, and ajk for the old paths, where is the good way, and 

L walk 
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walk tbertitt^ and ye Jbdll find reft for your fouU: And may God 
enlighten and fortify your minds by his good Spirit, and, amidft 
all dangers, enable you to behave yourfelvet wifely in a perfe^ 
way ! 

Subfcribed, in name of the Afiembly, by 

William MdooiE, D. D. Moderator. 
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XII. 

Report concerning Vagrant Teachers 
and Sunday Schools. 

Edinburgh, Monday, June 3. 17^. Sejf, ult. 

The General Affembfyy upon conjidering that part of an Over- 
ture from the Synod of Aberdeen^ which refpeBs Vagrant 
Teachers flnd Sunday Schools^ having directed a Committeexf 
their number y to inquire into the exijling Laws, which place 
Schoolmajiers and Teachers of Touth under the infpeclion and 
controul of the Ejlablifhed Church j and to report to the 
Affemhly a Jlatement of tbofe Laws^ together with their 
Opinion concerning the mojl effeBual Method of preventing 
unqualified perfons from being employed in the important of- 
fice of inJlruSting Youth : The Committee accordingly gave 
in their Report this day j and the fame being read and con- 
Jidered^ was. unanimoufly approved of, and adopted by the 
Affembly •; — of which Report lie tenor follows : 

YOUR Committee do not judge it neceflary to enter 
into a minute detail of the more ancient Laws, 
with refped to the Power of the Church over all Schools 
and Teachers of Youth. The General Aflembly of this 
Church, as early as the year 1565, claimed it as their 
right, That none fliould be permitted to teach publicly, 
or privately, but fuch as were tried by the Superintend- 
ants, or Vifitors of the Kirk, and found qualified. This 
claim was confirmed by an ad of Parliament, which was . 
palled in the year 1567, in the following words : " For- 

" afmeikleas, 



u 



it 



it 
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^' afmeikleas, be all laws and conftitutionis, it is pro* 
*^ vided, That the Zouth be brocht up and inftruded m 
^* the fear of God, and gude manneris; andgif.it be 
" utherwife, it is tinfel baith of their bodies and faules, 
gifGoD^s Word be. not ruted in them: Quheirfbre, 
oui* Soveraign Lorde, with advice of ray Lprde Re- 
gent, and the Three Eftates of this prefent Parlia- 
ment^ has flatute and ordained^ That all Schules to 
Burgh and Land, and all Uniyerfities and CoIIedges, 
" be reformed ; and that riane be permitted nor admit* 
" ted to have charge and cure thereof in time coming, 
*' nor to inftrud the Zouth jirivatelie or openlie, hot 
** fie as fall betryedbe the fuperintendentes or vifitouris 
" of theJ^irk/' 

After the abolition of the office of Supenntendant, ia 
the General Aflembly, held in the month of April 1581, 
certain articles were remitted by the Synod of Lothian 
to that General Aflembly ; the fifth of which is, " That 
" the Trial and Admiffion of all Mafters of Schools be 
<* «(?«; committed to the Prefbyteries/* The adt 1565, 
already noticed, is ratified and confirmed by the ad 
1581 ; and this ad 1581, is again confirmed by the ad 
1592, which is the Great Charter of the Church, and 
which is confirmed by the ad of Security 1707, c. 6. 
and thereby declared to be an efl^ential and fundamental 
article in the Treaty of Union, into which it is accord- 
ingly engroflled \ fo that the fiiperintending power of the 
Church, over all Schoolmafters and Teachers of Youth, 
is clearly efl:ablifhed by the moft folemn ads of the Le- 
giflature, and even by the Treaty of Union itfelf. 

It is well known that the Church has been in the con- 
ftaut exercife of thofe powers, by vifiting and examin- 
ing Schools, and taking cognizance of the fiifficiency 
arid qualifications of Teachers. See the Ads of Aflem- 
bly 1638, 1642, 1649, 1699* 

When Epifcopacy was re-eftabliftied, on the Reftora- 
tion of Charles IL an Ad was pafl'ed, 1662, c. 4. by 
which it is, inter alia, enaded, "That none be permitted, 
'* hereafter, to preach in public, or in families, within 
" any diocefe, or to teach any public School, or to be 
" Pedagogues to the Children of perfons of quality, 
" without the licence of the Ordinary of the diocefe/' 

Soon 
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Soon after ^he Revolution, the ad 1693, c. 22. was 
palled, whic.h declares: '^ That z\\ Schoolmafters, and 
" Teachers of Youth in fchools, are, and (hall be lyable 
" to the tryal, judgment and cenfure of the. Prefby- 
" teries of the bounds, for their fufficiency, qualifica- 
*' tions and. deportment in the faid office.'* This ad is 
declaratory of a right, which conOitutionally belongs to 
the Church J and accordingly, the various Prefty teries 
of the Church have been inufe of exercifing that power, 
not merely with regard to Parochial Schoolmafters, but 
to Teachers of Youth of all denominations and defcrip- 
tions. And the General Allembly 1700, appoints all 
•Prefbyteries to take fpecial, particular and exad notice 
of all Schoolmafters, Chaplains, Governors and Peda- 
gogues of Youth, within their refpedive bounds. 

' By the Ad 1707, c. 6. which is. declared a fundamen- 
tal and eflentlal conditionof the Union, it is provided. 
That no Profeflbrs, &c. or others bearing office in my 
Univerfity orfcbool within Scotland, be capable or be 
admitted, or allowed to continue in the exercife of 
their fftndions, but fiichas ftiallownand acknowledge 
^* the Civil Government, and fhall fubfcribethe Con- 
'^ feffion of Faith, and that they will conform themfelves 
^* to the Worfhip in ufe in this Church; and fubmit them- 
*^ felves to the Government and Difcipline thereof, and 
** never endeavour the prejudice or fubverfion of the 
'" fame, and that before the refpedive Prefbyteries of 
" their bounds by whatfoever Gift, Prefentation or Pro- 
" vifion they may be thereto provided.'' 

By the Ad 19th Geo. II. c. 39. fed. 21. it is enaded, 
" That it fhall not be lawful for any perfon in Scotland 
*' to keep a private School, or to officiate as Mafter or 
^* Teacher in any School, until the fituation and defcrip- 
^^ tion of fuch School is regiftered, together with a Cer- 
*^ tificate of the Teacher being properly qualified ac- 
** cording tx> Law, by taking the Oaths to Government; 
'* and any perfon who ads without fuch Regifter and 
*' Certificate, ftiall, for the firft offence fuffer fix months 
'* imprifonment ; and for any fubfequent offence, upon 
** the convidion before the Court of Jufticiary or Cir- 
*' cuit, (hall be trahfported-for life.*' Severe penalties 
are alfo impofed upon any Parent or Guardian, &c. who 
fhall employ any fuch unqualified Teacher : The fame 
Ad alfo requires. That Chaplains in Families, and Go- 
vernors 
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vernors, Tutors and Teachers of Children, fliall take 
the Oaths to Government ; and Sheriffs, &c. are requir- 
ed from time to time, to make diligent inquiry concern- 
ing any offences that fliall be committed againft this 
aS, and to caufe the fame to be profecuted, for the firft 
offence, before themfelves ; and in cafe of any fubfe- 
• quent offence, to give notice of the fame to his Ma- 
jelly's Advocate, who is required to proftcute the fame 
before the Court of Jufticiary, or Circuit Courts. 

Schools in the Univerfities, and in Royal 3urghs, are 
excepted ; alfo Parochial Schools, and thofe eftabliflied 
by the Society for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge, 
and by the General Aflembly, or Committees thereof. 

To this Statement of the Laws, the Committee beg 
leave to fubjoin their opinion : — ^That the General AU 
fembly fliall enjoin all Prefbyteries of this Church to be 
diligent in exercifing thofe powers which the Laws of 
the Land ^ and of the Church, have committed to them^ 
with refped to the education of Youth within their 
tounds, and particularly to call before them all Teach- 
ers of Youth, whether in Parochial Schools, or Schools 
of another defcription, and to take trial of their fuffi- 
ciency and qualifications in thofe branches of education 
which they profefs to teach. And that the Aflembly 
fliall recommend to the Procurator of the Church to 
give hi« advice and afliftance to all Prefl^yteries of the 
Church relative to this matter j and authorife him to 
carry on, at the Public Expence^ fuch proceffcs as may 
appear to benecefllary for enforcing the fentences, or af- 

. certaining the^powers, of the Judicatories of the Church ' 
relative to Schools ; and that the Aflembly fliall requefi: 
his Majefl;y's Advocate and Solicitor-General to concur 
with the Procurator, in fupporting the juri{<lidion of the 

.Church. And farther, That the General Affembly fliall 
enjoin all the Prefl)yteries of this Church, to report to 
the next Aflfembly a lifl: of all the Schools within their 
bounds, fpecifying what is taught in each School} whe- 
ther the Schools be held on the Lord*s day, or on other 
days of the week ; in what way the Schoolmafters are 
fupported or ma^intained ; whether they a<St for them- 
felves, or are employed by or under the diredion of 
others; what number of Scholars attend each School at 
the time of making the Report; and in general, what- 
ever elfe fliall appear to the Prefl^ytery of importance 
refpecling the, Schools within their bounds. 

M ^ . XIII. 
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ACTINGS and PROgEEDINGS of the QJE^ERAi; 
Assembly of the Church of .Scotlanp, held at 
Edinburgh in the Year 1799, whjch are not priateid'- 
at full length. 

Tiurfday^ May 2^. 1799. Sejl !• 



V 



AFter Sermon by the Reverend Dr William Taylor, Mi- 
nifter^of the High Church of -Glafgow, Mod!erat6r of the 
laft General AiTembly, the Minifters and Ruling Elders con- 
vened in the Aflembly-houfe in the ufual manner : And after 
Prayer by the faid Dr William Taylor, the Reverend Dr 
William MppDjE, one of the Minifters of th^ Cjity, and 
Profeffor of Hebrew in the Univerfity, of Edinburgh, being 
unanimoufly chofen Moderator^ he, at the Affembly^s defire, 
took the chair. 

The General Affembly being thus conftituted, the Kinoes Cond- ' 
miflion to the Right Honourable David, Earl of Lxven and 
Melvill, to reprefenthis Majefty'sRoyalPcrfon, was read, See Printed 
and ordered to bq recorded. AGs, No. I. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to this Affembly, read,. and AndNo. IL 
ordered to b? recorded. 

The Commissioner's fpeech at opening the Affembly, and the 
Moderator's fpeech in return thereto. 

His Majesty's Royal Warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, for Re- 
formation of the Highlands, &c. was given in to the Af- 
fembly, ordered to be recorded, and thereafter delivered to the 
Procurator. ^ 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft graciotts 
Letter. 

An humble and loyal Addrefs to His Majefty, on the prefent 
fituation of Public Affairs, unanimoufly agreed to, and the 
fame Committee appointed to prepare a Draught thereof. 

A Committee named for reviling the Commiffions to the Mem- 
bers of this Affembly, cenfuring abfents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to Preach before his Grace the Com- 
miflioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the i^veral 
Prefl)ytcrie8, in order to their being recorded. 

N ' • A 
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A Committee for Overtures named. 

A Committee for Bills, References and Appeals named. 

Adjournment, 

Sederunt. ■ ^ -^ 

New Commiflions produced. 

A Diet fpent in Prayer. 

A<a Vll. of the Affembly i%i3, -, lor the better difpatch of the 

bufinefs of the Affembly, read, and the obfervation thereof 

enjoined. 
Miniftcrs named to Prcgjch^ befpjre his Grace the Commiflioner. 
Tfife CpinmitteV for ire viling''i3ommrffioris •apporihted to tnteet* ' * 
THe iSmtimittdies fdr Ovcm^M jimd Eillsuappoiiit^^ i^ ^^§1r 

Saturday, May 25'. 1799. ' SeJ: s^ 
Sederunt. 

A meffage to the Affembly from the Lotd High Commiflioner, 
\Vas delivered by the Moderator,- mentioning his Grace's in- 
^ifppfitiojj^ and regretin^ that he could not appear this day in 
'. tV' Affembly- '. :; ' ' /\ 

ISJew Cqitimi!rt\ons p ' • : 

JPLeport of th-e Committed fbt Oiqrtures given in and read.- • • 
See Printed ^P^ A^f.^S^^ 9^ ^^^ An{^er tO the King^'- mbft gracious ^Letter 
Afls, No. IIL ',to t^ls Affen^biy being bfbujjhr in "and approved, the' Modera- 
.'tor and til^k' were appoin otlthe^ Livrd Cbmmif- 

jionejrj'HHditarequeft his' 6i:ace, in name;6f - thfc Affew^My, to 
' tranfmit tiie faid Anfwer to his- Majeftyi ^ ' - • - - 

No. IV. The draurf^jt of an Addrefs to his Majefty on tlie preleht fitua- 
tion of rpblii' Affairs, waV. brought in,^ ahd approved ; and 
... the Moderator; and Cleric w^re appointed to reqlieft bis Grace 
the tlord Commilfioner, iri>n^m<? of the Aiftmbly, tofranfm^^ 
faid Addrefs to his. Majefty, along with the AnftVer-t'o his 
"* M'aj lily's Letter. ' ' " ' •' '^ '^' ■ 

Tl^e.Roll pf Caufes tranfraitted by the Committee of Bills, was 

c^^iied for, produced ^trd rea^: ' ' ' ' ^ 

Caufes fixed far Monday. ^ ^' • 

.'^he Affembly agreed td confider on WednefiJay-tlie Complaint 

atid Appeal or lome Members of the Prefbytery of Stirling a- 

gainft a; Sentence of the faid Prefbytery, accepting of th6 refig- 

^ natioqof Mr William Innes, Minifterof the Second Ghatge of 

Stirling; andihtlie mean tiiiie ordained, that the faid Mr Wil- 

liaiii Innes be fummoned to appear before the Affembly upor 

Wedneiliay next at i i o'clock forenoon, in the New Church 

Ayle, it\ ftrderto anfwer for his conduft, in giving up his Mini- 

.^ ..ilen^! *:h^^g^ Ht'^^J^^t^ y'^^d ^ppoiht^d their Clerk to iffue out 

ap oider to one of 'their ^^fticelrs tor thispurpofe, who ftiall de- 

liver the /ujnrapns tq t^e'faid' 'Mr Wiiliatii innes perforially, 

r. ^Or at liis dvVefl'i'ng-hpufe, and ihall retutrt a written execution 



A Committee; I nawciJ tO'rj^yjftj the Adlings and Proceedings of 
irheGotnmifBLOfi:ofi^aft:J5eajBr3U Ai^mU^^^ And^ 

A Gointnittee named to r^vife theAdings arid Proceedings of 
the Committcte appointfed ^y.^^. Afflerably, for managing the 
Royal Bounty^f or Refoj^ffigjiph of the ;Highlands and Iflands. , 

A ComiriitteEr'nanicd to wdite the^^A^ the Procurator 

fthd AgOTtfar.the.Ghittch,: ajid otKcr putjlic accounts, coii- 
•fidefr tfee- ftate^ the. Clw^h's puhUc .uioney, and prepare 
Overturefif-about the f%me,' • 

The Gommftteev&rQvetUitO? was appointed t^ meet this /eyep- 
ing/ and-'^mpoweccdi t0'r^Q/9|ye frcxm thefeveral J^.embers any 
infttuiftioiis given r to th^gi^ i^Jl the refpeftive Synods or Prefby- 
teri^si ciais^ the matters th§wii\ qpptajrievd, . and prepare ipver- 
"tures theracMiitQ the:.Ailfe9jbJljr:; an<|^ ;<(?;. receive arid corilider 
any' accounts that .ftiaU; bfe fiiyipn thpm'ofthe ftate of the 
Ghurch in the North Highlands, particuUrly concerning the 
growth ^F Popery and fftperiti$ipn; aq^ prepare Qyei^ures Fpr 
preventing and fupprefllfig thcf.qof. :.. 

The Gommittcb-^for 3ilU tva? gip^pteid tq ipeet. . * \ 

Adjournment. . * 

. . , ^ond^jf May 27. 1799. Sejl 4. 

Sederunt. 

The ' ModeratOT^-^nnqpnce^JEro^ fhe chair,, that the Lord High 
CoHHnifliQnef,;thQMgh gre^tVjr b^^^ was not jret fuSicientiy 
wcoveredito: appwr thi?. dij. m the Aite.nibly. 

New Gomroiffions produced/ ' ' [' ■ ^ ■ ' 

Report of the Gftjn/^^ff e. fp^fjQv.f Kti^res gjyen in and read. 

It was objeiEbed tfe thp.ppmmiifiQ^from tlie Bur^h-bf Renfrew, 
That it wants the atteftatioris of both' the Kirk-feffion, and 
Erc(byt«ry. . rTl^e Airpn}bly appi^oived of* the Report of the 
Committce/,'aad;fuftaine4^hQ.j::j^ea 

The-feVeral Qvetture? read, aiid<)r4ered io^ lie on the table. 

'the Repo'Jtof the pqipmittee fp^ Bills given in and read. 

Gatifes fixed for^different diets. 

J^nod Bofoks c^led for. : . • 

A Comphiat.anil Appeal by Mi; Paniel Rofe, Minifter of Ding- 
wall, againll Mr James Dallas, Minifter of Contin, heard : 
A mQti<>n was made and feconded, Tliat the Aflembly affirm 
that part of the Sentence of the Synod of Rpfs, which reverfes 
the judgment of the Prefbytery of Dingwall infiidling a Rebuke 
upon Mr Da:lla.s : Reyerfe that part ot the faid Sentence of the 
Synod, which r/ey^rfes the part of the judgment of the Prc(by- 
tevy, appointing hi^ to be ready to report his exad: obl*er- 
vance of, tbaioj^njaions laid on him to the next Meeting of 
the Preibytery : Approve of the qondudl of the Prefbytery of 
Dingwall in the inftruftions which they gave upon the 5th 
.Gf.^tcember. laft to the kirk-feffion of Contin, with refpeft 
to judicially interrogating Thomas Stewart and John Mad- 
iyefj inhabitants -of the parjlh 9f Contin, whether they had 

. given tokfns jiaanjrregulai- manner to 'Donald Munro, John 

'.;.;... * '" ' '"■ ' ■ Reid, 
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Held, Heftor Mackenzie, and Ifbbel Mackay^ inhabitant .of/ 
sthe Parifli of Dingwdll: Remit to the Prefljytijry of J)'io^ 
wall to proceed in this matter as th&y judge for edification : 
And further, That the Aflembly ippoiht their Clerk to trap (^ 
mit an extraft of this Sentence to the Moderator of the Sy- 
nod of Rofs, with an injunftion to infert the fame into the 
record of the Synod. And another motion Hva&'mft^ and fe- 
, ' conded, That the Aflembly affirm the Sentence of the Synod 

of Rofe^ in fo far as relates to the cenfure t>f tebuking Mr 
Dallas^ and remit tlie caufe to the Kirkwfeffion of Contin4o 
proceed in the inveftigation of the cdndu£t of Thomas Stew- 
art and John Maciver, according to the rules of the Church. 
The Afferably agreed to this ftate of the vote Jir/l or Jicond 
motion : And the Roll being calledr and votes marked* it car- 
ried Jir/? motion. The Aflembly therefore adopted the firft 
motion as their judgment. 

The confiderationof the Chapd of £afe at New Pitfligo de- 
layed till to-morrow, after the Overtures. 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. ' 

Tuefday, May 2i. ijgg^ Sejf.^. 

'Sederunt. , " 

The Moderator from the chair informed the Aflembly, That the 
Lord High Commiflioner continues to recover from his indif- 
pofition, and hopes foon to appear iu perfon in the Aflembly. 

A New Commiflion 'produced. 

Report of the Committee ioi Overtures given in, and read. 

Report of the Committee for Bills given in, and read. 

Diets fixed for hearing caufes. 

The Aflembly proceeded to confider the Overtures relating to 
unqualified Minifters and Preachers ; and after reafoning at 

J fome length upon the fubje<a of thefe Overtures, a Declara- 
?L^S^^^\r ^°^y ^^ was adopted ; and the Aflembly ordained their Clerk 
Atts, Wo. V. ^Q tranfmit a copy^f the Ad, fcparately printed, to the Mo- 
derators of all the Preftjyteries of this Church, with an in- 
jundion to caufe the fame to be engrofled into the Records, 
of their refpeftive Prefbyteries. 

The Aflembly having confidered a Petition to the Prefbytery of 
Deer for Sir William Forbes of Pitfligo, Baronet,' craving to 
have a Chapel of Eafe erefted at New Pitfligo, in the Parifli 
of Tyrie ; and being aflured from the. Report of the faid 
Prefljytery thereupon, that the ereftion of the faid Chapel 
was agreeable to all concerned, unanimoufly agreed to tit&. 
the faid Chapel of Eafe, under certain regulations. 

Adjournment. 

Wednefdayy May 29. 1799. Sejf. 6. 
Sederunt. 

The Moderator informed the Aflembly, That the Lord High 
Commiflioner is gradually recovering from his indifpofition, 

though 
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though not yet able, without danger to his health, to appear 
in the Affembly, 

A. New Commiffion produced. 

The Committee on Public Accounts appointed to meet. 

The Aflembly proceeded to hear a reference by the Synod of 
^ XiOthian and Tweeddale, relative to the Refignation of Mr 
Greville Ewing, Minifter of Lady Glenorchy's Chapel, of his 
Charadler as a Minifter pf this Church : And having xielibe- 
rated upon the fame, and confidering that Mr Greville £w- 
ing's Refignation of his Charader of a Minifter of this Church, 
has been accepted by the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, unani^ 
moufly find and declare, That Mr Greville Ewing is no longer 
^ Minifter in this Church, and that he is incapable of recei- 
ving or accepting of a Prefentation or Call to any Parifti or 
Chapel of Eafe in this Church, without the fpecial allowance 
of fome future General Aflembly ; and the 'Aftembly prohi- 
bit ^11 the Minifters of this Church from employing him to 
Preach or perform any Minifterial offices for them, or from 
being employed by him, unlefs fome future Aflembly fhall fee 
caufe to take oS* this prohibition. 

The Aflembly, agreeable to the refolution of Saturday laft, pro- 
ceeded to hear the Complaint and Appeal of fome Members 
of the Prefl)ytery of Stirling, againft a Sentence of the faid 
Prelbytery, accepting of the Refignation of Mr William In- 
nes, as Minifter of the Second Charge of Stirling. And. the 
execution of citation againft Mr Innes being called for, was 
produced and read, bearing. That a copy of citation had been 
left for the faid Mr Innes within his dwelling-houfe, in Stir- 
ling, in the hands of fervants, to be given to him, as the offi- 
cer could not apprehend him perfonally. Parties being heard^ 
after reafoning, a motion was made and (econded. That the 

*• Aflembly approve of the conduft of Dr Robert Moodie and 
Mr Robert Knox, in bringing the Sentence of the Prefl>ytery 
of Stirling, by Complaint, under the review of the General. 
Aflembly : Find, That after it had been alleged by the com- 
plainers, that fuch fchifmatical and divifive praAices had been 
purfued by Mr Innes, as, if they had been eftabliftxed by 
proof, would have inferred the higheft cenfures of the Church^ 
it was not competent for the Prefl)ytery or Synod to accept, 
Jimpliciter^ of his refignation of the Second Charge of Stir- 
ling ; and find, That the Prelbytery aded contrary to the 
aft 1739, concerning Minifters whp have feceded from the 
Church, and that their conduft was highly reprehenfible ; but 
the General Aflembly being informed by Mr Robert Balfour, 
Minifter of Glafgow, and Mr John Campbell, Minifter of 
Kippen, members of. this Aflembly, that from perfonal and' 
confidential communications, which they repeatedly had with 
Mr Innes, in which they endeavoured to difluade him from 
executing his refolution, they know, that however defeftive 
iis letter of refignation is, it was, and now is, his intention, by 

O that 
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that paper, to refign his charafter as a Mimfter of this Church: 
Suftain this information as an explanation: of the letter given 
in by Mr Innes to the Preibytery of Stirling ; and do accord- 
ingly find, That Mr William Innes is no longer a Minifter of 
this Church, and that he is not capable of 'receiving or ac- 
cepting of a Prefentartion or Call to. any Parifti or Chapel of 
Eafe in this Church, without the fpecial allowance of fome fu- 
ture General Affembly : And the Affembly do hereby pro- 
hibit all the Minifters of this Church from en?pIoying him to 
prdach, or perform any rainifterial officer for them, or from 
being employed by him, unlefs fome future Affembly Ihall fee 
caufe to take off this prohibition. And after further reafoning, 
another motion was made and feconded, That the Affembly 
approve of the condu6l of Dr Robert Moodic and Mr Robert 
Knox, in bringing the Sentence of the Prefbytery of Stirling 
under the review of the General Affembly : Reverfe the.fen- 
^tence of the Preibytery of Stirling, of which the Affembly 
difapproves, as highly irregular andreprehenfible, in accepting, 
Jimpticiter^\LndtY the circumftances of the cafij, of Mr Innes's 
♦refignation of his charge as5ecoiid Mimfter of Stirling : Or- 
dain Mr Innes to return to his charge on or before the firft of 
July next ; and remit to the Prefbytery of Stirling, at fome 
meeting to be held in the faid Month of July, at which all 
the Minifters are ordained to attend ; and upon Mr Innes's 
failure fo to do, to proceed according to the rules of the 
Church ; and to report their procedure to the meeting of the 
Commiffion of this Affembly in Auguft next* The Affembly 
agreed to the following ftate of the vote ; ^rji or fecond mo- 
tion ; and the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried 
Jecond motion : Therefore the General Affembly adopted the 
fecond motion as their judgment, and ordained accordingly. 

The Caufe of the Chapel of Eafe at Elgin delayed till lo-mor- 
row. 

Upon a motion, the Committee of Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 



Tburfday^ May 30. 1799. Sejffl 7. 

Sederunt. 

The Lord High Commiflioner appeared this day. in the Affem- 
bly, and in a gracious fpeech from the throne, expreffed his 
regret for. his abfence from fome preceding meetings of the 
Affembly* 

To which the Moderator, in the Afferably's name, made a fuit- 
able return, and congratulated his Grace on his recovery from 
his late indifpofition. 

New Commiffions produced. 

The Report of the Committee of Bills given in and read. 

The Public Accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Dkts fixed for coniidering Overtures* 

Reference 
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Reference from the Pre&ytery of Elgin, refpe^lixjg a Chapel of 
Eafe in the Burgh of Elgin, heard. The AflemWy remitted 
to the Ptelbytery of Elgin the petition prefented to them on 
the 30th of April 1799, that the Prefbytery may proceed 
therein at their next ordinary meetiirg, according to the aft 
of Aflembly 1798, containing regulations refpeftingthe eirec- 
tion of Chapels of Eafe : Aiwi the Affembly autbortfed tbeil: 
Commiffion, in Augufl next^ or any future Comnriffion, to re- 
ceive any Report which the Prefbytery may make, or any 
Appeal that may be taken in this cafe, and to determine there- 
in according to the rules of the Church. » 

An Appeal at the inftance of Mr John Nivifon, Miniftet of Pen- 
pont, againft a Sentence of the Prefbytery of Pcnpont, of aift 
May 1 799, finding a libel CKhibited by the faid Prefbytery, 
againft him, relevant, heard : The Aflembly referred the Cafe, 
to a fpecial Committee, to report their opinion on Saturday, 

The Committee on Public Accounts appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Fridajfj May 31. 1799* Sejf. 8» 

Sederunt. 

The. Report of the Committee on New Applications given in and 
read. 

A petition for Mr Bryce Little, Minifter of Covington, remitted 
to the Procurator and Agent for the Church to give the peti- 
tioner their affiftance in the procefs therein mentioned. 

A petition for Mr Alexander Frafer, Minifter of Torofay, with 
thfe opinion of the Procurator, and report of the Committee 
thereupon, heard. The Aflembly approved of faid Opinion ^ 
and Report ; and therefore, remitted to the Procurator and 
Agent for the Church, empowering them, at the public 
expence, to carry on any Procefs in which the Minifter of 
Torofay may be engaged, relative to the defignation of^a 
glebe. 

The Overtures from the Synods of Aberdeen, and Angu& and 
Mearns, refpedling Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, and 
refpecting Irreligion and Anarchy, heard. The General Af- 
fembly having deliberated on the fubjeft of thefe Overtures ; 
upon a motion made, unanimoufly refolved, That a Paftoral 

. Admonition be addrcfled by the General Aflembly to the 
People of Scotland, warning them of the danger of encou- 
raging, or liftening to the addrefles of thofe men, who, under 
the name of Miflionary or Itinerant Preachers, from a Society 
ftyling themfelves the Society for Propagating the Gofpel at 
Jlome, have, of late, been travelling over all the diftrids 
within the bounds of this Church : And that a Committee 
be appointed to prepare this Admonition,* and to report on 
Monday. That the fame Committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the exifting laws which place fchoolmafters and 
teachers of youfh under the infpeftion and controul of , the 
Eftabliftied Church, to report to the Aflembly on Monday a 

flatement 
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Aatement of thofe laws, together with their opinion concern- 
ing the moft eflfedual method of preventing unqualified per- 
fons from being employed in the important office of inftrud- 
ing youth. 

The Petition of the Parochial Schoolmafters read, and referred 
to the above Committee. 

The Report of the Truftees of the Fund eftabliftied by Aft of 
Parliament, for a provifion to Minifters widows, &c. contain- 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Affem- 
f bly, and a date of the Fund under their management, given 
in, and ordered to lie on the tabk till to-morrow : And up- 
on a motion, the thanks of the houfe were given from the 
chair to Sir Henry Moncrieff-Wellwood, for Jiis great tender- 
nefs, fidelity, attention and prudence, in the m^agement of 
the Fund. 

The caufe of Mr Hcnderfon of Dryfdale to be heard to-mor- 
row, if 'there is time. 

The Overtures from the Synods of Fife, and of Angus and 
Meams, refpeding the Widows Fund > and a, Petition for the 
Prelbytery of Garioch, relative to the fame fubjedl, read. The 
Affembly agreed to hear Sir Henry Moncrieff, CoUedor of 
- the Widows Fund, upon the Overtures and Petition : Ani 
then, after reafoning, the Aflembly did unanimoufly difmifs 
the fame. 

A. Reference by the Preiby tery of Dundee relative to Elders 
fubfcribing the Confeffion of Faith ; and a Reprefentation by 
the Kirk-feffion of Dundee, in vindication of their condud, 
heard : The General Affembly find. That all the Elders of 
this Church are required; by the laws of the Church, to fub- 
fcribe the Confeffion of Faith approved by the General Af- 
fembly of this Church, ratified by various A<3:s of Parliament^ 
and by the Treaty of Union ; that every perfon, who, after 
ibeing ordained an Elder, refufes, when judicially called to 
fubfcribe the Confeffion of Faith, in pre fence of the proper 
court, is difqualified, by that refufal, from taking any part ia 
the government of this Church ; that the Minifter of Dundee, 
who was appointed by the Kirk-feffion of Dundee to perform, 
on the 9th of September laft, the office of ordaining the El- 
iders, for whom an edidt had been fervid, adted moft unwar- 
rantably and unconftitutionally, in prefuming to put to thefe 
perfons, befor^their Ordination, queftions different from thofe 
which are implied in thb formula 1694, and by no means ade- 
quate to ^he fpirit of that formula: Ordain the Prelbytery of 
Dundee, at their next Ordinary Meeting, to fummon this Mi- 
nifter to anfwer for his condudl refpefting the eledion and or- 
dination of thofe Elders ; to report the refult of their invefti- 
gation to the next General Affembly ; and to fummon thefaid 
Minifter to appear at the bar of next Affembly : Find, that the 
Kirk-feffion of Dundee a(3:ed unwarrantably and ilnconftitu- 
tionally in admitting feveral of the perfons ordained to the 

office 
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office of EldcrJhip on the 9th of September, to fiibfcribe the 
Coofeffion of Faith, with a refervation, and in dedariqg, by 
their ffiinixte inferted in tlie rubforiptton4)ook, on the ftth of 
May, that the fubfcriptions, with the refervation, were adhi- 
bited with the unaninious confent of the Kirk-'feffion, and 
that they ^id not thii^ they had done any thing uncon(litu-> 
^tional : Ordain the Prcfliytery^ at their next ordinary rae^a:- 
ing, tofummon Mr David David£3ni Moderator of the Kirk- 
fefiion, who fubfcribed that miftttte in iJieir name, to anfwer 
for his oondcift in fo doing ; t^ report the refult of their in-^ 
veftigation to the next •GeiteraliAdSTembly; to keep the &id 
fubfcription-book ia fafb pieferratic^, end to fend k up to 
next A^embly, along^ with their Report; and to Summon Mr 
DavidfoQ to appear at the bar ^ t)i&Sit Aflembly : Approve of 
the condndt of the Prefbytery of Dundee;, in referring this 
important matter to the General Affembly : Remit to the 
Prdbytery, at their neatt ordtnaiy nneetiiig, to Simmon all the 
£lders ordained on the 9th of Septemb^, who have not al- 
ready fubfcribed the CooErfeffion of Faiths Jimpliciter^ to ap- 
pear before them at their neatt fneetiiag ; leave it to the li^ref- 
by tery to take fvich fteps as to them may appear proper, (or 
preferving that regard to tbe Standards of the Church, and 
that complete fubordination of inferior Judicatories to their 
Superiors, which are efieiitial to the character of Preibyterian 
Government: And the General AflTembly fpecially inftrud: 
the faid Preibytery to inquire of the perfons fummoned^ as 
above mentioned, whether they ace willing to fubfcribe the 
Confeffion of Ftdth fJimpUciter, in prefence of the Ftefbytery, 
to judge from their anfwers, and ^rom the tehiper of mind, 
which they difcover, whether they ihould be admitted fo to 
fubfcribe ; and ordain the Prelbytcry to iffue their orders to 
the Kirk-fellion (which the Kirk-feffion are ordained peremp- 
torily to obey) to ftrike oflf from their roll every one of the 
above named perfons, who does not produce to them a certi- 
ficate from the Prcfbytcry-clerk that he has fubfcribed accord- 
ingly. 

Agreed to take up the cafe of the Chapel of Eafe at Anderfton 
firft to-morrow. 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. 

Saturday f yunt i. i799* S&JJT. 9. 

Sederunt. 

Upon Report of the Committee appointed to clafs 'Returns to 
Overtures, the Affembly ordered thefe Overtures to be re- 
tranfmitted, vii. Overture fefpefting the attendance of Stu- g^e Printed 
dents on the Divinity Hall ; Overture xel^eding* the Coiirfe Ads, No. VI. 
of Univerfity Education, &c. and Overture refpefting the No.VIL 

Licenfing of Probationers. • No. VIII. 

Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertfon, Advo- 
cate. Procurator for the Church, and exonering and difcbar- 

P ging 
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'ging him. arid his Cautioners of the Sum of L*4l8 : 2 : to^ 
Sterling, dilburfed by him, and appointing, that he give cre- 
dit in his next account for the fum of L. 117 : 15 : 3-^ Ster- 
ling, being the balance due by him. 
A^ approving of the /account of Mr William Murray, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and difcharging him of tnc ' 
fum of L. 94 : 19 : 4 Sterling, dilburfcd by him ; and appoint- 
ing that he take credit in his next account for the fum of L« i, 

4 s. 4 d. being the balance due to him. 

Aft approving of the Account of Mr James Dickfon, printer 
for the Church, and ordering payment of the fum of L. 10, 

5 s. 4d. Sterling, being the amount thereof. 

Aft approving of the account of Stationary Articles, furnifhed 
to the Clerks by Mr Elphinfton Balfour, and ordering pay- • 
ment of the fum of L. 16:2:7, being the amount there- 
of. 

A petition for the Prelbytery of Garioch; read. The Affembly 
remitted the Frocefs therein mentioned to the Procurator and 
Agent for the Church, to be carried on at the public Expence. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Commiflion Record called 
for; the Commiffioners conduft approved of; thanks given 
. to the Moderator of the Commiifion, and their book ordered 
to be attefted. 

The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the Corn- 
million of this Aflembly, and preparing in^ruftions to them. 
Sec' Printed given in, and approved. The Aflembly added thereto Dr 
. Aas>No.IX. James Finlayfon, one of the Miniftcrsof Edinburgh, in place 
of the Moderator; and- alfo from the Burgh of Renfrew, Mr 
•John Connell, Advocate, whofe commiflion had been rcjefted 
by this Aflembly, on account of informality. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty Record given 
in, and read. The conduft of the Managers approved of, 
and their book ordered* to be attefted. 
Nor X. A Committee named, for managing the R5yal Bounty this year, 
with a commiifion xand inftruftions to them. 

Thofe appointed to revife the Synod book of Lothian and 
Tweeddale, gave in fome Remarks, which the Aflembly or- 
dained to be tranfmitted to the clerk of Synod, to be laid be- 
fore their next meeting ; and, }n the mean time, ordered their 
book to be attefted. 

The Synod book of Glenelg alfo ordered to be attefted. 

The Report of the Xruftees of the Fund eftabliftied by Aft of 
Parliament, for a Provifion to Minifters Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 
kept for that purpofe. 

The Committee on the Enzie Fund renewed, with the for- 
* mer powers. 

, A Report by the Preft}ytery of Glafgow, refpefting a Chapel of 
Eafe at Anderfton, heard : The General Aflembly, in re- 
gard the faid Report is not ftriftly conformable to the aft 

J798f 
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1798, refpeding the Eredlion of Chapels of Eafe ; remitted 
this caufe to the faid Prelbytery, in order to have the fad af- 
certained, whether the Petitioners might be accommodated 4n 
the new Parifli Church, now building within the Barony Pa- 
rifti ; and upon its being afcertained to the fatisfaftion of the 

• Prelbytery, that they cannot be fh accommodated, the Pref- 
-bytery are authorifed to grant fuch a conftitution as the At 
fembly (hall agree upon on Monday next, to which day the 
farther confideration of this matter was delayed. 

The* Report of the Committee on the caufe of Penpont, delay- 
ed till Monday. 

On a motion, the Committee of Bills appointed to meet* 

Adjournment, 

Monday, June 3. 1799. Seffl uli. 

Sederunt. 

Report of the Committee of Bills called for, given in, and read, 

A Petition for Mr John Scott, Minifter of Avendale, read. The 
Aflembly unanimoufly remit to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to carry on the Procefs therein mentioned at the 
Public Expence. 

Sir John Sinclair of Ulbfter, Baronet, appeared in his place, 
and presented at: the table, for the ufe of the Aflembly, a com- 
plete fet of the printed Statiftical Account of the feveral 'Pa- 
rifties of Scotland, handfomely bound in twenty-one volumes 
odlavo, which work had! been compofed at his own requeft, 
and under his infpedion, chiefly by the feveral Minifters of 
this Church. Upon a motion made, the Moderator, in the 
Aflembly *s name, returned to Sir John Sinclair 4:he AflTembly's 
warmeft thanks, for the many inftances of his polite attention 

- to the Minifters of this Churchy for his zeal in fetting on 
foot, and his unwearied perfeverance in bringing to an aocom- 
plifljment, this great work of the Statiftical Account of Scot- 
land : And the Aflembly gratefully accepted of the Honour- 
able Baronet's handfome Donation, of a complete Set of the 
faid moft ufeful and meritorious work. And upon another 
motion made, it was unanimoufly agreed, That the Book 
fhould be depofited with the Records and Papers of this 
Church, under the care of the Clerks of AflTembly. And 
the General Aflembly, fenfible of the importance and utility 
of this Work, and being of opinion, that a copy of the whole 
Book fliould be purchaied by every Parifli within the King- 
dom, renewed the recommendation of laft Aflembly to the 
Members of this Aflembly, and to all the Minifters of this 
Church, to confult their different Pariflies with regard to the 
moft prudent and effedual means of obtaining this objed. 

The Report of the Committee on the Caufe againft Mr Nivi- 
fon, Minifter of Penpont, called for, given in, and read, and 
unanimoufly approved of: Therefore, the Aflembly agreeable 
thereto, found, That the firft article of the Libel is not rele- 
vant : 
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vant : Found, That the fixth article of the Libel is relevant: 

And with refpeCt to the feoond, third, fourth, and £l^b articles 

df the Libel, found, Thajt thejraic not rdewnt, 10 refpeQ: 

/ that thej do not diredly charge th^ Pannel with being Guilty 

of the Grime of FornicaCioxi, i founded upon in the major 

propoiition of the Libel, but only ftate fads and pircumftan- < 

ces, from which it may be piefumed or inferred, that the Pan- 

nel was. Guilty of faid Crime, at the time and plaoe libelled ; 

and, therefore, remitted to the Preibytery, with power to a- 

mend their Libel as to thefe articles, if they ihall fee caufe, 

and to proceed according to the rules of the Church : And 

found, That, as the major propoiition of the Libel founds up*' 

on certain crimes, which when committed by a Miniiler or 

Preacher of the Gofpel, fubjed fuch Minifter or Preacher to 

Depofition, the Libellers cannot charge the Pannel with any 

crime or offence, faid to have been committed prior to his 

licenfe as a Probationer of this Church : And farther foupd. 

That when any Criminal Ad is fpecially charged, it is necif- 

fary to mention the time withiq which fuch Criminal Ad is 

faid tQ have been committed, and that fuch time Ib^l in no 

cafe exjcecd the period of one-^year. 

The Aflembly refumed the confideratiqn of the Chapel of Eafe 

at Anderfton, and unanimoufly adopted certain regulations 

for the faid Chapel, on the condition mentioned in the Affem- • 

bly's Minute on this fubjedon Saturday laft : And in cafQ.of 

any Reference, Complaint or Appeal upon this fubjed, the 

Affembly authorifed their Commiflion in Auguft, or any fub- 

fequent Commiflion, to receive and judge thereon, according 

to the rules of the Church. 

The draught of a Paftoral Admonition was given fn by the 

Committee on the Overtures, refpeding Vagrant Teachers 

See Printed arid Sunday Schools, which was read, unjinimoufly approved of, 

Afts, Nd*XL and adopted by the Affembly^ and upon a motion made, the 

General Aflembly ordained. That this Admonition Ihall be 

read by all the Minifters of this Church, and of the Chapels 

of Eafe therewith connedetj, from their refpediye Pulpits, 

upon the firft Lord's day after receiving printed copies of the 

fame ; and for that purpofe, the Aflembly dired their Clerks 

to caufe 4000 copies, thereof to be forthwith printed, and that 

iwo Copies be tranfmitted without delay to each Minifter of 

this Church, to each Minifl:er of any Chapel of Eafe conned- 

ed therewith, to the Sheriff-depute of every County, and to 

the Chief Magiftrate of every Royal Burgh : And the Affem- 

bly appointed a Committee for fuperintending the tranfmif- 

fion of copies of the faid Admonitipn to all concerned : And 

the Affembly infl.rud their Commiflion in Auguil, or any fub- 

fequent Commiflion, to. pay particular attention to the pro- 

grefs of Miflionary and Itinerant Preachers, and to take fuch 

lleps ^s fliall appear neceffary to guard the Church from any 

dangers with which ibe may be threateqe4 from that Quarter. 

The 
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The Committee alfo, in terms of their appointment, gave in 
their Report refpeding Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, See Printed 
which was read, and unanimoufly approved of; and the Af- Afts, Nb. XIL 
fenibly ordained 1500 popies thereof tp be printed, and a co- 
• py tranfmitted to the Moderator of every Prefbytery of this 
Church, to be laid before their refpeftive Prelbyteries, and al- 
fo a copy to be fent to every Minifter of this Church. 

The faid Committee further gave in their Report on the Peti- 
tion of the Parochial Schoolmafters, which was read, and. ap- 
proved of by the Affembly j and agreeable thereto, the Af- 
iembly feel themfelves called upon, as the Conftitutional Su- 
perintendants of all Schoolmafters and Teachers of Youth 
within the bounds of the Church, to declare. That they con- 
fider what is alleged in that Petition as founded in truth ; 
that the Parochial Schoolmafters are, by the nature of their 
office, entrufted, in a confiderable degree, with the important 
charge of inftilling into the minds of the rifing Generation, 
the principles of Religion and Morality ; and if they are 
faithful in the execution of that charge, are well intitledto 
encouragement : That they are a moft ufeful body of men, 
whofe exertions have contributed very much to the improve- 
ment and the fuccefs erf the People of Scotland : That in 
many Parifties their appointments are fo fmall as fcarcely to 
equal the gains of a day-labourer : That it would be extreme- 
ly defirable, if means could be devifed for holding forth to 
men of found principles and of good capacity, fufficient en- 
couragement to undertake the office of Parochial School- 
matters, efpecially in the prefent times, when many are en- 
deavouring, by various means, to inftil into the minds of the 

. rifing Generation, principles not only inimical to Religion, to 
Morality and Virtue, but fubverfive of all order in Society, 
and deftru6iive of our happy Conftitution in 'Church and 
State : That the General Affembly find it without their fphere 
to give any diredlion to the Petitioners as to the particular 
method of accomplifliing their objedl : That they truft the 
Petitioners will continue by a diligent and unwearied atten- 
tion to the duties of their office, to recommend themfelves to 
the countenance and proteftion of the Landed Intereft of 
Scotland. 

The Committee on Orkney Grievances renewed, with the in- 
ftruftions given to them by Affembly 1797 ; and Mr Thomas 
Gordon, writer to the Signet, was added to the Committee, 
and appointed Convener thereof. 

Lift of Probationers produced^ their names read out, and order- 
ed to be Recorded. 

The Affembly referred the Caufe of Mr Henderfon at Dryfdale 
to the Commiffion to meet to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 
and authorife and give full powers to the Commiffion to de- 
cide finally therein. And 

All other Caufes not decided by the Affembly are referred to 
the Commiffion. 

0. A 
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A Committee named to revife the Minutes of the Aflembly's 

proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 

upon fuch of the Ads of the Aflembly as are to be (landing 

rules, in order to their being printed. 
The minutes of this day*s Sederunt were read ; the minutes of 

former Sederunts having been -read at the diets fubfequent 

thereto. 
The Moderator's fpeech to the Aflembly, and »to his Grace the 

Commifiioner. 
The Lord High Commiffioner's fpeech to. the Affembly. 
•See Prbtcd A61 appointing next diet of Aflembly. 
AasjNo.XJII. The Aflembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pfalms, and 

pronouncing the Blefling. 
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The KlNG*g CommiiEoii to David Earl 
of Leven and Melvill produced^ 
and ordered to be recorded* 

kdinburgbf May iz,iZoo, 

THE General Assembly of this National 
Church being convened add conftitiited^ 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David Earl of Leven and. 
MELVILL, the King's Commiifion, fealed 
vrith the feal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be 
kept and ufed in Scotlandy in place of the Great Seal 
of Scotland, oxaking and ponftituting him his Ma- 

jcfty's 



4 "tbe ACTS qf. the 

jefty^s High Commiflioner and Reprefentative in this 
A^m&Iy; yrlMh CommiSkm was pubitcty read with 
al! due honour and refped, and ordered to be record- 
ed in the books; of Aflemblyi— the tenor whereof fol- 
lows: 



r^KQRGIUS, Belgratid, Magna Britannia^ Jfiuuicia^ 
^^ et Hiberniay ReXy Fiiiei Dtfenfor : Omnibus probis bo- 
minibus^ ad quos prafenUs liters nojlra pervenerint^ falu^ 
tern, ^andoquidem Nos conJideranteSj quod Generalis EccU- 
Jia Scotia Conventus in vigejimum fecundum diem Mali proxi" 
mi convenire ordinatus fuit ; Nosque ahunde cupidi^ et necef- 
farium ejfe judicantes in commodum diSe ^eclejia^ ut idem 
Generalis Conventus die Jlatuto debit i obfervetur^ atque rebus 
magni momenti Nos alio vocantibus^ dido Conventui perfona^ 
liter inter eJfe nequimus j Nosque abunde JatisfaBi de fuffici* 
entia et fidelitate fidelijjiml ^et pradiledijffimi Nojlri Con/an" 
gmtsei Davidif Comitis ii Lqiven et Melvill, quod ad 
fummum munus Nojlri fuprtmi CommiJJionarii ad diBum Gene^ 
ralem Convent um rite exercendum et obeundem ufquequaque Jit 
inJlruSus: Nov^ritis ig^itur^ $s!os oominajfe^ conjlituijfe et Qf 
dindjfe^ tenoreque pra/entiunif nomin^ref conjlituere^ et drdi- 
nare, memoratum fidelijffimum etpr^dileSliJJimnm Nojlrum Con- 
Janguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melvill, Ju^ 
premum Nojlrum CommiJfionarium dido Generali Ecclefia Scotia 
Conventui; dando et concedendo tlliplenam potejlatem^ commij- 
Jionem^ et warrantum^Jacram Nojlram Perjonam et auSorita- 
' tern regalem reprafentandi^ nea^on prafentiam Nojlram /up- 
plendi^et locum Nojlrum in di6lo fuBjequenti Generali Conventu, 
tauquam Commijftonario Nojlro ad banc effedum Jpecialiter 
cory^jtuto^ tenendif omniague aUa^adimperinmet mutuus OofH- 
msffionarii pro Generali Ecclefia Conventu peragendiy tarn plene 
mdemfue liber i in cpio^is reJpeStu^ quaffiqulM^t alius in (9dem 
Jummo munere fecerat^ Jeu quovis tempore prater it of acere po- ^ 
tuerat, vfl ac Ji l^osipji perfsnaHterprafintesfacerepotue- 
rimus'. ^aque omnia et finguUij qua dicfus David Comes 
de Leven et Melvill, in hac Nojlra commijfione profequenda . 
ligitimi fecerit^feu jitri ordinavfrit^ Nos fir miter approbamus 
et ratificamus. Infuper omnibus et fmgulis diBi Conventus et 
hctlefia pnflorU)usit prejbytirii, c ate risque quibufcunque^ intr^ 
illam partem Mngna' Britannia Scoriam wcatamy Jubditis 
Noftris, ctrjujcunqite gradus feu quaUiatis^ vt di&um Davidem ,^ 
Gomitem deLevcnet Melvill, tanquam fupremum Nojlrum 
Ctmmjftotiarimmy quoad effcAum it mdum fuprd mentiona- 
turn J rev^reantur'y ugnofcant it audiant^ Jirtfii mandamus i$ 
pracipimus : /Itque banc Nofiram commlJioneh 4 diSio vigefir 
moftcundo die Maii froximt Uifipere^ etdeiof^s, durante Ju^ 

feqnente 
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fequente feffione diSti Generalis Conventus in vigore continuare^ 
declaramus, vel ufquedum a Nobis revacabitur^ et exonerabi- 
tur. In cujus rei tejlmonium, prafentihiu^Jigilhm Nojirum 
per Unionis traBatum cufiodiend. et in Scotid vice et loco 
Magni Sigilli ejufdem utend. ordinal.^ appendi mdndavimus. 
Apud Ottlam Nojlram apud St James's, decimo quinto die 
menfts Aprilis, anno Domini millefimo, odingentejimoy Regnique 
Nojlri anno quadragejimo. 

Perftgnaturam manu S. D. N. Regis fupra/criptam. 



II. 

The King's moft gracious Letter to the 
General Affembly, prefented to them 
by his Majeft/s Commiffionen 

GEORGE R. 

RIght Reverend and Well-beloved, We greet you 
well. The uniform experience- We have had for 
fo long a courfe of years, of your attachment to Our Per- 
fon, of your zeal for the interefts of Religion, and of 
the wiiHom and prudence of ydur proceedings, cannot 
fail to enhance the fatisfadion We have always felt in 
giving the fandion of Our Royal Authority to the Meet- 
ings of your Venerable Body* 

The objefts of your deliberations are among the moft 
important that can engage the attention of men. The. 
propagation of Chriftian Knowledge, the maintenance of 
the Reformed Religion, the difcouragement of vice and 
inynorality, and the diffufion of a fpiric of charity and 
benevolence, andj of fubmiffion to the laws; are ends 
which muft excite in you the moft ardent zeal for their 
attainment* 

You will doubtlefs have felt, that your labours are be- 
come doubly important, and, in the fame proportion, 
more painful and difficult, from the oppofition of factious 
men, enemies of our Religion, and of all focial order, 
and legal Government. The fuccefs with which you 

B have 
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have hitherto withftood their pernicious defigns, affords 
the fureft ground of confidence, that the contitiiiance of 
your exertions, united with thofe of Our other good and 
loyal fubj^ds, will ultimately prove effedual, and that 
We (hqill be enabled, with the aid of Divine Providence, 
to tranfmit to pofterity the. unimpaired enjoyment of all 
the bleflings, civil and religious, of our free and happy 
Conftitution. 

The cdiftrefs under which a large portion of your fel- 
low ci-eatures mull inevitably labour, during thefe times 
of fcarcity with which it has pleafed Almighty God to 
vifit us, will not efcape your attention; and will call 
upon you individually, in the difcharge of your facred 
fundions, to inculcate with additional ardour the indif- 
penfable obligation of relieving, according to the abilities 
of each, the neceffities of the poor. 

We have again thought fit to appoint Our Right Tryfliy 
and Right Well-beloved Coufifa David, Earl of Leven 
and M^ELV1LL, to be our Comraiflioner, to reprefent Oar 
Perfon and Royal Authority m this- prefent Aflembly j 
not 4oubting, but that the fame eminent qualifications 
which have recommended him to Our repeated choice, 
will continue to make him acceptable to you, in the exe- 
cution of the high and important trufl; committed to his 
care. And We have charged him, in a moft efpecial 
manner, to aflure you of Our great fenfe of your lleady 
and firm zeal for Our fervice, and of Our refolution to 
preferve and maintain the Church of Scotland as by law 
eftablifhed, in the full and free enjoyment of all its rights 
and privileges* ' . • 

Trufting in the goodnefs of Almighty God, that He 
will blefs your pious labours with His efpecial favour, We 
commend you to His gracious protedion; and fo We bid 
you heartily farewell. — Given at Our Court of St James's, 
the 6th day of May 1800, in the fortieth year of Our 
Reign. 

By his Majefty's Command, 

PORTLAND. 

Addrefled thus : — To the Right Reverend and Well-beloved^^ 
tbt Moderator, Uinijlers and Elders^ of the General AJfem- 
bly of the Cburch of Scotland. 



ill. 
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Address to his Majesty, on his late 
Providential Efcape from AflalEna- 
tion. 



May it pleafe Tour Majejiy, 

WE, the Minifters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in the General Aflembly, beg leave to 
approach Your Majefty's Throne, with trembling yet 
joyful hearts, on Your late Providential efcape from the 
hand of a traiterous aflaffin. . 

That even treafon itfelf (hould dare to attempt a life 
fo precious to Your faithful fubjeds, which has been en- 
deared to them by the exercife of every virtue that can 
adorn the charader of a Patriot King, excites our utmoft 
horror and indignation : While, at the fame time, l^he 
guardian care of Divine Providence, in preferving the 
Father of his Country to his grateful and affedionatc 
people, raifes in our breaft every fentiment of piety and 
thankfulnefs to the God of Heaven. 

When we convey to Your Majefty our warmeft con- 
gratulations on this awful event, we cannot fail to obferve, 
how much the mod imminent dangers illuftrate Your 
Majefty 's Chriftian fortitude and magnanimity ^ endear 
You ftill more and more to Your admiring fubjeds ; and 
call forth Cur moft fervent prayers, for the prolongation 
of a life fo important, at this jundure, to them and to all 
the Nations of Europe, till Your Majefty ftiail have com- 
pleted the glories of Your Reign, in the accompliftiment 
of all Your exalted plans for the fecurity of Great Bri- 
tain^ and the peace of the world. 

That Almighty God may ever keep Your Majffty un- 
der His Divine protedion; that He may blefs Yoii in 
Your Perfon, Family and Government ; that he may 
blefs Your Royal Confort the Queen, the Prince and 
Princess of WaleS; and all the Royal Family j and that, 

^ after 
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after a long and profperous reign, You may exchange an 
earthly for a celeftial crown, through the merits of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, are the eameft prayers of. 

May it pleafeYour Majefty, 

Your Majefty's moft dutiful, 

Moft faithful. 

And moft obedient Subjefls, 

The Minifters and Elders met in tBis Ge- 
neral Jffimbly of the Cburcb of Scotland, 

Signed in our name. 

In our prefence, 

And at our appointment, by 
Edinburgh, ^ 
May 33. 1800.3 

GEORGE BAIRD, Moderator. 



^^^^^^^0^0^^^^^M^^C^^^^^ 



IV. 

The General AiTembly's Anfwer to the 
King's moft gracious Letter* 

May it'pleafe your Majejiy^ 

THE gracious letter with which Your Majefty has 
been pleafed to honour this meeting of the General 
Aflembly of the Church of Scotland, was received .with 
the utmoft refped and gratitude. 

The approbation of the fpirit and proceedings of for- 
mer Aflemblies, which Your Majefty's benignity has con- 
defcehded to expr&fs with fo much paternal aftedioni is 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly gratefol to us as a Body, and operates on our 
feelings as an encouragement to follow, in attachment td 
^oiir Majefty's Perfon, in zeal for the interefts of Reli- 
gion, and in charity towards one antathef , the example of 
thofe enlightened and virtuous -men who have gone be- 
fore us; and to deferve, like them, that fandion of Royal 
Authority which gives folemnity and effecft to' the deci- 
lions of our National Church. 

Imprefled with a juft fenfe of the in^portant nature of 
thofe objeds which claim our confideration, we beg leave 
to adlure Your Majefty, that the propagation of Chriftian 
knowledge, the maintenance of the Reformed Religion, 
the difcouragement of vice and immorality, and the dif- 
fufion of a fpirit of chatity and benevolence, and of fub- 
miilion to* the laws,, are ends which fliall continue to ex- 
cite in our minds the moft ardent zeal for theij: attain* 
ment. 

In the trying and eventful period in which we live, 
,we have f|lt that oifr labours have become doubly im- 
portant, both to private happinefs and the public fafety ; 
while we have alfo had the mortification to difcover, 
that in the fame proportion they have been rendered 
more painful and difficult, by the oppofition of fa'dious 
men, enemies of our Rdigion, and of all focial order and , 
legal Government. We rejoice, that our honeft and un* 
remitted exertions, in union with thofe of Your Maje- 
fty 'sot her good and loyal fubjeds, have hitherto been 
fuccefsful in fruftrating their pernicious defigns : And 
in full affurance of the continued favour of Providence 
to a righteous caufe, we look forward with confidence 
to the termination of this great conflict, when Your 
Majefty fliall be .enabled to tranfmit to ppfterity the un- * 
impaired enjoyment of all the bleflings, civil arid reli* 
gious, of our free and4iappy conftitution. 

The diftrefs under which a large portion of our itU 
low-creatures has inevitably laboured, during thefe times 
of fcarcity with which it has pleafed Almighty God to 
vifit us, has repeatedly claimed our ferious attention: 
And amidft the hardftiips to which bur people miift ftill 
fubrait, it gives us the moft fincere fatisfadipn to aflure- 
Your Majefty, that in no period known to us have the 
good feftfe, the patriot ifm, and the charity of the coun- 
try, been more confpicuoufly difplayed. The care em- 
ployed by the opulent and well-informed, to point out 
the nature and extent of the vifitation, and to provide 

C * the 
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the means of alleviating its preflure, has been mofl; me- 
ritorious. Of this the poor themfelves are not infen- 
fible J and the patience and refignation which they have 
very generally exercifed under difficulties feldom known 
in our land, give us room to hope, that m the honeft pur- 
faits of induftry, and m dutiful fubminion to lawful au- 
thority, they will quietly wait for the return of a more 
favourable harveft. Meanwhile, we beg leave to aiHir^ 
Your Majefty, that in the individual difcharge of the 
duties of our fundion,'we fhall not fail to inculcate, 
with additional ardour, the indifpenfable obiigatibn of 
relieving,' according to the abilities of each, the uepeHi* 
ties of the poor. 

Your Majefty's Donation of L. looo for propagating 
Chriftian Knowledge in the Highlands and Illands of 
Scotland, was received with much gratitude, as a freih 
inftance of Your paternal folicitude for the heft interefts 
of Your people, as well as of the confidence which You 
are pleafed to repofc in the wifdom and fidelity of this 
AlTembly : And it ftiall be our endeavour, By a prudent 
and juft application of it, to promote the pious purpofes 
for which it^is beftowcd. 

The appointment of the Earl of Leven and MelvcU 
to rpprefent your Majefty's facred perfon and royal au-. 
thority in this prefent Aflcmbly, we regard as a pleafingl 
teftlmony of your afTedion to our Church, The arttach* 
ment of this Noble Lord to your Majefty's perfon, his 
zeal for the interefts of the Church of Scotland, and the 
virtues of his private life, the eminent qualifications 
which have recommended him to yout Majefty's repeat-: 
ed choice, endear him to us in the execution of the high 
and important truft committed to his care. The flat- 
tering manner in which he has commuilicated the gra- 
cious afTurance of the fenfe which yeur Majefty is* plea- 
fed to entertain of our fteady and firm zeal for your 
fervice, has given us the trueft pleafiire : And wp rely 
with entire confidence in your Majefty *s refolution to 
preferve and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by law 
-eftabliftied, in the full and free enjoyment of all its 
rights and privileges. 

That Almighty God may continue to preferve Your 
facred life, to guide Your Councils, and profper Your ad- 
miniftration : That he may blefs our Moft Gracious 
Queen, the Prince and. Princess of rW ales, and all 
the Royal Family j — and that, after a long, life of emi- 
nent and exemplary virtue upon earth, You may, through 

the 
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the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, receive in Hea- 
Ten the recompetife of reward, are the iincere prayers 
of, 

May it plcafe Your Majcfty, 

YoiirMajefty's moft faithful, 

Mod; obedient. 

And moft loyal Subjeds^ 

. , Itbe Mintfters and Elders met. in this Ge- 
neral AJfembfy of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In OUT prefence, 

Aiad at our appointment, by > 

May 34«itDa.> 

GWiSiG'E.^UKD, Moderator. 



^ft^^^^i^^^^^^^^^ 



V. 



Address to His Majesty on the pre- 
fent Situation of Public Affairs. 



Mojl Gracious Sovereign^ 

WE, Your Majefty's dutiful and loyal TubjeSs, the 
Minifters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, 
met in the General Aflembly, beg leave to approach the 
Throne with fentiments of the lincereft attachment to 
Your Perfon and Government. 

Grateful 
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Grawful to Providence for that happy donftitutron 
under which Britons have fo long enjoyed every bl^^nfT 
that can fweeten and adorn focial life, we refled with 
the deepeft regret on thofe groundlefs complaints and 
murmurings which were heard at no diftant period in 
every corner of our land, and which furniftied a juft fub- 
jed of alarm to the friends of order ^nd peace. But we 
' rejoice to think, that the exertions of the virtuous, the 
writings of the wife, and the (eafonable interpoHtion of 
Public Authority, have ferved, by the bleflingof Heaven, 
to counterad the infidious arts of the difaffeded,; and it 
affords us the fincereft fatisfaflion to be able to aflure 
Your Jviajefty, that among the great body of the people 
committed to our care, there prevails an unflifaken at- 
tachment to our excellent Conftitution in Church and 
State, and a juft abhorrence ,of that;fyftem of impiety 
and anarchy which hath fpread mifery and defolation 
through many parts of the earth. - . .. 

In reviewing the events of a war, on the fuccefs of 

which depends the pr^fervation of all that is dear tp a 

virtuous mind, we admire the wifdom and the fteadineis 

of Your Majefty's Councils^ which have kept alive the 

hopesi and Animated the exertions, of the. other States of 

Europe i and w]iile our devout acknowledgments afcend 

to the Lord of Hofts, who hath fupported our righteous 

caufe, with heartfelt pleafure we congratulate Your 

Majefty on the many important advantages wUich haire 

been obtained in the courfe of laft year, by the arms of 

our Country, and our Allies. We .recoiled, with joy, 

that during this period, Italy hath been delivered from 

the tyranny of lawlefs force.; that to the kingdom of 

Naples its ancient Conftitution hath been reftored ; that 

in Egypt, a defperate plan hath been fruftrated, by which 

our enemies hoped to fpread fedition and^umult through 

the remoteft regions of the earth ; and that the defeat 

of a formidable rival, whom their reftlefs hoftility had 

excited ag^'inft us, hath placed the Britiih poffeflions iu 

India in a ftate of permanent tranquillity; and that/on 

the coaft of Holland, a fleet, equipped for the very pur- 

pofe of conveying invaders to our fhores, hath furrender- 

ed to us without a battle, adding a new and a glorious 

trophy to the many iignal vidories which the valour of 

our feamen hath obtainedr 

In this rapid fucceflion of events which contribute fo 
much to the fecurity of our native country, and the ge- 
neral interefts of mankind, we adore the providence of 
that Almighty Being, to whom *' the glory and the vic- 

•- . " tory 
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^^ tory belong;" and we would improve them as a 
ground of hope, that the caufe of religion and good or- 
der will triumph over all oppofition ; and that the ef- 
forts of Britain and her Allies will be crowned with 
fuch further fuccefs as may enfure a happy termination 
of the important conteft in which. they are engaged. 

That Almighty God may proted Your Majesty's per- 
fon, diredt Your Councils, and profper Your Admihiftra- 
tion ; that he may blefs our Gracious Queen Charlotte, 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all thq Royal 
Family ; and that after fway ing the fceptre for many years 
with wifdom and felicity, over a loyal, a virtuous, and a 
happy people, you may, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
receive that unfading crown which awaits the righteous, 
are the earneft prayers of 

May it pleafe YourMajefty, 

Your Majefty's moft dutiful, 

Moft faithful, 

And moft obedient Subjeds, 

The Minifiers and Elders met in this Gene-* 
ral Affembly of the Church of Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 

In our prefence. 

And at our appointment, by 

GEORGE BAIRD, Moderate f. 



Edinburgh, 
Maj^o. 1800. 



D VI. 
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VI. 

Commission of the GenerarAffembly 
to certain Minifters and Ruling El- 
ders, for difcufling affairs referred to 
them. 

Edinburgh^ May 31. 1800. Sejf. 9. 

THJE General Assembly did, and hereby do, nomi- 
nate, commiflipn and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
George Baird, Principal of the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, their Moderator: And, — From the Prejbytery of 
Aberdeen^ Dr William Laurence Brown, Principal and 
Profeflbr of Divinity, Marifchall College, Dr Gil- 
bert Gerard, Profefibr of Divinity in King's College, Mr 
George Morifon at Banchory Devenick, Mr John Leflie 
at Fintray, Minifters ; William Robertfon, Efq; Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church, William Simpfon, Efq; 
Cafhier to the Royal Bank, Edinburgh, Ruling Elders : — 
Frqm the Marijchcdl College^ Dr Robert Hamilton, Pro- 
feflbr of Philofophy in that Univerfity: — From the 
Prejbytery of Kincardine O^Neal, Mr Alexander Mearns at 
Cluny, Mr Andrew Watfon at Tarland, Mr John Roger 
at Kincardine O'Neal, Minijlers ; William Macdonald, 
Efq; of Renetton, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of 
Ellon^ Mr George Pirie at Slains, Mr Duncan Mearns at 
Tarvis, Minijlers; Dr HughMacleod, Profeflbr of Church 
Hiftory, Glafgow, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery 
of Gariocb^ Mr James Douglas at Premnay, Mr George 
Skene Keith at Keithhall and Kinkell, Mr Robert Shep- 
herd at Daviot, Minijlers i William Gordon, Efq; of 
Rothney, writer to the Signet, Ruling^Elder : — From the 
Prejbytery of Deer^ Mr William Anderfop at St Fergus, 

Mr 
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Mr James Greig at Pitfligo, Dr George Moir at Peter- 
head, Minijiers ; Mr Alexander Youngfon, writer to the 
Signet j Ruling Elder r — From the Prejbytery of Turriff^ Mr 
Alexander Johnftone at Monqiihitter^Mr William Stuart 
at Turriff! Minijersf Mr Archibald Milne, writer to the 
Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Forjyce, 
Mr Walter Chalmers at Delkford, Mr George Dona(dfon 
at Rathven, Minijiers; Mr George Andrew, writer, 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elder i-^From the Prejbytery o£ St rat b-- 
bogie^ Mr Francis Forbes at Grange, Mr John Cruick- 
ihunk at Glafs, Minijiers ; Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling EU 
der .'-^Fvom the Prejbytery of^berlour, Mr George Cruick- 
ihank at Rothes, Mr Willlani Spence at Inveraven, Mi- 
nijiers ; The Honourable Arthur Duff of Orton, Ruling 
Eider:— From the Prejbytery of Abernethy^ Dr John Ander- 
fon at Kingufie,. Mr John Gordon at Alvie, Minijiefs; Dr 
Gregory Grant, phyfician in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder : — 
From the Prejbytery of Elgin^ Mr Lewis Gordon at 
Drainie, Mr J^mes Gillan at Speymouth, Minijiers ; The 
Mod Noble the Marquis of Huntly, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of Forres, Mr William Stephen at Raffbrd, 
Mr John Macdonell at Forres, Minivers ; George Cu- 
min, Efq; of Rclugas, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder: 
—From the Burgb of For resy Robert Gordon, Efq; writer 
to the Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Nairn, Mr Hugh 
Caidcr at. Croy, Mr John Paterfon at Auldearn, Mini- 
^ers ; Alexander Grant, Efq; writer to the Signet, /?i;r- 
littg Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Invernejs^ Mr Alex- 
ander Frafer at Kirkhill, Mr William Smith at Petty, 
Minijiers ; Simon Frafer of Faraline, Efq; Ruling Elder: — 
From the Prejbytery of Cbanonry, Mr James Smith at 
Avoch, Mr Robert Smith at Ctohiarty, Minijiers; Mr 
William Sprott, Solicitor at Law, Edinburgh, Ruling El- 
der : From the Burgb of Fortroje, William Inglis, Efq; 
writer to the Signet : — From the Prejbytery of Tain, Mr 
John Rofs at Logie Eafter, Mr Thomas Urquharfc at 
Rofekeen, Minijiers; Charles Rofs, Efq; Advocate, Ruling ^ 
Elder :— From the Prejbytery o( Dingwall, Mr Angus Be- 
thune at Alnefs, Mr Harry Robertfon at Kiltearn, Mini- 
vers; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to the Signet, Ru- 
ling ^Elder.—F vom the Prejbytery oi Abertarpby Mr Tho- 
ihas Rofs at Kilmanivaig, Mr James Fowler at Urquhart, 
Minijiers ; Col Macdonald of Dalnefs, Efq; Ruling Elders ; 
— Froni the Prejbytery of Sky, Mr Martin Macpherfon at 
Sleat, Mr Alexander Campbell at Portree, Minijiers; The 
Right Honourable Alexander Wentworth, Lord Macdo- 
nald, /i«r/wi^ Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Uiji, Mr Ed- 
mund 
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mund Macqueen at Barra, Dr John Macleod at Harris^ 
Minijers} Hedor Macdonald Buchanan, Efq; writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Loch- 
carron, Mr John Macrae at Glenfhiell, Mr Alexander , 
Downie at Lochalfh, Minifiers} Bailie Daniel Miller, 
merchant, Canongate, Ruling Elder : — From the Pre/byte^ 
ry of "tonguej Mr John Thomfon at Durnefs, Mr James 
Dingwall at Farr, Minifiers ; Mr William Maclean, mer- 
chant, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — ^From the Prejbytery oi 
Caitbnefs^ Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Patrick 
Nicolfon at Thurlb, M/V/j/^^rj ; Sir John Sinclair, Baro- 
net, of Ulbfftert Ruling Elder:— From the Burgb of Wick^ 
James Home, Efq; W. S. : — From the Prejbytery of Kirl- 
tvall^ Mr James Watfon at South Ronaldfay, Mr Hugh 
Stalker at Kirkwall, Minijlers; Thomas Gordon, Efq; 
writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery 
of Cairjlone^ Mr John Malcolm at Firth and Stennefs, Mr 
Gavin Hamilton at Hoy and Gx2tin(:iy ^ Minijlers ; David 
Reid, Efq; of his Majefty's Cuftoms, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Prejbytery of North IJles^ Mr John Anderfon at Stron- 
fa and Eda, Mr George Barry at Shapinfha, Minifiers ; 
John Grieve, E(q; Commiflioner of Ercife, Ruling Elder : 
— From the Prejbytery of Zetland, Mr William Jack at 
North Mavln, Mr Thomas Macfarlane at Braflay, Mini^ 
Jlers; Profeflbr Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, Ruling El- 
der : — ^From the Prejbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Erfkine, 
Edinburgh^ Dr David Johinftone, North Leith, Dr Wil- 
liam Moodie, Edinburgh, Mr William Cameron at Kirk- 
newton, Dr James Finlayfon, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas 
Macknighr, South Leith, Minijlers ; Chdrles Hope, Efq; 
Advocate, Andrew Wauchope, Efq; of Niddry Marfliall, 
David Willifon, Efq; one of the prefent Bailies of Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elders: — From the City of Edinburgh , The 
Right Honourable Sir James Stirling, Baronet, Lord Pro- 
voft of the City, Mr Thpm^s Kennedy, Convener of the 
Tradef : — From the Prejbytery of Linlithgow, Mr John 
Henderfon at Queensferry, Dr Hugh Meiklejohn at A- 
bercorn, Mr John Mu,ckerfay at Weft-Calder, Mr Robert 
Kennie at Borrowftounnefs, Minijlers j The Right Ho- 
nourabte Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elders : — From the Burgh of S^ueensjer- 
ry^ Mr Alexander Macnab : — From the Prejbytery of Big- 
j^^r, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, Mr William Stra- 
chan at Culter, Mr James Somerville at Symington, Mi^ 
nijiers ; John Brown, Efq; of Cultermains, iJ///iw^ £/^(?r,- 
. — From the Prejbytery of Peebles, Mr David Anderfon at 
Kirkurd, Mr Alexander Ker at Stobo, Minijlers ; James 

Montgomery, 
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Montgomery > Efq; Advocate, iJiz/i/^f JE/^rr :— From ti^e 
Burjib of Ttebles^ Thomas Graniloun, Efqj: writer tp: the 
Signet^ — From the Prtjbyury of Dalkeith^ Dr Alexander 
Carlyfle at Iiiverefls, Mr Thomas iCoulftoun, afliftant^t 
Peitnycuik, Mr Henry Home Grieve ratiCrichcpn, Mi* 
nifters^ The Right Honourable the Lord . Advocate, ii^l 
ling Elder :^¥xQm the Prejbytery^ oi Haddington^ Mr D^^- 
vid Py per at Pencaitland, Mr George Hamiltpn at Gladf- 
muir, Mr Andrew Tohnfton at; ,Saltoun, Minijhrs ; Wil- 
liam Law,*£rq;.Q| Elvingftoae, RulingElder: — .From 
the Burgb of Haddington^ Robert Roughead^. Efq; prefent 
Provoft of Haddington .—From the Burgh of North Ber- 
wick, Sir James Suttie of Balgone, Baroniet :— From the 
Prejbytery of Dunbar^ Mr James W^Uiamfon at Whiteicirk, 
Mr Alexander Giraham at Spott» Minifien ; The Right 
Honourable the Earl of Hadinton, Ruling Eider : — From 
iht. Burgh of DuHbar, The Hoooui:abl^, Henry Erfkine^ Ad- 
voAa^e :— From the Prejbytery of Pun/CfMr George Cun- 
ningham at Dumfe^ Mr John Stew^^rt at Qree^law, Mior- 
^^ers } Mathew Sandilands, Efq; writer to the Signet, Ru^ 
ling Elder: — From the Prejbytery of Chirnfide, Mr A- 
braham Home at Ayton, Mr George Tod, at Eyemouth, 
Minivers J George Buchanj Efq; of Kello, Ruling E{4^t 
-f-FrOm the Prejbytery of Kelfo^ Mr Andirew Bell at Rox- 
burgh, MrWilliatt Blackie; at Yetholm, Minifiers ; Mr 
William Robtrtfon, tenant in Friars, Ruling Elder ::t^ 
From the Prejbytery of Jedburgh^ Dr Samuel Charters at 
Wiltdun^ Mr Benjamin Dickifon at Kirkton, Mr Thomas 
Campbell at Anctumj^ Mini/lersi Major John Rutherford 
of Mofsburnford, Ruling JE/^fc^'i^-r-Frpna the Prejbytery of 
Lauder^ Mr Robert Dawfon at^tpw,, Mr James Duncan 
at.Mertoii, Minifiers'j George.Bailliei ^Efq;., of Jeryif- 
wood. Ruling Elder ;— rFroqci the Burgb^cf, Lauder, The 
Right Honourable James^^EarLof Lauiderdale: — From 
the Prejbytery* of ySelkirk, Mr John Scad? at St Bofwell's, 
Mr Thomas Bardie at Aflikirk, MiiniJUrs s MarkPringle, 
Efq; of Clifton, Ruling Elder :^Yrom thc^ Burgh of SeU 
iiriy Mr Alenander GunuinghanQ^ jewejler in Edinburgh j 
— From the Prejbytery of ^nnan^ Mr Jaaies; Yorftpun at 
Hoddam,. Mr Henry Duncan at Ruthwel)^ Minijlers ; 
Jbfeph Norris^ Efq; oi ii^^^t\dr Ruling filder.y-lSrom^ 
the Burgh of Annan^ Henry Jardine, Efqj writer to tjie* 
Signet: -Frotn the Prejbytery of Langholm^ Mr Thomas 
Martin at Lan^holm^ Mr. James Arkle ;^t Caftjetown^ 
Minijhrs ; James: Robertfon, Efq; writer to; the Signet^ 
Ruling Elder :r^FTQm the Prejbytery of Lochmaben^ Mr 
Robert Little at Applcgittb, Mr William S^bbald at 

£ Johnftone^ 
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Jolinft^e, Mr James Crichtoa at Wamphray, Mim^ers ; 
Mr Dayid Welfti at Bra^foot, RuHng Elder:-^Ftom the 
J?irrj^* of LwbmaHen, Mr WiHiam Jobnftone, foliciior,' 
Edinburgh:-— FfQin the Prtjbytfry of Fmpont^ Mi: John 
Yorftoun at Morton, Mr James Keydcn at Kcir, Mini^ 
Jters i Mr James Boe In Clmdbum, Ruhng Eldtr .— Frofm 

• the Burgb of Sanqubar, Mr Archibald Douglasi folicit<)r, 
Edinburgh .-—.From the Pre/byteryo^ Dumfries, Mr James 
Macmillan at Torthorivald, Mr Geoiige Duncan at Loch- 
rutton, Mr John- Wightman at Kirkmahoc, Minifiers ; 

' Captain Thomas Crieghton of AHcbinA^eoch, Ruling EU 
der : — From Che Bargb of Dumfries, Hugh Corrie, Efq; wri- 
ter to the Signet t— From the PreJbyUry of Kirkcudbright, 
Dr Robert Muter at Kirkcudbright, Mr James Thorn* 
fbn at Rcrrick, Mr William Thorburn atJGirthon, Afi- 
mfters ; Ephraim Lockhart, Efa; of the Cuff oms at Leith, 
Ruling Elder jh^Ytom the Ptejbyury of Wigicn, Mr James 
Black at Perihinghaiti, Mr Peter Young at Wigton, Mi^ 
nijiets j Robert Hathom Stewart, Efq; of Pbyfgill, Ruliig 
jE/tfer;— From the Burgb t^ WigtMy John Jeffrey of AI- 
lerbeck, Efq; writef in Edinburgh :— From the Prefiyttry 
cff Stranratr, i)T John Mackenzie at Port Patrick, Mr 
Wiliiam Rbfe at KirkcOlm, Minivers i Thomas Adair, 

, Efq; of Gcnoch, Ruling Elder ;— From the Burgb )o{ Stran^ 
f^irr, Thomas Smith, E<q; one of the Principal Clerks to 
the Bills : — From the Prejbytery of jt^yr^Vx William Mac- 
quhae at St Quitox, Mr James Thomfon at Girvaa,.Mr 
John Ritchie at Torbjolton, Mr John Moodie at Riccar^ 
ton, Dr William Rutherford at Muirkirk, Mwjtf^rj ; Tho- 
mas Kennedy, Efq; xif Dunure, James: Fergufon, Efq; Ad- 
Vdckte, Ruitng Ew^w;-— From the Burgb of Ayr ^ The 

^Honourable George Ferguffi>n of Hermax^d, one of the 
Senators of the College of Juilace: — From the Prejbytery 
of Irvine, Mr Arthur Oughterfon at Kilbride, Mr Jamies 
Adam at Cuchbray, Mr DaVid Ritchie at Kilmarnock, 
Minijters ; ©kvid Boyle, Efq; Advocate, Ruling Elder :^ 
From the Prejbytery of Paijley, Dr Walter Young a^ Er- 
feme, Mr Robert Boog,< Abbey Church, l^aifley, Mr John' 
Forreft at^Pbtt-GIafgow, Mr Colin Gillies at Paifley, 
M/>^rrx/ keibeft Barclay, Efq; eldeft Maglftratc of 
Paifley, Archibajd Campbell, Efq; younger of Clathick, 
J{W/>f^ £/if^rj'v-^From the Bnrgb of Renjfrew, John Con* 
tiel, Eft^; AdToc«e:— i-Frotto the Prejbytery ot Hamilton^ 
Dr J^mes^^ Mefek at Cambuflang, 0r Miolsael MaccuUoch 
«t:Bbthwe!l,'Mr JamesHamilton at Shotts., Minijiersi 
Pfbf^fibr George Jardifte, Glafgow, RMling Elder ;— From 
t\it jprtjbftery -iif L^/zor^, Jt>i! Jaok^s F<srgufoii at jBdttli / 
' ^ naiUr 
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uaifi; T*tt JailttWB Maccooochie at Ctawf^rd, Afi«j/?tfr*} 
Tohn Fullartoti, Efqi Advocate, RjuHng Elder .—-From the 
Surib of Lanark, Tames Miller* Efq; Advocate :— From 
tht Prejbytery bfGlafgow, Dr^ William I^ockhart at Glaf- ^ 
gow, Mr James Ja<k at Kirkmtitloch, Mr James tapilie 
at Campfie, Mr David Dow At Cathcarif, Hmjjers ; James 
Hopk^rk, Efqj of Dalbcath^ Mr; ©avid Alifon, one of 
the mafters of the grammar fehopl GUfgow, kulu^ El- 
iers .—From the City oiGlafgvtB^ John Dunlop, Elq; of . 
Rofebank:— From the Umvtrfityoi Glsfgow, Mr James 
Mylne, Profefibr ^ M^oral Pliilofopby in the Univerfity 
of G4a%oMr :— Fwm the Burgh of ButhirgUn, James Da- 
ridfon, Efq; '«^<^»te* to the Signet :— From the Prejbytery 
of Dunbarton, Ut John Allan at Row, Mr Gordon Stew- 
art at Bonhill, Mr George Drumoaood ^t Rofeneath, Mi- 
niMs ; The Right Honourable the Lord Prefident of the 
Court of Seffion. HaUtfi Eider .— ^iom the Burgb of Dua- 
barm, Archibild Campbell, Efq; younger of^uccoth :— 
IProm the Prejbytery ^'Dimt^, Mr Archibald Maclea at 
Rothfay, Mr DoUgald Macdougal; at Lochgpilhead, Mi- 
tdjieru John Lacnont of Lonwut, gfq; /^/«y ^',^/- 
From the Burgb of Rstbfay, The Honourable William 
Macle6d Bannatyne, one of the S^ators of the College 
of Tuftice:— Froift the Prefiyttry ol^Kimyre, Df Gewge 
Robenfonat Campbeltown, Mr Powald Macdonald at Kd. 
bean Mr Duncan Smith at Kilmoriji, m Arran, Umjters ; 

Robert Davidfon, Efq; ^^l^^f-'-'^^'Jf'^J^^^ '-^^^ 
the Burgh of Campbelt^ywn, Wilham Campbell of Fairaeld, 
Efa; —-From the Prejbytery oi Inveraray, Ut Dugald 
Campbell at Kilmichael Glaffary, Mr Francs Stewart at 
CraigAifc; mijhrss John Macneil, Efq; of X)akfield, 
Baling Elder ;,-From the Burgh of Inveraray, Humphry .. 
TVafurd Campbell, Efq; Advocate : -From the Pre^^r.ry 
6i Lorn Br Tofeph Maeintyre at Glenorchy, Mr George 
cl^^ll^t At5chattan,,W;->- J^^^^ Campbell of 
tochend Efq; Ruling Elder. :^f torn the Prejfytery of 
Mutm Ateiander Campbell, ^t Ard^murchan, Mr 
Archibald MaccoU at Tity, Jfi«i>r. i Ranald Macdo- 
S Eiq; Advocate, Ruling Eldfr .-F'rom the Prejbytery ^ 
^ h^ield Mr !ohn Brodie at Kinloch, Mr William 
Sen at Au^htergaven Mr James Patrick Banner-, 
man at Cargill.Mr HughMacdougalatKillm, Min^ersj 
Tohn Hagart. Efq; Advocate, John Macntchic, Efq; wn- 
Lf MiAtir^ luUng Elders :^¥tcm the Prefiytery of 
plrtbUt A^ny DOW at Kilfpindie* Mr David. Dow at 
Irrol Mr ThoJs Taylor at Tiblermuir. Mr John Ro- 
P affiftant^GolliIe, Mmifi^i BaiUe James Dick- 
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fori, bookfcller, Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Beatfon, wri- 
ter to the Signet, Rulmg Eiders : — From the Frejbytery of 
Stirling^ Mr John Ruflell at Stirling, Mr James Robert- 
fon at <5argunno'ck, Minifieri s William Murray, Efq; of 
Touchadam, Ruling Elder : — ^From the Burgb of Stirling^ 
Convener John Button : — ^Fr6m the Prejbytery of Aucb- 
terarder, Mr John Baird at Dunning, Mr Ralph Taylor 
at Monzie, Mr William Graham at Fpflaway, Mini/lers -, 
Patrick Murray, Efq; younger of Auchtcrty re, Advocate, 
Ruling Elder .♦—From the Prtfiytery of Dunblane ^Tit Pa- 
trick Graham at Aberfoylc, Mr David Simfon at Tullial- 
Ian, Mini/lers; William Campbell, Elq; writer ia Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbytery of Dunfermline^ 
Mr Axchibald Smith at Kinrofs, Mr Allan Maclean at 
Dunfermline, Mr James Hutton at Beath, Minifiers i 
Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph Abercromby yininger of 
tuUibodie, Ruling Elder .-^From \ht Burgb of Inverkeitb- 
ittg, John Clerk, Efq; younger of Eldin, Advocate : — 
From the Prefbytery of Ktrkcaldyt Mr David Swan at 
Scbonie, Dr John Thomfon.at Markinch, Mr Thomas 
Scott at Balhngry, Minifiers ; Colonel Roger Avton of 
Inchdairny , Rulittg Elder : —From the Prejbytery of Cupar, 
Dr Michael Greenlaw at Criegh, Mr Robert Bogle at 
Logic, Mr John Martin at Strathmiglo, Mr James Key- 
den at Dunbog, Minifiers ; Dr John Govan, phyfician in 
Cupar, George Greenlaw of Hilton, Efq; BiUling Elders : 
— From the Burgb of Cupar^ Mr Walter Cook, writer, 
Edinburgh :— From the Prejbytery o^ St Andrew* s^ Dr Ro- 
bert Arnot, Profeffbr of Divinity^ St Mary's College, Mr 
Thomas Adamfon at Cameron, Mr Archibald Gillies at 
*St Monance, Mr James Macdonaldat Aqftruther Wefter, 
Minifiers 'f Niel Ferguflbn, Efq; Sheriff- depute of Fife, 
David Monypenny, Efq; younger of Pita^illie, Ruling El- 
ders : — From the Burgb of St Andren»\s, Jofeph Maccor- 
;mick, Efq; Advocate :— From the Univfirfity of St An- 
drew* s, "bx George Hill, Principal of St Mary's College: 
— From the Prejbytery oi MeigUy Mr James Ogilvie at 
Eflie and Ncvy, Mr Colin Symers at.Alyth, Mr James 
fiadenoch at Kingoldrum, Afwj/jf^r/ y Sir William Ram- 
fay, Baroniet, of Banff, RjtHng Elder ;~From the Prejly- 
tery of Forfar, Mr Thomas sOgil vie at Kirrymuir, Mr 
James Mitchell atAberlemrib, JWiwj^^rx; Mr Henry Da- 
•vid Hill, Profeffor of Greek in the United' College of St 
Andrew's, Ruling Elder : — From the BurgJb of Fotfar^KO" 
bert Grahame,.Efq; of Fintry : — From, the Prejbyttry of 
Dundee, Mr Patrick Mac vicar at Dundee, Mr Francis 
Nicoll at Mains and Strathma^ tin, Mr Alexa«ider Oavie. 

at 
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:« IncHturc, Mw{/^4fr J ; George Paterfoh, Efqj 6f Caftle-^ 
Siuntly, Ruling Elder : — ^^From the Burgh of Dundee^ Mr 
Patrick Smith, one of theprefent Magiftrates of Dundee : 
—From the Prejbytery of Jterbrotbock^ Mr WilHam Mil- 
ligan atKirkden, Mr Alexander Carnegie at Inverkeillori 
Jdinijkrs'i Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, Canongate, 
Ruling Elder : — From the Prejbyttfy^i Breebin^ Mr Alex- 
ander Peters at Lpgie Pert, Mr Andrew Fergufon at 
Maryton, Mr Robert Coots, affiftant at Brechin, Mw- 
Jlers J John Mottcrieff, Efq; apothecary, Edinburgh, 
RuUffg Elder .-—From the^irr^i ^f J5r^rAw,tAdam Gilljes, v 
Efq; AdTocate : — ^From the Prejbytery of Fordouft, Mr 
James Scott at Benholme, Mr James Traill at Ecclefgreig, 
Mr George Cook at LaurenceWirk, R^nijlers ; Profeflbr 
John Stewart, Marifchail College, Aberdeen, Ruling El^ 
^r .•—And the General Aflembly added thereto, Mr* John 
Inglis, one of the Miniftersof Edinburgh, in place of the 
Moderator 5 to be Commissioners of thris General Af* 
fembly, to the effe<2 after mentioned ; with power to the 
faid Commiflioners, or their quorum, which is hereby de- 
clared to be any thirty-oiie of the faid Commiflioners, 
whereof twenty-one are always to be Miniilers, to meiet 
and convene within the Aflembly -houfe at Edinburgh, 
the firft day after thrdiflblution of this Aflembly> at ten 
of the clock in the forenobn j .and thereafter, the fecond 
Wednefday of Auguft, third VVednefday of November, 
and the firft Wednefday of Marth next to come, and 
oftner^ when and where they fhall think fit and conve- 
nient, with power to the faid CommifEoiiers to choofe • 
then: own Moderator: And Irkewife, the Ceheral Af^ 
fembly fully empowers their fdid Commiffibneps, or 
their quorum above infiWionied, to cogno(ce kiid finally 
determine, as they (hail fee caufe, in every tnatter re- 
ferred; or that (hall be referred, to them, by an ad or 
order of this Aflembly ; and to do every thing contain* 
^d in, and conform to, the inftrudHonj givien, or to bfe 
given, by this Aflembly j and to advert to the intereft 
of th« Church on every occafion, that the Church, atid 
^efent eflablifliment thereof, 4o not fuffer or fuftain 
4my prejudice which they can prevent; as they will bfe 
anfwerable : Provided always, tliat this general claiiffe 
be not extended to particular aflairs or procefles befbrc 
Syiiods or Prefbyteries, that are not of univerfal cdn- 
cern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And ft 
is hereby appointed, that no private procefles be deter- 
mined, except at the four ftated diets ; and what fliall 
be determined at one diet of the Commiflion, with re- 

F lation 
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lation » private caufes, (hall be uHalterable iby arty 
other diet thereof, and fhall ftand and continue in force 
till difa^foved of by the General Aflembly. And the 
Aflcmbly renews the in(lru€tions given b^ the General 
Aflembly in the year One thoufand feven hundred and 
feventeen to their Commiflion, and appoints the fame 
jto iland in >full force as infirudions to the Commiflion- 
ers before named, and to be obferved by them in all 
.points, as if the fame were IpeciaUy here inferted; and 
:that they inquire into the publifhinig and fpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the proqvoting 
K>f opinions of whatever kind, incon(i(lent with our 
Conjejfion of Faiths and that the recommenders of fuch 
books and pamphlets^ or the errors therein contained^ 
whether by word, writ, or print, be called before the 
iaid Commiflion, to anfwer for the fame* And further^ 
•the faid Commiffion is hereby empowered to receive 
any references and appeals that (hall be made to them 
•from Synods, in matters of dodrine, and ripen fuch .af- 
fairs for the next*General Aflembly j and to contribute 
what they can to the fupprefling of vice and immorali- 
ty, and give all needful advice and .^^lOilaDce to Synods 
and Prelbyteries, upon aj^Hcation to them for that 
jcnd : Likewife, to take care that the impreflions of^ the 
Holy Scriptures^ the: Confejftori' of Faitb^ and Catecbifms, 
and fuch books a^ are authorized by this Church, rela^ 
ting to the dodrine, worfliip, difcipiine and government 
thereof, be corred ; and give diTe<^ions about printing 
the fame. And the Commiffioners are appointed and 
.empowered to keep a correfpondence with the Commit- 
:tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 
fuppreffing Pppery and Juperftition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, an4 parrying on a refor^ 
^nation in thefe parts, and give affijftance and conpiur-* 
jence therein j and, if need be,:to ?ipply to the Govern- 
ment for a proper jremedy and fpeedy redrefs. And the 
faid Commiffioners are hereby ftrjiiSlly prohibited atid 
difcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 
are committed and referred to them, as above mention* 
ed : And, in all their ai3:ings they are to proceed ac- 
cording to the ads and conftitution of this Church, and 
xo do nothing contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of 
the famjE j declaring, that, in and for all their adliogs, 
,they Ihall be accountable to, and cenfurable by, the 
.next General Aflembly, as they fliall fee caufe. And 
the General Aflembly appoints the faid Commiflioners 
jsiarticularly to obfcrve the jSi€Ls of the General Aflem- 
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blies One thoufand feven bundred and twelve, ^and One 
thoufand feven hundred and nineteen, refpedtin^ t^le ap- 
plication of the public money; which two ads are print- 
ed among the a<9:s of Aflcmhiy Oi>e thoufaiid f^ven hun* 
dred and fixty-one. And this Gommifiion is to continue 
and endure until another ComminTon be appointed ; 
and me&jbers are required to attend the 4iets of the 
faid CommiiCon ; and abfents therefrom are ordered to 
be noticed, according^ to the lytb ad of the Cenera^l 
Aflembly held in the year One thoufand feven hundred 
and fix, Atid for the better fecuring of ^ quorum, and 
attendance of members on the Comraiffion, the General 
Aflembly prohibits the Pr^fbytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Prefoytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 
ort any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 
of this Commifllon ; and fuch of the members of thefe 
Prelbyteries as are on the Commiflion, are required, all 
of them, to give attendance on the diets thereof; -and 
thfc Prefbyterics at a greater diftance, who have four or 
n;iore members on the Gommiillon, are to take care^ 
that at lead two o£ them attend each diet of the fame^ 
And the General Aflembly appoint their ConAmifllon, at 
their firft meeting, to difcufs as many of the caufes and 
queftions relative to the fettlement of vacant churches, 
which are or (hall be referred to them by the Aflem- 
bly, as they can overtake. And it is further provided, 
that when any Prefliytery or Synod of this Church fliall 
decline to comply with the fencence of the Commiflion, 
or to give the fame a full execution, in that cafe the 
Cominiflion is* hereby prohibited to execute the fame^ 
by appointing any fuch correfpondent meeting, as has 
been fome titne the pradlce, but fliall allow the fame to 
lie over to the enfuing AflTembly, to which fqch Preiby- 
teries or Synods fliall be anfwerable for fuch their con- 
d}i&^ and are hereby appointed to fend up with their 
CommifHoners their reaions for the fame. And that in 
palling their fentcnces, and in ordering the execution of 
the fame, they ftridly obferve the 12th ad of the Aflem- 
bly One thoufend feyen hundred and thirty-fix. 
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VII. 

CoMMi-ssibN to (bme Minifters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for die Reformation of 
the Highlands and Iflands of Scot- 
land, and for* managing his Majefty^s 
Royal Bounty for that End 

Edinburgh f iday 31* 1800. Sejl g, 

THE General Assembly did, and hereby do, no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr George 
Baird, one of the Minifters of the City, and Principal 
of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the 
Minifters who are members of the Prcfl)ytcry of Edin- 
burgh, Mr George Morifon, Mr Andrew Watfon, Mr 
George Pirie, Mr George Skene Keith, Dr George Moir, 
Mr William Stuart, Mr Walter Chalmers, Mr Francis 
Forbes, Mr George Cruicklhank, Dr John Anderfon, Mr 
Lewis Gordon, Mr William Stephen, Mr Hugh Galdef, 
Mr William Smith, Mr James Smith, Mr John Rofs, Mr 
Angus Bethune, Mr James Fowler, Mr Alexander Catnp-' 
bell, Dr John Macleod, Mr Alexander Downie, Mr John 
Thomfon, -Mr William Sutherland, Mr James Watfon, 
Mr John Malcolm, Mr John Anderfon, Mr William 
Jack, Mr John H^derfon, Dr Hugh Meiklejohn, Mr 
Thomas Gray, Mr David Anderfon, Dr Alexander Car- 
lyle, Mr David Pyper, Mr James Williamfon, Mr George. 
Cunningham, Mr Abraham Home, Mr Andrew Bell, Mr 
Thomas Hardie, Mr Henry Duncan, Mr Thomas Mar- 
tin, Mr James Crichton, Mr John Yorftoun,. Mr John 
Wightman, Dr John Mackenzie^ Mr Thomas Ritchie, 
Mr David Ritchie, Dr Walter Young, Dr James Meek, 
Mr James Lapflie, Mr John Allan, Mr Dugald Mac- 
dougal, Dr George Robertfon, Mr Duncan Smith, Mr 
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Dugald Campbell ^ Dr Jofeph Macintyre, Mr Akxander 
Campbell, Mr John Brodie, Mr Anthony Dow^ Mr Jaraei 
Robertfon, Mr John Bakd, Dr Patrick Graham, Mr 
Archibald Smith, Mr James Keyden, Dr Rt)bert Arnot, 
Dr George Hill, Mr James Ogilvy, Mr James Mitchell, 
Mr Francis Nicol, Mr William Milligan, Mr Alexander 
Peters, Mr James Scott, Mr George Codk, Dr Lockhart, 
Glafgow, Minifters ; The Procurator, William Macdo- 
nald Efq; Dr Hugh Macleod, Mr Alexander Youngfon, 
Mr George Andrew, The Honourable Arthur Duff, Dr 
Gregory Grant, The Marquis of Huntly, Mr George 
Cumin, Mr Robert Gordon, Mr Alexander Grant, Simon 
Frafer, Efq; Mr William Sprott, Mr William Inglis, 
Charles Rofs, Efq; Mr Kenneth MacktuzJe, Mr Coll 
Macdonald, Lord Macdonald, Mr He<5lor Macdonaid 
Buchanan, Bailje Daniel Miller, Mr William Maclean, 
Sir John Sinclair, Mr James Home, Mr Thomas Gor- 
don, Comraiflioner Reid, Commiffioner Grieve, Profeflbr 
Dalzel, Charles Hope, Efq; Bailie Willifon, The Lord 
Provoft of Edinburgh, Convener Kennedy, Mr Johti 
Meek, James Montgomery, Efq; Mr Thomas Cranftoun* 
The Lord Advocate, William Law, Efq; Provoft Rober) 
Rochead, Sir James Suttie, The ]Earl of Hadinton^ 
The Honourable Henry Erfkiiie, The Earl of Lauder- 
dale, Mr Alexander Cunningham, Mr Jofeph Norris, Mr 
Henry Jardine, Mr James Robertfon, Mr William John- 
fton, Mt Archibald Douglas, Mr Hugh Corrie, Mr Tho- 
mas Smith, Lord Hermand, David Boyle, Efqj John 
Dunlop, Efq; Mr James Daviiffon, The Lord Prefident, 
John Lamont, Efq; Lord Barinatyne, Robert Davidfon, 
Efq; William Campbell of Fairfield, Efq; Ran^ild Mac- 
donald Efq; Mr John Macritchie, Bailie James Dickfon, 
Mr Alexander Beatfon, William Murray, Efq; Patrick 
Murray, Efq; Mr William Campbell, writer, John Clerk, 
Efq; Colonel Roger Ayton, Mr George Greenlaw, Mr 
Walter Cook, David Mony penny, Efq; Jofeph Maccor- 
mick, Efq; Sir William Ramfay, Baronet, Robert Gra- 
ham, Efq; Mr Thomas Miln, Mr John Moncrieff, Adam 
Gillies, Efq; Profeflbr Mylne, Glafgow, Ruling Elders i 
TO BE A Committee of this Allembly, for the Reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, for pro- 
moting the knowledge of true religion, fupprefllng Po- 
pery and profanenefs, and for mannging the Royal Bonn-' 
ty for thefe ends, according to^ and in terms of, his Ma* 
jefty's grant to this Aflembly. In profecution of which 
purpofes, the Committee are to appoint Preachers and 
Catechifls, to go to fuch places as they fhall find, upon 

G due 
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dae information, to be the raoft proper, {Recording to his 
Majefty's defign, exprejled in his warrant ; and, in fo 
doing, that they have particular regard to fiich parifhes 
in South Uift, Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries 
of Maidart, Glengary, and Lpchaber, and the other pa- 
riflies of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the 
Committee Ihall find, by reafon of the vaft extent, by the 
prevalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy 
circumftances, to be in the greateft diftrcfs : And they 
(hall take care, that the perfons they employ be cenified 
aqd found, upon due tiial, to be properly qualified for 
tbefe refpedive offices, of good abilities for the fame, of 
a pious life and converfation»; prudent, of undoubted loy- 
alty to his Majcfty, and of competent fkill in the princi- 
ples of Divinity, and particularly in Popifh controverfies: 
Such Preachers and Catechifts being hereby appointed' to 
be fubjedl to, and under the infpedion of, the Prefbyteries 
of the bounds to which they aje fent, who are to take 
care that the orders of the Committee be duly obferved 
by them. And the Preachers are alfo appointed to ca- 
techife, and both they and the Cutechifts to inftruct the 
people from houfe to houfe, and to vifit the fick; and, 
in all their labour among the people, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 
ftian Proteflant religion, and the obligations they are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
4ind obedience to tne laws.: And the Committee are 
empowered to give them fuch inftrudions, as to their 
work and behaviour, as they fhall judge meet j which 
inftrudlions the Preachers and Catechifls are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Aflembly do further 
appoint the faid Committee to have a particular regard, 
in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon by 
the Committee of the Aflembly for managing1:he Royal 
Bounty, on the 3Qth of September 1730, approved by 
frequent AfTemblies j and to take care thSt Prefbyteries, 
and others concerned, obferve the fame, which they arc 
hereby ordered to do : Particularly, the Aflembly or- 
dains the feveral Prefl)yteries to infert, in their regi- 
fters, the Committee's appointments of the defignations, 
falaries, and ftations, of the feveral Mifljonaries, aiKl to 
have an exad regard thereto, in all the letters they ftiall 
write about the faid MiflSoriaries, and in giving of cer- 
tificates to them J, and to dircd all their letters, con- 
cerning Mifllonaries in their boimds, only to the Mode- 
rator of the Cortimifttee > which letters fhall be figned^' 
at the apiK)intment of the Prefbytery, by the Moderator 

or 
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or Clerk tliereof : And the Aflembly does difcharge any 
payment to be made of the fajaries of the Miflionaries, 
except upon receipts from the Miffionaries thenifelvcs, 
and upon certificates from the Prefbyteries,* 'bearing, 
that they have ferved for the time mentioned in the re- 
ceipts; and that every Catechift, who receives a falary 
from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 
Ihioners, or gerttlemen of the diftrid, fhall p:^y a certain 
fum in aid of fuch falary, fhall infert, in the body of his 
receipt to ihe Cafhier, a declaration, that he has recei- 
ved the particular fum fpecified ; and that the attefta^ 
tion of the Prefbytery fliall, in like manner, bear, that 
the Catefhift has received the ftipulated fum vfhich the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment ; it 
being underflood by this refolution, that the feyeral fta- 
tions, with regard to which fuch con;litions were origi- 
nally made by the Committee, when no fuch declara- 
tion of the Catechift, or atteftation of the Prelbytery, 
as is now propofed, is received by the Cafliier, (hall be 
afterwards fupprefl^d hy the Committee, though the Ca- 
techiil (hall, notwithftanding, receive the falary for the 
time he is certified to have performed his duty : That a 
journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniftry,of the 
miffion committed to him, . be written on the back of 
the Prefbytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the 
ground on which the Prefbytery have granted him faid 
certificate. The General Aflembl5' do alfo empower 
the faid Committee to 9pply, for the purpofes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laft year's Royal 
Bounty not difpofed of, by reafon of any of the Miffion- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; 
and that they are to keep a regifter of their proceed- 
ings, and likewife diftindl books of accounts, how the 
forefaid money is beftowed, which (hall be patent to 
any concerned, who pleafe to i^fped the fame. Of the 
perfons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are to , 
be Minifters. But it is hereby appointed, That at the 
quarterly meeting of the Committee, in which the 
(cheme or eftabliflbment pf Miffionaries for the enfuing 
year is to be approved and determined, not lefs than 
fourteen fliall be the quorum, whereof nine (hall be Mi- 
nifters : and the faid Committee are appointed to have 
their firft general meeting at Edinburgh, the firft law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firft of the ftated 
diets of the Commiffion of the General Aflembly ; their 
fecond meeting (which is for fixing the annual fcheme) 
-^^ upon 
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upon the fecbnd Thurrday of July, with power fothofe 
Members who (hall then be preftnt to adjourn; and 
their other two general meetings the firft lawful days 
after the flated meetings of the Commiflion of the Ge- 
neral Aflembly, in November and March, within- the 
AfTembly aile, at ten of the clock in the forenoon^ ex- 
cept that day (liall fall to be Saturday, &nd then the 
meeting .flihll be upon Monday next thereafter, at the 
laid hour; with power to the faid Committee to ad- 
journ themfelves to fuch times and places as they (hall 
find moft needful and convenient : And they are to keep 
a c/)rrcrpondence with the Commiffion of tfcie General 
Aflembly, and the Socierty for Propagating Cbriftian 
Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and to 
take their advice and a'Jfliftancc; and alfo to correfpond 
wall the Synods and Prefbyteries concerned. They 
are likewife inftruded and empowered, as they (hall fee 
caufe, to apply to the Government, or any Maglftrate, 
for alliftance and fupport in carrying on the defign of 
the Commiflion now given to them. And the General 
Aflembly do appoint Mr William Robertfon, Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
faid Royal Bounty, to pay out the fame, as he ftiall be 
direfied and ordered by the forefaid Committee, and 
according to their rules. AW the faid Committee are 
appointed to examine the accounts of the diftribution 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the fame before the Lords 
Commifljoners of His Majefty's Treafury, or the Barons 
of His Majefty*s Court of Exchequer and to report 
their diligence to the General Aflembly, to whom tliey 
are to be accountable. ' And it is agreed, That no per-, 
fon, once employed, and infert in the fcheme, fhall be 
ftruck out Jthereof for that year, but by the quorum of 
at leaft fourteen, %vheTeGf nine to be Minifters j and ij\ 
cafe any complaint ftiall be made againft any of them 
on the fcheme, it ftiall not be determined the firft ordi- 
nary. meeting that the fame is offered, but it ftiall lie en 
the table till another meeting; and in the mean time, 
the perfon complained of, and the Preft)ytery of the 
bounds wherein he pfficiates, ?hall be acquainted of fuch 
complaint, and thofe concerned be required to fend to 
the faid Committee a juft account of the ma;tier againft 
the next meeting. And it is further appointed, That 
after the yearly fcheme of Mifllonaries on the Royal 
Bounty is fettled in manner above direded, and notice 
thereof given by letters to the Prefttiyteries concerned, 
fuch Preftiyteries ftiall fend up to the faid Committee 

their 
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their anfwer to thefe letters, at furthefl: with their 
Cominiffioaers to the General Aflembly, if the fame be 
not done fooncr ; and that the Committee, at their firft 
meeting after the General Aflembly, fhall endeavour to 
complete the next year's fcheme themfelves ; and if 
they cannot complete it, they fhall name a fub-commit- 
tee of their number for that purpofe, who are to lay 
their draught thereof before a fubfequent itaeeting, 
which is appointed to meet as foon after the rifing of 
the Aflembly as poflible : And empowered the Commit- 
tee^ at their firft meeting, to rejed any petition for a, 
hew ftation, in cafe they Ihall find fufficicnt objections - 
againft it; and that the faid Committee, in niaking up 
the fcheme of Miflionarics, &c., do liot exceed the fum 
in the grant. ^ ^ 



viii. 

[Re^tranfmitted.'] 

Overture reipefting thfe Attendance of 
Students on the Divinity Hall. 

EMnburgb^ May 29* 1797. Sejf. ult. 

THE Committee on the Overture from the Synod of 
Aberdeen, refpeding the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on 
the faid Overture, Report to the Venerable Aflembly, 
That, ii| their opinion, it ought to be exprefled in the 
following terms, viz.^ " It is Overtured, that Students 
" in Divinity, who propofe to profecute their ftudies 
" for fix Seflions, fhould be required to give as much 
" partial attendance, during the currency of thofe Sef* 
" fions, in the Divinity Halls, which they refpedively 
attend, as Ihall, 'in the whole, amount to fix months/* 
The General Aflfembly approved of the above report, 
and ordered the fame to be tranfmitted^ as an Overture, 
for the confideration of Prefbyteries. 

H IX. 
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IX. 

[Re'tranfmitted.'l 
■ Edinburgh, Maf 25. 1798. SeJ. 8. 

c 

Upon tbe Report of tbe Committee on tbe Claufe of the Over^ 
ture from tbe Synod of Glafgow and Ayr^ refpeSing tbe 
courfe of Univerfity Education^ to be obferved by Students 
previous to their entering tbe Divinity Hall, the General 
AJfemhly unanimoujly agreed to tranfmit the following Over- 
• ture on that fubjeS^ to tbe feveral Prejbyteries of this 
Cburcb, enjoining them to fend up their opinions thereon to 
tbe next AJfemhly. 

Overture refpefting the Courfe of Uni- 
verfity Education, to be obferved by 
Students, previous to their entering 
the Divinity HalL 

WHEREAS it has been reprefented, That Students 
int;pnded for the Holy Mioiftry, da fometimes 
hurry over their courfe of Philofopby in Two SefOons of 
the Univerfity, It is overtured, that it be recommended 
to Students, previous to their entfering a Divinity Hall, 
to ftudy Literature and Philofopby at an Univerfity, 
during a courfe of five complete Seflions, in the follow* 
ing order, viz,^ 

SefHon ly?, Humanity or Latin, with the Elements of 
Greek, in the firft Humanity and Greek Glades., . 

Seffion 2^, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity 
and Greek Clafles j with the Elements of Mathematics. 

Seffion 3^, Logic, with Greek and Mathematics in the 
higher Claffes. 

Sefllon 4/i6,l Natural and Moral Philofopby; but not 
Seffion 5/A, J both in the fame Seffion; together with 

Latin 
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Latin again, or Greek, or Matheniatics, ia one or more 
of the higher Claffes. 

But that it (hall be exprefsly edaded, That no Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity (hall admit any Student into the Di- 
vinity Hall, uatil he produce qertificates of his having 
ftudied at an Univerfity, during three complete SejQions, 
in the following Clafles, viz., Logic, together with Greek 
in the higher Greek Clafs ; and Natural and Moral Phi- 
lofophy; it being, in this cafe, underflood, that fuch 
Students are well grounded in Latin, and the Elements 
of Greek, pluvious to their entering the Univerfity. 



X. 

[Re-tranfinittedJ] 

Edinburgh, May 28. T798. Seff\ ulu 
Upon the Report of the Committee for clajftng returns to Over- 
tures^ — tA^ AJfembly unanimoujly agreed to re-tranfmit the 
Overture refpeBing the Ucenjing of Probationers ; alfo the 
Overture refpeBing the Attendance of Students on the Di- 
vinity Hall; and particularly^ enjoin fuch Prefbyteries as 
have fent no returns ^ to fend up their Opinions to nfxt Af^ 
femhly ; and that Prefbyteries pall appoint a day for thf 
confideration of thefe two Overtures at their firjl Meetings ,^ 
after receiving the printed ABs of AJfembly s and that they ^ 
Jhall alfo take into their confideration on the fame day, the 
Overture refpeSing the Courfe of Univerfity Education , to 
be obferved by Students previous to their entering the Divi-^ 
nity Hall, tranfmitted by this AJfembly. 

New Overture refpefting the Licenfing 
of Probationers. 

Edinburgh, May 25. 1792. Sejf. 8. 

THE General Allembly haying taken under their ie- 
rious confideration, the great-danger to which the 
interefts of Religion and of this Church may be ex- 

pofed 
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pofed, by licenfing any to preach the Gofpel who arc 
not duly qualified for that important truft, do hereby 
enad and ordain, That in all time coming the following 
regulations (hall be ftridly obfcrved : » 

I. It is hereby enadcd, That no Student fhall be en- 
tered upon the Roll of any Profeflbr of Divinity, unlei^ 
he fhall produce to the fkid Profeflbr a certificate from 
the Minifier of the parifli in which he has his ufual re- 
fidence j or in his abfence, or during a vacancy in faid 
parifh, from fome neighbouring Minifter, bearing, that 
his chara<aer is fiiitable to his views 5 together with a 
diploma of Matter of Arts, or certificates from the fe- 
veral ProfelTors of Philofophy, under whom he hath 
ftudicd, from which it may be clearly afcertained that, in 
fome Univerfity or Univerfities, he hath gone through 
a full courfe of Philofophy, in fome wintcr-feflions of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are pro- 
duced. 

IL The General Aflembly do lik^wife hereby ordain. 
That all Students who have been enrolled by Profeflbrs 
of Divinity, in the manner prefcribed by this ad, (hall 
continue to profecute the ftudy of Divinity for the term 
of fix Seflions : Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance In the Divinity Hall du- 
ring three Seflions, his Courfe ihall be confidered as 
completed in four Seflions j and that if he hath given 
regular attendance in the Hall during two Seflions, his 
Courfe fliall be confidered as cof^ipleted in five Seflions. 
And the Afl^mbly do further 'brdain. That in each of 
thefe cafes, Student? ftiall be enrolled by the Profeflbrs 
during the feveral Sefliopk of their refpe6live Courfes^ 
and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
afterwards provided, an Exegefis in Latin, on fome con- 
troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Englilh, an 
Exercife arid Addition, a Ledure on fome large portion 
of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with«fuch 
other exefcifes as the ProfeflTors fhall think proper to 
prefcribe. And the Afl^mbly further enad and declare, 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeflbr for 
his certificates, that he may be propofed for trials, and 
that the preliminary fteps may be taken by the Preiby- 
tery duripg the currency of the laft Seflion of his Courfe, 
as above defgribed ; with this limitation, that if the faid 
laft Seflion is to be claimed as a Seflion of regular at- 
tendance, he fliall, toward the conclufion thereof, ob- 
tain 
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taiA a new t:eFtificate of bis atfiendauce during its cor* 
reDcy, and produce the fame to the Pretby tery or SyDod« 

IIL Profeflbrs cjf Kvmity are irequtred to att^d, as 
much as circumllances may permit, to the condiidl of 
fiftph Students as are un^br thdir^are, vnA^zi far ksf they 
fiad k pta^tcable, to mfift ^a£ every Student ihaU de- 
tiyer bis firft Dircourfe Ixtoetime duriing his lecond Se{^ 
fioD^ at the lateft^ and the Tear^iuder of his Oifcourfc^s 
^ fach periods as may enable him to deliver the vrhole 
of them befwe the end ^ Jaotoary of the lafl Seffioh of 
his Courie. 

IV. When a Sttldent is proposed to ^ny Prefbytery, 
m order to he ta^ken upon trials, the PIrefbytery (hall be 
alotke, and the motion for that purpofe Aall lie upon the 
table .till their next ordinary meettng. In the mean 
time, the Preibytery &all appbint the Member by whom 
the Student has been propc^ed^^to lay before the faid 
meeting; the ^rtificatie or citrtific^tes in fayour of the 
Student^ that are fpecified in the third parag^raph of the 
fifth fedion of this ai^; to defire him,. to attend the 
fame ; ant^ to inform him^ thiat, prei^iouAy to the meet- 
ingy he ought, as far as circumltances ma^ permit, to 
wait on fiich iVdinifters of the Pmfbytery as hare not 
formerly had an opportunity of cimverfing with htm in 
priirate.. 

V. When the time appointed for confideriog the mo* 
tion is artired) the Preibytery ifaall ftridtly obferVe 'the 
fbllowihg regulations^ 

iji^ The Prefbytery ihall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed Jn difcuiOing the feverai preliminaries refpeding 
Students who are propofed for trial Si 

2^, They ihall require fatisfying evidence, tnat every 
Student who is propofed for that purpoie has completed 
the twemy-firft year of his age. 

^dy No Student fliall Ite admitted to trials, umlefs he 
produces to tJbe Preibytery a certificate or certificates 
i|rom the Prpfeflqr or Prpfeflprs of Diyinity, under 
(orhofe tuition he hath fiudied, bearings that he hath pro- 
fecuted bis fiudies, and deliyered his Difcourles, in the 
inanner prefcribed by this a(9: ; and that his condud, as 
far as confifts with the jmowledge of the faid Profeflbr, 
or Profeflbrst has been in every refped fuitable to his 
yiews in life. And the General Afiembiy do likewife 
hereby enad^ That the Preibjt^i^ (ball record at fall 

I length 
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kngth the faid certificate, or certificates, in their mi- 
nutes : And it is hereb^y enaiSed and declared. That the 
Student haying lodged fuch certificate or certificates, 
{hall be entitled to obtain extrads of the fame, if de- 
manded. 

4/A, No Preibytery (hall receive any Student upon 
trials, unlefs they are fatisfied that he is of good report ; 
found in his principles j pious^ fober, grave, aad prudent, 
in his behaviour ; of a peaceable difpofition ; and well 
afTeded to the happy efiablifhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State. Arid, that the Prefbytery may 
placed with all due caution, in a matter of fuch pecu- 
liar importance, they (hall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, unlefs his refidence, during the 
yeaf proceeding,has been chiefly within their bounds, or 
he (hail produce fufficient teftimonials from the Prefby- 
tery, in whofe bounds his refidence has chiefly been, du- 
ring that term, bearing, that his charader 19 fiich as is 
defcribed in the immediately preceding fentence of this 
paragraph, and recommending him, "'in thefe refpeds, to 
the Prefbytery before whom the propofal is made, as a 
proper perfon to be entered upon trials. 
, 5/*, The Prefbytery fliall not agree to the motion in 
favour of the Student, unlefs they are fatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of pro^ciency in thofe fe- 
veral branches of knowledge which are neceflarv to en- 
able him to be anufeful Preacher of the G9fpei. And 
the General Aflembly ordain, that the Prefbytery, in 
order to procures full information in this refped, fhall 
examine the Student ftridJy,and privately, (vn h^ know- 
ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philo- 
fophy and Theology. 

6t^l£f after thefe preliminary f|eps have been taken, 
the rrefbytery fliall be of opinion that the Student is^ 
duly qualified in thefe feveral particulars, they fhall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the feveral Prefbyteries within the 
bounds of the. Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leafl before the meetiug of the fame, informing them 
of the Prefbytery 's intention to take the Student upon 
Public Trials, and bearings that the certificate, or certi- 
ficates, in his favour, which are required by this ad, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided, Tl^t within the bounds of fiicfa Synods as 
m^et only once a*year, a Student may be entitled to have 
thefe circular letters written half a-year fooner than 
would be otherwife competent. 

VI. 



GENERAL ASSEMBLT, i8t)o. 35 

VI. The General Aflemby do Hkewife hereby enail 
and declare, That at the requeftof the Student, it fliall 
,be competent to any Pre£bytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any J)ar!s thereof, certify- 
ing to the Prelbyter^ to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary fteps have been 
taken according to the directions of this ad; and that 
fuQh parts of the Public and Private Trials as have been 
already gone through have been received with approba- 
tion. 

VII. If a Student have ftudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Proteflaot Univerfittes, which are not within the 
'bounds of this Charch, he; (hall, when he is propofed to 
any Prefbytery for trials, be required to produce fatis- 
fying teftimouials from the Profeflbrs of Divinity in faid 
Univerfities ; and the time which thefe profeflbrs ihall 
certify to have been employed by him in ftudying<Divi- 
nity under their tuition, (hall be computed in the; fame 
manner as if he had profecuted hii-ftudies in any of the 
UniverGcies within the bounds of this Church. But it 
is hereby provided, that no Student, in fuch circum- 
fiances iliall be admitted even to thofe private trials 
which are appointed to be taken before the writing of 
the circular letters, fooner than fix fcalendar months af- 
ter his arrival in Scotland. 

VIII. The General Aflembly ordain, That if a Pref- 
bytery propofe ta take a Student upon Public Trials, and • 
have, with that view, written the circular letters as is 
herein required, public' intimation thereof (ball be made 
at fome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Sy- 
nod,/v^hich (hall not be the laft diet thereof: And the 
Prefbytery clerk is hereby required to tranfinit to the 
Synod clerk an extrad of the certificate or certificates 
laid before the Prefbytery in favour of the Student, in 
order that the fame may be produced at this diet of the 
Synod. And it is likewife hereby ordained. That at 

Jfome fubfequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
(hall be made, whether any 'of the members of the Court 
has any objediou to oiSer againft the Student being en- 
tered upon Public Trials : And that the Synod then, ta- 
king into cooiideration the extract produced, and the 
whole of the cafe, (hall judge of the expediency' of al- 
lowing the Prefbytery to admit the Student on trials : 
Or, if in any cafe the Prefbytery clerk fhall fail to tranf- 
mitAhe extra^ of the certificates above mentioned, the 
' :. , Student 
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Stci(le«t 4»ay products to the Synods by himCtif^ or by 
aoy member of the Cavaii the «xtra^of tbe faine which 
by thi« ad be ift^atitied to obtain. 

IX. If the S]f Dod (hall gUow %hi Student to be taken 
upon Poblic Triab, the Pteibytery (ball proceed therein 
with all co^v^nieot Ipeed ; aad the Afiembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student^ and in 
the <>rder herein mentioned : ifi, Catechetio trials on 
Divinity, Chronology, and Church Hiftory j 2^, A trial 
on the Hebrew and Greek languages > 3^, An Exegefis 
in Latin on fome controverted Hi»d in Divinity ; i^tb, 
A Homily in Englifh ; 5*^9 An Exercife and Addition.; 
6tbf A Le^^ure on fome large portion of Scripture $ ytb. 
A popular Sermdn ; it being noderftoodi that if the Pref* 
bytery fee caufe they may eicamine the Student upon the 
fubjei^ of jthefe feveral i>iicour(e8. 

Xt The Student having gone through the feveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preceding 
fe^ipn of this ad, the Prefbytei;y are ordained to pro- 
ceed in^e following order. 

j^, Th?y ftkall^ deliberately and feriouflyy (ake a con-- 
jttnd view of the whole trials j and if they ihall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to, 
perform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Gofpel, they ihalLby no means grant him a Licenfe in 
his preient cifCtii^iliances. 

nd. If^ upon this review of the trials, the Prefbytery 
are fully fatisfied therewith, they ihall record thw opi*- 
nioa in their minutes. 

3^/, The Prefbytery Ihall then propofe to the Student 
the queftiotis that are appointed to be put to all who 
pafs Triftk by afi lo. AOiembly 171 1, and require him 
to fubfcribe the Formuia which is prefcribed by the fiiid 
aa. And the General AOeipbly ftridly prohibit all 
Prefbyteries from licenfing any Student to preach the 
Gofpel, who (ball not give eKplicit and fatisfying an^ 
fwers to tbefe ijueftions, and fiibfcribc the faid Pormula. 

4ii&, The Prefty tery ihall order the ad of Aflembly 
^759» 9gainft Sitnoniacal pra^ices, to be read to the Stu^ 
dent in their prefence. j 

IfJ^Ht I'be Prdfbytery fltall appoint their Moderator 
to {Icen^ the Student to preach the Gofpel, and order 
their Clerk to furifiifli him with an eztraa of bis liceafe. 

XI^ For the better ob&rvancfc of tht^ aA, the Gene- 
ral Ail^bly ordain, i/, That it fhall be printed among 

their 



GENERAL ASSZMBLr, 1800. 57 

their other primed ads j idy That it fliall be printed by 
itfelf, in fome convenient form j 3^, That a copy of, 
this feparate edition fhall be trstnfmitteil to each Pro- 
feflbr of Divinity in the Univerfities of Scotland; and 
that the faid Profeflbrs ihall read the fame in their re- 
fpedive Halls once at lead during every Seffion } and at 
fuch times as they have reafon to exped the attendance 
of the greateft number of Students, for that SefEon ; and, 
iaftlyy That a copy of the fame edition fhall likewife be 
tranfmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Prefby tcry, 
nurithin the bounds of this Church, and that the faid 
Clerks ihall keep the fame alon^ with their minutes, and 
Jbring it up to each meeting ot their re(pedive Courts^ . 
for jthe ufe of their Members^ 



XL 

Order and Injunftidn of the General 
. Aflemblyi to the Prfelbytcries of the 
Church, concerning Teachers and 
Schoolmafters. 

Edinbargb June 2. i860. Seffi ult. 

THE General AfTembly called for the Report of the 
Committee on Vagrant Teachers and Sunday 
Schools } and the fame was given in and read. The 
General Aflembly having confidered this report of the 
Committee, who had been di reded to clafs the reports 
of Prefby tcries concerning Schoolmafters, whether of 
parochial fchools, or fchools of any other defcriptionj 
and it appearing, that not a fourth part of the Prefby- 
teries of the Church have made any report ; the AfTertt- 
bly peremptorily enjoin all the otherPrefbyteri.es of the 
Church, to fend up to next General Affemb^y particular 
reports of their obedience to the order of laft Aflembly. 
The- General Aflembly trufl, that thofe Prefbyteries 
which have Cent up particular reports, will continue the 
fame laudable and vigilant attention to the important 
objed fpecially committed to their infpedion ; and that 
they will not fail to tranfmit to, next AJSembly any new 

K ' fads 
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fads which may fall within their obfervatlon. The Gc- 
. neral Afleoibly recommend to all Prelbyterics to take the 
method which appears to them moft expedient^ of e^a- 
mining; the Teachers on the btanch of knowledge which 
they profefs to teach, to require all parochial and efta- 
. biimed fchooltnafters to rubu:ribe theConfeffion of Faith 
and Formula, if they have not already done fo, and to 
arte all tieachers of youth, witholit exception, to produce 
to the Prefbytery atteftations of their having taken the 
oaths to Government ; and th^y order a particular re* 
port of obedience to this recommendation to be made to 
iicxt Aflerribly. And further, the General Aflembly en- 
join all the Prefbyteries of this Church, to tranfinit, 
without delay, attefted copie&'of their reports to the 
Aflembly, to the Sheriffs within whofe jurifdiciion they 
are fituared : And they inftru<Sl the clerks to keep the 
report? fent up to this Aflembly, and the report of the 
Committee on this fubjeft, in fafe cuftody. And the 
General Aflembly appoint their clerks, to caufe feparatc 
* gopies of this order to be printed, together with the in- 
jundion of Jaft Aflembly relative to this matter; and 
^o tranfmi^t cofpies thereof to the jModerator of eafch 
Prefl)ytery of the Church, to be laidT^y him before tlie 
BreflDytcry, at tbeirlirft ordinary meeting after recei- 
ving the fame. ' 



Follows a repetition of the InjunSlion of the General Jijfembly 
1799. 

The General Aflembly enjoin all Prefbyteries o;f this 
Church to be diligent in exerci-fihgthpfe powers which 
the laWs of the land and of the Church have comnmitted 
to them, wieh refpedl to the education of youtli" witbiii 
their bounds ; and particularly, to daH before them a)l 
teachers of youths whether in parochial fchools or fchools 
.of another defcription, and to take trial of their fuffi- 
ciency and qualifications in thdfe brairwrhes of education 
which they profefs to teach. And the Aflembly recom- 
mend to the Procurator of the Church,. to give his ad- 
vice and afllfl:ance to all the Prefl^y teriesof the Church, 
relative to this matter j and authorife him to carry on, 
at the public expence, fuch procefles as may appear to 
be neceflliry for enforcing the fentences, or afcertaining 
the powers, of the judicatories of the Church relative to 
fchools; and the Aflembly requeft his Majefty^s Advd--, 
cate and Solicitor^Gcnera^ to concur with the Procura- 
tor 



GENERAL ASSEMBLT, 1800. 39 

tor in Supporting the jurifdidion of the Church. And 
further, the General Aflembly enjoin all the Preibyte- 
lies of the Church to report to the next Aflembly a lift 
of all the fchools vrithin their bounds, fpecifying what is 
taught in each fchool; vrhether the fchools be held on 
the Lord's day, or on other days of the week; in what 
way the fchoolmafters are Supported or maintained; 
whether they ad for themfelves, or are employed by, or 
under, the diredion of others; what number of fcholars 
attend each fchool at the time of making the report ; 
and, in general, whatever elfe fhall appear to the Pref- 
bytery of importance, refpcding the fchools with in their 
bounds. ! ^ 
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» 

Recommendation by the General Aflembly, 
for promoting a Subfcription tov/ards de- 
fraying the Expence of the Appeal in the 
Caufe relating to the Schoolmafter of Both- 
well ; and Order for Printing the Appeal 
Cafe prepared by the Procurator. 

Edinburgh^ 2d Jane i8oc^^ Sej] ult. 

THE Committee appointed to take the neceflary fteps 
in the caufe relating to the Schoolmafter of, Both- 
well, having reported to the Aflembly, That the Appeal 
from the two laft interlocutors of the Court of Seflion in 
that caufe, has been heard and determined by the Houfe 
of Peers; and that the interlocutors complained of have 
been finally reverfed : That though the Committee bad 
received L. 118 ; I4 : lo from the voluntary contribu- 
tion of the Prefbyteries, and L, 8p from the funds of the 
Church, the expence incurred has, notwithftanding, con- 
fiderably exceeded the funds with which the Committee 
were intrufted, and that the deficiency amounts to up- 
wards of L. 196. The General AfTembly confidering, 

. that 
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that the judgment which has been ultimately pronoon* 
ced in this caufe, is of general importance, as it has ef-^ 
fedually eftabliflied the exclufive jurifdidion of tht 
Churchy with regard to the qualifications and the trial 
of parochial fchoolmaflers: and confidering, at the fame 
time, that theAate of the funds of the Church does not 
allow the Aflembly at V^^^'^*^ *^^ make good the whole 
of the expence incurred, did and hereby do earneAly re- 
commend it to the feveral Prefbyteries within the bounds 
of this Church, and efpecially to tbofe who have not hi- 
therto contributed, to promote a Subfcriptioh among 
their members, in order to affift the funds of the Church, 
in extinguifhing a debt, which the final decifion of thij 
caufe, fo important in its confequences to the whole 
country, has occafioned : And the General Aflembly ap- 
point the Clerks of Aflembly to caufe this minute to be . 
immediately printed, at the public expence, and to trani^ 
mit a copy thereof, without delay, to the Moderators of 
the feveral Prefbyteries, which they hereby enjoin them ' 
to lay before the faid Prefbyteries refpedively, at their 
firfl ordinary meeting after it <hall come to their hands: 
And further, the General Aflembly appoint the faid Mo- 
derators to remit to Mr William Murray, agent for the 
Church, whatever fums fhall be fubfcribed within their 
refpedive Prefbyteries, and, if pofllble, to do this, on or 
before the ifl day of Odober next : And the General AC- 
fembly renew the appointment of the Committee, with in- 
flrudions to attend to the progrefs of the fubfcription, 
and to the application of the fums which fhall be recei- 
ved by the agent J and to report the refult to ncKt Ge- 
neral Aflembly. * 

Tlie General Aflembly, confidering at the fame time, 
that the, Appeal Cafe prepared by the Procurator in this 
caufe, contains a ftatement of fadts, which it would be 
extremely ufeful to render generally known through the 
Churchy they appoint the Clerks to caufe fuch a. number 
of copies thereof to be printed, as the Committee fhall 
think expedient, to circulate them among the feveral 
Prefbyteries, and ta apply to the Cafhier of the Church 
for the fum necefTary to defray the expence, which the 
AfTembly hereby authorife him to advance. 

XIII. 
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XIII. 

A61 appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aflembly. 

: Edinburgh, zd June t^oo, Sef.ult. 

THE next General Assbubly of this National 
Church is appointed to be held nvithin the New 
Church Ayle (if Edinburgh, on ThuriHay, the 2i^ft day qf 
May 1801. 

Extracted from the kecords of the QeneralAffetnbly, by 
Ai^DKEVf DALZEL, a, EccL Scot. 
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ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the Get^eral 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, held at 
Edinburgh in the Year 1 800, which arc not printed , 
at fiill length* 

Tbur/dajf, May 22. 1800. Seffl i. 

AFter Sermon by the Reverend Dr William Moodie, one 
. of the Minifters of the Citjr, and Profeffor of Hebrew in 
the Univerfity, of Edinburgh, Moderator of the laft General 
Aflembly, the Minifters and RuHng Elders convened in the 
Affembly-houfe in the ufual manner : And after Prayer by 
the faid Dr William Moodie, the Reverend Dr George 
Baird, Principal of the Univerfity of Edinburgh, being un- 
animoufly chofen Moderator, he, at the Affembly's delire, took 
the chair. 

The General Aflembly being thus conftituted, the King's Com- 
miffion to the Right Honourable David, Earl of Leven and 
Melvill, to reprefcnt his Majefty's Royal Perfon^ was read, See Printed 
and ordered to be recorded. Afts, No. Iv 

The KiNG^s moft gracious Letter to this Aflembly, read, and And No. 11^ 
ordered to be recorded. 
' The Commissioner's fpeech at opening the Aflembly, and the 
Moberator's fpeech in return thereto. 

His Maj£sty's Royal Warrant for L. 1000 Sterling for Re- 
formation of the Highlands, &c. was given in to the Aflent- 
hly, ordered to be recorded, and thereafter delivered to the 
Procurator. 

A Committee named for anfwering the King's moft gracious 
Letter. 

An humble and loyal Addl-efs to his Majefty, on his late Provi- 
dential Efcape from Aflaflination, unanimoufly agreed upon ; 
and the fame Committee appointfed to prepare a Draught 
thereof. 

A .Committee named for revifing the Commiflions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aflibmbly, cenfuringtibfents from the diets there- 
of, naming Minifters to preach before his Grace the Com- 
miffioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the feveral 
Prefljyteries, in order to their being recorded. 

#a A 
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A Compiittee for Overtures named. 

A Committee for Bills, References and Appeals named. 

Adjournment. 

Friday, May 23. 1800. Sejf.^. 
Sederujit. 

New Commiffions produced. 
A Diet fpent in Prayer. 
See Printed The draught of an Addrefs to his M ajefty, as unanimoufly agreed 
Adb, No. III. iQ yefterday, was brought in, and approved ; and his Grace 
the Lord Commiffioner, at the Affcmbly's defire, undertook to 
tranfmit the fame to his Majdly. 
Aa VII. of the Aflembly 1718, for the better difpatch of bufi- 

nefsy read, and the obfervation thereof enjoined. 
Minifters named to Preach before his Grace the Commiffioner. 
The Committee for reviling Commiflions appointed to meet. 
The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. 

Saturday, May 24. 1800. Sejf. 3. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

Report of the Coqimittee for Overtures giv^ in and read. . 
1^0. IV, The draught of, the Anfwer to the Kind's moft gracious Letter 
to this Affembly being brought in, and . approved, his Grace 
the Lord High Commiffioner, at the Affembly's defire, under- 
took to tranfmit the fame to his Majefty. 

A Report by the Truftees of the Widows' Fund refpeding the 
Eleftion of Sir Henry MohcreifF Wellwbod to be fole Collec- 
tor of the faid Fund, was given in to the Affembly by Dr Fin- 
layfon, their Prefes. The Affembly unanimoufly approved of 
the Report, and confirmed the Eledion and Admiffion of Sir 
Henry Moncreifif Wellwood, Baronet, to the fole Office of Col- 
ledor or Receiver of the faid Fund. 

Upon a Motion, the Dccifion of laft Affembly refpeding the Or- 
dination of Elders at Dundee, was read. The Report of the 
Prefbytery of Dundee, as ordered by laft Affembly, was call- 
ed for, and given in by the Moderator of the Preftjytery, 
. with Ext rad: Minutes of the Kirk-<effion of Dundee: The 
whole ordered to lie on the Table till Thurfday, and then the 
faid Report, and whole caufe, to be taken into confideration. 

A Committee appointed to clafs the reports made by Prefbyte- 
ries, in co;nfer|uence of the Order of laft Affembly concern- 
inp; Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, and to report on 
Friday, 

The Committee on the Bothwell Caufe appointed to make their 
Report c3n the fame day. 

The Roll of Caufes tranfmitted by the Committee of Bills' was 
called for, produced, and read. 

Caufes fixed. 

• A 



AB RIDGMENT, i«op. 

A Committee named to revife the Actings and Proceedings of 
the Commiflion "of laft General Afierably. And, / 

A'^iommittce named to revife the Adings and Proceed irigs of 
the Committee appointed by laft Affehibly for managing the 
Royal Bounty for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands. 

A Committee named to audite the Accounts df the Procurator 
and Agent for the Church, and other Public Accounts, con- 
iider the State of the Church's Public Money, and prepare 
Overtures about the fame. 

The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet this even- 
ing, and empowered to receive from the feveral Members any 
Inftrudions given to them by the refpe<aive Synods or Prefby- 
teries, clafs the matters therein contained, and prepare Overtures 
thereon to the Affembly ; and to receive and coftfider any 
Accounts that Ihall be given them of the State of the Church 
in the North Highlands^ particularly concerning the growth 
of Popery and Superftition, and prepare Overtures for pre- 
venting and fuppreifing thereof. 

The Committee for Bills appointed to meet. < 

Adjournment. 

Monday^ May 264 1800. Stffl/4. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

The Report of the Committee for Overtures' given in, and read. 

The Overture refpeding the low falaries of Pari(h*fchbolmafters^ 
read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

The Report of the Committee refpeding the Overture about ca^ 
techifing Parifhes approved of, and the Overture difmiiTed, in 
refped that this pbjeft is fuiBciently provided for by the exit- 
ing laws of the Church. 

The Report of the Committee for bills given in, and read. 

The Affembly unanimoufly approve of the Report of the Com- 
mittee refufing to tranfmit a Petition of Mr John Wilde, 
Advocate, relating* to the Moderation of a Call to Dr Fin- 
lay fbn. 

Diets fixed for hearing caufes. 

Parties in the caufe relating to the Little Kirk or Chapel of Eafc 
in the town of Elgin, heard. After reafoning^ a motion was 
made and feconded. That the Affembly affirm the judgment 
of the Prefbytery of Elgin, finding that a Chapel of Eafe in 
the town of Elgin is at prefent unneceffary and inexpedient, 
and therefore, refufe the requeft of the petition : And another 
Motion was made, and feconded. That the Affembly reverfe 
the Judgment of the Prefbytery, remove the Interdid, and 
allow the New Chapel to be on the fame footing with the 
Little Kirk. The Affembly agreed to this ftate of the Vote, 
Affirm or Reverfe. And the Roll being called, and Votes 
' marked, it carried, Affirm. The Affembly^ therefore, af- 
firmed the Judgment of the Prefbytery of Elgin,, findings 
tha^ a Chapel of Eafe in the Town of Elgin is at prefent 

unneceffary 
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unnecefTary and inexpedient, and refiife the reqaeft of the 

Petition. 
'The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet« 
Adjournment. 

TufJHay^ May 27. i8oo. Sef. 5. 

Sederunt. 

New Commiffions produced. 

Several Members diflTented from the Sentence of Aflembly tc- 
fpeding the Chapel of Eafe at Elgin. 

Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 

Report of the Committee for Bills given in, and read. 

Hearing of Caufes fixed. "^ 

Synod Books called for. 

An Appeal by Robert Sharp, Prefes of the Committee of Ma- 
,nage|^ of the Chapel of Eafe of Rothfay, for himfelf, and the 
other Members of faid Committee, and others, .from a fen- 
tence of the Prelbytery of Denoon, of the 6th current, heard. 
After reafoning, a motion was made, and feponded, That the 
Aflembly affirm the Sentence of the Prelbytery of Denoon, 
' and difmifs the Petition as groundlefs. And another mo- 
lion was made, and feconded. That the Aflembly reverfe the 
Sentence of the Prefljytery of Denoon, complained of; and 
recommend it to the Reverend Mr Maclea to grant Certifi* 
cates of Moral Charader, where no objedlion lies againft it, to 
the Members of the Chapel of Eafe, for the purpofe of ob- 
taining Baptifm to their Children from the Minifter of that 
Congregation. The Aflembly then agreed to this ftate of the 
Vote, Affirm or Reverfe ; and the Roll being called, and Votes 
marked, it carried by a great majority. Affirm. The Aflem- 
bly, therefore, affirmed the Sentence of the Prefljytery bjf De- 
noon, and difmifled the Petition as groundlefs. 

The caufe of Penpont delayed till Saturday. 

Adjouriiment. . . 

fVednefday, May 28. 180Q. Sejl 6. 

Sederunt. 

Committees appointed to meet. ' 

Upon a Motion, it was unanimoufly agreed. That ^n humble and 
loyal Addrefs fliould be prefented to his Majefty on the pre- 
fcnt fituation of Public Affairs : And the fame Committee, 
which drew up the former Addrefs to his Majefty on his ef- 
cape from Aflaffination, appointed to draw up the prefent 
Addrefs, and to lay the fame before the Aflembly on Fri- 
day. 

An Appeal, by Mr Andrew Bell, Minifter of Crail ; and Mr 
James Nairn, Minifter of Pittenweem, from a S ntence of he 
Synod of Fife, of 8th April laft, difmiffing Complaints againft 

. difierent Judgments of the Preft)ytery of St Andrew's ; and 
appointing that Preft>ytery to proceed to the Settlement of Dr 
Robert Arnot in the Parifti of Kinglbarns, being partly heard, 

the 
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the Affembly agreed to refolve themfelve^ into a Committee 
of tbp whole Houie, to meet immediately after the conclufion 
of the prefent Diet, and to proceed in the difcuffion of this 
Caufe, 
Adjournment, * , - • 

Tburfday,May2^.iZ6o. Sejf.'^., 
Sederunt. * ^ 

The i'ublic Accounts produced, and ordered to lie o;i th? 

Table. 
The Report of the Committee of the whole Houfe, in the Caufe 
of the Settlement of Kingfbarps, was iread, and approved of: 
And agreeably thereto, the Aflembly affirmed the Sentences 
of the Prefbytery of St Andrews, and Synod of Fife ; and or- 
dained the Prefbytery to proceed to the Settlement of Dr Ro- 
bert Arnot, in the Church and Parifli of Kingfbarns, with all 
convenient fpeed, according to the rules of the Church.-:-A- 
gainft this Sentence, Mr Ruflell diflented ; and thofe who ad- 
hered» were allowed to enter their Diflents next day, 
TJie Aflembly proceeded to confider the Report of the PreflDy- 
tery of Dundee ;' and agreed firft to call to the Bar Dr Ro- 
bert Small, whom they found to be the minifter who had or- 
dained the Elders on the 9th of September 1798. A- member 
of the Prefbytery was heard on the Report, and Dr Small was 
heard for himfelf : The AfTembly find, That Dr Robert Small 
having delivered it as his opinion in the Kirk-fefEon of Dun- 
dee, about the time when it was propofed to ordain the El- 
ders, who were ordained 9th September 1798, that the Sef- 
fion fhould not infifl on an obligation to fubfcribe the Con- 
feffion of Faith and Formula, as a condition of ordaining El- 
ders, becaufe it was a new pradice, not required by any law 
of the Church, and bad prevented feveral of thp mofl refpeft- 
' able perfons iri the congregation, and the befl affedled to the 
Church, from accepting of that office ; having been feleAed 
to perform the fer vice of ordaining the above-mentioned El- 
ders, by the nominatiod of the Kirk-feffion, who, as is fluted 
in one of.his anfwers to the qneftions of the Prefbytery, knew 
that he would not take any man at unawares, but would com* 
municatc to the Kirk-feffion all the queftions he meant to put, 
and give the perfons to be ordained time to think ferioufly ; 
and having put to the faid Elders, before their ordination, in 
. face of the Congregation, queftions which were previoufly 
communicated by him to the KLirk^-feffion, and whicn he. ap- 
pears, from another of his anfwers to the queflions of Prefby- 
tery,*to have prefumed might have been anfwered in the af- 
firmative by perfons who were not able, with a fafe corifcience, 
to give an aflent to the whole of the Confelfion of Faith \ has 
difcovered an ignorance of thofe laws of the Church by which 
all Elders received into communion with us in Church-govern- 
ment are obliged to fubfcribe their approbation of the Con- 
feffion of Faith ; has difparaged, in the opinion of thofe with 
• i ^ whom 
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whom, by his ftation, he is mod nearly conneded, the prac- 
tice which prevails univerfaUy, in this Churdh, of requiring 
Elders, at the time of their ordination, to declare explicitly,* 
either by word, or by the fubfcription of the above-mentioned 
Formula, their aflent to all that is therein contained ; and has 
done what had a tendency to deprive the Church of Scotland 
of that fecurity for the ftability of her Dodrine, Worfliip. " 
Difcipline and Government, which, under God, (he derives 
from the avowed conformity of all her pffice-bearps to her 
Standards ; enjoin Dr Small to be careful hereafter to tetti- 
. fy, by his whole condud, that refped for the Standards of 
this Church, a4id for the fences wifely provided by oiir Ec- 
clefiaftical Conftitution, againft dangerous innovation, which 
correfponds both to the declaration Hated in his defences, as 
repeatedly made by him in the Kirk-feffion of Dundee, that 
he gloried in the Confeflion of Faith ; and alfo to the folemn 
engagements under which he came at the time of his ordina- 
tion, to concur with the Prelbyterian Government and Dif- 
cipline of this Church, and never to endeavour, diredly nor 
indiredlly, the prejudice or fi^bverfion thereof; order this 
fentence to be engrofled in the records of the Prcfbytery of 
Dundee, and of the Kirk-feffion of Dundee. 

The conlideration of the remainder of the Report from the* 
Prefbytery of Dundee delayed till to-morrow. 

Committee for Overtures appointed to meet, 

Adjournment 

, , Friday f May 30. 1800. Seffl 8. 

Sederunt^ ' ' 

Several members adhered to the diflcnt of yefterday, againft the 
Sentence refpedting the fettlement at Kingfbarns. 
Sec Printed The draught of an Addrefs to his Majefty on the prefent fitua- 
ASs, No. V. tion of Public Affairs, was brought in and ajpproved ; which 

Addrefs, his Grace the Lord High Commiffioner was pleafed, 
at the Aflembly's requeil, to undertake totranfmit to bis Ma* 
jefty. 

The Repot-t of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 

Caufes fixed for hearing. 

The Report of the Committee on the caufe of the Schoolmafter 
of Both well given in and read. The Afferably approve of the 
Report, and remit to the Procurator and Agent for the Church 
to take the proper fteps for carrying the fentence of the Houfe 
of Lords into effeft : And in fo far as the Report concerns the 
account of Expences already incurred, refer the fame to the 
. Committee on Public Accounts, And, upon a motion made, 
the thanks of the Houfe were given from the Chair to the 
Rleverend Dr Macculloch, for his great diligence, perfevcrance 
and merit, in promoting the fuccefs of this caufe. And fur- 
ther, the AiTembly appoint the Coinmittee on this caufe to 
meet and confider the beft mode of renewing the fubfcription, 
and to report to the Affembly on Monday. And the Mode- 
rator, 
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rator, at the Aflembly's defire, returned their gratctul ttiatiT 
to the Procurator, for his great attention and ability difplayed , 
in the fervice of the Churchy and particularly in this import- 
ant caufe. ' • 

The Report of the Truftees of the Fund eftabliflied by aft of 
• PaTliament for a Provifion to Minifters* Widows, &c* contain* 
ing an account of their proceedings fince laft General Affem- 
bly, and a ftate of the Fund under their Management, given in, 
and ordered to lie on the Table till to-morrow : And, upon a 
Motion, the thanks of the Houfe were^ given from the Chair 
to tiir Henry M^ncreiflfWellwood> for his. great fidelity, at- 
tention, and prudence in th^ management of the Fund. . 

As agreed yefterday, the Aflembly proceeded in the confidera-* 
tioh of the Report of the Preflbytery of Dundee ; and firft 
called Mr I)avid Davidfon to the Bar, who appeared ac- 
cordingly. A Member of Affembly from the Preibytery of 
Dundee, was hea^d in continuation, on the-Report : And then 
Mr Davidfon was heard for himfelf : The Affembly after rea- 
foning, agreed to refolve themfelves into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe to proceed further in this Caufe immediately on 
the conclufion of this Diet. 

Adjournment. ^ • 

Saturday, May 31. i8oo, Sejf. g. 

Sederunt. 

The Report of the Committee of thic whole Houfe on the Re- 
port from the Prelbytery of Dundee, read and approved of: 
And thejrefore, agreeably thereto, the Affembly. remit the 
whole of that part of the Report of the Prefbytery of Duo- 
dee, which refpefts Mr Davidfon, to the faid Prelbytery, 
that they may proceed therein as they (hall fee caufe, accord- 
iiig to the rules of the Church : Difmifs the Petition and , 
Complaint of the Kirk-feffion of Dundee as incompetent : and 
find. That with regard to the Petition of Dr Blinfhall, it is 
unneceffary to remit it to probation, as no charge appears to 
have been brought againft him, that in any degree affeds his 
charafter. And the Affembly unanimoufly approve of the fi- 
delity and diligence with which the Prelbytery of Dundee . 
executed the laborious bufinefs committed to them by laft Af- 
fembly. . ' ^ 

Upon Report of the Committee on Public Accounts, the Affem- 
bly authorifed the Procurator to, pay L. 50 this year out of the 
Funds of the Church to Mr Spottifwoode, folicitor at London, 
in order to extinguifti part of a balance due to him on account 
of the appeal relative to the Schoolmafter of Bothwell: And 
further, to pay to Mr Murray, Agent foj the Church, who at- 
tiended to this Caufe for the fpace of fix y^ars, during which he 
had an extenfive correfpondence and a great deal of trouble, 
the fum of Twenty-five Guineas for his own and clerks* 
trouble. 

Aa 
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Ad tipproving of the Ac^count of MrWilUam Robertfon, Advo- 
cate, Procurator for the Church/ and exonering and difchar- 
ging him and his cautioners of the fura of L. 510 '.4: i-/- Ster- 
ling, difburfed by him, and appointing that he give credit in 
his next account for the Turn of L. 107 : 11 : i~ Sterling, be- 
ing the balance due by him. 

A A approving of the Account of Mr William Murray, Agent for 

the Church, and cxonering and difcharging bira of the fum of 

L. 154 : 17 : II—- Sterling difburicd by him ; and appointing 

that he take credit in his next account, for the fum of L»23, 

' 12 s. l^i—d. being the balance due to him. 

Act approving of the Account oT Mr James Dickfon, Printer for 
the Church, and orderingpayment of thefum of L. 24 : 5 : ro,. 
being the amount thereof. 

A A approving pf the Account of Stationary Articles furniflied 

» to the Clerks by Mr Eiphinllon Balfour, and ordering pay- 
' ment thereof. ' ; 

The Procurator authorifed to pay to Mr Alexander Frafer, Mi- 
nifter of Torofay, L. ii : 19 * 7, being the amount of an ac- 
count of cxpences'laid out by hun anent tlie defignation of a 
glebe. . 

The Procurator authorifed to pay L. 5 Sterling out of the funds 
of the Church, for defraying a part of theexpence of printing 
the Report of the Pre(bytc;,ry of Dundee, which came before 
this Afiembly, in refpedt of the peculiar nature of the cafe. 

A petition for Mr William Milligan, Minifter of Kirkdcn, read. 
The Aflembly remitted the procefs .therein mentioned to th^ 
Procurator and Agent for the Church to be carried on at the 
public expence. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Commiflion Record called 

for; the Commiflion's conduft approved of, thanks given to 

the Moderator of the Commifflon, and their book ordered to 

\ be attefted. 

See Printed Xhe Report of the Committee for namirtg Members of the Com- 

Afts, No. VI. miflion of this Aflembly, and preparing inftrudions to them, 

given in, and approved. The Aflembly added thereto Mr 

John Inglis, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh, iji place of 

the Moderator. 

The Report of the Vifitors of the Royal Bounty Record given 
in, and read. The condudl of the Managers approved of^ and 
their book ordered to be attefted. 
No. VII. A. Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, 
with a Commiffion and inftrudions to them. 

The Report of the Truftees of the Fund eftabliflied by Ad of 
Parliament, for a Provifion to Minifters', Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the feparate regifter 

- kept for that purpofe. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed, with the former 
powers. 

An 
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•An Appeal by Mr William Sibbald and Mr James Crichton, 
Commiffioners from the Prefbytery of Lochmaben, from a 
^erit?nce of the Synod of Dumfries, pafled on the i6th 6f 
April laftj.in a.caufe, wherein the Prelbytery had given judg- 
ment, being a .i^cfer^nce from the Kirk-feffion of St Mungb, 
relative to Mr John Irving Bell, or Mr John Bell Irvine at 
Whitehill, heard: The Aflembly unanimoufly aflSrpied the 
Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries, reverfing the Sentence of 
^he Prefbytery of Lochmaben, remitting the caufc to the 
Prefbytery, with inftrudlions to^ inquire into the truth of the 
^fafts alleged as the ground of the Appeal ; ^nd appointing the 
Appellant to lead a proof of faid alleged fads before the Pref- 
bytery, and the Prefbytery to proceed therein, according to. 
the rules of the Church. 

An Appeafl by Mr John Niviefori, Minifler at Penpont, from a 
Sentence of the Synod of Dumfries of the 15th Oftober laft, 
in a Lrbel at the inftance of the Prelbytery of Penpont againfl 
•him, charging him with divers-immoralities, heard : The Af- 
?fembly unanijnoufly affirmed the Sentence of. the Syno4 of 
Dumfries, finding, that the particular charge? brought forr 
ward in the minor propofition of the Libel in fupport of the 
expref&on in the major propofition^ of fcandalous, loofe and 
'indecent beliaviour, fhould be ftruck out from the Libel; and 
at the fame time, leaving it to the Prefbytery to inquire into 
thefc, or any other fads and circumftances which may tend to 
prove thp Libel. And the Aflembly inftrud the Prefbytery to 
•pay particular attention to the diredion given by lafl Aflem- 
bly, that no criminal ad be admitted to proof within a time 
^not exceeding the period of one year frogi the date of the Li- 
bel : And inftrud the Prefbytery to admit a proof only of fuch 
fads and circumflances tending to fupport the part of the Li- 
bel, found relevant, as fell within the five years from the date 
of the original Libel. . 

The Settlement of Invernefs, anfl the Petition of Mr Skene 
Keith, delayed till Monday. 

Adjournment. 

^ Monday, June 2. 1800. Sejf. vlt. 

Sederunt. 

Mr Lapflic withdrew his Petition, difTenting and complaining of 
a Sentence 6f the Synod of Glafgow and Ayr of the 8th Odo- 
ber lafl, allowing the Prefbytery of Lanark to proceed to the 
trials of Mr Robert Crawford, Student in Divinity, in order 
to his being licenfed to preach the Gofpel. 

Reafons of DifTent from the Decifion of the Aflembly in the 
cafe of the Settlement of Kingfbarns were given in, read, 
and ordered to lie in retentis. 

Reafom of Diflent from the Judgment of the Aflembly refped- 
ing the Chapel of Eafe at Elgin, were given in, read, and or- 
dered to lie in retentis. 

c The 
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The Synod-Book of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to be At- 
tefted. 

Upon Report of the Committee appointed to ;:lafs returns to 

See Printed Overtures, the Affembly ordered thefe Overtures to be re-tranf- 

Aas,No. VIII. mitted, vix. Overture refpeding the attendance of Students 

No. IX. on the Divinity Hall: Overture refpeding the Courfe of 

No. X. Univerfity Education, &c. and, Overture refpefting the Li- 

cenling of Probationers, And the Affembly enjoin fuch 

Preibyteries as have fent no Reports, to fend them to next 

Affembly. 

No. XI. Report of the Committee on Vagrant Teachers and Si>nday 

Schools, given in and read. 
.No. XII. Recommendation for prompting a Subfcription towards defray- 
ing the Expence of the Appeal, in the Caufe relating to the 
bchoolmafter of Bothwell ; and Order for printing the Ap- 
peal Cafe prepared by the Procurator. i 

From the Report of the Committee on the Orkney Grievances, 
the Affembly learn, with much fati$fa<aion, that fome of thefe 
grievances are in a fair way of being gradually removed. 
The Committee on this fubjed renewed, with the fame 
powers as formerly to the Procurator and Agent ; and in 
particular, recommend the Cafe of the Church of St An- 
drew's to the attention of the Procurator* for aid out of the 
Funds of the Church, if he ihall judge it neceffary. And on 
a motion made, the Affembly added Mr Lapflie to the num- 
ber of the Committee. 

.An Appeal at the inftance of the Honourable Archibald Frafer 
of Lovat, Patron, and the Reverend Mr Patrick Grant, Mini- 
fter of Bolefkin and Abertarph, Prefentee to the Church and 
Parifli of Invfirnels, from a Sentence of the Synod of Moray,, 
heard : The Affembly affirm the Sentence of the Synod of 
Moray, with this variation, That the Prefbytery of Invernefs 
fhall take thje proper fteps for the Settlement of Lovat's Pre-- 
fentee, on the firft Tuefday of Auguft next, uniefs the Pref- 
bytery (hall have raifed and executed a Summons of Decla- 
rator of their right to prefent, tanquam jure devoluto, before 
that time. 

.A Petition for William Douglas of Caille- Douglas, Efq; and 
othprs, refpeiSling the Eredion of a Chapel of Eafe at Caftle- 
. Douglas, heard. The Affembly remit to the Prelbytery of 
Kirkcudbright, with' inftruAions to fend up to the nj&xt Af- 
fembly a particular Report refpeding thefe three points, viz. 
An account qf the Population of the Parilh : What numbers 
the Parifti Church of Kelton will at prefent contain : and. 
Whether the Heritors of the Parifh will confent that the Pe- 
titioners fliall be allowed, at their own Expence, to mate fuch 
an addition to the Parifh Church as inay be . fufficient for 
their accommodation. 

.Lift of Probationers produced, their nam?s read out, and order- 
ed to be recorded. 

AH 
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AH Caufes brought before this Affembly, and not decided, re- 

' fetred to the Coihmiflion. 

.A Committee named to revifc the Minutes of the Aflembly's 

proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to pitch 

upon fuch of the A6ls of the Affembly as are to be ftanding 

rules, in order to their being printed. 
The Minutes of this day's Sederunt were read ; the Minutes of . 

former Sederunts having been read at the diets fubfequent 

thereto. 
The Moderator's fpeech to the Affembly, and to his Grace the 

Commiflioner. 
The Lord High Commiffioner -s fpeech to the Affembly. 
A61 appointing next diet of Affembly. Sec Printed 

; The Affembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pfalms, and Ads, No; XIII. 

pronouncing the Bleffing« 
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